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Number of Homeless Decreases in Santa Clara County   
Unemployment Cited as Main Cause of Homelessness 

  
SAN JOSE, CALIF. – The County’s 2007 homeless census and survey, conducted from 

January to March, found that 7,202 homeless persons currently live in Santa Clara county, a 

slight decrease from 7,491 in 2005.  The primary reason reported for people becoming 

homeless was the loss of employment.   

 

The County of Santa Clara, in collaboration with the 13 cities in the county, conducted the 

2007 countywide homeless census and survey in an effort to understand the circumstances of 

homeless residents, so that the County can find solutions to end homelessness in 10 years.   

 

Homeless Census 

The countywide homeless census was conducted in the early morning hours of January 29th 

and 30th, 2007.   
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The 7,202 homeless residents represent approximately 0.4% of the county’s total population.  

As the largest city in the county, San Jose has the largest percentage of the county’s homeless 

population with 59.8%.  The cities of Gilroy and Sunnyvale have the second (9.2%) and third 

(8.9%) highest numbers of homeless residents respectively. 

 

“This new data will be very important to the work of the Blue Ribbon Commission that I 

established earlier this year to address the issues of affordable housing and homelessness,” 

said Supervisor Don Gage, Chair of the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors. 

“Although there has been a slight decrease in the number of homeless in the county, we 

won’t be satisfied until that number goes from 7,000 to zero.” 

 

During the nights of the census, 2,101 of the county’s homeless persons were sheltered.  

Among the 5,101 persons who were unsheltered, about two-thirds live on the street.  The 

remaining persons live in cars, vans, RVs or in homeless encampments.  The most frequent 

reasons cited by those surveyed for not being sheltered was bed limitation at shelters, 

alcohol/drug problems, and the lack of identification.   

 

Homeless Survey 

A total of 1,019 homeless persons were interviewed during the homeless survey conducted 

from early February to mid-March 2007.  The primary reason cited by those surveyed for 

their homeless situations was the loss of employment (29.3%).  This is a significant change 

from 2005 when alcohol or drug use (20.5%) was listed as the primary cause.  

Approximately 19% of the interviewees are currently employed – 7% are employed full time, 

and 12% are employed part time.   

 

“Most people think that homeless people do not work,” commented Margaret Gregg, County 

Homeless Concerns Coordinator. “The survey tells us that almost 1/5 of the homeless people 

are working hard, and yet still unable to make ends meet.” 
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The survey also dispels the myth that homeless people come from other places.  “The survey 

indicated that 78% were living in Santa Clara county before they became homeless,” 

continued Gregg. 

 

Government assistance plays an important role in the survival of the homeless people - most 

of the interviewees receive local, state and federal government assistance.  According to the 

survey, 55% of the interviewees are currently receiving government assistance in the forms 

of Food Stamps, General Assistance, SSI/SSDI, Social Security or CalWORKS.  The reasons 

cited for not receiving any government assistance include the lack of identification, no 

permanent address, or that they have never applied for assistance.  

 

A full copy of the 2007 Santa Clara County Homeless Census and Survey can be found on 

the County’s website at www.sccgov.org, under “Hot Items,” or on the Santa Clara County 

Collaborative’s website at http://www.collabscc.org/html/homeless_census.html.  
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