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County Homeless Coordinator Invited to Whitehouse Roundtable  

 
San Jose, CALIF. – As the County of Santa Clara Homeless Concerns Coordinator Margaret 

Greggs was recently invited by the White House to attend the Compassion in Action 

Roundtable to discuss ending homelessness through partnerships. 

 

The roundtable had an audience of approximately 100, which was comprised of government 

officials, policymakers, foundation officials, philanthropists and faith-based and community 

leaders from all over the nation.  It explored a number of today’s most promising efforts to 

combat homelessness and promoted private/public partnerships.   

 

“The most important point I came away with is that communities where government and 

private partnerships are strong make the best progress in combating homelessness,” said 

Gregg, who attended the roundtable at the White House and just returned to the Bay Area.   

 

"The only way to end homelessness in our community is through solid partnerships," said 

Donald F. Gage, chair of the Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors. "That's why I created 

the Blue Ribbon Commission - to bring nonprofit groups and policymakers together to tackle 

this difficult problem." 

  - more - 
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Background 
As a leader in combating homelessness, the County has committed to pushing ahead to help 

the underserved even in the most difficult budget time.   

 

In the State of the County address on January 30, 2007, Supervisor Don Gage, Chair of the 

County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors announced the County’s 10-year plan to end 

homelessness.   

 

As the direct result, the County created a Blue Ribbon Commission on Ending Homelessness 

and Solving the Affordable Housing Crisis, which included 26 commissioners who represent 

all aspects of the affordable housing and homelessness community of concern.  The 

commissioners are charged with reviewing and implementing policies and initiatives 

designed to help fulfill the County’s 10-year plan to end homelessness in Santa Clara county.   

 

From January to March 2007, a county-wide census and survey was conducted, which found 

7,202 homeless persons in Santa Clara county, a slight decrease from 7,491 in 2005.  
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