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County Approves Funding for Tree House Project  
 Stanford Affordable Housing Project to Benefit Community 

 
Santa Clara County, CALIF. – Today, the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors approved a 
funding allocation of $960,000 to the Palo Alto Housing Corporation for an affordable housing 
development at 488 Charleston Road in Palo Alto.  Construction of the development, named “The 
Tree House” for the many trees on the property, is expected to begin early 2010 and will be 
completed in one year. 
 
“The Tree House project will provide much-needed affordable housing in an area that is out of 
reach for many,” said Liz Kniss, President of the County Board of Supervisors. “Projects like this 
help low-income persons to have permanent housing near work and school.” 
 
The County drew from the Stanford Housing Fund, which was set up in 2001 by an agreement 
between Stanford University and the County, to assist in the development of affordable housing 
within a six-mile radius of the Stanford Campus. The allocation will support 13 single room 
occupancy units for extremely low income people.   
 
In all, there will be 35 affordable units -- 13 for the extremely low income families (annual income 
less that $22,300 for one person) and 22 for the very low income families (annual income less that 
37,150 for one person).  Most of the units will be designed for one person; however, some units will 
be large enough to accommodate a couple or a parent and a child. 
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“The Tree House project meets the objectives of the Stanford Fund and our goal of investing in 
long-term affordable housing throughout the county,” said Margie Matthews, Director of the County 
Office of Affordable Housing. “Our agreement will carry with it a commitment to keep the units at 
this affordability level for a term of 55 years.” 
 
About Stanford Affordable Housing Fund 
In 2000, the Board of Supervisors approved the Stanford General Use Permit, which requires that for 
each 11,763 square feet of academic development, Stanford University must either provide one 
affordable housing unit on the Stanford campus or make cash payment in lieu of providing the housing 
unit.  
 
In November 2008, the County Board of Supervisors approved funding from the Stanford 
Affordable Housing Fund for the Fabian Way Senior Housing and Palo Alto Family Housing 
projects. While the Palo Alto Housing project is still at the preliminary stages, the Fabian Way 
project is underway and will complete in September 2010. These two projects will provide over 100 
affordable housing units in the Stanford area.  
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