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Attachment 4 
 
 

Coyote Lake – Harvey Bear Ranch County Park Master Plan  
Task Force Meeting #12 • July 15, 2002 

Meeting Notes 
 
 

Task Force Members Present: 
Alicia Borowski; Bill Konle; Doug Reynaud; Carla Ruigh;  Mary-Lou Fitzpatrick; Fadi Saba, Jan Webb, Michael 
Patterson; Kathy Rairden;  
 
Task Force Members Absent: 
Frank Croft; Brent Bear; Brian Seifert; Richard Von Bargen 
 
The financial summary was reviewed and discussed. Following this, Task Force members were asked to vote for 
their preferred alternative.  The vote was as follows: 
 
Task Force Preferred Alternative Recommendation 
 
 
Alternative with Golf Course 
 

 
Alternative with Events Pavilion and Campground 

 
Brent Bear (vote by phone) 
Alicia Borowski 
Bill Konle 
Mary Lou Fitzpatrick 
Richard Von Bargen (vote by phone) 

 
Frank Croft (vote by email) 
Brian Seifert (vote by email) 
Jan Webb 
Doug Reynaud 
Carla Ruigh 
Michael Patterson 
Fadi Saba 
Kathy Rairden 
 

 
 Task Force members were also asked to comment on whether they would like to see a BMX and/or a dual slalom 
course on the West Flat Area.  Some Task Force recognized the need for active youth oriented facilities.  Members 
felt that more information was needed regarding the size, use, and potential impacts of the facility before a 
decision could be made. Concerns included erosion, visual impact and damage to vegetation.  Some Task Force 
members were also concerned that a facility at the Western Flat Area would not duplicate local facilities or efforts 
underway to create more local sites.  Existing Morgan Hill BMX facility was mentioned as a working example that 
attracts significant use, traffic, and noise.  Appropriateness of location is important to minimize the impacts of a 
popular sport.   
 
Recommendations are noted below. 
 
BMX Course on West Flat Area? 
 
Yes Needs More Information No 
Alicia 
Doug 
Michael 
Brian (email vote) 

Kathy 
Carla 
Bill 
Mary-Lou 

Jan 
Fadi 
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Dual Slalom Course on West Flat Area? 
 
Yes Needs More Information No 
Alicia 
Doug 

Kathy 
Carla 
Michael 
Bill 
Mary-Lou 

Jan 
Fadi 
Brian (email vote) 

 
Finally Task Force members were asked whether they could support hang gliding launch and landing on the west 
side. While a potential landing site has been included at the Mendoza property, a launch site has not been 
identified. Launch would be conditional on not allowing vehicles on the slopes or ridge. Landing would need to 
be sited for safety of other users, such as equestrians. 
 
Hang Gliding on Western Slope? 
 
Yes Needs More Information/Defer to 

Staff 
No 

Alicia 
Doug (landing away from 
equestrian center) 
Bill 
Mary-Lou 

Carla 
Michael 

Jan 
Kathy 
Fadi 

 
Other general comments 
 
Fadi Saba suggested that while financial information is important, the decision of the Task Force should be based 
on a vision for the park.  He would like people to think of the park as a “canvas” and decide what uses combine to 
create the best park for the future.  While Coyote Lake-Harvey Bear Ranch is important to the South County, it is 
part of a regional parks system and we need to have vision.   
 
Bill Konle recommends a 27-hole course over an 18 hole course. He also discourages the use of native grasses 
between fairways. This makes it more difficult for players to find their golf balls and extends the length of the 
game. Golfers are interested in playing golf, not native grasses.  Wants to consider placing the clubhouse near the 
former Bear residence, so that people can enjoy the view of the park and the valley.  Suggests that the clubhouse 
portion of the golf course will be used and appreciated by the non-golfing community as well as the golfing 
community. 
 
Doug Reynaud maintains that the land was purchased to retain a remnant of the California landscape and the 
Valley before it all disappears to development.  This need is even in more demand as population pressure creates 
more development throughout the State.  He sees this a chance to recreate native oak woodland on the valley 
floor.  
 
Mary Lou Fitzpatrick supports an environmentally sensitive golf course where a clubhouse could be used as an 
events center.   
 
Other Task Force members mentioned that if a golf course is included, it needs to be environmentally sensitive.  
Fadi Saba suggests that native grasses, oak woodlands, and riparian habitat areas incorporated into a golf course 
design will increase and diversify habitat for wildlife. 
 
The campground should be spread out so there is a feeling of space. Include showers and electricity so that RV’s 
do not run generators.   
 
Carla Ruigh supports the campground/events center pavilion alternative.  Would like to see the campgrounds 
electrified and private generator not allowed.  She sees this use compatible with the ranchlands theme goal while 
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supportive of local events like the Gilroy Garlic Festival, Bonfante Gardens, and others that are important to the 
local economy. 
 
Some Task Force members felt that the alternative with campground and events pavilion is more inclusive of a 
variety of users and supports the ranchland theme.  Other Task Force members suggested that golfers are park 
users also and will use other park facilities in addition to the course 
 
Richard Von Bargen would like to see consideration of both alternatives combined together.  Feels that there is 
adequate space on the 320 acres and good access to the site to allow the development of a park that include s golf, 
camping, equestrian uses, and picnicking.  He is concerned that cost for restoration of hayfield to native grassland 
will prove to be a substantial burden and may not be successful in fighting off aggressive species like yellow star 
thistle.  (Comments by phone) 
 
Kathy Rairden is concerned about the traffic impacts to the local neighborhood from both alternatives 
 
Emailed comments: 
 
Frank Croft: 
“I believe that we have been misled by some incorrect (or incomplete) information concerning the income from a 
golf course.  I spoke with the general managers of the two public golf courses nearest to HBR/Coyote Lake.  Both 
of them have a mixed point of view.  As golfers, they are glad to see another golf course, which increases the 
interest in the activity.  However, as business people, neither one of them was interested in seeing a new golf 
course, especially one where the land is not owned by the business.  Both of them are concerned that there will  
be the ability to undercut their prices (due to being on public land) which could cause either or both of the current 
businesses to fail.  When I asked them to expand, it seems that only 80-90% of the tee times are booked on the 
weekend (and then only for a 4-5 month period), and the ratio during the week is at 50% for those same 5 months.  
During the rest of the year, they are running in the red! 
 
So, how do we expect a contractor to make money running the same business?  Are we going to subsidize them?  
Reduce our fees?  I truly feel, more strongly than ever, that the money being used as a carrot to get this golf 
course in would vaporize upon construction, and leave Santa Clara County parks is a worse condition than 
before! 
 
Next, I reviewed the map (RevDraft Preferred Alt 6-13-02.pdf) and the matrix (RevDraft Preferred Alt Matrix 6-
13-02.pdf) that you sent.  I have the following questions, comments and opinions: 
 
The West Flat Area campground seems to be a great idea, but I would lean toward the 50 number instead of the 
100.  If the sites had a bit more room than most, with nice trees, shrubs planted between them, it would  
hide the RV's and lend to the natural look that is there today. 
 
I do not see it stated that there would be rest rooms and shower facilities at the West Flat Area campground.  
Should this be explicitly stated, since you talk about showers in the Lake area campground. 
 
What type of events would you envision would require use of the 125 unpaved overflow parking spots in the 
West Flat Area? 
 
In the Mendoza ranch area, I am pleased to see the statement: No Fishing Facilities.  There is already a man made 
pond just down the road from the Mendoza ranch (across from a private road).  This has always been a  
great wild bird and water fowl habitat.  However, several months ago, someone in the county removed all the 
cattail plants and other aquatic reeds, and scraped a large area of the ground between the pond and the road for a 
large fishing event for handicapped (the event was middle of June).  Since the plant removal the scraping, the 
water fowl count has plummeted, and will not recover till the vegetation recovers. 
 
In summary, I can completely support the 6-13-02 Preferred Alternative plan.  It allows a slow, gradual 
implementation, with increased fees being collected as increased facilities come on line.” 
 
Brian Seifert 
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“I wanted to enter my comments for the Monday night meeting I am unable tomake.  It probably is no surprise, 
but I am in favor of the revised alternative without the golf course.  Additionally, a BMX site is acceptable to me 
but I have grave concerns about the slolom course.  I am concerned about the hillside visual impact as well as the 
environmental impact and maintenance.  I don't want to drive down Foothill (or 101 forthat matter) and see a scar 
on the hillside.  Even if they could hide it I am concerned about erosion and how the track would be maintained 
to prepare for the winter rains and the potential for serious rilling.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to make these comments.” 
 
Next steps 
 
The Parks and Recreation Commission will be asked to make a recommendation at their August 7 meeting. The 
Task Force and PRC recommendations will then be forwarded to the HLUET (Housing, Land Use, Environment 
and Transportation) Subcommittee of the Board of Supervisors for direction prior to finalizing the Draft Master 
Plan and initiating the environmental review process.  
 
 
Next Meeting:  Parks Commission Meeting: August 7, 2002, 7:00 p.m., County Government Center, Lower Level 

Conference Room . 70 West Hedding Street, San Jose 
 
 


