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Martial Cottle Park Master Plan 
A collaborative planning project between  

California State Parks and  
Santa Clara County Parks & Recreation Department 

 

 

 
Task Force Meeting #2 
Meeting Summary 
 
Time and Location: 

December 11, 2007, 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
Gunderson High School 
Media Room 
622 Gaundabert Lane 
San Jose, CA 
 
Attendance: 

Task Force Members Present 
Charlie Friedericks, member-at-large 
R. Brian Gardiner, member-at-large  
Rachael Gibson, Office of Supervisor Don Gage  
Frank Giordano, Donor’s Representative 
Frances Grammer, Office of Assemblymember Jim Beall, Jr. 
Eric Crane, Office of Councilmember Nancy Pyle 
Virginia Holtz, Board of Directors for Santa Clara County Open Space Authority 
Rob Iverson, member-at-large 
Bruce Medlin, member-at-large  
Laura Monczynski, member-at-large 
Kevin O’Day, Santa Clara County Department of Agriculture & Environmental Management 
Adina Pierce, VEP Community Association 
Mike Potter, Office of Assemblymember Joe Coto  
Marilyn Rodgers, VEP Community Association (Alternate) 
Erik Karstan Smith, City of San Jose Parks & Recreation Commission 
Greg West, Santa Clara County Parks & Recreation Commission 

Task Force Members Absent  
James C. Rowen, Santa Clara County Historical Heritage Commission 
Khoa Vo, Santa Clara County Parks and Recreation Commission  

Members of the Public  
Cynthia Abbott 
Deb Adair, Cevalo 
Cynthia Batchelder 
Lu Anne Behringer 
Lynda Boman 
Mike Bousman, VEP 
Sandy Bousman, VEP 
Martha Bryan 
Lynn Buck 
Jerry Buck 
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Nick Centanni 
Edward Coe 
Bob Colby 
Holly Davis, Equestrians, 4-H, Grange 
Diana Disney, Cevalo 
Jim Dumanowski 
Judy Elrite, Colony Green HOA 
Dave Fadness, VEP 
Ellen Finch, Master Composters HCEP 
Claude Fletcher 
Kirby Gong 
Chris Gremich 
Pat Grilione 
Vada Jo Hollingsworth 
Ronald Horii, Friends of Santa Teresa Park 
Judy Ingols 
Pringle Johnston 
Jack Knoop 
Jerry Larson 
Ralph Linke 
Sharon Luongo 
Vicki Manibusan 
Evelyn McGarry 
Rick Mercer 
Barbara Peckema 
Carlos Robledo 
Mary Ann Rustin 
L.V. Smith 
Peter Voelter 
Vera Voelter 

Project Team Members  
Julie Mark, Santa Clara County Parks and Recreation Department (SCCPRD) Deputy Director  
Jane Mark, SCCPRD Project Manager  
Tamara Clark-Shear, SCCPRD Public Information Officer  
Rachel Schultz 

Consultants 
Steve Hammond, WRT 
Jacob Tobias, WRT 
Brook Jensen, WRT 
Sibella Kraus, SAGE 

TAC Members  
Dave Giordano, Giordano Farms  
Dave Mitchell, City of San Jose Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Services 
Hans Toensfeldt, 4-H/Clover Foundation  
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Meeting Summary 

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 

Jane Mark introduced the SCCPRD staff, the consultant team, and thanked Task Force member Rob 
Iverson for helping to secure the Gunderson High School facility for this meeting.  The Task Force 
members introduced themselves. 
 
2. ACCEPT TASK FORCE MEETING #1 SUMMARY 
Task Force Meeting #1 Summary was accepted unanimously by the Task Force. 
 
3. COMMUNITY WORKSHOP#1 – REVIEW OF OUTCOMES 
The Community Workshop #1 Summary was distributed in the meeting packet.  Steve Hammond 
reviewed the priorities and issues that were solicited from the break-out groups.   
 
4. REVIEW OF SUBMITTED PUBLIC COMMENTS TO DATE 
A Summary of Public Comment Forms from Community Workshop #1, a Draft Summary of Public 
Comments Received as of December 10, 2007, and copies of all written comments (e-mail and 
comment forms) were distributed to the Committee members and meeting participants as part of the 
meeting packet.  The Department has received substantial comments since the start of the project.  The 
comments vary in topic from traffic concerns, to native plant opportunities, to potential on-leash dog 
use within the park. 
 
5. UPDATE ON DRAFT RESOURCE INVENTORY REPORT 
Steve Hammond reviewed the progress on the Draft Resource Inventory report.  The consultants 
submitted a Draft Resource Inventory to the Project Team and Technical Advisory Committee for 
review in early October, received feedback from SCCPRD staff, State Parks staff and the Technical 
Advisory Committee, and completed revisions to the report.  The Final Draft Resource inventory is 
currently under review by SCCPRD and State Parks staff.  An Executive Summary will be added early 
in 2008.  State Parks will conduct a site survey for cultural resources, particularly for any potential 
archaeological findings along Canoas Creek, and incorporate findings and recommendations into the 
Final Draft Resource Inventory in early 2008.  The Final Draft Resource Inventory will be posted to the 
SCCPRD Web site for public review at that time. 
 
Task Force Comments 
At this point in the meeting, comments regarding what had been covered so far were solicited from the 
Task Force.  One Task Force member noted that the priorities gathered at Community Workshop #1 
have redundancies.  For example, cultivated fields and specialty crops are both listed separately, and the 
produce stand and farmers’ market may be redundant in terms of their purpose.  The committee 
member suggested that these should be listed as one item each.  Another committee member suggested 
further prioritization of these program elements. The consultants responded that they didn’t want to be 
presumptuous in interpreting the community’s comments about these priorities, and that the program 
elements will be refined for the development of the Draft Master Plan Program Document. 
 
6. DRAFT OPPORTUNITIES AND CONSTRAINTS ANALYSIS 
The Draft Opportunities and Constraints Analysis was also distributed as part of the meeting packet. 
Steve Hammond stated that the Draft Opportunities and Constraints Analysis and the Draft Vision 
Statement, Goals and Objectives were based on input gathered from the first Community Workshop and 
the previous Task Force and Technical Advisory Committee meetings.  Opportunities that are not 
consistent with Donor’s Vision were not listed in the summary. 
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Steve Hammond reviewed the Donor’s Vision and deed restrictions on park use.  He then reviewed the 
summary and maps for the Draft Opportunities and Constraints in a PowerPoint slide show. 
 
Task Force Discussion 
The Task Force discussed the following issues regarding the Draft Opportunities and Constraints 
Analysis: 
 
Red foxes:  In response to a Task Force member’s inquiry, one community member stated that red 
foxes have been living on the site for at least 21 years—as long as he had lived near the property.  Steve 
Hammond commented that the foxes enter the property along the creek corridor, and that it would not 
be simple to eliminate them; it would be an ongoing management issue. 
 
Feral cats:  In response to an inquiry about whether there was a problem with feral cats on the property, 
Frank Giordano responded that there are feral cats on the property.  One Task Force member noted that 
sustainable agricultural methods of controlling feral cats and other invasive animal species often 
involve the introduction of other beneficial species. Steve Hammond stated that cats could be a problem 
for the establishment of burrowing owls, and noted that whether feral cats are considered a problem 
depends on the park’s resource management program. 
 
Sewer easement: A City of San Jose sewer easement runs north-south in the western part of the 
property.  The easement contains a functioning sewer line and is required for sewer maintenance and 
testing.  Sewer maintenance trucks have been seen on the site recently. 
 
Chynoweth Avenue right-of-way:  A Task Force member inquired about a potential land swap between 
the County and City of San Jose for the additional right-of-way along Chynoweth Avenue.  He sought 
additional information on who owns this additional right-of-way. Since the City is already completing 
an agreement with the County for the widening of Branham Lane and Snell Ave, there may be minimal 
opportunity for this land swap.  Still, there are potential opportunities to work with the City of San Jose 
on improvements along the Chynoweth Avenue right-of-way.  There is currently no sidewalk north of 
Chynoweth.   
 
Public health and the siting of agricultural components:  The siting of agricultural components, such as 
livestock animals and food grown on the farm, should consider potential food safety issues, such as the 
potential for cross-contamination of e-coli bacteria with farm animals and food service areas.  One Task 
Force member stated that organic methods of farming would minimize this risk.  However, another 
Task Force member noted that there is scientific literature that found that contamination comes with 
many sources and can occur with any type of farming practices, whether conventional or organic 
farming.  While there is disagreement about the origins of e-coli contamination sources, potential risks 
should be addressed and best practices should be followed to prevent cross-contamination between the 
farm areas and food service areas.  A Task Force member recommends a consideration for farming to 
be organically-grown.  Sibella Kraus discussed the importance of regulations to maintain certain 
practices that would fulfill sustainable agriculture.  It was noted by the Donor’s Representative that the 
farm was not historically an organic farm – the farm used what was needed to raise crops, including 
pesticides and herbicides – which were not an issue at that time. 
 
7.  DRAFT VISION, GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
The Preliminary Draft Vision, Goals and Objectives document was also shared with the 
Committee at the meeting.  Steve Hammond emphasized that these should be considered preliminary, 
as the goals and objectives will be refined throughout the planning process.  Steve Hammond presented 
the goals and objectives in a PowerPoint slide show. 
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Task Force Discussion: 
The Task Force discussed the following topics related to the Draft Goals and Objectives: 
 
Buffers: One Task Force member requested that a specific objective be added to establish buffers and 
adequate transitions between different program uses and elements within the park, in order to protect 
uses from one another, to enhance those uses, and to create visual lines of sight and direct people within 
the park.  
 
Steve Hammond stated that a separate objective could also address public health issues related to 
agricultural elements in the park.  One Task Force member noted that not having cattle in feedlots 
would remove most of the risk of produce contamination.  Fencing would most likely be needed to keep 
the general public out of cultivated areas. 
 
Border control and security:  In response to a question from a member of the public,  the Master Plan 
will discuss boundary protection, hours of operations and access.  Whether the current fencing will 
remain, and the locations of openings, will be part of this future discussion.  Per the County’s current 
ordinance, the regional park hours are from 8:00 a.m. to sunset. 
 
One member of the public noted that a neighborhood watch program may help with security issues. 
There is a benefit to having the park surrounded by homes.  The City’s law enforcement and future park 
rangers will keep an eye on the site as well. 
 
One Task Force member noted that because it is a flat site, it is easy to see into the park from any angle.  
Buffers would cut down views into the park from the street.  Steve Hammond stated that there would 
need to be a careful balance between visual access for security reasons and creating atmosphere and 
adequate buffers. 
 
Trails along Canoas Creek:  One community member asked whether the water in Canoas Creek was  
contaminated with mercury, and noted that there may be a need to keep children from accessing the 
water.  SCCPRD staff will look into that issue. 
 
Alternative transportation within the park (e.g., train): A Task Force member inquired whether the 
concept of the miniature train system has been eliminated as a potential park element.  The 1996 
concept originated from an earlier version of the vision plan, that is not part of the current Donor’s 
Vision that is attached to the grant deeds.  Staff responded that this concept would still be open for 
discussion; however, the Project Team would need to discuss it with the  State .  One Task Force 
member stated that alternative transportation around the park should be considered, although it would 
not necessarily have to be a train. 
 
Affordable entrance fees: Members of the community expressed the desire to have affordable entrance 
fees be included in the goals and objectives.  One member of the community strongly recommended 
against entrance parking fees because of the potential parking problems on adjacent streets; rather, fees 
could be charged for other park amenities.  Steve Hammond stated that goals and objectives related to 
financing and management will be developed later in the planning process.   
 
Housing for resident caretaker:  A member of the community inquired about the future use of the 
existing Life Estate residence for a caretaker. Mr. Lester envisions his home as an interpretive 
center, though not necessarily as a building used for park staff residence.  Sibella Kraus pointed out that 
if there are farm animals in the park, there would need to be 24-hour caretaker on the site.   
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Agricultural hours of operation and impacts to neighbors:  A Task Force member noted that livestock 
operations would be a 24-hour program and would require security. A member of the community noted 
that a livestock breeding programs such as the 4-H youth programs may not be able to comply with the 
hours of operation with the park from 8:00 a.m. to sunset.  Sibella Kraus noted that service roads may 
provide access to farmers to the agricultural elements in the park. 
 
Harvesting and other agricultural activities would also require before and after-hours access.  One Task 
Force member noted that this raises the need for establishing appropriate buffers between agricultural 
uses and adjacent residences given the urban-rural interface of the park. Generally working farms 
generate dirt, noise and odors and this needs to be carefully considered in such a dense urban area.  One 
Task Force member noted that the need for buffers depends a lot on the type of farming: certain types 
of framing would have fewer impacts on neighboring areas.  
 
Large events: A member of the community raised a concern about large events, and asked when and 
what kinds of events were anticipated.  A community member raised the question as to what kind of 
events would be consistent with the Donor’s Vision.  Sibella Kraus noted that harvest festivals might be 
part of a farmer’s revenue opportunity.  Harvest festivals tend to occur during the day. 
 
Santa Clara County Farm Bureau comments 
Task Force Member Kevin O’Day shared the following comments from his presentation of the master 
plan concept at the Santa Clara County Farm Bureau’s November Board of Directors meeting.  Farm 
Bureau Board members expressed the following concerns about the concept:  

• Consider economies of scale.  The Board had a concern about how large these leases would be 
and whether the County would be considering commercial growers for the farms.   

• Would there be long-term or short-term lease opportunities. The length of the lease opportunity 
would affect the type of improvements that tenants would make to the farm and that would 
affect the type of crops grown. 

• What level of control or restrictions would be imposed on the growers and included in the 
leases, such as limiting farming to certain crops and operation times.  

• Issue of site security for protecting the crops, tractors, equipment and supplies. 
• Whether there would be fuel facilities, farm shop and equipment repair facilities. 

 
Kevin O’Day noted that many of the board members were thinking in terms of higher-intensity 
operations. 
 
Jane Mark stated that the Santa Clara County Parks and Recreation Department currently does not have 
a policy restricting the length of leases.  SCCPRD staff will determine whether the State has any such 
restrictions on their leases. 
 
8.  PUBLIC COMMENTS 
The following topics were discussed during the public comment period. 
 
Museum: A member of the community asked whether a museum would be part of the life estate or built 
now as part of the first phase.  Jane Mark stated that there are no plans in place yet regarding a museum.  
This would be determined as part of the master plan process.  Mr. Lester has full use of his property for 
as long as he wishes.  It is not yet known whether a museum would be part of the life estate. 
 
Sewer easement: One member of the public noted that improper sewer line maintenance could impact 
crops.  Steve Hammond stated that the sewer easement would remain.  The easement will be considered 
in park planning and operations. 
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Parking: A Task Force member noted that he would hate to see this land converted into multiple 
parking lots, and asked how much parking need was anticipated and whether locations for the parking 
lots had been considered. Would there be an opportunity to discuss with the Santa Clara Valley Water 
District about the use of their adjacent property as a parking lot?  The Donor’s Vision identifies a series 
of parking lots on the north side of Chynoweth Avenue.  That plan represents a possible arrangement of 
parking, but the final layout will depend on the ultimate program and entrance of the park.  A member 
of the community noted that there are a number of schools with parking that might be available for 
shared parking or overflow parking for special events. 
 
Vendors: A member of the community asked whether outside vendors, such as hot-dog stands, push-
carts and ice cream vendors, would be allowed.  Jane Mark stated that the State would need to be 
consulted since they may have policies with restrictions on these types of commercial vendors. 
 
9. NEXT STEPS / ADJOURNMENT 
Task Force Meeting #3 was scheduled by a vote for January 29th at 6:00.  The location will be 
Gunderson High School.  
The Draft Program Document will be distributed to the Task Force one week in advance of  the 
meeting. 
 
The Task Force should forward comments on the Draft Opportunities and Constraints Analysis and the 
Draft Vision, Goals and Objectives to Jane Mark. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 


