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County Receives $3 Million Federal Earmark to Fund Juvenile 

Detention Reform, Disaster Response, Crime Lab 
 

SAN JOSE, CALIF.—The County of Santa Clara is receiving nearly $3 million from the federal 

government to fund road improvements, juvenile detention reform, park preservation, crime lab 

equipment, and disaster mitigation.  

 

“Federal funding continues to be extremely necessary to maintain many of our important County 

programs,” said Supervisor Pete McHugh, Chair of the County of Santa Clara Board of 

Supervisors.  “I believe that the six selected projects provide valuable services to our residents and 

also improve their quality of life.”   

 

The County is receiving monies for six of the nine projects it requested funding for as part of the 

$555 billion Omnibus Appropriations Bill, a federal spending package recently approved by 

Congress and signed into law by the President.  The projects were sponsored by Congressman Mike 

Honda, Congresswoman Anna Eshoo, and Congresswoman Zoe Lofgren. 

 

Evening Reporting Center 

As part of the County’s Juvenile Detention Reform Initiative to prevent crime and expand 

alternatives to youth incarceration, the County requested $364,000 for a new Evening Reporting 

Center for at-risk youth in Gilroy.  The highest percentage of youth with violations of probation live 

in San Jose, with the second highest number in South County. 

-more- 
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The ERC is a highly structured program to provide afternoon and evening supervision to youth on 

probation. The program provides transportation to and from the center, homework tutoring, 

organized recreation, creative arts, cultural activities, and life skills development.  

 

“Juvenile Detention Reform has positively impacted our juvenile justice system,” said Supervisor 

Blanca Alvarado, Chair of the Public Safety and Justice Committee. “Establishing an Evening 

Reporting Center in Gilroy will better serve at-risk youth in South County and, as studies show, 

youth diverted to community-based treatment programs return to Juvenile Court less frequently and 

succeed more often in changing their lives.” 

 

FEMA Predisaster Mitigation 

The County is receiving $250,000 in funding to update the Santa Clara County Annex to the 

Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) Local Hazard Mitigation Plan to outline mitigation 

strategies in the event of a disaster. Every two to three years, the County must update the annex to 

ABAG’s plan which addresses hazards that impact the Bay Area, five of which related to 

earthquakes (faulting, shaking, earthquake-induced landslides, liquefaction, and tsunamis) and four 

related to weather (flooding, landslides, wildfires, and drought).   

 

The annex outlines the County’s strategies for disaster response and recovery efforts during 

emergencies in the following areas: Infrastructure, Health, Housing, Economy, Government, 

Education Environment, and Land. 

 

“Our cities and residents in the community depend on the County to effectively respond during 

disasters,” said Supervisor Liz Kniss. “Disaster preparedness is a priority for me and for the County 

of Santa Clara. Keeping our strategies up-to-date and well documented will aide us when we need 

to activate our response systems.” 

 

Many of the mitigation strategies are currently a part of the County’s planning process through 

County Ordinance, building and fire code enforcement, and development of the County’s General 

Plan. New activities identified as part of this Annex will be incorporated into these existing areas.  

-more- 
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Crime Laboratory 
At any given time, the Crime Laboratory has 750 cases to process and an additional 300 controlled 

substances/toxicology cases are awaiting analysis and testing. The County is receiving $1.27 

million for new lab equipment that will improve turn around time of drug and toxicology cases, and 

save investigation time through DNA analysis.  

 

The new equipment is for processing toxicology/controlled substances, determining shotgun 

residue, tracking evidence to ensure chain of custody, processing physical evidence, and extracting 

DNA material.  
 
“We are thrilled to receive this appropriation for our Crime Laboratory, which will be utilized to 

upgrade our equipment,” said District Attorney Dolores Carr. “Obtaining good forensic evidence 

will help secure the effective and swift conviction of the guilty and the release of the innocent.” 

 
Other Projects 
 
Road improvements were also part of the federal funding, including $500,000 each for adding 

Central Expressway Auxiliary Lanes and repairing the San Tomas Expressway Box Culvert. Central 

Expressway carries 110,000 to 150,000 users daily. Adding auxiliary lanes on Central Expressway 

between Mathilda and Fair Oaks Avenues will address traffic congestion and improve safety 

conditions by reducing merging conflicts as drivers get on and off the expressway. Lanes will be 

added for both east and westbound directions between the entrance and exit ramps.  

 

The federal earmark will provide $100,000 to help with the preservation and restoration of the 

historic Casa Grande at the County’s Almaden Quicksilver Park. The renovation will stabilize and 

preserve the deteriorating structure and restore the house to its period of historic significance during 

the New Almaden Mining era.  The facility includes a museum on the history of the area and the 

quicksilver mines and will contain original furnishings and decor.  
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