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County to Partner with Open Space Authority to 
Purchase Blair Property 

Once Purchased, Property will be Used for Public Open Space and Parkland  
 

SAN JOSE, CALIF.— In an effort to protect viewshed and preserve natural resources, the 

County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors voted to partner with the Santa Clara County 

Open Space Authority (the Authority) in the purchase of the 865-acre Blair property in west 

Morgan Hill.  

 

The Authority will own and manage the property and the County will own a Conservation 

Easement restricting its future use to open space, conservation, and passive recreational 

uses.   

 

“The County is dedicated to preserving the natural resources of the valley,” said Supervisor 

Don Gage, District 1. “The purchase of the Blair property will enable us to protect the 

viewshed of the existing County parks and the habitat for various plants and animals.” 

 

The Blair property is located at 18881 Uvas Road and is approximately 8.5 miles from 

downtown Morgan Hill.  It extends the Authority’s Rancho Canada del Oro Preserve 

boundary to Uvas Road and provides a future trail linkage to Calero County Park.  The  
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property supports a rich variety of vegetation, including blue oak and valley oak woodlands, 

serpentine grasslands and four species of protected plants.  Nearly fifty different types of 

birds have been seen including American kestrels, great blue herons, and white-tailed kites. 

Coyotes, bobcats, mountain lions and grey foxes are found on the ranch and there is habitat 

for several protected amphibians, including the California red-legged frog. 

 

“I look forward to the purchase of the Blair property,” said Lisa Killough, Director of the 

County Parks and Recreation Department. “This is a good opportunity to expand the 

County’s open space and provide more recreational options for the public.”   

 

Once the property is purchased, public recreational access, including a 4+-mile trail system, 

which will connect Blair Ranch to Rancho Canada del Oro to Calero County Park, is 

expected to be available within five years. 

 

“This was definitely a property worth waiting for,” said Patrick Congdon, Santa Clara 

County Open Space Authority General Manager.  “Picturesque hill tops, habitat for sensitive 

species and opportunities for future trail expansion all in one.” 

 

The Authority plans to purchase the Blair property for $8.68 million. The County will 

contribute $1 million to the purchase.  The Santa Clara County Open Space Authority will 

also receive funding assistance from the Peninsula Open Space Trust, the Gordon and Betty 

Moore Foundation, and the Coastal Conservancy. 

 

The Blair property has been owned by the Blair family for five generations.  Currently, the 

land is used for cattle grazing.  

 

A public hearing for the acquisition of the Blair property is set on February 26, 2008, at 2:00 

PM at County of Santa Clara Board Chambers at 70 West Hedding Street, San Jose.  
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