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#PixInParks 2019 
The cover photo is of me at the Santa Teresa County Park, Stile 
Ranch to Fortini Trail. 2018 Pix in Parks Challenge photo op. 
©Brandy Maldonado. 
If you love hiking, you've been waiting for the weather to clear to 
get back outside! Ready or not, it is time to get back to the great 
outdoors! 
 

 
 

 

 
Hiking is a great way to explore the great outdoors with friends, 
family or solo! Since moving to the bay area I have tried my best 
to take advantage of all the local hiking spots. There is a lot of 
hiking available to bay area residents, and at times it can seem 
overwhelming (Hike them all!). Utilizing the resources made 
available to me at my local San Jose Public Library, I was able to 
discover some of the best hikes in the bay. Here are three of the 
books I used to discover new trails: 
 

Let’s go for a hike!   
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Looking for a challenge? 
Sometimes I need a little guidance when picking a park to hike. Is it an easy trail? How 
long is it? Do I have to pay? These are all questions I look to be answered when 
searching for a new place to hike. Discovering the #PixInParks challenge was a great 
solution to my endeavor. This challenge answers all my questions and gives me seven 
new parks to hike! Back for the third year in a row, the Santa Clara County Parks 
department is challenging Santa Clara County residents to hike seven magnificent 
parks! The parks department has pre-selected seven Santa Clara County parks and 
one trail in each park for this photo challenge. 

 
Click on each photo to discover trail maps and photo op markers. 

http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb3906041__Sbest%20day%20hikes%20san%20jose__Orightresult__U__X2?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb5795303__S60%20hikes%20within%2060%20miles__P0,1__Orightresult__X6?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb4169819__SOne%20Night%20wilderness__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/Activities/Biking-Hiking/Documents/PixInParks-2019-calero.pdf
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/Activities/Biking-Hiking/Documents/PixInParks-2019-coyote-creek-parkway.pdf
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/Activities/Biking-Hiking/Documents/PixInParks-2019-coyote-lake.pdf
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/Activities/Biking-Hiking/Documents/PixInParks-2019-joseph-d-grant.pdf
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/Activities/Biking-Hiking/Documents/PixInParks-2019-martial-cottle.pdf
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/Activities/Biking-Hiking/Documents/PixInParks-2019-mt-madonna.pdf
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/Activities/Biking-Hiking/Documents/PixInParks-2019-upper-stevens-creek.pdf
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This challenge encourages local residents to visit the great outdoors and discover 
more about your community. Once participants have completed the challenge, you can 
receive a commemorative tee or bandana to show off your amazing hiking skills! 

The Challenge 
Each participant will be asked to find a pre-determined scenic view, landmark or 
destination marker on each trail to take a photo with. After snapping a selfie, 
participants are encouraged to post on social media with the hashtag, #PixInParks and 
park name. After you have successfully taken the best seven selfies of all time, submit 
your information and pick up your tee or bandana at the Santa Clara County Parks and 
Recreation Administration office. Be ready to show off your #PixInParks selfies! 

   

Ready, set, hike! 
The 2019 #PixInParks challenge began January 8, 2019 and the last date to pick up 
your prize is December 1. For more information on the #PixInParks challenge, visit 
their website. See you on the trail! 
 
 
 
 
 

Further Reading on Hiking 

http://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdmABI4CQQx4ZGfaaIW5irqS1Zw1Z39vcATGfWJBsj3jxIutA/viewform
http://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdmABI4CQQx4ZGfaaIW5irqS1Zw1Z39vcATGfWJBsj3jxIutA/viewform
http://goo.gl/maps/po538HBt2eN2
http://goo.gl/maps/po538HBt2eN2
http://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/Activities/Biking-Hiking/Pages/PixInParks-challenge.aspx
http://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/Activities/Biking-Hiking/Pages/PixInParks-challenge.aspx
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/search/C__SHiking__Orightresult__U?lang=eng
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Special thanks to our friends at the Santa Clara County Parks Department for making 
this challenge available for Santa Clara County residents. 
  
Submitted by Brandy Maldonado on Thursday, February 28, 2019 - 5:00 AM. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sjpl.org/users/brandy-maldonado
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb3828050__SSmart%20and%20savvy%20hiking__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb4016619__Shiking%20safety__Orightresult__U__X3?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb5498666__SNorthern%20California%20Hiking__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
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#PixInParks Coyote Lake-Harvey Bear Ranch 

The Park 

2019 Coyote Lake-Harvey Bear Pix in Parks Challenge photo op ©Brandy Maldonado 

Coyote Lake-Harvey Bear Ranch park is located east of Gilroy. This park has over 
6,500 acres for recreational use! This park includes picnic areas, campsites; hiking 
trails and a 449 acre lake for fishing or boating! 
This park is the epitome of being outside and is a great way to acquaint yourself with 
nature. The Coyote Lake-Harvey Bear Ranch park is well known for it's abundance of 
wildlife. At the park you may find wild pigs, cattle, western pond turtles, deer, turkey, 
bald eagles, tiger salamander and mountain lions! With over 30 miles of hiking trails, 
you're likely to stroll through beautiful oak forests and see breath taking views. 

 

 

 

https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/parkfinder/Pages/CoyoteLake.aspx
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/Activities/Biking-Hiking/Documents/PixInParks-2019-coyote-lake.pdf
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The Hike 

 
Rancho La Polka Trail ©Brandy Maldonado 

Have you ever been so excited to hike that you completely forget about hiking safety 
basics such as reading trail markers? I do, and this hike was no exception! When the 
trail came to a fork, I took the wrong path and ended up going a mile past the Pix in 
Parks destination trail! It is important to take your time when hiking, stop and smell the 
roses but stop and read the trail markers too. Here are some books you can find in the 
San Jose Public Library catalog to better prepare yourself for hiking adventures! 

https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/Activities/Biking-Hiking/Documents/PixInParks-2019-coyote-lake.pdf
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/Activities/Biking-Hiking/Documents/PixInParks-2019-coyote-lake.pdf
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I arrived at the Coyote Lake-Harvey Bear Ranch after a few days of rain, the ground 
was muddy but everything was green. This cow pie lined trail was an easy hike, it 
would have taken me 30 minutes to do the entire trail if I had not gotten lost. The hike 
itself was quiet, the occasional moo from a roaming cow could be heard making for a 
very peaceful time outdoors. 

The History 

 
1905 Cattle seeking noon shade. SJPL California Room, Clyde Arbuckle Photograph 
Collection. 

http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb5760830__SHiking%20Companion__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb4888632__Sbackpacking%20tips__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb4858587__Sbackpackers%20start%20up__Orightresult__X7?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://digitalcollections.sjlibrary.org/cdm/singleitem/collection/arbuckle/id/741/rec/3
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The Coyote Lake-Harvey Bear Ranch County park was once inhabited by the Ohlone 
Native American tribe for over 4,000 years. Here the Ohlone would gather nuts, berries, 
acorns and other vegetation for food. On this land Ohlone lived in huts made of Tule 
reeds. 
As time went on, the land passed through many hands until being purchased by the 
Baumgartner family in 1940 and sold to Harvey Bear in 1960. Harvey Bear ran cattle 
and raised his family on the ranch until his passing in 1994. In 1997, the Santa Clara 
County Parks & Recreation Department purchased the land and it opened for public 
use in 2005. 

#PixinParks Challenge 
For more information on the #PixinParks challenge check out the Santa Clara County 
Parks Department challenge websiteor here on my San Jose Public Library blog 
post describing the challenge. 

Further Reading on the Ohlone Tribe 

     

Further reading in the California Room 
o Ohlone 
o La Polka 
o Coyote Lake 

Special thanks to our friends at the Santa Clara County Parks Department for making 
this challenge available for Santa Clara County residents. 
Submitted by Brandy Maldonado on Thursday, March 28, 2019 - 5:00 AM. 
 

https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/Activities/Biking-Hiking/Pages/PixInParks-challenge.aspx
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/Activities/Biking-Hiking/Pages/PixInParks-challenge.aspx
https://www.sjpl.org/blog/pixinparks-2019
https://www.sjpl.org/blog/pixinparks-2019
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/search/C__Sohlone__Orightresult__U?lang=eng&suite=def
https://www.sjpl.org/caroom
https://www.sjpl.org/caroomsearch?words=ohlone
https://www.sjpl.org/caroomsearch?words=La+Polka
https://www.sjpl.org/caroomsearch?words=Coyote+Lake
https://www.sjpl.org/users/brandy-maldonado
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb5793049__Sohlone__P0%2C1__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2385729__Sohlone__P0%2C9__Orightresult__U__X6?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1065019__Sohlone__P0%2C3__Orightresult__U__X6?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
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#PixInParks Martial Cottle 

The Park 

 
Martial Cottle Park Entrance ©Brandy Maldonado 

With 287 acres, this south San Jose park offers various activities for you and the family to 
enjoy. The Martial Cottle park has paved walkways that allow runners, walkers, bikers, and 
skaters to enjoy the great outdoors safely. The interactive play area introduces children to life 
size farm animals and farming methods. This urban park celebrates sustainable farming 
processes and highlights innovations in organic farming. 

https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/parkfinder/Pages/martialcottle.aspx
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Located at the south entrance of the park is the University of California Cooperative 
Extension Master Gardeners Community Education Center. At the Education Center you can 
attend master gardener classes to learn more about your garden or purchase succulents 
during center open hours. I suggest visiting the center in the spring, as California wildflowers 
are in full bloom! Across from the Education Center is the Sunset 4-H ranch where you can 
see various farm animals throughout the year raised by 4-H youth members. 

The Hike 

 
Martial Cottle Park south walking trail entrance ©Brandy Maldonado 

This trail is paved and flat which makes it an easy walk in the middle of the bustling city of 
San Jose. This walk is perfect for families, going solo and for all ages! Martial Cottle park is a 
dog friendly park, bring your pups and remember to ask the owners permission before petting 
a cute dog. Here are three book titles you can find at the San Jose Public Library on dog 
friendly hiking in the bay and best practices for hiking with dogs: 

http://mgsantaclara.ucanr.edu/demonstration-gardens/martial-cottle-park/
http://mgsantaclara.ucanr.edu/demonstration-gardens/martial-cottle-park/
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/parkfinder/Pages/Sunset-4-H-Club.aspx
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I arrived at Martial Cottle park after the rain, the sun was out and snowy mountain top peaks 
could be seen in the distance. On this walk I saw plenty of ground squirrels, hawks and 
crows. The park is peppered with large oak trees, but the one you want to find for 
the challenge at the northeast side of the park. This walk took me about 30 minutes, as this is 
one of my favorite SJ parks and I took my time. 

https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/Activities/Biking-Hiking/Documents/PixInParks-2019-martial-cottle.pdf
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb4408883__Shiking%20with%20dogs__Orightresult__U__X4?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb4468987__Shiking%20with%20dogs__P0%2C1__Orightresult__U__X3?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb4781191__Shiking%20with%20dogs__P0%2C2__Orightresult__U__X3?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
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The History 

 
Portrait of Martial Cottle. SJPL California Room, Bernal Family Collection. 

In 1854, Missouri emigrant Edward Cottle moved to Santa Clara county, in an area known 
today as south San Jose. In 1864, Edward Cottle purchased part of Rancho Santa Teresa 
from the Bernal Family, establishing Cottle Ranch. At the ranch, the Cottle family grew hay, 
grain and crops for cattle. The ranch was divided between his two sons as time went on, 
Martial and Warren. Martial Cottle's descendants farmed the land until the late 1990's when 
the family sold the land to Santa Clara County. 

#PixinParks Challenge 
For more information on the #PixinParks challenge check out the Santa Clara County Parks 
Department challenge website or here on my San Jose Public Library blog post describing 
the challenge. 

https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/Activities/Biking-Hiking/Pages/PixInParks-challenge.aspx
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/Activities/Biking-Hiking/Pages/PixInParks-challenge.aspx
https://www.sjpl.org/blog/pixinparks-2019
http://digitalcollections.sjlibrary.org/cdm/singleitem/collection/sjplbernal/id/79/rec/1
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Further Reading on Urban Farming 

     

Further Reading in the California Room 

o Edward Cottle 
o Martial Cottle 
o Cottle Ranch 
o Rancho Santa Teresa 

Special thanks to our friends at the Santa Clara County Parks Department for making this 
challenge available for Santa Clara County residents. 

Submitted by Brandy Maldonado on Thursday, April 25, 2019 - 5:00 AM. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/search/C__SUrban%20Farming__Orightresult__U__X0?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
https://www.sjpl.org/caroom
https://www.sjpl.org/caroomsearch?words=Edward+Cottle
https://www.sjpl.org/caroomsearch?words=Martial+Cottle
https://www.sjpl.org/caroomsearch?words=Cottle+Ranch
https://www.sjpl.org/caroomsearch?words=Rancho+Santa+Teresa
https://www.sjpl.org/users/brandy-maldonado
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb4904850__SUrban%20Farming__P0%2C6__Orightresult__U__X3?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb5740788__SUrban%20Farming__P0%2C16__Orightresult__U__X3?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb4208764__SUrban%20Farming__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=sjpl


 

 

15 
 

#PixinParks Grant County Park 

The Park 

Grant Lake ©Brandy Maldonado 

Located in the east of the Santa Clara Valley, the Grant County Park offers landscape views 
of the foothills. At the park you will see vast grasslands peppered with large oak trees and 
cows grazing lazily. Enjoy peaceful hikes as you take in all nature has to offer. 

Joseph D. Grant County Park is a 10,882 acre open space resource that allows various 
activities year around. These activities include mountain biking, hiking, horseback riding, 
camping, and warm water fishing. There are over 50 miles of trails available to hikers, 
horseback riders and leashed dogs. Over 75% of park trails are marked as mountain bike 
friendly. Discover more local mountain bike friendly parks by checking out these books at 
your local San Jose Public Library: 

https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/parkfinder/Pages/JosephDGrant.aspx
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The Hike 

 
Grant County Park ©Brandy Maldonado 

If you do this hike, it is important to remember that there are grazing cattle in parts of the 
park. I went on this hike in early April, when cows were just starting to have their calves. 
Many herds become territorial and aggressive when welcoming new calves. It is important to 
give herds a wide berth or just go back the way you came if you cannot safely pass a herd. I 
write this because I, not so smartly was wearing headphones on this hike and didn't hear a 

http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb4307855__Snorthern%20california%20biking__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb4291619__Sbay%20area%20biking__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
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mama cow approach me. Luckily I escaped with only minor scrapes from jumping over the 
cattle gate, but I could have gotten seriously hurt. Be aware of your surroundings, don't wear 
headphones and be sure to respect the boundaries of wildlife in the area (I'm sorry mama 
cow, didn't mean to upset you!). 

I had quite the detour around the park but I was able to find the photo op for the challenge. 
This hike took me about an hour as I stopped to watch bullfrogs, butterflies and the heron at 
the lake. There was quite a bit of mud from spring showers, but overall this is a hike worth 
doing again! 

The History 

 
Portrait of Bernal Family. SJPL California Room, Bernal Family Collection. 

In 1990, son of a rich San Francisco merchant, Joseph D. Grant purchased land previously 
owned by the Bernal Family. This land was once part of the Rancho Canada Pala Mexican 
land grant. Grant used his land for cattle grazing (which still occurs today), hunting and 
recreational activities. Joseph D. Grant's family owned the land after his passing in 1942, 
selling parcels as time went on. in 1975, the Santa Clara County purchased the remaining 
land to create a park, the Joseph D. Grant County park. 

https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/Activities/Biking-Hiking/Documents/PixInParks-2019-joseph-d-grant.pdf
http://digitalcollections.sjlibrary.org/cdm/singleitem/collection/sjplbernal/id/66/rec/1
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#PixinParks Challenge 
For more information on the #PixinParks Challenge, check out the Santa Clara County Parks 
Department website or here on my blog. 

Further Reading 

       

Further Research in the California Room 

o Joseph Grant 
o Rancho Canada De Pala 
o Bernal Family 

Special thanks to our friends at the Santa Clara County Parks Department for making this 
challenge available for Santa Clara County residents. 

Submitted by Brandy Maldonado on Thursday, May 23, 2019 - 5:00 AM. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/Activities/Biking-Hiking/Pages/PixInParks-challenge.aspx
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/Activities/Biking-Hiking/Pages/PixInParks-challenge.aspx
https://www.sjpl.org/blog/pixinparks-2019
https://www.sjpl.org/caroom
https://www.sjpl.org/caroomsearch?words=Joseph+Grant
https://www.sjpl.org/caroomsearch?words=Canada+de+pala
https://www.sjpl.org/caroomsearch?words=Bernal+family
https://www.sjpl.org/users/brandy-maldonado
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb4031535__S1001%20fishing%20tips__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb4931565__Sfishermans%20bible__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb5730394__Sfishing__P0%2C4__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
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#PixInParks Coyote Creek Parkway 

The Park 

Coyote Creek Parkway, Coyote Creek Trail. 2019 Pix in Parks photo op. ©Brandy 
Maldonado. 

Coyote Creek Parkway has over 15 miles of scenic views following the Coyote Creek. This 
park has paved walkways that allow hikers, joggers, bicyclists and skaters to enjoy the great 
outdoors. Located between San Jose and the city of Morgan Hill, Coyote Creek Parkway is 
north of Coyote Hellyer County park and south of the Anderson Lake County park. With 
paved trails, and ample space for pedestrian traffic, this park is perfect for those who enjoy 
running outdoors. Here are some books you can find at your local San Jose Public library on 
outdoor running: 

https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/parkfinder/Pages/CoyoteCreekParkway.aspx
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The Hike 

Coyote Creek Parkway, Coyote Creek Trail. ©Brandy Maldonado. 

Exploring new parks is a great way to discover more about where you live. While hiking this 
trail, I discovered the Santa Clara County Model Airplane Society (SCCMAS) has their very 
own park! The SCCMAS park can be found just off the the Coyote Creek trail about 2 miles 
in. At this park, Model airplane enthusiast are encouraged to fly their planes for a small fee 

http://www.sccmas.org/index.php
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb4842040__SRunning%20a%20year__Orightresult__U__X4?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb5850143__Strail%20runs__Orightresult__U__X6?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb5109014__Strail%20running__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
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and families are welcome to enjoy for free! The road into the SCCMAS park is currently 
closed but RC airplane enthusiasts are encouraged to hike in. 

I began my journey midday, on the first day of April. The weather was nice and plenty of birds 
could be heard singing sweet spring tunes. On this trail you'll be sure to see many parkgoers 
on their bikes as this is a paved path. This hike took me about an hour an a half as I stopped 
frequently to enjoy the fields of wildflowers, monarch butterflies and busy 
bumblebees. Finding the photo op is easy, it's one of three picnic tables just past the water 
front. Happy hiking! 

The History 

 
Portrait of Juan Bautista de Anza. SJPL California room, Clyde Arbuckle Photograph 
Collection. 

The Native American tribe, Ohlone lived in what is now known as the Coyote Creek parkway. 
Found in this park are live oak, black oak, and tule reeds that sustained the Ohlone natives. 
The tribe hunted rabbits, deer, and fish for food. Using tule river reeds, the Ohlone created 
huts that they lived and had tribe gatherings in. 

The Coyote creek was first called Arroyo del Coyote by Spanish explorers. Arroyo del Coyote 
was first written about on March 31st, 1776 by Padre Pedro Font. Padre Font came to 
California with the Spanish expeditionist, Juan Bautista de Anza Bezerra Nieto. de Anza 
embarked on an expedition to Alta California from Spain in 1772, arriving in the San Jose 
area in 1776. 

https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/Activities/Biking-Hiking/Documents/PixInParks-2019-coyote-creek-parkway.pdf
http://digitalcollections.sjlibrary.org/cdm/singleitem/collection/arbuckle/id/406/rec/5
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#PixinParks Challenge 
For more information of the #PixinParks challenge check out the Santa Clara County Parks 
Department website or take a look at my blog post on the San Jose Public library 
website describing the challenge. 

Further Reading 

        

Further Reading in the California Room 

       

o Juan Bautista de Anza 
o Father Pedro Font 

Special thanks to our friends at the Santa Clara County Parks Department for making this 
challenge available for Santa Clara County Residents. 

  

Submitted by Brandy Maldonado on Thursday, June 20, 2019 - 5:00 AM. 

https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/Activities/Biking-Hiking/Pages/PixInParks-challenge.aspx
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/Activities/Biking-Hiking/Pages/PixInParks-challenge.aspx
https://www.sjpl.org/blog/pixinparks-2019
https://www.sjpl.org/blog/pixinparks-2019
https://www.sjpl.org/caroom
https://www.sjpl.org/caroomsearch?words=anza%2C+Juan+Bautista+de
https://www.sjpl.org/caroomsearch?words=Father+Pedro+Font
https://www.sjpl.org/users/brandy-maldonado
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb5223674__SAirplanes%20%20%20%20Models%20%20%20%20Radio%20control.__Orightresult__X3?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb5159835__Sgetting%20started%20with%20drones__Orightresult__U__X4?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb5677212__Sunmanned%20aircraft%20systems__P0%2C1__Orightresult__U__X6?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2512624__SJuan%20Bautista%20de%20Anza__P0%2C1__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2777786__SJuan%20Bautista%20de%20Anza__P0%2C18__Orightresult__U__X1?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb4378203__SJuan%20Bautista%20de%20Anza__P0%2C16__Orightresult__U__X1?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
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#PixInParks Upper Stevens Creek 

The Park 

South Grizzly Flat Trail overlook ©Brandy Maldonado 

The Upper Stevens Creek County park is over 1,000 acres located in the Santa Cruz 
mountains. This park has 12.6 miles of trails that are available to hikers, bicyclists, 
equestrians and those who just love the great outdoors! This densely wooded park has a 
variety of redwoods, douglass fir and other Santa Cruz native plants. To discover more about 
Santa Cruz forests check out these materials found at your local San Jose Public library: 

https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/parkfinder/Pages/UpperStevensCreek.aspx
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The Hike 

 
North Grizzly Flat Trail, accompanied by wild turkey. ©Brandy Maldonado 

This trail is not open to bikers, equestrian or dogs but is open to people! The Pix in Parks 
map rates this hike as moderate and out of the five I have completed I would say that it is 
tougher than the others (so far). The map for the challenge states that the this trail is open to 

https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/Activities/Biking-Hiking/Documents/PixInParks-2019-upper-stevens-creek.pdf
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/Activities/Biking-Hiking/Documents/PixInParks-2019-upper-stevens-creek.pdf
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb3843236__Snative%20ferns__Orightresult__U__X6?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2395362__Sgiants%20in%20the%20earth__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb3094373__Sthe%20wild%20trees__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
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bikers and equestrians but a sign just before the trail states otherwise, bike at your own risk! 
This hike has all the lush of the Santa Cruz forests, wild ferns, wildflowers and buzzing bugs! 

The trail climbs elevation fast, remember to go at your own pace and enjoy the greenery of 
the forest! I suggest taking a buddy on this trail as it is a bit isolated and it is fun exploring 
with a friend! My hiking buddy and I started this hike in the early morning to beat the warm 
hours of midday. The further we went along on the trail the more wild turkey we could hear. 
As we called to the turkey many began to join us for our trek, making for a hilarious 
adventure. Don't forget to practice your turkey call for this hike! 

The History 

 
Portrait of Elisha Stevens. Collection of History San Jose, History San Jose Photographic 
Collection. 

Stevens Creek was given the name Arroyo San Joseph de Cupertino by the Spanish 
explorer, Juan Bautista de Anza in 1776. In his travel diary, de Anza discusses resting at the 
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creek with fellow explorers, including Padre Pedro Font. The creek was renamed Cupertino 
creek in 1866. 

South Carolina native, Elijah Stephens (also known as Elisha Stevens) settled along 
Cupertino Creek near Black Mountain in 1848. Stephens is known as the leader of the 
Stephens-Townsend-Murphy party, the first wagon caravan to pass the Sierra Nevada (two 
years before the ill-fated Donner party). Stephens owned more that 150 acres of land near 
the creek and called it Blackberry Farm. 

#PixinParks Challenge 
For more information on the Pix in Parks challenge check out the Santa Clara County Parks 
Department website or take a look at my blog post on the San Jose Public Library website 
describing the challenge. 

Further Reading 

       

https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/Activities/Biking-Hiking/Pages/PixInParks-challenge.aspx
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/Activities/Biking-Hiking/Pages/PixInParks-challenge.aspx
https://www.sjpl.org/blog/pixinparks-2019
https://www.sjpl.org/blog/pixinparks-2019
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2385739__Snot%20just%20trees__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2326128__SWild%20turkey.__P0%2C6__Orightresult__X3?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2385313__Ssierra%20nevada%20tree%20identifier__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
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Further Reading in the California Room  

     
o Stevens Creek 
o Elisha Stephens 
o Elisha Stevens 
o Townsend 

Special thanks to our friends at the Santa Clara County Parks Department for making this 
hike available to Santa Clara County residents. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.sjpl.org/caroom
https://www.sjpl.org/caroomsearch?words=Stevens+Creek
https://www.sjpl.org/caroomsearch?words=Elisha+Stephens
https://www.sjpl.org/caroomsearch?words=elisha+stevens
https://www.sjpl.org/caroomsearch?words=townsend
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2357685__Sthe%20donner%20party%20chronicles__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb4946970__Sthe%20sierra%20nevada%20before%20history__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2777777__Sgeology%20of%20the%20sierra%20nevada__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
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#PixinParks Mt. Madonna 

The Park 

 
Black hawk trail, Mount Madonna. ©Brandy Maldonado. 

Littered with majestic redwood and oak forests, the Mt. Madonna County Park has over 4,500 
acres of land. Hikers and horseback riders have access to 14 miles of trails, including a self 
guided nature trail, a reservable amphitheater and over 100 campsites.The Mount Madonna 
County park is also one of three county parks that have an archery range available for public 
use. The archery range is open 7 days a week except for the first and third Saturdays of the 
month. For more information on archery, take a look at the SJPL catalog for these digital 
materials: 

https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/parkfinder/Pages/MtMadonna.aspx
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/Activities/SportsFacilities/Pages/Archery.aspx
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The Hike 

 

Iron springs trail, Mount Madonna. ©Brandy Maldonado. 

I can't stress it enough folks, be sure to plan ahead. In my hurry to beat the summer heat, I 
forgot to print out my paper map and grab my compass. Both of which would have helped me 

http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb4916197__Sarchery__P0%2C3__Orightresult__U__X6?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb4211986__Sarchery__P0%2C5__Orightresult__U__X6?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb5546763__Sarchery__P0%2C23__Orightresult__U__X4?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
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stay on the correct trail. Be sure to have plenty of water, a light snack and shoes with an 
ankle support for this hike. A friendly reminder: There is a parking fee for this park, it costs $6 
per car to use this park for the day, be sure to have it ready and say hello to friendly park 
rangers. 

I started this hike early in the morning on the first of June, the breeze from the coast made for 
an eerie hike as fog often dropped in from seemingly nowhere. Although I went on a Saturday 
and the parking lot was half full, I went long distances without seeing other people, if you do 
not enjoy hiking alone bring a buddy! This hike took me about 2 hours due to my detour 
but the photo op was relatively easy to find. Only one more park challenge left in this 
magnificent adventure, are you ready? 

The History 

 
Henry Miller's bungalow at Mt. Madonna completed in 1901. Courtesy 
Stadtarchiv Brackenheim, Henry Miller Foundation. 

Before becoming one of the most well-known cattle ranchers in the state of California, Henry 
Miller had a successful butcher business in San Francisco. In 1858 Henry Miller shifted his 
business to cattle raising and quickly became one of the largest producers of cattle in 
California. 

In 1875 Miller bough nearly 13,000 acres of land where Mt. Madonna County Park sits today. 
Miller built his summer home on Mt. Madonna (pictured above), the foundation of which can 
still be seen today. Santa Clara County Parks Department acquired the land in 1927 and 
1953. 

https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/Activities/Biking-Hiking/Documents/PixInParks-2019-mt-madonna.pdf
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#PixinParks Challenge 
For more information on the Pix in Parks challenge visit the Santa Clara County Parks 
Department website or my previous blog on the San Jose Public Library website. 

Further Reading 

    

Further Reading in the California Room 
o Mount Madonna 
o Cattle King 
o Henry Miller 

Special thanks to our friends at the Santa Clara County Parks Department for making this 
challenge available for Santa Clara County residents. 

Submitted by Brandy Maldonado on Thursday, August 22, 2019 - 5:00 AM. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/Activities/Biking-Hiking/Pages/PixInParks-challenge.aspx
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/Activities/Biking-Hiking/Pages/PixInParks-challenge.aspx
https://www.sjpl.org/blog/pixinparks-2019
https://www.sjpl.org/caroom
https://www.sjpl.org/caroomsearch?words=Mount+madonna
https://www.sjpl.org/caroomsearch?words=Cattle+king
https://www.sjpl.org/caroomsearch?words=Henry+miller
https://www.sjpl.org/users/brandy-maldonado
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb4087313__SCalifornia%20rocks__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb3365204__Sarchery__P0%2C2__Orightresult__U__X6?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
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The Park 

 
Calero County Park, Lisa Killough Trail ©Brandy Maldonado 
Calero County Park sits in the eastern foothills of the Santa Cruz mountains. With over 
4,000 acres of land, this is by far one of the most diverse parks in Santa Clara County. 
Calero County park offers water oriented recreational activities such as boating, 
fishing, and water skiing. Land activities include equestrian trails, hiking, bird 
watching and barbecuing. 
With over 18.9 miles of hiking trails, you're likely to see many trees and plants that are 
native to California. During the spring months of March, April and May, hikers can see 
a beautiful plethora of California wildflowers. This park is family friendly (some trails 
have dog restrictions) and is great for all ages. Here are three books you can find at 
the San Jose Public Library on California wildflowers: 

https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/parkfinder/Pages/Calero.aspx
https://www.sjpl.org/
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The Hike 

 
2019 Pix in Parks Challenge Calero County Park Photo Op ©Brandy Maldonado 
I have hiked many times at Calero, but this was my first experience hiking on this side 
of the park and I will definitely be exploring more! The Lisa Killough trail is littered with 
beautiful views of the City of San Jose, the Santa Cruz Mountains and the 
infamous Mount Umunhum! Be aware of your surroundings on this trail as it is shared 
with cyclists and rattlesnake warnings can be seen at the trail entrance. 

https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/Activities/Biking-Hiking/Documents/PixInParks-2019-calero.pdf
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb3399308__Swildflowers__P1%2C34__Orightresult__U__X6?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1828677__Swildflowers__P0%2C7__Orightresult__U__X6?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb5823598__Swildflowers__P0%2C6__Orightresult__U__X6?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
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The #PixinParks challenge rates this hike as hard, but I would rate it as moderate. It 
climbs 600ft. of elevation gradually and has partial shade cover. As I made my way 
through the rich manzanita forest, many butterflies, dragonflies and hawks were 
spotted on this breathtaking hike. Although I completed this hike in the middle of 
summer, many California wildflowers could still be seen along the trail. If you have no 
issues hiking 5+ miles, I recommend this trail for your next adventure! 
The History 

 
Bridge on the Lisa Killough Trail at Calero County Park ©Brandy Maldonado 
Calero County Park was originally inhabited by the Ohlone native American tribe. 
Archeology sites across the park have found historic evidence of the Ohlone at Calero. 
As Colonization reached the bay, Mexican rancheros owned parcels of what is now 
known as Calero County Park. These Californios raised cattle, and farmed the fertile 
lands. 
The Santa Clara county bought parcels of what is now considered the park in 1938, the 
the late 60's, 2003 and 2009. Currently, the Santa Clara County Water District owns the 
reservoir located in the park and the Parks department leases the land owned by the 
district so park goers can have access to water activities. 
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#PixinParks Challenge 
For more information on the #PixinParks challenge check out the Santa Clara County 
Parks Department challenge website or on my blog for the San Jose Public Library. 

Further reading 

       

 
 
 
 
 
Further reading in the California room 

     
Special thanks to our friends at the Santa Clara County Parks Department for making 
this challenge available for Santa Clara County residents. 
Submitted by Brandy Maldonado on Tuesday, March 12, 2019 - 5:05 PM. 
 

 

https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/Activities/Biking-Hiking/Pages/PixInParks-challenge.aspx
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/Activities/Biking-Hiking/Pages/PixInParks-challenge.aspx
https://www.sjpl.org/blog/pixinparks-2019
https://www.sjpl.org/caroom
https://www.sjpl.org/users/brandy-maldonado
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2836953__Sa%20world%20of%20butterflies__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb5854186__SDragonflies__Ff%3Afacetcollections%3A13%3A13%3AAlmaden%3A%3A__P0%2C1__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2140074__Scalifornia%20birds__Orightresult__U__X6?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb5703310__Scalifornios__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb3767203__Smanzanita__Orightresult__U__X6?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2406856__Sbugs%20of%20northern__Orightresult__U__X6?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
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#PixInParks Now What? 
Challenge Complete! 

 
Librarian Brandy Maldonado with Carrie Grisenti, Outdoor Recreation Coordinator for 
the Santa Clara County Parks Department ©Carrie Grisenti 
Congratulations on officially finishing the #PixinParks challenge! Now that you have 
successfully taken the best 7 selfies at challenge photo op markers, it is time to claim 
your prize! Enter your information here, and pick up your prize at the Santa Clara 
County Parks Department office, be ready to show off your amazing selfies! You can 
pick from two prizes a bandana or a t-shirt, supplies is limited. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdmABI4CQQx4ZGfaaIW5irqS1Zw1Z39vcATGfWJBsj3jxIutA/viewform
http://challenge:%20parks%20for%20life%20challenge%2C%20presented%20by%20the%20santa%20clara%20county%20parks%20department.%20http/www.parksforlifechallenge.org/adventures
http://challenge:%20parks%20for%20life%20challenge%2C%20presented%20by%20the%20santa%20clara%20county%20parks%20department.%20http/www.parksforlifechallenge.org/adventures
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Now that you have finished the Pix in Parks challenge you may be looking for your 
next big adventure! if you enjoyed this years' challenge, be sure to take a look at 
the Pix In Parks challenge from previous years! Here are other outdoor challenges you 
may be interested in: 

o The Santa Clara Parks Department also offers another hiking challenge, 
the Parks for life Challenge, which appears to be on hiatus this summer but it is 
a great way to find fun things to do outdoors! 

o Be sure to check out the 52 hike challenge which you can sign up for free here. 
This challenge encourages participants to hike once a week for 52 weeks! For 
more information take a look at the website here. 

o The Passport To Your National Parks is a adventurous way to discover more 
about the United States National Park Service. The Passport to Your National 
Parks cost only $10 and the money you spend purchasing the book supports the 
National Park Service. At each National Park, hikers are encouraged to stamp 
their passport and collect a commemorative stamp to mark their journey. For 
more information on the passport or how to support our National Parks please 
visit the website here. 

Discover more hiking trails and adventures by utilizing the San Jose Public Library. 
Listed here are materials you can find at your local San Jose Public Library to discover 
the great outdoors: 

https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/Activities/Biking-Hiking/Pages/pip-previous-challenges.aspx
http://www.parksforlifechallenge.org/adventures
https://www.52hikechallenge.com/
https://www.52hikechallenge.com/products/free-signup-package
https://www.52hikechallenge.com/pages/resources-guide-to-the-challenge
https://www.52hikechallenge.com/pages/resources-guide-to-the-challenge
https://www.eparks.com/store/go/about-us/
https://www.eparks.com/store/go/about-us/
https://www.eparks.com/store/go/about-us/
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SJPL Blogs 
Check out these blogs about the great outdoors on the San Jose Public Library blog 
site: 

o Summer on the Farm in the South Bay 

o Take a Hike (with the kids) 

o The End of Summer, One Last Adventure 

o eSpotlight: Where the Wildflowers are 

o eSpotlight: This is for the Birds 

Beginning next month I will have a new blog, Adventures Outside, featuring 
information on local parks, hikes and outdoor events! 

https://www.sjpl.org/blog/summer-farm-south-bay
https://www.sjpl.org/blog/take-hike-kids
https://www.sjpl.org/blog/end-summer-one-last-adventure
https://www.sjpl.org/blog/espotlight-where-wildflowers-are
https://www.sjpl.org/blog/espotlight-birds
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb5759897__SBest%20rail%20trail__P0%2C4__Orightresult__U__X1?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb5529600__Surban%20trails__P0%2C1__Orightresult__U__X6?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb2384196__SSouth%20bay%20trails__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb5823626__SHiking%20the%20san%20francisco%20bay%20area__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb5850256__Swalkabout%20northern__Orightresult__U__X6?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
http://discover.sjlibrary.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb4345757__SSanta%20barbara%20and%20ventura__Orightresult__U__X6?lang=eng&suite=sjpl
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#PixinParks Challenge 

 
Mt. Madonna County Park ©Brandy Maldonado 
As a non-native to the Silicon Valley, the #PixinParks challenge was a great way for me 
to learn more about the beautiful county of Santa Clara. If you are eager to learn more 
about the Santa Clara County or to get outdoors, this challenge is the perfect way to 
discover more about your community. For more information on the 
#PixinParks challenge take a look at the Santa Clara County Parks Department 
website or my first blog on the San Jose Public Library website. Special thanks to the 
Santa Clara County Parks Department for offering this challenge and the Parks for Life 
challenge to Santa Clara County residents. 

Park History in the California Room 

https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/Activities/Biking-Hiking/Pages/PixInParks-challenge.aspx
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/parks/Activities/Biking-Hiking/Pages/PixInParks-challenge.aspx
https://www.sjpl.org/blog/pixinparks-2019
https://www.sjpl.org/caroom
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Discover more about the history of San Jose and Santa Clara County parks at the San 
Jose Public Library California room! 
See you on the trails! 
Submitted by Brandy Maldonado on Friday, March 29, 2019 - 10:41 AM. 
 

 

https://www.sjpl.org/caroomsearch?words=Parks
https://www.sjpl.org/users/brandy-maldonado
https://www.sjpl.org/caroom
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