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 SANTA CLARA
 COUNTY PARKS
 WWW.PARKHERE.ORG

MEETING
ANNOUNCEMENT

 Task Force Meeting No. 9
   Date: Thursday, Mar. 14, 2002

    Time:  6:30 pm to 8:30 pm
Gilroy Senior Center

7371 Hanna Street
 Gilroy

(See location map below)

For more information, contact:
      Elish Ryan, Park Planner

  (408) 355-2236
  or visit our website at

 www.parkhere.org

Each month the Parks Department
posts a copy of this newsletter on our
website. We also mail over 450 copies
to interested community members
and organizations.  This number has
steadily grown from the intial list of
120 names developed from our first
community meeting in November
2000.  We appreciate your interest in
this project and comments are always
welcome.  Comments may be submit-
ted to Parks staff, though our website,
at Task Force meetings, or you may
contact any of our project task force
members listed on the back of this
newsletter.
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Gilroy Senior Center
7371 Hanna Street

Location Map
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Newsletter Circulation Update

Next Project Phase:  Preferred Design Alternative
Public Input on Design Alternatives

From a turnout of approximately 75 members of the public at the
February 28, 2002 Community Meeting, the Task Force members,
Parks and Recreation Department Staff, and project consultant, Lee
Steinmetz, received input from involved citizens.  This Commu-
nity Meeting marked an important milestone in capturing the
public's perspective on the three design alternatives for the Coy-
ote Lake-Harvey Bear Ranch County Park Master Plan.  Through
small break-out groups facilitated by Staff and Task Force mem-
bers, the participants discussed the various program elements
within each design alternative and prioritized those that they felt
would be appropriate for a Preferred Design Alternative Plan.  The
general outcome of the group discussions supported the multi-use
trails element.  There was also support for other elements that re-
inforced the ranchland and environmental sensitivity themes out-
lined earlier in the project goals.  In general, the participants fa-
vored some integration and variation of the program elements pro-
posed in Alternatives #1 and #2.
Considerable discussion was spent on the proposed golf course
element within the 300 acres of the flat area by New and San Mar-
tin Avenues, known as the "West Flat Area."  It was recognized
that the community is still divided on the appropriateness of a
golf course.  However, this element has been identifed as having
the greatest potential for generating revenues for the countywide
parks and recreation system and may be the vehicle to fund most
of the Coyote Lake Bear Ranch Park proposed development.  Some
participants thought that further consideration of this concept
should be explored but most participants all had strong reserva-
tions about including a 27-hole golf course.

Next Steps
The Task Force will reconvene on March 14, 2002 to review the
public input on the design alternatives and discuss the elements
for a Preferred Alternative with the Staff and Lee Steinmetz.  Once
the Task Force has met, the internal Project Team within the Parks
and Recreation Department will meet to review the Task Force's
recommendations and develop a Preferred Alternative Plan.    It is
anticipated that a  Preferred Alternative Plan will be presented to
the County Parks and Recreation Commission on May 1, 2002.  At
this time, members of the public may continue to provide their
input to the Commission and Department.


