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First Santa Clara County Poem to be Composed, 

100 Authors will be Chosen to Contribute 
 

San Jose, CALIF. – April is the National Poetry Month. This month, Santa Clara County’s Poet 

Laureate is asking residents to participate in an exercise to create the first Santa Clara County 

poem.  

 

Participants are encouraged to write a line a day about something they’ve observed as they walk 

about this fascinating county. The line must be between 9 and 13 syllables long and capture the 

look, smell or taste of something. 

 

“I encourage the poets of Santa Clara County, as well as those who would like to try their hands at 

poetry for the first time, to join us in the creation of the first Santa Clara County poem,” said Nils 

Peterson, Santa Clara County Poet Laureate. “If you begin each day with the intention of writing a 

line of poetry, you will be in the world differently.  Your eyes will be sharper, your attention 

deeper.  Anyone can do this whether you’re in middle school or a retirement community, whether 

you’re an experienced poet or just starting.  Try it.  I think you’ll find it fun and rewarding.”   

 

Participants should send their favorite line to the Poet Laureate by May 3, 2009 through email at 

poet.laureate@ceo.sccgov.org, or mail to: Santa Clara County Poet Laureate, Office of Public 

Affairs, County of Santa Clara, 70 West Hedding Street, 11th Floor East Wing, San Jose, CA  
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95110. The County’s Poet Laureate will choose a hundred lines that speak to each other to make 

up the first Santa Clara County poem, a word collage with a hundred authors. 

 

Samples of what the Poet Laureate is looking for are as follows: 

 A low morning sun’s orange fire burns through the mist. 

 Hall of Justice. In front, bail bondsmen smile and chatter. 

 Snow on the ground?  No!  Almond blossoms. 

 Off to school, small children under large backpacks.  

 

About the Santa Clara County Poet Laureate 

The Santa Clara County Poet Laureate post was advocated by Supervisor Liz Kniss, President of 

the Board of Supervisors, and approved by the Board in November 2008. The Poet Laureate will 

help to create a poetic identity for Santa Clara County, and showcase the spirit of the people and 

the special qualities of the county through poetry. Nils Peterson was appointed as the Santa Clara 

County Poet Laureate by the Board of Supervisors in March 2009.  

 

Nils Peterson is Professor Emeritus at San Jose State University where he taught in the English 

and Humanities Departments.  He was Coordinator of the Creative Writing Emphasis for more than 

20 years, and served as Coordinator of the Creative Arts and Chair of the Humanities Department. 

He was chosen as Professor of the Year by the Student Honor Society. Peterson has published 

poetry, science fiction, and articles on subjects as varying as golf and Shakespeare. His 

publications include Here Is No Ordinary Rejoicing, A chapbook of poems; The Comedy of Desire, 

a collection of poems; Driving a Herd of Moose to Durango, a collection of poems; and For This 

Day, a collection of Christmas poems. He has been poetry consultant for San Jose State Studies, 

an editor for "Discover America" (a collection of poems celebrating the bicentennial anniversary of 

the USA), and contributing editor to The Blue Sofa Review. Peterson was nominated for a 2005 

Pushcart prize. 
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About Arts Council Silicon Valley  

Arts Council Silicon Valley is an independent, nonprofit arts agency dedicated to providing funding, 

advocacy support, and marketing services to the region’s arts organizations and artists. As the 

official state/local partner with the California Arts Council, the County of Santa Clara, and the 

National Endowment for the Arts, Arts Council Silicon Valley is the largest nonprofit arts council in 

the state. Since its inception in 1982, the Arts Council has provided nearly $24 million in grants and 

services to local arts and cultural organizations, individual artists, schools, and community groups. 

For more information on Arts Council Silicon Valley go to: www.artscouncil.org 
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