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A collaborative planning project between  
California State Parks and  

Santa Clara County Parks & Recreation Department 

 

 
Task Force Meeting #3 
Draft Meeting Summary 
 
Time and Location: 

February 20, 2008, 6:00 p.m.-8:00p.m. 
Gunderson High School 
Media Room / Library 
622 Gaundabert Lane 
San Jose, CA 
 
Attendance: 

Task Force Members Present 
Erik Karstan Smith, City of San Jose, Parks & Recreation Commission 
Greg West, Santa Clara County Parks & Recreation Commission 
Kevin O’Day, SCC Dept of Agriculture & Environmental Management 
Frank Giordano, Donor’s Representative 
Adina Pierce, VEP Community Association 
Charlie Friedericks, Member-at-large 
Brian Gardiner, Member-at-large 
Virginia Holtz, Board of Directors for Santa Clara County Open Space Authority  
Rachael Gibson, Office of Supervisor Don Gage, District 1, SCC Board of Supervisors 
LauraMonczynski, Member-at-large 
Bruce Medlin, Member-at-large 
Mike Potter, Office of Assemblymember Joe Coto  
Rob Iverson, Member-at-large 
Marilyn Rodgers, Alternative for Adina Pierce, VEP community association 

Task Force Members Absent  
James C. Rowen, Santa Clara County Historical Heritage Commission 
Khoa Vo, Santa Clara County Parks and Recreation Commission  
Frances Grammer, Office of Assemblymember Jim Beall, Jr. 
Eric Crane, Office of Councilmember Nancy Pyle, District 10 San Jose City Council  

TAC Members  
Dave Giordano, Giordano Farms  
Hans Toensfeldt, 4-H/Clover Foundation   
Mike Kent, Master Gardeners 
Libby Lucas, California Native Plant Society 
 

Project Team Members  
Lisa Killough, Santa Clara County Parks and Recreation Department (SCCPRD) Director 
Julie Mark, SCCPRD Deputy Director  
Jane Mark, SCCPRD Project Manager  
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Eddie Guaracha, CA State Parks, Monterey District, Gavilan Sector 
Eric Goodrich, SCCPRD Park Ranger Supervisor 

 

Consultants 
Steve Hammond, WRT 
Brook Jensen, WRT 
Sibella Kraus, SAGE 

Members of the Public  
Evelyn McGarry, 4H 
Jack Knoop 
Mary Andrade 
Bernal Andrade 
Doreen Morgan 
Barbara Shephard 
Peter & Vera Voelter 
Christopher Chen 
Judy Elrite, Colony Green 
Bracey Tiede, UCCE Master Gardener 
Richard Tiede 
Mae Tucker 
Ellen Finch 
Conrad Russo 
Zina Russo 
Ed & Marie Findrick 
Dan & Julie Sheehan 
Quintin Fitzhugh 
Charles Herbert 
Mike & Sandy Bousman, VEP Community Association 
Don & Linda Ferguson, VEP Community Association 
Jerry Larson 
Edward Coe, Colony Field 
Shiloh Ballard, Colony Green HOA 
Kitty Monahan, SC County Horseman 
 
Alicia Plauché, Colony Green 
Richard Bayhurst, Colony Green  
Lisa Harris, HMH Engineers 
 
Martha Bryan 
Ronald Horii, Friends of Santa Teresa Park 
Sally Casey, CNPS 
Sharon Luougo 
Lu Anne Behringer, VEP Community Association 
Pringle Johnston 
Holly Davis, 4H, Coyote Grange 
 
David Erpelding 
Mary Ann Rustin 
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Ralph Linke 
Barbara Fishman, SCC Master Gardeners 
Dave Noel, VEP Community Association 
Josie Supencheck, VEP Community Association 
Jeri Arstingstall, VEP Community Association 
Nick Niizawa 
Judy Ingols 
Frank Ulirande 
Rainer Richter 
Nancy Garrison 
Bill Johnson, VEP Community Association 
Dave & Aiko Fadness, VEP Community Association 
Landa Keirstead, One Step Closer Therapeutic Riding 
 
 
Meeting Summary 
 
1.  WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS 
Jane Mark introduced the SCCPRD staff and the consultant team.  The Task Force members introduced 
themselves. 
 
2.  ACCEPT DECEMBER 11, 2007 TASK FORCE MEETING #2 SUMMARY  
The Task Force accepted the Meeting #2 Summary. 
 
3.  OVERVIEW OF MASTER PLAN PROGRAM DOCUMENT 
Steve Hammond presented a Powerpoint slide show updating the committee on the work that has been 
done since December.  The Program Document pulls together all the background work that has been 
done to date. After the presentation, comments and questions regarding the document were solicited 
from the Task Force.  The deadline for written comments from the Task Force was extended to 
February 27th.  
 
Steve Hammond stated that all of the program elements are preliminary at this point. The list of 
potential program elements provides a “wish list” of possible park facilities and programs for further 
discussion, and it does not necessarily mean they will all be part of the final park master plan. We will 
be considering what is the appropriate mix of programs, what is financially feasible, etc.  In addition, 
the potential partnerships identified in this document provide unique resources to the Parks Department. 
 
In addition to the Program Document, the Resource Inventory is being finalized.  State Parks 
Archaeologist completed site reconnaissance at the park and is developing findings and 
recommendations for revisions to the Resource Inventory. The Resource Inventory will probably be 
released in April. The revised Resource Inventory will be posted on the County Parks website for 
review.  
 
4.  TASK FORCE COMMENTS ON MASTER PLAN PROGRAM DOCUMENT 
The following topics were discussed: 
 
Partnerships 
A Task Force member spoke in support of partnership development as a way to offset costs.  
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Sustainable Design 
A Task Force member commented that he would like to see the County strive for platinum LEED 
certification on this project. Sustainable design can provide an educational component as well. The 
Task Force member identified incorporating natural energy and solar energy to be considered as part of 
the educational program, such as modern “harvesting” of energy. The Task Force member would like to 
see this incorporated into the program document.  
 
Sustainable design is included in the project’s Goals and Objectives. The intent is that this should be as 
green and sustainable as possible, not just in the agriculture component, but in the building designs as 
well. 
 
Trail Access 
A Task Force member asked whether the park will be open around the clock or locked up at night.  The 
park will be closed at night, but there may be a perimeter trail that can be accessed at any time. The 
alternatives will also explore the possibility for a pass-through trail when the park is closed. One Task 
Force member stated that a pass-through trail would be desirable to avoid going around the park so that 
pedestrian and bicycles can travel through the park.  One Task Force member commented that a path on 
the outside of the park fence would eliminate some of the access issues and avoid conflicts with people 
parking in the local neighborhoods to get to the easiest access internal point.  
 
A perimeter trail alternative might consider a proposed trail located along the north, east and south sides 
of the project that would be accessible any time of day, with an internal connection through the park to 
the west side that would be open during regular park hours. 
 
The Opportunities & Constraints analysis identifies potential connections with the light rail station and 
along the Canoas Creek corridor. Some of the members of the VEP Community Association expressed 
concerns about trail access along the creek because it would directly impact people whose homes are 
close tothe creek. These issues will be explored during the next phase. 
 
Visual / Noise Buffer 
A Task Force member commented that, in order for the site to achieve the 1950’s feel, there would need 
to be a visual buffer around the edge to block views of the surrounding land uses.  It could be 
vegetation, trees or a berm around the park with a trail to be located on top of the berm outside of the 
fence, though not inside the protected area of the park. 
 
Another Task Force member expressed concern about a proposed berm and the elevation. It is 
important to consider a buffer between the residences and the interior of the park, but it is also 
important to be able to see into the park for people driving by and to draw people in. In addition, for 
security purposes, the police need a sight line to observe inappropriate activity that may take place in 
the park.  The Task Force member shared that people enjoy looking into the park from the sidewalk and 
street.  
 
One Task Force member commented that a buffer could be incorporated as part of the agricultural 
element, with blackberries, red currants and other low-growing shrubs, or small fruit trees. It should be 
low-growing greenery which will provide sight lines  into the park and provide a noise barrier.  
 
One Task Force member asked whether the Donor spoke about seeing the hills from the middle of the 
park and whether he is truly concerned about not seeing the adjacent residences from within the park.  It 
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would be important to further explore this with the Donor. It would be helpful to seek clarification so 
that we are not basing it on folklore to design the master plan. There will be tradeoffs between the 
people living next to the park wanting to look in versus people desiring views out of the park.  The 
challenge exists in terms of developing a good site design. 
 
Steve Hammond commented that currently, when one is in the middle of the site, one does not tend to 
notice the houses surrounding the park. One tends to look past the houses in the foreground to the 
hillsides. With just a little bit of gardens and orchards in the foreground you’re not going to notice those 
houses at all. This issue should be one that can be addressed with landscaping. 
 
A Task Force member commented that the park should use native plants as the primary plants for 
buffers.  Farmers used what was there historically. There are a lot of different elements that need 
buffers. 
 
Traffic Impacts to Neighbors 
A Task Force member commented that considering similar parks such as Ardenwood would be a good 
way to get an idea of what would be expected at Martial Cottle Park.  Based on the visitorship and 
attendance at Ardenwood, it would provide the potential visitor numbers and traffic impacts on the 
neighborhood.  There are roughly 50-500 visitors per day at the lessee’s Pumpkin Patch currently at 
Martial Cottle Park; the Christmas tree farm  probably has the same amount of visitors.  Dave Giordano 
stated that the produce stand would receive approximately 150-200 people per day, with more visitors 
on the weekends.  
 
This same Task Force member summarized his point by stating, given the existing uses going on and 
high volume of visitors attending the produce stand activities already, there should not be any additional 
impacts when the park is developed since neighbors aren’t seeing much impact in the neighborhood 
now.  The case study report identified Emma Prusch Park with 78,000 vistiors/year, whereas the 
pumpkin patch at Martial Cottle Park has 61,000 visitors/year. There could be some times where there 
would be greater intense park uses such as harvesting festivals, but on a daily basis, the impacts would  
be negligible.  Accommodating an additional 1,000 people per day should not  result in any greater 
impact to the local neighborhoods, according to this Task Force member.  
 
Farming Impacts to Neighbors 
A Task Force member stated that the farming activities are more positive than negative to the 
neighborhoods.  Surrounding neighbors have no problems with the current agricultural activity on the 
site. “We look forward to the farming activities – and we just close our windows. It is fun for my kids 
to watch the disking.” 
 
Food Preparation 
One Task Force member questioned the value of the food preparation facility component.  Another 
Task Force member stated that there are significant benefits to having an on-site kitchen.  A licensed 
kitchen can allow farmers to process farm products, produce value-added products out of surplus crops. 
Steve Hammond also stated that a kitchen could help in building the identity of the Martial Cottle Park. 
There could be a Martial Cottle Park label that informs and enhances the branding of the park’s name 
on jams, jellies, etc. Or there is a potential for a café that demonstrates how local produce can be 
prepared and served that members of the public can taste.  Sibella Kraus stated that a kitchen can also 
have an educational component teaching cooking classes.  A Task Force member inquired whether the 
kitchen would be run by a concessionaire and stated that the park could partner with the local high 
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school’s home economics class.  All of these elements are preliminary to explore the potentiality and 
possibility of what is financially feasible. 
 
Agriculture, Produce Marketing 
One Task Force member noted that some farms that contract directly with consumers and with 
individual homeowners (other than Community Supported Agriculture). This is an important marketing 
element that needs to be incorporated. 
 
Equestrian Program Element 
A Task Force member asked whether a concessionaire would board horses on the site or bring horses to 
the site.  Steve Hammond stated that a concessionaire would probably board the horses and that the 
equestrian facility would probably offer a program for children, since the park is limited in size for 
equestrian activities.  
 
Grassy Area/Irrigation 
A Task Force member commented that a grassy area would require a lot of water at a time when we are 
going to have water shortages and erratic water supplies. Another Task Force member commented that 
there is no mention of recycled water in the report; we should acknowledge it in the document. It was 
noted that there are a lot of wells on site, but the Task Force member was not sure if they can be used to 
store recycled water. The Guadalupe River Park and Gardens offer a community garden that uses 
recycled potable water as a precedent. Another Task Force member commented that maybe the recycled 
water can be incorporated into a water feature, like a grey water pond.  
 
[Note: There are not currently plans to extend the City of San Jose’s reclaimed water system to the site.  
The well water available on the site is expected to be able to supply most, if not all, of the site’s 
irrigation needs although future municipal water connections would need to be considered for potable 
water uses.] 
 
Caretaker Residence 
A Task Force member noted that a larg farm operations would need staff, for whom housing would 
need to be considered.  At Full Circle Farm, the staff looked at recruiting UCSC agroecology graduate 
students to live on the site and work on the land – so they would get practical experience and a place to 
live as well as provide on-site security. 
 
Wildlife 
A Task Force member commented that there is a lot of existing wildlife on the site. We need to consider 
a programming element   such as a wildlife observation deck. The study/observation of wildlife should 
be focused on the "effects that wildlife has on farming," such as how hawks keep the rodent population 
down.  If an elevated observation area were included, visitors could have unobstructed views of both 
birds and smaller critters from a distance without disturbing them. Another Task Force member 
commented that many birds control the rodent population. As a wildlife photographer, one of the Task 
Force members noted the presence of Great White Egrets, hawks and other great birds in the park. 
 
Soil 
Two Task Force members commented that the soil should be considered in locating different program 
elements.  It was stated that we should preserve as much of the good soils for agriculture and that the 
poor soils would be developed for non-agricultural uses. Another Task Force member stated that “there 
is no such thing as bad soil, just soil that hasn’t had enough compost put in it.” 
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5.  PUBLIC COMMENTS 
• Dave Fadness informed the Committee and meeting participants that Our City Forest (nonprofit tree 

planting organization) is a very good friend of our city and is struggling to look for a piece of land 
for a permanent home for their trees. The organization’s ultimate goal is to provide educational 
programs and they would be a perfect partner for Martial Cottle Park. Judy Ingols, a member of the 
project’s TAC committee, has worked with this organization and identified them as a potential 
partner for the native plant nursery component. 

 
• Nancy Garrison informed the group that Master Gardeners offers public tastings. It would be great 

to tie in to that public kitchen with chili tasting and pepper tastings. Also, it is hoped that the 
educational facilities would be large enough to hold at least 150 people capacity. There are lots of 
local organizations and garden clubs that would love to have their meetings in a building there. 

 
• A member of the public inquired about considerations for an underground parking structure such as 

Hayes Mansion. In response to this question, Steve Hammond stated that the cost would be 
prohibitive to develop, at approximately $30K-50K per parking space.  

 
• Quintin Fitzhugh, a neighbor, stated that, “I love the idea of having an outside trail or par course 

because I love to walk, and I want to see inside – no wall.”  
 
• Mr. Fitzhugh also inquired whether there is a way that the girl/boy scouts can camp inside the park 

where they could be safe?  Then part of their usage fee could be in the form of cleaning up the park 
to keep maintenance costs down. My fear is that if we build this park, then without the funds it goes 
down hill and the park becomes an eye sore. Steve Hammond stated that the discussion about on-
site overnight camping has been tossed around has not generally received much support.  Jane Mark 
stated that the County Parks Department does provide youth camping opportunities through the 
Junior Ranger program which could take place at Martial Cottle if that is a future program element. 

 
• Kitty Monahan stated, “The plan is fantastic. You are doing a wonderful job. I love the equestrian 

center and the trails. I did see that you put in a ranger station, I would like to note somewhere that 
Martial Cottle is its own separate, special park with its own staff, and is not connected to another 
park where a ranger comes by once a week. I want the stamp to be there permanently, so that if we 
ever do get a new director it is known.” 

 
• Ed Findrick stated, “This park sits strategically between Guadalupe River bike trail and Coyote 

Creek trail, so it would be nice to consider bike lane trail enhancements.” 
 
• Holly Davis stated that, “We have been talking about a lot of farming things; I would like to see 

more animal husbandry here like at Emma Prusch Park where you can learn how to raise farm 
animals.  There has also been lots of discussions about a range of programs, I would like to stay 
focused on historic agriculture and farming emphasis.” 

 
• According to David Erfelding, “We should consider the re-invention of old ideas like straw bale, 

and adobe building design. Think green and use  recycled material. Although we may not have 
infrastructure for reclaimed water, it is a great idea to recycle and reclaim the water from the site for 
the lawn but I don’t think that there would be enough water generated from the site to sustain that 
lawn.” 
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• Richard Bayhurst inquired about the proposed miniature train system that was intended to go 
around the perimeter of the park. In response to this question about the train component, Steve 
Hammond stated that it is not completely off the table, but does not seem to be getting too much 
attention right now.  

 
• Additionally, Mr. Bayhurst inquired about how many buildings will be built on the site. Steve 

Hammond stated none have been built and that this has not been determined.  As part of the 
program level analysis, we are looking at activities and functions that may take place within the 
existing buildings. Some of the program elements might take place in existing buildings when the 
life time estate becomes available. There may be some additional buildings. The multi-purpose 
pavilion, for instance, might be a new building. The number of new buildings would be limited.  

 
• Mr. Fitzhugh asked, “Have you also considered donating the fruits and vegetables grown on the site 

to senior centers in the area?” 
 
• Mike Kent of the UC Master’s Gardeners Program stated that we could explore a “Plant a Row” 

option and program for donation. Most home gardeners do not have enough space to plant enough 
rows for donations. 

 
• Christopher Chen stated that as a neighbor, “one of the biggest problems I have related to the farm 

is there are lots of rats that come into my garden from the fields. I would like you all to consider 
small animal/rat control.”  

 
• Mae Tucker informed the group that the fox population is keeping the rat population down. “What 

are you planning on doing about the foxes?”  In response, Steve Hammond stated that this is a 
management issue that needs to be addressed. We have identified the issue, but don’t know the 
answer yet.  She shared that there are several wildlife societies in Santa Clara County such as the 
Wildlife Center of Silicon Valley that should be consulted before doing anything. They are very 
good at relocating animals.”  

 
 
• A Task Force Committee member stated that the foxes have been there a long time, for more than 

20 years. There is some community support for leaving them there. 
 
• According to Edward Coe, these foxes travel, go up and down the creek. They don’t just stay there. 

Currently there are about five or six foxes living on the site. 
 
• Shiloh Ballard of the Colony Greens Homeowners Association, stated that she did not like the idea 

of the berm or anything that shields vision into the park. In terms of the County parks generally 
maintaining a single vehicular access point, she would like to open the discussion to developing 
two access points. In the program document, the report details stoplights around the park and it 
missed the one in front of Safeway 

 
•  
•  
 
• Mr. Fitzhugh stated his preference for grass. He asked, “How are you going to incorporate lawn? I 

would like to go out there and lay on the grass.” 
 

Martial Cottle Park Master Plan 
Task Force Meeting #3, Feb. 20, 2008  Page 8 of 9 
 



• According to Nancy Garrison, “Regarding the grass, we just need to look at the native species… it 
is so doable. Sally Casey is here and an expert on native plant species.” 

 
• Rainer Richter emphasized the use of the VTA parking lot at the LRT station, “Look at using the 

parking lots from the light rail station and other neighboring parking lots for park use.  People are 
using the parking lots at different hours than they would the park, so it would seem to be a 
complimentary relationship. I would rather see fewer parking lots around the park to preserve other 
vista areas. Blossom hill parking lot is another possibility.” 

 
• Jesse Mandis asked, “Will the community gardens be operational sometime this year?”  Jane Mark 

responded that they will not be operational this year since the County is still finalizing a partnership 
agreement with the City of San Jose. However, they will probably be developed in two to three 
years in partnership with the City of San Jose staff who will design, construct and manage the 
community gardens. 

 
• Ms. Ballard publicly thanked Jane Mark for working so hard on this project.  Jane  has been very 

responsive to all my emails.  She appreciates it. 
 
 
6.  NEXT STEPS 
Jane Mark thanked everyone for sharing their input and comments.  The SCCPRD has received many 
public comments since December.  Additional comments to the Program Document will be accepted 
until February 27th.   
 
The next step is to revise the draft Program Document and to forward it to the County Parks 
Commission.  The presentation of the Draft Master Plan Program Document will be scheduled for April 
2nd for the Parks Commission’s review and consideration.  Following the Commission meeting, the 
project will proceed into the design development phase. This Task Force will reconvene in June.  
 
The State Parks classification hearing for Martial Cottle Park has been postponedto Fall of 2008. 
However, this milestone should not impact the design alternativesphase. 
 
In addition, as part of the environmental review phase for the master plan, we will evaluate and discuss 
the future potential environmental impacts of this park on the local neighborhoods. Members of the 
community and Task Force can continue to provide comments and forward concerns that the Parks 
Department can filter into the environmental review process.  
 
CLOSING REMARKS 
Lisa Killough thanked everyone for attending and for sharing their comments.  In the next phase 
the County Parks Department will be considering the details and start narrowing our focus, and that 
focus will primarily be set by the Donor’s vision. We have a high level of obligation because of the 
donor’s gift to realize his vision. Lisa Killough encouraged everyone to keep this vision in mind – 
because this is our blue/green print. 
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