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1.1 Project/Park Overview 
Sited within the Santa Cruz Mountains, Mount Madonna County Park (Mount Madonna/
Park) was first opened in 1927 to allow Santa Clara County residents the opportunity to es-
cape the more hurried pace of the County’s urban core. As the second oldest park within the 
Santa Clara County Department of Parks and Recreation (County Parks/Department) system, 
Mount Madonna is a highly popular camping destination making up more than one-half of 
the Department’s yearly camping revenue. Other activities supported by the Park’s existing 
facilities include picnicking, hiking, horseback riding, and outdoor education and interpreta-
tion. 

1.2 Background of the Master Plan 
The original Mount Madonna Master Plan1, completed in 1941, could not anticipate the pop-
ulation explosion that later came to the Santa Clara Valley or the immense popularity that 
the Park has seen in recent years. This visitation boom left Mount Madonna’s existing visitor 
center and camping facilities behind the pace of demand, and additional planning needed to 
consider how to best develop the Park to meet the desires of a growing public. In addition, 
the Park itself has grown physically in the past 75 years; additional acquisitions were made in 
1930, 1961, 1980, 1991, 1997, 2009 and 2014.
In 2015, the County Parks Department identified that Mount Madonna County Park should 
be the focus of a new Master Plan effort, and funding was identified to allow this process to 
take place. It was the intent of the Department to primarily focus planning on existing de-
veloped areas of the Park in order to minimize environmental impacts and to concentrate 
development in a way that would be most efficient for both future use and implementation 
purposes. The idea was to consider how existing use areas and visitor amenities, including 
the visitor center, might be either improved in place or expanded, and how additional facili-
ties might best be positioned to optimize the relationship between old and new. 

Photo of Park setting
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Figure 1. Location Map

Mount Madonna 
County Park
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1.3 Location and Regional Context
Mount Madonna County Park is an ap-
proximately 4,605-acre park located in 
the unincorporated portion of Santa Clara 
County between the cities of Gilroy and 
Watsonville. The southern boundary of the 
Park coincides with the Santa Cruz County 
line. Since its purchase by the County Parks 
Department in 1927, the Park has remained 
largely undeveloped; redwood groves, flow-
ing creeks and scenic views are its predom-
inant features. Today roughly 4,200 acres 
of the Park remain in a natural state, while 
400 acres are developed with visitor-serving 
amenities and roadways. 

Approximately one mile to the northeast, 
the 4.5-acre Chitactac-Adams Heritage 
County Park is the closest County Park. The 
closest State Park is The Forest of Nisene 
Marks State Park (over 10,000 acres) ap-
proximately 20 miles northwest. The area 
immediately surrounding the Park is primar-
ily residential and rural in nature. The Coun-
ty of Santa Clara General Plan2 surrounding 
land use designations are Hillsides (20-160 
acres per dwelling unit) and Ranchlands 
(20-160 acres per dwelling unit), while the 
adjacent land within Santa Cruz County 
is Mountain Residential (10-40 acres per 
dwelling unit) per their General Plan3. 

Grassland and scenic view at Mount Madonna
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The following businesses operate near the Park: 
• Mount Madonna Stables. Located approximately 1/10th of a mile from the entrance 

to Mount Madonna, this privately owned and operated horse stable boards and rents 
horses, offers lessons, and leads guided rides in the Park.  

• Mount Madonna Center. A privately owned conference, retreat and yoga center, this 
facility is located 1 ½ miles to the northwest of the Park entrance. The Center rents 
conference and meeting space, rooms, cabins, tents and campsites, and houses the 
Sankat Mochan Hanuman Temple.

• Mount Madonna School. Approximately 1 ¾ miles to the northwest, this private school 
serves preschool through 12th grade.

• Gilroy Gardens. A major family-oriented theme park, Gilroy Gardens extends from 
Hecker Pass Highway to the Park’s southeast boundary.

• Mount Madonna Inn. Located near the main entrance to the Park, the Inn property was 
once home to a gas station, horse corrals, and a banquet hall. At present, the facility is 
closed, but should it reopen, it could provide lodging near the Park. 

Figure 2. Vicinity Map

Mount 
Madonna 

County Park
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1.4 Master Plan Intent and Structure
As a result of an in-depth planning process that included site assessments, staff and pub-
lic input, design review, and other vetting, the ultimate goal of this Master Plan (Plan) is to 
document the long-term vision and direction for the Park in accordance with the Mission 
and Vision of the County Parks Department. The Plan assesses the feasibility of a variety of 
potential park improvements based on environmental, operational, cultural, visitor demand, 
and cost considerations, and ultimately presents a single preferred design for Mount Madon-
na County Park. Beyond this Recommended Design Alternative, other recommendations are 
also presented to help guide and prioritize the Park’s future development, programming and 
operations. 
For purposes of both the planning process and this report, the Park has been broken into 
zones based on natural resources and existing facilities. The majority of the Plan focuses on 
three of these zones as these three encompass areas that are currently developed or are 
most logical for improvements due to existing operations and proximity to other developed 
areas. These three focus zones are referred to as the: 

• High-Use Zone
• Valley View Zone, and 
• Summit Zone 

The geographic distribution of all of the zones examined during the planning process is de-
picted in Figure 3, with the three zones of focus highlighted in color, below. 

Figure 3. Zones Map
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In Chapter 2, existing conditions and the op-
portunities and constraints of each zone are 
identified. Building on that information, the 
ultimate Recommended Design Alternative 
is outlined in Chapter 3, as are recommen-
dations as to how visitor-serving amenities 
and revenue generating facilities would be 
best improved or added within the three 
focus zones. The final Plan chapter sets 
priorities for implementation of the overall 
design and key recommendations, including 
new facilities, structures, supporting infra-
structure, and other park amenities. The 
ultimate goal of the Plan is to offer a vision 
for the Park where day-use opportunities, 
overnight camping facilities, and other key 
uses are sustainable to the organization (fi-
nancially and operationally) and in harmony 
with natural, cultural, and visual resource 
protection. As in all Santa Clara County 
Parks, the relationship between nature and 
the user experience is viewed as one that 
is complimentary and mutually dependent, 
rather than one where these two concepts 
are at odds. 

A quiet redwood-lined trail at Mount Madonna

We create a growing and diverse system of regional parks, trails and 
open spaces of Countywide significance that connects people with the 
natural environment, offers visitor experiences that renew the human 
spirit, and balances recreation opportunities with resource protection.

The Mission of the County Parks Department is to provide, protect and 
preserve regional parklands for the enjoyment, education and inspira-
tion of this and future generations. 

MISSION

VISION
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1.5 The Planning Process
The process to develop this Master Plan 
began with the establishment of a multi-dis-
ciplinary project team, which included 
members of both the Administration and 
Operations sides of the County Parks De-
partment, a representative from the Parks 
and Recreation Commission, and a consul-
tant team from the planning and design 
firm RRM Design Group. The project team, 
led by the County Parks Department’s Plan-
ning Services division, reviewed background 
information, performed data collection and 
analysis, evaluated potential environmen-
tal issues, and assessed opportunities and 
constraints within the Park. In addition, the 
team gathered public and stakeholder input 
and feedback, including from staff outside 
of the project team. Throughout the pro-
cess, the project team met at key decision 
points and worked together to identify the 
Recommended Design Alternative for the 
Park. The overall planning process included 
six essential phases. The process is outlined 
in detail as follows: 

PHASE 1
Project Initiation: Review of Project Back-
ground and Data
To initiate the development of the Plan, 
the project team collected and reviewed 
information and data from various techni-
cal reports and studies related to the Park 
as well as from existing park metrics, such 
as park usage and revenue. Key informa-
tion was then compiled into a Background 
Report that was used to inform the subse-
quent phases of the Plan’s development. A 
summary of all technical reports and stud-
ies that were used in development of the 
background report is available in Appendix 

A. The Mount Madonna Infrastructure Re-
port (2016)4 is available in Appendix C. The 
full Background Report is available upon 
request. 

PHASE 2
Site Analysis: Understanding the Site and 
Planning Context
The second phase of the planning process 
focused on in-depth research and analy-
sis. The project team studied the existing 
natural resource conditions at the Park, 
including key habitat types, threatened and 
special status species, major topographic 
features and scenic resources. Other study 
areas included adjacent land uses, circula-
tion and utility infrastructure, climate data, 
history and cultural resources, regional and 
regulatory context, and existing park use, 
structures and facilities. 

PHASE 3
Input Process: Understanding both Public 
and Internal Needs
In order to best understand the needs of 
both the users  of Mount Madonna and the 
Park Staff, and to bring diverse ideas and 
perspectives into the planning process, the 
planning team reached out to stakehold-
ers, the general public, and elected officials 
in meetings and user surveys. During this 
phase, the Park’s operations, maintenance, 
and interpretive staff also provided input 
regarding daily operations and programs in 
the Park. More information about this en-
gagement process can be found in the text 
box at right. 
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PHASE 3 DETAIL: Public Engagement Process
Park User Groups

An advisory Task Force comprised of local residents and business owners participated in several 
stakeholder engagement meetings. Some of the desires documented as a result of these meetings 
included: additional parking for large events, additional interpretative signage at destination points 
and along trails, redevelopment of the existing visitor center, better circulation (signage/wayfind-
ing, trails, roadways), and better forest management to open up scenic views. Participants in the 
Task Force included: 

Native groups Equestrian groups Recreation groups Educational groups
Amah Mutsun Tribe Mount Madonna Stables Mount Madonna 

Bowmen
Hanuman Fellowship

TENA Council San Martin Horsemen’s Asso-
ciation

South Valley Running 
Club

Mount Madonna School

Monterey Bay Equestrians Silicon Valley Moun-
tain Bikers

Gilroy Historical Society

Public Outreach and Participation

Two user surveys sought to gain public input and ascertain whether the Park’s existing facilities and 
services were meeting customer expectations. In July 2014, the consulting firm EMC Research con-
ducted a User Intercept Survey as part of a system-wide survey project5. The ninety-nine responses 
collected determined that hiking, camping, spending time with family and friends, and enjoying the 
outdoors were the most common existing activities. The most commonly desired improvements 
included WI-FI access, a nature-themed play area for kids, more restrooms, mountain biking trails, 
a zip line, adventure play area, and a challenge course. 

The Parks Department itself carried out an additional survey6 during August and September 2014, 
resulting in an approximately 7% response rate. Survey results showed that favorite park features 
are: natural landscapes (wildlife, redwoods, and views), hiking trails, tent and RV campsites, picnic 
areas, equestrian trails, and historic sites. Several responders highlighted a need for more hiking 
trails and access to new parts of the Park. Other suggestions included expanding equestrian access 
and adding zip lines, backpacking campsites, an equestrian campground, a nature-themed play 
area for kids, and improved directional signs. Survey responses showed a conflict between two 
user specific user groups; those that sought to allow mountain bikes in the Park versus those that 
prefer to allow hikers and equestrians only. Lastly, many of the responses in this survey applauded 
the existing facilities and work of staff, and expressed appreciation for clean restrooms and that the 
Park is ‘perfect as it is.’ 

Public Forums

The planning process included a progress update presented to the Santa Clara County Parks and 
Recreation Commission (PRC) in December 2016. With this presentation, input was solicited from 
the full PRC as well as from those members of the public in attendance. The Draft Master Plan 
was presented to the PRC a second time for consideration and recommendation, as well as to the 
Housing, Land Use, Environmental and Transportation (HLUET) Committee. The Santa Clara County 
Board of Supervisors granted the Plan’s ultimate approval.  
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PHASE 4
Opportunities and Constraints: Developing 
the Program Document 

The fourth planning phase summarized key 
information gleaned in earlier phases and 
additionally synthesized that information in 
a single document: the Program Document. 
The document includes an overview of site 
conditions, outlines initial goals for the 
Master Plan, identifies potential recreation-
al uses, and pinpoints opportunities and 
constraints. Ultimately, the Program Doc-
ument heavily informed the design devel-
opment phase and served as a guideline to 
ensure that design recommendations would 
adequately consider existing park resources. 

PHASE 5
Design Development: Project Alternatives
Based on the preceding stages (Project 
Initiation, Site Analysis, Input Process and 
Developing the Program Document), three 
project design alternatives were drafted. 
The project team, park user groups and the 
Parks and Recreation Commission repre-
sentative evaluated the alternatives and 
provided feedback. From this evaluation, 
one alternative was identified as the most 
viable and appropriate for future develop-
ment within the Park, and as such, has been 
included in this Plan as the Recommended 
Design Alternative. Chapter 3 includes a 
detailed explanation of the Recommended 
Alternative and additionally provides spe-
cific vision for individual elements of the 
design. 

PHASE 6
Plan Development: Master Plan Document
The Recommended Design Alternative 
represents the project team’s vision for 
the best approach to long-term develop-
ment, operation and management of the 
Park. Once this central recommendation 
was firmly identified, development of this 
Master Plan Document began. Over several 
months, Planning Services staff worked with 
the consultant team to create an initial draft 
of this Master Plan Document that would 
fully describe the overall project back-
ground, planning process, the Park’s existing 
conditions, opportunities and constraints, 
and the final design recommendation. The 
design is expected to be implemented over 
time, with this final Master Plan serving 
as the guiding document over a minimum 
20-year time span. As such, the final phase 
of planning included development of an 
Implementation Plan that outlines project 
phasing, rough staffing estimates, potential 
funding sources, potential partnerships, and 
other considerations. The Implementation 
Plan is included as Chapter 4.  
Overall, this Master Plan is intended to pro-
vide relatively high-level recommendations 
for the Park, and does not include specific 
plans for areas such as trails, signage, etc. 
In the future, the County Parks Department 
may develop a Trails Master Plan, Circula-
tion Plan, Signage Plan and/or other more 
detailed plans for Mount Madonna to ad-
dress these more focused topics. 
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1.6 Environmental Review
To comply with the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA), a Mitigated Negative 
Declaration (MND) was developed once 
the project-level recommendations of the 
Plan were fully scoped. The MND serves to 
document that any potential environmental 
impacts that could result from the recom-
mended physical improvements to the Park 
will be fully mitigated to a less-than-sig-
nificant level. Environmental review in the 
MND focuses on the Recommended Design 
Alternative and its recommended actions 
within the High-Use Zone, Valley View 
Zone and Summit Zone areas of the Park. 
Alongside approval of this Master Plan, the 
Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors 
(BOS) also adopted the MND. More detailed 
“project level” environmental analysis may 
be needed for some of the specific site im-
provements included in this Master Plan or 
for areas outside of the scope of the Rec-
ommended Design Alternative. 

Typical seasonal stream at Mount Madonna
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2.1 History of the Park
Coined “Mount Madonna” by poet and area resident Hiram Wentworth, the majority of 
Mount Madonna County Park is characterized by sheltered canyons, dense redwood forest, 
and mountaintops with superb views of the Santa Cruz and Monterey coasts. The Park has 
always been a primary gathering place for previous generations including Native Americans, 
such as the Ohlone Indians who visited the area to hunt and harvest, Spanish-Mexican Ran-
cheros, and cattle barons. 
In the early nineteenth century, the property was part of José Maria Sanchez’s extensive 
Rancho Animas, the only rancho in California granted directly by a Spanish viceroy. The San-
chez family owned over 26,000 acres until 1859, when German-born land and cattle baron 
Henry Miller bought his first 200-acre piece of Rancho Animas. In 1890, Mr. Miller purchased 
another 13,000 acres for his cattle to graze and to build Bloomfield Ranch, his summer home. 
On the ranch were homes, a vineyard, prune and apple orchards, an intricate water system, 
and a series of rock quarries that provided building materials for many of the ranch struc-
tures. 
Throughout the latter part of the nineteenth century, logging was a critical commercial activi-
ty  in the Santa Cruz Mountains and portions of the land that now comprise Mount Madonna 
were no exception. Heavy logging removed much of the ‘old growth’ redwood forest to pro-
vide lumber for urban portions of the growing San Francisco Bay Area. Around 1900, views 
began to shift about the importance of maintaining the forest in a more sustainable way, and 
logging began to slow. Still, the ripple-effect of the logging years is evident even today in that 
the majority of the modern redwood forest is considered to be ‘new growth.’
When Henry Miller passed away in 1916, his ranch homes and other structures fell into dis-
repair and under insistence from Supervisor Henry Hecker in 1927, the County of Santa Clara 
purchased nearly 2,400 acres of Rancho Animas to preserve the area from further develop-
ment. In 1930, the County purchased an additional 540 acres from the Miller family. 
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Rancho Animas was granted by Spanish 
Viceory Felix Marquina

Henry Miller built his 
first house at Mount        
Madonna

County of Santa Clara purchased 
2,393 acres of land from the Miller 
Family

The 1st Mount Madonna Master Plan was complet-
ed. The County Planning Commission ordered plans 
for improvements at Sprig Lake, Valley View 1, 
and the original Deer Pen locations 

The Parks & Recreation Department 
was established by the County of 
Santa Clara

The park has over 4,600 
acres, 8 separate camp-
ing areas, an amphitheater, 
archery range, visitor center, 
day-use picnic areas, and 
more. 

Figure 4. Park History
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Following the Great Depression, from about 
1933 - 1939, participants in President Roo-
sevelt’s New Deal Era program, the Civilian 
Conservation Corps (CCC), set up “Camp 
Mount Madonna” in the area.  CCC crews 
that lived in the camp constructed park 
infrastructure such as service roads and 
trails, as well as fought fires when needed. 
The young men enrolled in the CCC received 
laborer experience and a small wage ($1/
day). 
In 1941, to improve Mount Madonna Forest 
(as it was known at the time), the County 
Planning Commission directed the creation 
of a Mount Madonna Master Plan7 with the 
intent of annexing the property into the Cal-
ifornia State Parks and Recreation system. 
Improvements made as a result of the orig-
inal Master Plan included 25 miles of “main 
and minor park roads”, picnic and camping 
sites, and trails. In addition, the plan includ-
ed improvements that were implemented 
in phases at Sprig Lake, Valley View I camp-
ground, and the original Deer Pen location, 
such as toilets, parking areas, drinking 
fountains, and barbecue pits. Decades later, 
the Park has expanded to over 4,600 acres, 
including eight camping areas, and contin-
ues to be one of the premier destinations 
for campers from throughout the region. 

Henry Miller Site Ruins

Mount Madonna Redwoods (Sequoia Sempervirens)
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2.2 Existing Conditions
The variety of cultural resources, soils, 
vegetation, and biota present at Mount 
Madonna set the area apart from other 
parks in the County Parks system. Within 
its boundaries, the landscape varies from 
redwood forest to oak woodland and from 
dense chaparral to grassy meadows. The 
Park’s cultural history, as well as it’s natural 
environment, are highlighted below as they 
influence the opportunities and constraints 
for enhancing and expanding park uses.

2.2i Cultural Resources
The Park’s cultural resources demand 
protection and preservation and addition-
ally have the potential for interpretive and 
educational programming. Based on the 
discovery of bedrock mortars, it is believed 
that Native Americans8, such as the Ohlone 
Indians, visited the area to fish and hunt in 
the forests and hills as well as harvest vege-
tables hundreds to thousands of years ago. 
Any future land disturbance and construc-
tion will need to account for the identifica-
tion and preservation of cultural resources. 

2.2ii Climate
The Park experiences a Mediterranean 
climate typical of the Santa Cruz Mountains. 
High temperatures from November to April 
are consistently in the high 60s (with lows 
in the low 40s) and in the mid-70s from May 
to October (with lows in the mid-50s). The 
warmest months are August and Septem-
ber, while the coolest months are December 
and January. Fog influence plays a major 
role in the types of vegetation present at 
the park; redwoods are particularly depen-
dent on fog. December, January, and Feb-
ruary experience the highest amounts of 
rainfall (approximately six inches monthly) 
while June, July, and August are normally 
free of precipitation. 

A typical hiking and equestrian trail in the fog

Oak savannah at Mount Madonna in June



II. HISTORY AND EXISTING CONDITIONS
MOUNT MADONNA COUNTY PARK MASTER PLAN

15

2.2iii Topography
The park is nestled in the Santa Cruz Mountains, with the high point located centrally with-
in the Park boundaries near the Miller House ruins. The landscape generally slopes to the 
northeast although the terrain is varied with elevations ranging from 400 feet to 1,880 feet. 
The overall elevation change within the Park is 1,480 feet. Views from the park are excep-
tional, and include vistas of both Monterey Bay and the Santa Clara Valley. A future Mount 
Madonna Forest Health Plan should assist in the preservation of these views. 

2.2iv Geology and Soils
The Mount Madonna area has a variety of soils9 that include sandy loams, silt loams, clay 
loams, and loams. Soil types, shown in Figure 5, are one of the factors influencing the vege-
tation types in the Park.
The central part of the Park consists of Felton series soils (Fa), a well-drained silt loam that 
is underlain by inter-bedded shale and sandstone at a depth of 20 to 59 inches. These soils 
lie on uplands and have slopes of 15% to 75%. The surface layer is brown, medium acid silt 
loam about 2 inches thick. The subsoil is acid and strongly acid clay loam about 37 inches 
thick. The substratum is light yellowish brown strongly acid clay loam about 9 inches thick 
over inter-bedded shale and sandstone. Within the Felton series soils there are distinct areas 
of Maymen series (Me) sandy loam soils which have greater drainage and where shrub and 
knobcone pine (Pinus attenuate) are present.

Figure 5. Soils Diagram
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There are small patches of serpentine soils in the northern part of the Park, particularly 
blow Old Mine Trail above Sprig Lake. These unique nutrient-starved soils support important 
unique chaparral and grassland vegetation types, and are important habitat for some plant 
and animal species.
Due to the area’s steep topography and history of logging, which thinned out older, soil sta-
bilizing trees and created gullies from skid trails, landslides are common in the park. In 1998, 
a large landslide closed the Blackhawk Trail.

2.2v Hydrology
Several unnamed tributaries originate from the high points within the Park and flow in all 
directions into larger creeks at lower elevations. For instance, seasonal tributaries of Bodfish 
Creek, Uvas, and Pajaro River systems feed Blackhawk Creek in the southern portion of the 
Park, Bodfish Creek in the east, and Little Arthur Creek to the north.

2.2vi Vegetation
Figure 6 maps general land cover types as part of the Santa Clara Valley Habitat Plan10 (Habi-
tat Plan). Most land cover categories have a minimum mapping unit of 10 acres, are general 
in nature, and do not include small vegetation communities such as the areas of eucalyptus 
alliance and knobcone pine alliance. These land cover categories are the basis for the Habitat 
Plan permitting and fee programs.  A typical plant list can be found in Appendix D. 

Figure 6. Landcover Diagram
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The most common and notable plant com-
munity in the Park is redwood forest. The 
Park was last logged in the period between 
the 1906 earthquake and the acquisition of 
the property in 1927; the lumber was need-
ed for rebuilding efforts following the 1906 
earthquake. Since then, redwoods have 
re-established themselves, yet the majority 
of redwoods in the park are less than 100 
years old.
Other common plant communities in the 
Park include oak woodlands of coast live 
oak, blue oak, and valley oak; California an-
nual grasslands; and northern coastal scrub 
and northern mixed chaparral.  Serpentine 
areas in the northern part of the Park in-
clude both serpentine bunchgrass grassland 
and mixed serpentine chaparral.
Over the last fifteen years, various patho-
gens have been affecting the oak popula-
tions in the Park. In the summer of 2001, 
County Parks Department staff removed 
249 failing and hazardous trees, closing 
the Park to camping as a safety precaution. 
In 2012, County Parks Department staff 
removed over 1,000 tan oaks (Notholitho-
carpus densiflorus) from the campgrounds 
and developed areas in the Park because 
the trees were being attacked by the root 
disease Armillaria and were considered 
hazardous to visitors. As of 2017, more 
tan oaks are failing and County Parks De-
partment staff are working to confirm that 
Sudden Oak Death is present in the Park.
Eucalyptus trees (Eucalyptus globulus) are 
present in distinct areas throughout the 
Park. This invasive species is expanding 
in population and can outcompete native 

species for nutrients and sunlight as well as 
block views of the Monterey Bay and Santa 
Clara Valley. Additionally, the species con-
tains volatile oils that are extremely flam-
mable, and the increase in the eucalyptus 
population means increased fuel loads and 
increased risk of wildfires. Removing euca-
lyptus trees is a resource management goal 
in the Park.
Since the land received park designation 
nearly a century ago, most of the area has 
not experienced a wildfire. This significant 
period without wildfire has led to unnat-
urally high fuel levels in many parts of 
the park. In the event of a man-made or 
natural ignition fire under severe weather 
conditions, these high fuel levels could lead 
to a stand-replacing wildfire that would 
threaten the existing structures and vege-
tation communities in the Park. Because of 
this, fuel reduction is a primary resource 
management goal in the Park. In 2008, the 
Whitehurst Fire burned an area of about 
200 acres below the Valley View overlook. 
This low severity burn, ignited by a lightning 
strike, reduced some fuel loads around the 
Valley View overlook and opened up views 
of the valley floor.
There have been previous outbreaks of 
plant pathogens and wildfires in the vicinity 
of the Park in recent years. In response to 
this, County Parks Department staff will de-
velop and implement a Forest Health Plan 
with the help of a Registered Professional 
Forester, to improve the health of the forest 
and reduce the risk of threats by pathogens 
and wildfire especially along trails and in 
the campgrounds.
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Figure 7. CNDDB Diagram

2.2vii Special Status Species
The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) list species that are or have the potential to be threatened or endangered as spe-
cial-status species. In addition, the California Natural Diversity Database11 (CNDDB) records 
known occurrences of special-status species in California. This species list will need to be 
updated prior to conducting field surveys since species status is constantly being re-evaluat-
ed by federal, state, and private agencies. Figure 7 shows the species included in the CNDDB 
within the Park:
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Anderson’s Manzanita (Arctostaphylos 
andersonii). This shrub is endemic to Cal-
ifornia. It is included in the California Na-
tive Plant Society (CNPS) Inventory of Rare 
and Endangered Plants12 on List 1B.2 (rare, 
threatened, or endangered in CA and else-
where);  
California Red-legged Frog (Rana aurora 
draytonii). Considered a Category 2 species 
(threatened) by the USFWS and a species 
of special concern by the CDFW.  There are 
several documented sightings of the Califor-
nia red-legged frog (Rana aurora draytonii) 
in the park. In general, they persist through 
the hot summers in seeps, springs and pools 
located on cool north-facing hillsides. In 
winter, if a normal amount of rainfall arrives 
and the nights are warm, they will move 
across land to larger seasonal pools where 
they will lay their eggs. Tadpoles develop 
and when the pond dries, the young frogs 
move near ponds to forage for insects. The 
frog may locate near a pond at any time if 
the pond remains filled year round and has 
good vegetative cover. Vegetation provides 
cover and shelter from predators as well as 
foraging habitat. Potential habitat is located 
along Little Arthur Creek, Blackhawk Can-
yon Creek (observed), and Rock and Blue 
Springs;
Central Coast Steelhead (Oncorhynchus my-
kiss). The Steelhead was listed as a threat-
ened species in January 2006 by the USF-
WS in the South-Central Coast Rivers and 
streams and the Central California Coast 
rivers and streams. Uvas Creek (in Gilroy), 
Little Arthur Creek, and Bodfish Creek (in 
the Park) support Central Coast Steelhead. 
Observations of Steelhead in all three loca-
tions have occurred. 
Construction of Uvas Dam and the former 
Sprig Lake dam located in the Park affected 
the once viable habitat for this fish, ob-
structing their historic spawning migration 

California Red-Legged Frog (Rana Auroa Draytoni)
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routes. A valve at the bridge near Sprig Lake 
was added in the 1930’s by Warden Sprig 
(the Lake’s namesake) for a children’s fish-
ing program. This program was sustained by 
County Parks until the listing of steelhead  
when permits were no longer issued by Na-
tional Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) due 
to potential impacts. At that time, the valve 
at Sprig Lake was no longer operated. Since 
then County Parks has re-vegetated Sprig 
Lake to restore stream habitat;
Kings Mountain Manzanita (Arctostaphylos 
regismontana). This plant is known to occur 
near to the Park and may occur within the 
park as it is found in chaparral and North 
Coast coniferous forests (with granitic or 
sandstone geology), which are present with-
in the Park. The Sacramento Office of the 
Fish and Wildlife Service lists it as a species 
of local concern;
Loma Prieta hoita (Hoita strobilina).This 
plant is a perennial herb endemic to Cali-
fornia that is listed by the CNPS as List 1B, 
which is rare, endangered or threatened in 
California and elsewhere, and as Rarity 2, a 
limited number of occurrences. The plant, 
which blooms from May until October, com-
monly grows in riparian woodlands usually 
in serpentine soils. It has been documented 
along Little Arthur Creek;
Most Beautiful Jewel-Flower (Streptanthus 
albidus ssp. Peramoenus). This annual herb 
is endemic to California and is included in 
the CNPS Inventory of Rare and Endangered 
Plants on list 1B.2 (rare, threatened, or en-
dangered in CA and elsewhere);
Santa Cruz Mountain Beardtongue (Pen-
stemon rattanii. var. kleei). The CNPS lists 
beardtongue as 1B and as Rarity 3 (highly 
restricted occurrences or present in such 
small numbers it is seldom reported). The 
plant blooms from May to June, and is 
found in the chaparral of the Park’s High-
Use Zone.

Most beautiful jewel flower 
courtesy www.anniesannuals.com

Mountain Lion (Felis Concolor)
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Santa Clara Valley Dudleya (Dudleya abram-
sii ssp. setchellii). This perennial herb is na-
tive to California and is included in the CNPS 
Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants on 
list 1B.1 (rare, threatened, or endangered in 
CA and elsewhere);
Smooth Lessingia (Lessingia micradenia var. 
glabrata). This annual herb is endemic to 
California and is included in the CNPS Inven-
tory of Rare and Endangered Plants on list 
1B.2 (rare, threatened, or endangered in CA 
and elsewhere);
Western Pond Turtle (Emys marmorata). 
The Western Pond Turtle is listed as species 
of concern by the CDFW and has been doc-
umented in the Park near the former Sprig 
Lake. Studies would indicate the turtle does 
not live in ponds, but uses streams and slow 
moving water that have large boulders and 
rocks used to bask in the sun. The biggest 
threat to the Western Pond Turtle is large-
mouth bass, exotic amphibians and other 
fish. The turtle is sensitive to human intru-
sion and efforts should be made to keep 
people out of their habitat; and
Woodland Woollythreads (Monolopia grac-
ilens). This annual herb is endemic to Cali-
fornia and is included in the CNPS Inventory 
of Rare and Endangered Plants on list 1B.2 
(rare, threatened, or endangered in CA and 
elsewhere).
The department’s Interim Natural Resource 
Management Plan13 (2008) also lists the 
following three special-status species:
Santa Cruz Mountain Manzanita (Arcto-
staphylos tomentosa ssp. crinitae). This 
central California coast native is an ever-
green shrub, which grows to three to six 

feet in height and three to six feet in width. 
It is listed by the CNPS as an endangered 
species, as Rarity 2, and a limited number of 
plants have been documented in the High-
Use Zone;
Foothill Yellow-Legged Frog (Rana boylii). 
These frogs spend most of the year in the 
riparian vegetation, but occasionally move 
inland to temporary ponds during the win-
ter to breed. They use perennial riparian 
pools and ponds for breeding and are never 
far from pools and riffles. Most commonly, 
they inhabit streams with rocky beds and 
do not leave the immediate vicinity of their 
home stream or pool. Bullfrogs are the big-
gest predator of the yellow–legged frog, yet 
destruction or disruption of critical habitat 
is responsible for the decline of the frog. 
Human development and the alteration of 
stream flow is an aggravating factor. Man-
made chemicals seem to interfere with the 
growth and development of frogs, particu-
larly at the important stages of embryonic 
development and metamorphosis; and
Mountain Lion (Felis concolor). Mountain 
lions have been observed in the Park and 
prey on deer. The passage of section 4800 
of the California Fish and Game Code14 in 
1990 protects the mountain lion as a “spe-
cial protected species.” This code section 
mandates the State of California to manage 
the mountain lion as any other threatened 
mammal.
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2.3 Access and Circulation
2.3i Vehicular Access
Roads and trails surrounding the Park are shown in Figure 8 and in Table 2.1 on page 23. The 
roadway used most often to access the Park is California State Highway 152, or the Hecker 
Pass Highway, connecting Watsonville to Gilroy. Caltrans completed a safety improvement 
project to this highway in late 2016 that included improving visibility and widening shoulder 
sections to improve vehicle and bicycle safety on the highway.
Other important roads serving the Park are operated by Santa Clara County and Santa Cruz 
County. All of these county roads are narrow and not designed to serve a large amount of 
additional vehicle traffic.  These roads include those described in Table 2.1. 
No roads that serve the Park are designated as bikeways by the cities of Watsonville or 
Gilroy, or the counties of Santa Clara or Santa Cruz. However, recreational cyclists do ride 
Highway 152, Redwood Retreat Road, and Mount Madonna Road.
Within the Park, Pole Line Road serves as the primary access, yet this road also passes 
through the park to destinations beyond for non-park users. The presence of this road can be 
confusing to Park visitors who may accidentally bypass the Park’s main entry kiosk. Intersect-
ing with Pole Line Road, Tan Oak Road is the single roadway connector in the High Use Zone, 
but the road is narrow in places and lacks design elements that could add to the visitor’s 
sense of arrival there. The function of both of these roads should be considered in associa-
tion with design of any future Park improvements, and wayfinding included in the process. 

Figure 8. Circulation Diagram
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Name Description Type of Access 
Available

Pole Line Road Bisects the Park and provides access to 
residential areas north of the Park, the Mount 
Madonna School, and the Mount Madonna 
Center

Paved

Summit Road Extends north from the Park and provides 
access to Mount Madonna Center and Buddhist 
Temple

Paved

Redwood Retreat Road Could potentially provide access to the northern 
part of the Park

Paved

Mount Madonna Road Provides access to residences north of the Park 
and to Watsonville Road via Redwood Retreat 
Road

Mostly unpaved 
east of Pole Line 
Road and paved 
west of Pole Line 

Road
Whitehurst Road Provides access to the Clark Canyon property, 

east of the main part of the Park. 
Paved

Table 2.1 Roads in the Vicinity of Mount Madonna

Name Description
Bay Area Ridge Trail Currently exists as a segment through the park as the Merry-Go-

Round Trail and is proposed to extend north of the Park along 
Summit Road, and south of the Park through the Castro Valley 
Subdivision to Gavilan College

Little Arthur Creek Trail Proposed to extend along Redwood Retreat Rd (the portion of Mount 
Madonna Road that is east of Pole Line Road) and would include an 
equestrian only trail from Redwood Retreat Road to the Bay Area 
Ridge Trail through the Della Maggiora property

Gilroy Gardens Trail 
Spur

Proposed to extend through the City of Gilroy-owned Gilroy Gar-
dens property to connect the Uvas Creek Trail to the Clark Canyon 
property

Hecker Pass Trail An on-street bike route on Highway 152

Table 2.2 Trails in the Vicinity of Mount Madonna
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2.3iiTrails
The Park has an extensive internal 22-mile 
trail network, based on remnant logging 
roads. The trail network includes 8.5 miles 
of hiking trails and 13.6 miles of hiking/
equestrian trails. However, currently, no 
external trails connect to the Park’s trail 
network. The Countywide Trails Master 
Plan15 (1995) and Gilroy Trails Master Plan16 
(2005) include the potential trail alignments 
oulined in Table 2.2 (at left) that would con-
nect to the park.

2.3iii Public Transit
Currently, there is no transit service or 
planned transit service over Highway 152 or 
serving Mount Madonna County Park.

2.4 Park Facilities and Use Areas 
In 2016, to further inform the recommenda-
tions of this Master Plan, a detailed infra-
structure study17 was conducted at Mount 
Madonna to identify the capacity, reliability, 
and code compliance of the existing water, 
sanitary sewer, electrical and telecommuni-
cation systems. 
The study documented the need to priori-
tize the improvement of the Park’s existing 
infrastructure systems prior to expenditure 
of capital funds for development of new 
and enhanced visitor facilities. In particular, 
the study identified the failing water system 
as a top priority, followed by the sanitary 
sewer system. For instance, the existing 
100,000-gallon water tank, which serves the 
entire Park, needs repair or replacement, 
and the failing Ridge water well needs re-
pair. These two improvements should occur 
prior to the construction of a new visitor 
center or any other major visitor-serving 

amenities that would require a reliable wa-
ter source. In addition, before any additoin-
al development occurs at Inspiration Point, 
the existing sanitary system there would 
need to be upgraded. The lifespan of water 
wells and sanitary systems can be extended 
with the installation of water conserving 
facilities, such as low flow showerheads and 
waterless urinals. The full infrastructure 
analysis18 is available in Appendix C.  

2.5 Park Use, Operations and 
Management
In order to track facility usage and staff 
assignments, the County Parks Department 
collects data on the estimated number of 
park users by use category, and compiles 
this information as part of the Department’s 
Weekly Activity Report as shown in Figure 9. 
Combining all Fiscal Year 2016 weekly usage 
reports, the data shows that day users (e.g., 
equestrians, hikers, and picnickers) account 
for approximately 70% of Park use while 
group camping is the predominant type of 
overnight use. As the number and type of 
both day-use and overnight facilities pro-
posed for expansion as part of the Master 
Plan increases, these amounts will predict-
ably increase as well.  

2.5.i  Camping

In 2016, CHM Government Services 
(CHMGS), under contract with the Parks 
Department, completed a report intended 
to provide a decision-making framework for 
campground and park store investments.  
The Camping and Park Stores Business 
Analysis19 includes a summary of market, 
financial, and investment analysis as well as 
recommendations. 
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According to the Camping and Park Stores 
Business Analysis report, Mount Madonna 
captures the highest percent of demand 
amongst the Santa Clara County Parks. The 
Park’s high utilization rate accounts for 
nearly 50 percent of the Department’s total 
camping revenue. Mount Madonna’s yurts 
have the highest occupancy percentage for 
overnight camping facilities, which reflects 
a greater market trend for “structured” 
camping options that provide for overnight 
stays year-round (in colder or inclement 
weather). Data and interviews conducted as 
part of the study indicated that the majority 
of visitor camping demand is occurring on 
the weekends with some mid-week demand 
during summer months. 

Some other general market trends outlined 
in the CHMGS report; and mirrored in an 
earlier assessment of camping trends and 
demand documented in East Bay Regional 
Park District’s Camping Program Update20 
(2014); include an evolving shift from 
traditional primitive camping to cabin 
camping with full or partial utility services. 
Developed RV sites, cabins, yurts, and 
“glamping” (a style of luxury camping that 
includes full amenities and/or resort-style 
services) were also identified as increasing 
in popularity. Family camping sites were 
named as another market supply trend: 
family camping or “mini family” sites are 
those that consist of individual campsites 
with a common structure within the middle 
of the camping “pods”. Other camping-
related trends of note for Mount Madonna 
include: provision of free Wi-Fi, increasing 
amperage of 50 amp and 100 amp RV 
sites, and activity amenities and scheduled 
programs for children.

These findings correlate with Park staff’s 
observations. According to Mount Madonna 
staff, gatherings are becoming more com-
mon in the campgrounds and expansion 
is needed. In any expansion or new camp-
ground design the following topics should 
be considered: 

• Available water supply and wastewa-
ter capacity

• Appropriate number and phasing of 
new overnight facilities in the park

• Operations and maintenance staff re-
quired to support additional facilities. 

Bicycling on Park roads is very popular 
with children staying in the various camp-
grounds at Mount Madonna. As designs are 
developed for expansion of existing camp-
grounds, short loops within the developed 
campground areas, particularly for use by 
children, could be a valuable addition. This 
improvement would provide for the enjoy-
ment of young cyclists and also minimize 
safety concerns with vehicle traffic. 

The equestrian community has expressed 
interest in constructing a campground that 
would accommodate horse trailers and 
staging for horses. Privately owned stables 
operate nearby, but there are few overnight 
equestrian campground facilities in the 
area. However, only one potential site for 
such a facility in the Park has been identi-
fied; near the eucalyptus grove below Inspi-
ration Point. However, before this site could 
be developed for this use, the existing sep-
tic system would require additional studies 
as well as extensive testing and upgrades.
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Figure 9. Mount Madonna User Data

Picnic Areas 
(By Reservation)

Picnic Areas 
(Non-Reservable)

Other Park Facilities

Azalea  Archery Range Visitor Center/Ranger Office
Hilltop Inspiration Point Amphitheater

Redwood Grove Lone Maple Deer Pen
Amphitheater Sprig Recreation Area Archery Range

Henry Miller Site Henry Miller Site
Equestrian Picnic Area Maintenance Shop

Entrance Kiosk

Table 2.3 Day-Use and Other Facilities

Camping Area Tent Sites RV Sites Yurts Group Sites

Valley View 1 15 29 5
Valley View 2 21
Valley View 3 25
Huckleberry Group 1
Tan Oak (Summer Only) 1
Manzanita Group 22
Bayview Group Camp 5
West Deer Pen Group Camp 1

Total 83 29 5 3

Table 2.4 Overnight Camping Facilities
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2.5ii Park Staffing, Revenue and Costs 
Due to the regional popularity and number 
of amenities offered, a large operations 
and maintenance staff oversees Mount 
Madonna County Park. Operations staff 
divides their time between Mount Madon-
na, Chitactac-Adams, Uvas Canyon, Uvas 
Reservoir and Chesbro Reservoir County 
Parks, with considerable travel time be-
tween them. Staff spends a majority of their 
time at Mount Madonna. Some of the key 
responsibilities of the Operations and Main-
tenance staff at the Park include visitor and 
resource protection, collection of entrance 
fees, and maintenance of trails, restrooms, 
campgrounds and the visitor center. With 
additional facilities, such as an expanded 
visitor center or new campsites, operation-
al and maintenance staff increases may be 
considered. More information about staffing 
relation to this Master Plan’s Design Recom-
mendations is included in Chapter 4.   

2.6 Existing Facilities by Park Zone
The County Parks Department uses Natu-
ral Resource Management Zones to help 
differentiate between distinct areas within 
the landscape divided by notable features 
such as drainages, ridgelines and trails.  As 
identified in the Mount Madonna County 
Park Chitactac-Adams Heritage Site Interim 
Natural Resource Management Plan21 (re-
vised 2008), Natural Resource Management 
Zones act as an instrument of planning for 
park use, development, prioritization and 
natural resource protection. 

For ease in identification and communica-
tion, Mount Madonna County Park can be 
described as having eight distinct resource 
management zones. As stated in teh In-
troduction, the High Use, Valley View, and 
Summit Zones are the primary focus of this 
Plan for design recommendation purposes. 
The zones are shown at left and include the 
following:

• High-Use Zone (402 acres)
• Valley View Zone (301 acres)
• Summit Zone (264 acres)
• Merry-Go-Round/Sprig Zone (1,344 

acres)
• Nielson/Della Maggiora Zone (910 

acres)
• Hecker Zone (554 acres)
• Clark Canyon Zone (423 acres)
• Bayview Zone (420 acres)
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2.6i High-Use Zone (402 acres)
The High-Use Zone is the most popular part 
of the Park and includes many recreation-
al features, including tent camping, group 
camping, youth camping, picnic areas, a vis-
itor center/staff office, an amphitheater, the 
former and current deer pens, an archery 
range, staff maintenance shop, the Henry 
Miller home site, and hiking and equestrian 
trails. In many ways it serves as a core of 
daytime park use, but design elements and 
wayfinding to support this role could be 
enhanced. The High-Use Zone contains the 
Park’s highest elevation point and the sum-
mit of Mount Madonna, which historically 
offered exceptional views of the Santa Clara 
Valley. Maturation of surrounding redwood 
forests have blocked views in recent years. 
Camping
The High-Use Zone contains the Tan Oak 
tent Campground, Bayview Youth Camp-
sites, West Deer Pen Youth Site, and Manza-
nita Group Camp. The Tan Oak campground 
is open in the summer only.
Trail Network
The extensive trail network in the High-Use 
Zone includes hiking only trails as well as 
hiking/equestrian trails. Equestrians access-
ing the park from Mount Madonna Stables 
enter the park at the intersection of Pole 
Line Road and Mount Madonna Road, and 
frequently ride the Blue Springs, Meadow 
Loop, and Upper and Lower Miller trails.  
Day Use
Visitor centers are an important part of 
the park experience for users, and provide 
essential meeting and office space for park 
staff. However, the Park’s current visitor 
center, located near the deer pen, is cur-
rently undersized, outdated, and underuti-
lized. Designing and building a new expand-
ed visitor center for the Park is a priority. It 

should be noted that if a new visitor center 
is built, the existing building could be re-
purposed as staff offices and could also play 
a role in supporting events at the nearby 
amphitheater. 
The numerous picnic areas in the High-Use 
Zone include Inspiration Point, Redwood 
Grove, the Equestrian Picnic Area, Hilltop, 
the Amphitheater Picnic Area, and the 
Archery Range. The Amphitheater is avail-
able by reservation and is frequently used 
on summer weekends for weddings. It is 
also used for music performances and other 
events in the summer. The Archery Range 
has 42 targets, a picnic area and parking, 
and events are organized by the Mount Ma-
donna Bowmen.
Special Features
In an enclosure located near the visitor cen-
ter referred to as the “deer pen,” a herd of 
25 white fallow deer have historical signif-
icance. The deer were given to the Park by 
the Miller estate in 1935 from a herd that 
was owned by newspaper publisher William 
Randolph Hearst, a friend of the Millers. As 
this herd grows, problems associated with 
inter-breeding have affected the deer’s ge-
netic health. Importing new deer to create 
genetic diversity requires written approval 
from the California Department of Fish and 
Game. The herd’s health is monitored twice 
a year (winter and summer). Diseases of 
white fallow deer include brucellosis, tuber-
culosis, and bluetongue, among others, as 
well as parasitic diseases. The penned deer 
attracted a resident mountain lion in 2005 
that killed over two dozen of the deer.
The deer were previously kept in a pen near 
the Tan Oak Campground. This old deer pen 
is still fenced and open grassland; however, 
the site could potentially be repurposed as 
the location of a new visitor center, a chil-
dren’s play area, or other uses.
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The Henry Miller home site is the location 
of the cattle baron’s summer home on 
Mount Madonna, and ruins of the historic 
home remain. The original buildings were 
constructed between 1890 and 1902, and 
all were removed in 1933 except the ruins 
of the Sarah Miller House. There is currently 
a self-guided interpretive trail through the 
ruins site.
While most of the High-Use Zone is red-
wood forest, there is an area below Inspira-
tion Point that has an expanding eucalyptus 
forest, which has obscured the views from 
the point to the Monterey Bay below.  The 
area was previously used as a picnic area 
and a small portion is currently used as 
an equestrian picnic area. In recent years, 
some of the eucalyptus has been removed, 
and eradicating the remaining eucalyptus is 
a goal of the County Parks Natural Resource 
Management Program and will be a priority 
in a forthcoming Forest Health Manage-
ment Plan for the Park.
Summary 
The High-Use Zone includes many of the 
Park’s most unique and well-used features 
including camping and picnicking areas, vis-
itor center, an amphitheater, a deer pen, an 
archery range, the Henry Miller home site, 
and hiking and equestrian trails. The High-
Use Zone also contains the Park’s highest 
elevation point and the summit of Mount 
Madonna, which historically allowed excep-
tional views of the Santa Clara Valley. 

White Fallow Deer (Dama Dama)

Amphitheater 
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Opportunities
• This Zone sees large numbers of day-use visitors. 
• The Miller site, lookout tower, and deer pen offer exceptional interpretive opportu-

nities. 
• The old deer pen site could potentially support new uses, such as a new visitor cen-

ter, a children’s play area, or other uses.
• Restoration of Inspiration Point could include eradication of invasive tree species, 

reestablishment of open views of the valley, and may accommodate a new overnight 
or day-use facility.

Constraints
• The zone is not closely connected to most of the park camping areas in the Valley 

View Zone.  Activities and features such as the Visitor Center require either a hike or 
a drive from the Valley View campgrounds. 

• Wayfinding can be difficult for park users both to and within the High-Use Zone, and 
both Pole Line Road and Tan Oak Road need improvement.

• Existing utilities, including the water system and sanitary systems, need additional 
upgrades to support additional use.

Existing Visitor Center

HIGH-USE ZONE



II. HISTORY AND EXISTING CONDITIONS
MOUNT MADONNA COUNTY PARK MASTER PLAN

33

2.6ii Valley View Zone (301 acres)
The Valley View Zone includes the entrance 
kiosk and the three Valley View camp-
grounds. This area can be considered the 
“gateway” to the greater Park, and as such, 
it plays a critical role in setting the tone for 
the user experience. To enter the Park, vis-
itors exit Pole Line Road to enter the kiosk 
area, which is staffed from March through 
October. A fee-collecting machine is used 
for the remainder of the year.  
Valley View Campgrounds
Once visitors have passed the entry kiosk 
and entered the Park, the Valley View I 
camping area is straight across Valley View 
Road while Valley View camping areas II and 
III are to the right (see Figure 12). Valley 
View I provides tent and yurt camping, an 
RV campground and an area set aside for 
group camping. Valley View II and II support 
tent camping only, and the reservable Huck-
leberry Group camp is located east of the 
entry kiosk and south of Valley View I. The 
campgrounds are open year round. Most 
summer weekends see the campgrounds at 
full capacity; they are particularly popular 
for families with children. Though bicycles 
are not allowed on trails in Mount Madon-
na, bicycling is a popular activity for chil-
dren in the campground areas.
Valley View I is laid out in three small loops, 
and the campground includes the Park’s 
only shower facilities as well as five yurts 
interspersed among tent camping sites. In 
addition, the Park’s only RV dump station 
is located further east on Valley View Road 
near the Huckleberry Group Camp. 

The findings of the CHMGS Report men-
tioned in section 2.5.i should have consid-
erable bearing on the future development 
and improvement of the Valley View area. 
In their study, CHMGS analyzed a number 
of “scenarios” for camping improvements 
at Mount Madonna.  These scenarios con-
sidered not only the geographic layout of 
Park’s existing features but also the market 
trends and other cost/benefit analyses. 
Recommendations from that report should 
make up the bulk of the recommendations 
of this Plan, wherever possible. 
Following the trends documened in the 
CHMGS Report, the Mount Madonna Infra-
structure Report evaluated installation of 
KOA-style cabins as a replacement to, or in 
addition to, existing yurts in the Valley View 
I area. These cabins are set on concrete 
slabs and feature indoor toilets and electric-
it. They provide an appropriate alternative 
to yurts in many situations, as the canvas 
yurts are easily stained by redwood duff 
and are difficult to maintain. Further, the 
rectangular shape of cabins utilizes space 
for beds and furniture more efficiently than 
the round yurts and cabins can more easily 
be equipped with fire suppression sprinklers 
per the County of Santa Clara Fire Marshal 
regulations22, which would then allow the 
installation of heating systems. 
Valley View II and III tent camping areas are 
located beyond the reservable Huckleberry 
Group Camping Area in a more secluded 
part of the Valley View Zone and are within 
close proximity to the Azalea and Lone Ma-
ple picnic areas and the Giant Twins red-
wood trees. Valley View II consists of one 
small loop beyond the picnic areas while 
Valley View III is comprised of two loops 
near the end of Valley View Road.
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Trail Network
The trails in the Valley View Zone are open 
for hiking only, except the Blackhawk Trail, 
which is a hiking and equestrian trail. 
Equestrians can access the Blackhawk Trail 
from the staging area on Pole Line Road.
Day Use
The Azalea and Lone Maple picnic areas 
are located near Valley View 2 and 3 camp-
grounds. While the Azalea Picnic Area is 
reservable, the Lone Maple Picnic Area is 
available on a first-come-first-served basis. 
According to Park staff, the Lone Maple 
Picnic Area site is relatively underused 
and may be an appropriate location for an 
expansion of the existing camping uses, and 
potentially for a campfire circle. 
Beyond the campgrounds, the paved por-
tion of Valley View Road extends to a loop 
that has no developed facilities or trails, but 
features scenic views of the Santa Clara Val-
ley. The site poses an opportunity to expand 
tent camping facilities to take advantage of 
the scenery, or to further expand the near-
by campgrounds. Additionally, the ‘Giant 
Twins’ redwood trees are accessible via a 
short hike along the Giant Twins Trail across 
from the Valley View III campground. This 
towering pair of redwoods are an attraction 
for many park visitors.  
Summary
The Valley View Zone supports the majority 
of the Park’s campgrounds as well as the 
only showers and entry kiosk within the 
Park. The campgrounds and day use areas 
have sufficient land for expansion of facil-
ities, such as more cabins and a campfire 
circle. 

Visitor’s camping in Valley View 1 Campground

Typical campsite in Valley View II

Park Shower Facilities in Valley View III Campground
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Opportunities
• Serves as the gateway to the Park; improvements could heighten sense of arrival and 

set the tone for an outstanding Park user experience.
• This zone includes the Park entry and the three main campgrounds. Cabins and yurts 

are a popular use that could be expanded, as are small group sites. 
• Potential opportunities exist for expansion of facilities or improvement of connec-

tions to Valley View overlook and the site of the Giant Twins. 
• Lone Maple Picnic Area and other points throughout this zone offer opportunities to 

develop centrally-located campfire circle or other gathering sites.
• Could be considered as an alternate location for a new visitor center.

Constraints
• Entrance area confined and confusing due to existing roadway design and topogra-

phy.
• Pole Line Road is a public county road and must be shared with non-park users ac-

cessing destinations beyond the park, making park circulation confusing. 

VALLEY VIEW ZONE

Valley View I yurt
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2.6iii Summit Zone (264 acres)
The Summit Zone is separated from the rest 
of the Park by private property to the north-
east, and by Mount Madonna Road to the 
southeast. This closed portion of the Park is 
made up of the Arata and Garcia property 
acquisitions and is currently classified as a 
Resource Bank; however, it has potential for 
new uses due to its proximity to the afore-
mentioned High-Use Zone.
The Summit Zone is characterized by visitas 
of Monterey Bay, and young redwood for-
est, with the exception of the hilltop areas, 
which are grasslands. Llamas and other 
livestock previously grazed much of the 
grassland area, but since grazing has been 
discontinued, these areas are transitioning 
to a coastal scrub plant community with the 
dominant plant species being coyote brush 
(Baccharis Pilularis). Slopes within this zone 
are relatively moderate, with flatter areas 
adjacent to Pole Line Road. The best access 
points to the Summit Zone are from Summit 
Road. Three existing access points are de-
veloped with the primary access being the 
middle of the three.
Existing road and trail network
The existing road network within this zone 
would need improvement prior to the 
introduction of any new public use. A Park 
service road that allows hiking and equestri-
an uses originates from the Bayview Youth 
Camp area and terminates at Old Mount 
Madonna Road across from the former Ara-
ta Property. This service road as well as the 
intersection of Pole Line Road and Mount 
Madonna Road are the most likely potential 
trail connection points to the existing open 
portions of the Park. In the long term, the 
Bay Area Ridge Trail is proposed to extend 
through the site to the north within the 
right-of-way of Summit Road.  

Land Use Regulation
The California State Parks Department 
previously owned the Garcia property. As 
such, per the quitclaim deed23, a number of 
conditions (most notably that a plaque be 
placed on the property commemorating the 
memory of George Garcia’s grandfather Se-
bastian Avazini who purchased the property 
in 1883) are associated with the property. 
The plaque requirement has been fulfillled, 
though other conditions may remain unad-
dressed. 
The Garcia and Arata properties were an-
nexed from Santa Cruz County in 1998 with 
a number of stipulations that limit certain 
types of development. Generally, these 
stipulations include controls that seek to 
limit visual degradation due to signage, and 
large-scale clearance of vegetation and/or 
roads or other facilities that would create 
visible scars on the landscape. Additionally, 
any structures must be designed so that 
they do not create major negative visual 
impact from the valley floor. Further restric-
tions generally meet the typical operating 
practices of County Parks including design-
ing facilities that are harmonious with the 
natural environment. 
Summary
The Summit Zone is composed of the Ara-
ta and Garcia properties, which combine 
to form a 264-acre hourglass shaped tract 
west of the High Use Zone. This zone is cur-
rently off limits to the public and the net-
work of former service roads would need 
improving prior to opening the area for 
public use. Certain development restrictions 
are attached to the properties via deed and 
annexation documents.
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Opportunities
• This zone has excellent potential for many types of recreational uses due to its easy 

access from Summit Road, rolling topography, and scenic views of the Monterey Bay.

Constraints
• Development in this zone must not impact the views from the valley floor in Santa 

Cruz County according to annexation and quitclaim restrictions.
• PG&E lines cross the site.
• Water and sanitary systems may need to be developed. Water is limited on the prop-

erty. 

Typical scene at Summit Zone

SUMMIT ZONE
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2.7 Other Park Zones
The five zones described below complete 
the analysis of the eight Mount Madonna 
County Park resource management zones. 
Each zone is unique, with varying levels of 
public access, opportunities and challenges 
for expansion of use and management. 

2.7i Bayview Zone (420 acres)

The Bayview Zone is currently open to 
the public, providing access via two trails: 
Bayview Trail and Pole Line Road. Aside 
from these trails, this zone is comprised of 
redwood forest with no developed areas.  
The only access to the area is via Pole 
Line Road and no major border is shared 
with Mount Madonna Road. The zone is 
surrounded almost entirely by Santa Cruz 
County; it was annexed from Santa Cruz 
County in 1971 with a scenic restriction 
stating that the property shall only be used 
for preservation and protection of resources, 
and landscaping and development (park 
buildings and structures) for noncommercial 
park and recreation purposes. The area 
offers scenic views of Monterey Bay; a future 
Forest Health Plan should help to preserve 
these views. Highway 152 connects to Pole 
Line Road at the southernmost portion of 
the Bayview Zone; thus to reach the primary 
entrance to the park one must pass through 
this area first. 

2.7ii Merry-Go-Round/Sprig Zone (1,344 
acres)
The expansive Merry-Go-Round/Sprig Zone 
is the largest of the eight zones and makes 
up most of the existing low-intensity use 
areas in the Park. Most of the area is in a 
natural state, with the only development 
being trails, dirt roads, and a utility corri-
dor. Most of the zone is a “Natural Area” as 
classified by the Strategic Plan24.

The zone is currently open to hiking, eques-
trian and picnicking use. It includes the 
Blackhawk Trail, a popular hiking trail that 
was recently restored by the Department 
following closure due to landslides and 
impacts to Steelhead habitat. The Sprig 
entrance has a picnic area, staging area (in-
cluding designated space for horse trailers) 
and restroom. This entrance is popular be-
cause it is closer to Gilroy, and because Park 
users are not required to pay an entrance 
fee at this location. The staging area is 
undersized for the amount of use; however, 
expanding the parking area would require 
extensive grading.  

2.7iii Nielson/Della Maggiora Zone (910 
acres)
The Nielson property was acquired in 1997, 
the Little Arthur Creek Property in 1980, 
and the Della Maggiora property in 2014. 
These three properties total over 900 acres 
along Redwood Retreat Road, are currently 
closed to the public and classified as a Re-
source Bank. The area includes three sites 
that could be developed to provide access 
from Redwood Retreat Road, including at 
the Nielson barn site, the Della Maggiora 
entrance, and the Little Arthur Creek Prop-
erty. However, any access into this area will 
need to be considered as part of an even-
tual Mount Madonna Trails Master Plan. 
It should be noted that the Nielson barn 
site features an open-sided wooden barn 
that has been identifid in the Parks Depart-
ment’s internal Unused Structures Inventory 
Project Action Plan25 (2014) as structurally 
unsound. An additional structure near the 
pond on the Nielson Property is dilapidated 
and could pose as an attractive nuisance 
and/or a safety concern if the property 
were opened for public access.
Both Serpentine Bunchgrass Grassland and 
Mixed Serpentine Chaparral areas exist in 
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this zone, as identified in the Santa Clara 
Valley Habitat Plan land cover map. These 
areas are categorized as Serpentine Fee ar-
eas under the habitat plan; any disturbance 
here would require the payment of fees and 
the acquisition of permits through the Santa 
Clara Habitat Agency.

2.7iv Hecker Zone (554 acres)
The Hecker Zone is currently closed to the 
public and serves as a Resource Bank. There 
is very little access potential into the Hecker 
Zone and where access could be developed, 
additional facilities such as a crosswalk, 
sign or signal would be needed, but would 
require approval by Caltrans as well as 
encroachment permits.  Steep terrain in this 
area limits potential for new recreational 
facilities beyond trails. The Bay Area Ridge 
Trail is planned to pass through the Hecker 
and Clark Canyon Zones. 

2.7v Clark Canyon Zone (423 acres)
The Clark Canyon property is accessible 
from Whitehurst Road.  Currently closed 
to the public, the 432-acre property serves 
as Resource Bank. Two Steelhead occupied 
stream corridors traverse the property.  
Valley floor portions of the Clark Canyon 
Zone contain flat areas suitable for a variety 
of park uses that could be accessible from 
Whitehurst Road and might be considered 
by the Parks Department in future Master 
Plan Amendment processes. The surround-
ing hillsides are steep and unlikely to sup-
port uses beyond limited trail access. To the 
east, the City of Gilroy owns and operates 
Gilroy Gardens. Trail connections to this 
property and the City trail network beyond 
should be considered in a future Mount 
Madonna Trails Master Plan. 
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Overall Goals
• Enhance the park user experience by improving both thematic and physical links 

between key Park facilities and ensuring that all development is consistent with 
the Park’s existing natural character and cultural history. 

• Establish a vibrant activity hub within the park that includes a new Visitor Center.
• Improve the park entrance as a gateway feature and extend wayfinding through-

out the Park to create a sense of place.
• Add relevant active recreational opportunities that allow people to connect with 

nature while exercising. 
• Develop and expand park facilities in a manner that preserves, conserves, and, 

wherever possible, enhances ecological processes.  
• Prioritize protection of water supply and water resources. 
• Develop and operate the park in a fiscally sustainable manner.

The need for this Mount Madonna Master Plan first emerged as a result of increasing vis-
itor attendance and the reality that the Park’s existing facilities could not keep pace with 
demand. In order to streamline and maximize the Master Planning effort, analysis primarily 
focused on existing developed areas of the Park. Taking this focused view allows Plan recom-
mendations to minimize environmental impacts by limiting the amount of additional devel-
opment that might encroach into natural areas of the Park, and it concentrates improve-
ments efficiently both for use and implementation purposes. 
Most of the design and other recommendations that follow are focused on expanding or 
improving existing use areas and visitor amenities. In some cases, new facilities are recom-
mended to provide an additional service, but key to those recommendations is the relation-
ship between old and new uses. To the extent possible, every effort has been made to create 
recommendations that are both practical and feasible, while still being forward-thinking 
enough to serve Park users well into the future. The key overarching goals of this Plan re-
flected in the Recommended Design Alternative at right are as follows:   
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3.1 High Use Zone (HU)
Visitor and operational activity at Mount Madonna is already centered in the High Use Zone 
in and around the existing visitor center, current deer pen, and the Tan Oak campground. 
However, from a design standpoint, the area has unrealized potential to be further empha-
sized as the daytime heart of Mount Madonna County Park and to be improved with a new, 
more modern visitor center. The opportunity to establish a this zone as a vibrant, buzzing 
hub of Park activity that is visible and accessible to all park users, and that adds to the park 
visitor’s ‘sense of place’ is a primary recommendation of this Master Plan.  

Overall recommendations:
HU1: Establish the High Use Zone as the primary hub of day-use only activity in the Park with 
an improved Tan Oak Road connecting through from east to west to serve as a “spine” of this 
newly revitalized area. 
HU2: Locate new facilities, including a new visitor center, and new educational and recre-
ational facilities, so that each use complements existing key features and neighboring uses. 
HU3: Convert existing Tan Oak Campground to a Children’s Adventure Play area (day-use) 
and consider conversion of Manzanita Group Camp to day-use as well. 
HU4: Consider existing trail circulation in the design of new use areas. 
  

Figure 14. Parti / Conceptual Use Diagram: High Use Zone

New Visitor Center as “hub” of 
activity - with interpretive and 
other features extending out as 
“spokes” of the wheel 

Re-envision entire zone as a day-
use focus area, with a variety of 
opportunites for educational play, 
picnic and family-oriented facili-
ties “rippling” out from center

Pole Line Road serves as a 
through road, differentiated 
from Tan Oak Road through de-
sign elements and wayfinding

Tan Oak Road improved to 
serve as the  “spine” of the 
High Use Zone 
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3.2 Visitor Center (VC)
Currently located at the east end of the High Use Zone, the existing visitor center is difficult 
for visitors to locate within the Park, has limited space for exhibits, and is underutilized. As 
such, this Master Plan recommends construction of  a new Park visitor center near the for-
mer deer pen and the existing Tan Oak Campground (see Figure 15). The new visitor center 
will become the central “hub” of activity within the High Use Zone, with surrounding day-use 
facilities extending as “spokes” of the wheel. These other nearby facilities will also build off 
of the visitor center use from an interpretive themes standpoint. 

Recommendations 
VC1:  Physically orient the building and use architectural elements to make the structure 
harmonious with the natural environment and to connect to surrounding amenities and 
trails. 
VC2:  Include space both inside and immediately adjacent to the building for small gath-
erings and presentations; thematically connect to adjacent recreational areas including the 
recommended Children’s Adventure Play area.
VC3: Include office space for staff in the building’s design; keeping in mind that a redesign 
of the original visitor center into staff offices should serve as the Park’s primary staff office. 
VC4:  Design to LEED certification levels and/or utilize California Green Building Standards 
Code.26 Ensure the building also meets Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) standards, in-
cluding surrounding paved areas and pathways.
VC5:  Specific interpretive goals and themes should be fully planned prior to or alongside 
building design and site planning.  
VC6: During preparation of the visitor center site plan, consider existing fences and power 
lines in the vicinity as well as electrical, water, and wastewater capacities and demands

Example of Potential Visitor Center Design
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3.3 Children’s Adventure Play (CAP)
To the northwest of the new Visitor Center, or potentially in place of the Tan Oak Camp-
ground, a children’s natural adventure play zone would be an excellent addition to Mount 
Madonna. Redevelopment of the large, rolling meadows in and around the previous deer 
pen (west deer pen) as a natural play area for children meets a need expressed by park users 
in surveys as well as by park staff. More specifically, the adventure play area would be a 
nature-themed outdoor playground filled with multi-sensory and exploratory opportunities, 
and would be constructed with recycled and natural materials such as tree trunks, stumps, 
rocks, sand, soil and water areas, grass, and more. This type of facility could be an extension 
of the programs offered at the new visitor center, and would blend well with both existing 
and new picnic areas. 

Recommendations
CAP1: Provide a new children’s adventure play area adjacent to the new visitor center
CAP2: Develop this play area in accordance with Americans with Disabilities Act27 standards. 
CAP3: Specifically design play area to heighten a connection to nature, incorporating 
site-specific interpretive and educational elements where appropriate. 
CAP4: Include both built and natural features such as stumps, logs, trees, and other minimal 
modifications to landscape that encourage use of the imagination. 
CAP5: Refer to the National Learning Initiative’s National Guidelines: Nature Play & Learning 
Places, Creating and Managing Places where Children Engage with Nature28 for additional 
design guidance. 

ADVENTURE PLAY 
Photo

ADVENTURE PLAY Photo

Children’s Adventure Play example Brooklyn 
Park, MN

Children’s Adventure Play example Oregon Nature Play Initiative (2015)
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3.4 Day-Use Picnic (DU)
In addition to a new visitor center and children’s adventure play area, additional user-serving 
amenities in the High Use Zone should primarily be those that support day-use activity and 
picnicking. Given their central location within the Park and connection to numerous trails 
and visitor facilities (e.g., restrooms), the existing picnic areas in this portion of the Park 
are already highly popular. However, expansion and improvement, including the addition 
of Wi-Fi connectivity and integrated learning opportunities, would benefit these facilities. 
Additionally, both reservable and first-come first-served picnic sites should be offered as well 
as additional group picnic sites. Over time, the Manzanita Group Camp area could be rede-
veloped for day-use only. 

Recommendations
DU1:  Expand existing day-use picnic areas throughout the High Use Zone. 
DU3:  Incorporate new interpretive features into picnic areas so that learning is integral 
even to the casual visitor (programmed through future Interpretive Plans).
DU2:  Consider additional day-use picnic facilities in the areas identified in Figure 15.
DU4: Add Wi-Fi connectivity throughout picnic areas and near the new visitor center. 

Reservable Day-Use Picnic Area adjacent to Tan Oak Campground and proposed Visitor Center location
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3.5 Camping Facilities (CF)
As of 2017, the existing campsites in all areas of Mount Madonna are consistently full or 
nearly full on summer weekends and camping at Mount Madonna provides significant reve-
nue to the Park and to the Parks Department as a whole. As outlined in Chapter 2, the 2016 
Camping and Park Stores Business Analysis29 commissioned by the Parks Department con-
firmed that there is expected to be continued demand for RV, tent, and structured (cabins 
and/or yurts) camping in the future. Demand for small group sites, or “mini family” sites, 
is also high and likely to grow. Other trends include demand for Wi-Fi, increased electrical 
capacity in RV sites, and programs and activities for children. 
As a result of all of the above, enhancing the park user experience by improving and expand-
ing camping opportunities in the Valley View Zone is a key recommendation of this Master 
Plan. The recommendations below also reflect an intention to make managing and serving 
the campgrounds more efficient from an operations standpoint. 

Recommendations
CF1: In Valley View I, replace tent campsites with yurts or cabins (cabins preferable). Con-
sider KOA-style cabins as an alternative to yurts. The addition of 15 cabins is optimal. Ensure 
that this yurt/cabin camping area uses a distinctive site numbering system.
CF2: Develop a new loop road for the yurts or cabins so users going to or from their camp-
site will not negatively impact traffic flow along Valley View Road. Consider addition of single 
loops for volunteers only in the RV camping area.
CF3: Add two “mini family” or small group campsites within Valley View II, III, or new Valley 
VIew IV. Each site should include five private camping sites, an undercover common area, fire 
pit, and grill. 
CF4: Add an additional bathroom and shower house in the Valley View Zone to meet expect-
ed additional demand. 
CF5: Upgrade existing RV sites to premium RV sites with increased electricity 30 amp to 50 
amp. 
CF6: In key locations within the Valley View, Zone install campfire circles or other gathering 
points for interpretive programs and events, and to add to the campers’ sense of place. Add 
amenities such as benches and fire rings to existing camping areas as well as wifi hot spots.  
CF7: Consider improving campground roads for children’s bike safety; consider potential to 
develop a small off-street bike play area. 
CF8: Wherever possible add one full hook-up camp host site in each loop. Sites should acco-
modate large Class A motorhomes and include 100 Amp electrical service, as well as water 
and sewer. 
CF9: Expand the Huckleberry Group Campground into the area between the existing foot-
print and the entrance kiosk.
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3.6 Camp Store (CS)
The County Parks Department has been pursuing the idea of a camp store at the Park since 
1998 when the report: Market and Financial Feasibility for Mount Madonna Camp Store 
was completed.  However, the more modern Camping and Park Stores Business Analysis30 
mentioned in Chapter 2 and in section 3.5 identified that camp stores are not often revenue 
generating and should be added only in very specific circumstances where they have poten-
tial to be successful. 
At Mount Madonna it is clear that a camp store would improve customer service to park visi-
tors, particularly campers who may have forgotten necessary items, and could also serve as a 
platform by which to market the park (sales of branded merchandise) and support increased 
recreational opportunities (equipment rentals for Adventure Play Areas, etc.). However, 
inclusion of a camp store should be carefully considered in order that it does not become a 
tax subsidized element of the park. There are a variety of ways to do this (large corporate 
contractor, operated by park volunteer/friends group, etc.) that would allow it to generate 
enough revenue to justify the expense of the operations.  
Further research is needed on this topic but this Plan ultimately does recommend establish-
ment of a mobile/temporary/pilot camp store either in the High Use Zone or Valley View 
Zone. Using this kind of trial program, the Department will have the ability to both test 
different locations for this amenity and also to discontinue its operation in the event that the 
store is not successful. However, if it is deemed to be an asset to the park, a permanent store 
should be constructed. 

Recommendations
CS1:  Allow a pilot camp store to be located in whatever location Park Staff deems most 
appropriate initially. Potentially try other locations over time. 
CS2:  As recommended in the Camping and Park Stores Business Analysis, consider limiting 
inventory to camping items only, such as firewood, ice, and healthy snacks for sale.
CS3:  List the camp store’s location and hours of operation at various key locations within 
the Park, including the entrance kiosk and visitor center. 
CS4:  Explore operating the store via private vendor with this vendor shouldering costs of 
initial capital improvements including utility infrastructure.  
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3.7 Summit Zone (SZ)
In the far western corner of the park, the Summit Zone is appropriate to consider for future 
development of additional adventure-play style activities. As outlined in Chapter II, the area 
is currently closed to the public, but due to easy access from Summit Road, variations in 
topography, and scenic views of the Monterey Bay, it is an appropriate location for additional 
expansion of the Park’s visitor-serving amenities. Key recommendations for this area include 
the following:

Recommendations
SZ1:  Consider development of trails for use by mountain bikes in a future Mount Madonna 
Trails Master Plan. 
SZ2:  Center future design proposals for this zone on active and/or adventure-based recre-
ation, including: zip lines, a physical challenge course, ropes course or other similar facilities. 
SZ3:     If development for active recreational uses becomes cost, time, or otherwise prohibi-
tive, develop access for more passive uses. 

Example Adventure Play style activity
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3.8 Fiscal Sustainability (FS)
The Parks Department seeks to operate and maintain all its facilities in a fiscally sustainable 
manner. As such, additional development that occurs as a result of this Master Plan should 
pursue a strategic and flexible approach. Phased implementation should be considerate of 
and responsive to funding and partnership opportunities, as well as operational and manage-
ment costs and resources. 

Recommendations
FS1:  Augment park operational costs by adding new revenue-generating park projects and 
facilities. 
FS2:  Partner with other agencies and organizations to develop new uses and facilities.
FS3:  Seek to minimize initial capital costs for development, including utility infrastructure.
FS4:  Develop uses and provide recreational and interpretive programs that have demon-
strated market demand, including incorporating technology into park programs.

3.9 Future Planning
Although this Master Plan is intended to bring together the input of the greater Parks De-
partment, the community, key user groups, and elected officials in order to create a central 
vision for the future of Mount Madonna, there are several areas of study that will need to 
be addressed in subsequent planning efforts. Where necessary, particular focus areas may 
benefit from a separate Plan to address the detailed needs of that site or subject. Three such 
Plans include:

• Forest Health Management Plan
• Interpretive Plan
• Trails Master Plan
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3.10 Conclusion
This chapter identifies seven primary goals and recommendations for improvements, which 
aim to minimize environmental impacts to the Park by limiting the amount of additional 
development, and by concentrating development efficiently for implementation, manage-
ment and use purposes. The Plan seeks to support the Parks Department’s efforts to operate 
and maintain the Park in a fiscally sustainable manner. The recommended improvements, 
once implemented in the three areas of focus; High Use, Valley View, and Summit Zones; will 
enrich the visitor experience at Mount Madonna County Park.  Each individual improvement, 
from constructing a new visitor center and expanding day-use facilities in the High Use Zone, 
to expanding campgrounds and adding campfire circles in the Valley View Camping Area, to 
considering adventure-based recreation in the Summit Zone, will build on the Park’s existing 
amenities in thoughtful and relevant way.  Ultimately, the public’s enjoyment of the extraor-
dinary natural environment that Mount Madonna offers will be heightened for generations 
to come. 
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This Plan seeks to present a vision for the improvement, expansion and addition of new facilities 
at Mount Madonna in accordance with the Department’s long-range goals of balancing recre-
ation and resource protection. Ideally, the future development of the Park will provide improved 
service to the public while limiting operational burden. The recommendations contained in this 
Plan are best implemented over time, and along a logical progression with key foundational piec-
es executed first, and subsequent elements building in a phased approach. The execution of each 
specific component will be dependent upon any additional planning that might be necessary; 
such as Site Planning for elements requiring a greater level of study and/or more detailed design; 
and upon availability of funding, adequate staffing, and other key resources. 

4.1 Phasing 
The Plan represents the short and long term development goals for the Park.  As such, implemen-
tation is divided into four phases: first, design and construction of foundational elements such 
as utilities and roadways that will support the remainder of the recommended improvements, 
second, various enhancements to camping facilities in the Valley View Zone and expansion of 
day-use features in the High Use Zone, third, construction of a new visitor center in the High Use 
Zone, and lastly the addition of active recreation facilities in the Summit Zone. While phasing a 
plan provides a general direction to implementation, flexibility is needed to accommodate fu-
ture unknown conditions such as funding available for development, operation and maintenance 
needs, and other circumstances that may arise. As such, a more detailed internal study covering 
current operational and construction costs as well as staffing estimates should be undertaken to 
accompany this section of the Plan. 
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4.2 Phase 1
The first phase of development should focus on the underlying infrastructure needed to support 
both top-priority Plan elements and those that are easily implementable without significant ad-
ditional resource allocation. In Phase I, the primary and most critical improvement needed is an 
update of the Park’s water system.  Other known utility issues should also be addressed in this 
phase.  Secondarily, planning for roadway improvements and site planning for Phase II elements 
should be undertaken in Phase I. Where minimal additional resources are needed to carry out a 
Plan recommendation, additional changes may be carried out by park staff, such as the conver-
sion of Manzanita Group Camp to a day use picnic area.  

Phase I Projects, approximate timeline years 1-5
1. Planning and improvement of existing water system
2. Other needed infrastructure improvements
3. Site planning for road improvements and day-use expansion in High Use Zone
4. Site planning for changes to Valley View campgrounds
5. Plan improved Park wayfinding system

4.3 Phase 2
In the second phase of Plan implementation, the majority of the Plan’s design recommendations  
should occur; the notable exception being the visitor center which would take place in Phase 
IV.  In accord with site planning carried out in Phase I, Phase II would include the expansion and 
improvement of day-use areas in the High Use Zone, as well as construction of Tan Oak Road and 
camping facility enhancements in Valley View. In some cases, these projects may overlap with the 
completion of unrelated projects in Phase I.

Phase II Projects, approximate timeline years 2-8
1. Convert tent area in Valley View I to cabins or yurts. Develop a new loop road for the yurts 

or cabins to improve existing traffic flow along Valley View Road.
2. Add tent camping at Valley View IV
3. Develop campfire circles or other central gathering features at key points throughout Val-

ley View
4. Develop camp store pilot program 
5. Expand day-use picnic areas throughout the High Use Zone 
6. Execute improvements to Tan Oak Road 
7. Convert Tan Oak Campground to day-use/add new children’s adventure play area adjacent 

to the future visitor center 
8. Install improved Park wayfinding system
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4.4 Phase 3
The third phase of the Plan would focus on design and construction of the new visitor center and 
augmenting the design of the Park entrance. 

Phase III Projects, approximate timeline years 4-10
1. Plan, design and construct new visitor center near former deer pen 
2. Convert former visitor center to staff office
3. Anchor Park wayfinding with improvements to Park entrance with gateway features relat-

ing to the new visitor center in High Use Zone
4. Incorporate new interpretive features throughout Park to promote education and learning

4.5 Phase 4
The fourth phase of the Plan is would develop the Summit Zone for more active recreation type 
uses. 

Phase IV Projects, opportunity-based timeline 
1. Seek partner or concession for active adventure-style recreational uses including zip lines, 

physical challenge courses, ropes course or other similar facilities in Summit Zone.
2. Develop plans for these new facilities and construct
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4.6 Subsequent Environmental Review /CEQA Compliance
To comply with CEQA, a Mitigated Negative Declaration was completed for the Plan. As future 
phases are planned and designed, additional analysis and environmental review may be needed. 
County Parks is committed to full evaluation of potential environmental impacts and specific mit-
igation measures will established where needed. 

4.7 Potential Partners
There are a number of community groups, nonprofit organizations, local business owners, and 
agencies that may assist in park development, operations, maintenance, education and interpre-
tation at the Park. Potential future partners identified during the planning process include the 
City of Gilroy, various equestrian groups which frequent the Park, the Mount Madonna Bowmen, 
Native American groups, and other future volunteers and partnerships. 

4.8 Financial Considerations
The Plan recommendations for the Park relating to fiscal sustainability include adding new rev-
enue generating projects and facilities, partnering with other agencies and organizations, mini-
mizing initial capital costs for development where appropriate, and developing uses and provid-
ing programs that have proven market demand. Additionally, identifying and securing additional 
funding for implementing the recommendations in this Plan will be a necessity. This includes 
securing grants for capital projects and Park programs, evaluating user fees on an ongoing basis, 
and considering short and long-term lease revenues.  

Ranges for cost estimates should be made given the conceptual nature of a master plan.  More 
specific cost estimates can be determined as specific designs are developed for each phase.  It is 
important to note that these costs are based on items identified in the Plan process and detailed 
site design and program development are needed to refine these costs. Additional details regard-
ing costs and revenue generation will be developed in each project’s design and construction 
phase.  

The Department’s Infrastructure Report (Appendix B) made recommendations for utility infra-
structure improvements necessary to support the proposed Park expansion. Details from the 
Report include:

•	 Costs relating to construction of water/ septic for the new visitor center range from 
$85,000 to $622,000 depending on design.

•	 Costs relating to construction of water/ septic for cabins at Valley View range from 
$39,000 to $250,000 depending on design.  Cabins at Tan Oak range from $89,000 to 
$532,000.  
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4.9 Staffing 
The Department is responsible for operating and maintaining Mount Madonna County Park. Cur-
rently, there are four full time maintenance staff at Mount Madonna, including one senior park 
maintenance worker and three park maintenance workers.  There is also one seasonal mainte-
nance staff position at Mount Madonna.  The improvements described in this Plan would place 
additional demands on existing staff resources. 

A new visitor center, expansion of the existing campgrounds, day use areas and the potential for 
additional new active recreation uses would require additional staffing. 

4.10 Revenue 
Existing Revenue
Revenue generated at Mount Madonna County Park is primarily in the form of parking fees, group 
day use and overnight campground fees, permits for weddings and other special events.  

Revenue Generated at Mount Madonna County Park* 

Vehicle entry $64,491
Use Permit Fees $21,480
Camping $453,539
Contributions/ Donations $243
Commission on Sales (lessee) $4,275
Other revenue sources $28,090
Total Revenue $572,118

* Department data from 2015

Potential Revenue from Plan Recommendations
Projected annual revenues are based on current activities and information at Mount Madonna 
County Park and revenues projected as part of this Plan.  Additional camping facilities, including 
cabins, a new visitor center and expanded interpretive programs could further enhance the exist-
ing park amenities and increase visitor usage at the Park.

Visitor Center
Recommendations described in Chapter III include the construction of a new modern visitor cen-
ter to replace the existing visitor center.  The new visitor center would be located near the old 
deer pen and the Tan Oak Campground.  The visitor center would also include interior and exte-
rior space for small gathering areas and a children’s adventure play zone is recommended to be 
constructed near the visitor center to promote learning and exercise while connecting to nature. 
Development of a new visitor center could draw additional visitors to the Park and potentially 
increase revenue through day use parking fees and park donations.   
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Camping/ Lodging  
The construction of additional overnight camping and lodging opportunities in the Valley View 
Zone could generate additional revenue for the park.  The existing yurts are popular among park 
users and are often booked up months in advance.  Additional yurts or alternative camping op-
portunities, such as cabins, may increase current camping revenue.   Plan recommendations call 
for the addition of yurts or cabins in Valley View 1 and nearby areas. A new loop road would be 
developed to improve traffic flow along Valley View Road.  Two small central meeting places and 
campfire circles for interpretive programs and events is also part of the Plan Recommendations. 

Parking
Parking generates revenue, however given the location of the entry kiosk, it is often times difficult 
to enforce parking within the Park.  Parking revenue was estimated at $64,491 for the year 2015. 

Day Use/ Picnic Areas
Currently, visitors can reserve three picnic areas/group areas. This is a minimal source of reve-
nue generated, however the construction of additional reservable day use areas may generate 
additional revenue. Recommendations include the expansion of the existing day-use picnic areas 
throughout the High Use Zone.  Relocating the camping area in the Tan Oak Campground to Val-
ley View Zone would offer more opportunity for expanded day use picnic areas and therefore 
increase day use fees.  Expanding Wi-Fi connectivity and integrated learning opportunities in this 
area would improve the park user experience in the High Use Zone.  

Special Events
The Parks Department provides the opportunity for park users to reserve group areas for special 
events such as weddings, birthdays and other special occasions. Special events are a source of 
revenue for the Department.  The amount of revenue generated annual for special uses in 2015 
was $21,480.

Camp Store
The Department conducted a study evaluating the feasibility of operating park stores. It was de-
termined that a park store would not be a source of revenue potential.  However, the possibility 
of a camp store providing basic camping amenities could generate an additional source of reve-
nue while providing a service to campers who would otherwise drive to Gilroy or Watsonville for 
their camping needs.  Recommendations in the Plan include a pilot camp store which would offer 
basic camping amenities and healthy snacks.  The camp store could be operated by concession-
aire or park staff.   The camp store could for example be operated by a concessionaire and provide 
sales on weekends at certain times as identified in the Park.  It was determined that it would not 
be revenue generating for Park Staff to operate a camp store. 
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4.11 Conclusion
Mount Madonna is a well-loved and excep  onal gem in the County Parks system. It has the 
founda  onal elements necessary to serve visitors from throughout the region for genera  ons 
to come, if the recommenda  ons of this Plan are carried out over the next 10-20 years. The rec-
ommenda  ons were developed based on an understanding of current economic, environmental 
and fi nancial condi  ons, as well as exis  ng data and assump  ons regarding recrea  onal and de-
mographic trends. The Plan’s somewhat high-level view of future Park improvements will allow 
County Parks to address future condi  ons as they arise, and the lack of detailed cost es  mates in 
this plan should addi  onally support that need for fl exibility.  The Plan allows for future updates, 
consistent with the original intent of the Plan.  Parks Department staff  will manage future updates 
of this Plan, with opportuni  es for public input at Parks and Recrea  on Commission and other 
public mee  ngs.  
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Mt. Madonna Park User Survey 
Park User Postcard Survey 2014 
 
Favorite Park Features (279 Responses) 

Feature Total Number 
of Responses 

The Redwoods 199 
Hiking Trails 175 
Equestrian Trails 141 
The Wildlife 137 
Tent Camp Sites 75 
The Views 100 
Historic Sites 71 
Picnic Areas 52 
RV Camp Sites 51 
Archery 33 
Yurts 23 
Park Programs 22 
Group Camp Sites 26 
The Visitor Center 19 
Youth Camp Sites 9 

 

Desired Park Improvements (279 Responses) 

Feature Total 
Number of 
Responses 

More equestrian trails 133 
An equestrian campground 110 
Access to new areas in the 
park 

108 

More hiking trails 82 
A camp store 57 
A natural plan area for kids 48 
A zip line 48 
Improved directional signs 48 
Mountain biking trails 43 
Backpacking campsites 31 
An expanded visitor center 29 
A BMX bike park 29 
Cabins 25 
A gift shop 18 
More tent campgrounds 15 
More yurts 15 
More park entrances 5 

 

199
175

137

75
100

71

141

52 51
33 23 22 26 19 9

Postcard Survey Results - Favorite Park Features
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Favorite Park Features (279 Responses) 

Feature Total Number 
of Responses 

The Redwoods 199 
Hiking Trails 175 
Equestrian Trails 141 
The Wildlife 137 
Tent Camp Sites 75 
The Views 100 
Historic Sites 71 
Picnic Areas 52 
RV Camp Sites 51 
Archery 33 
Yurts 23 
Park Programs 22 
Group Camp Sites 26 
The Visitor Center 19 
Youth Camp Sites 9 

 

Desired Park Improvements (279 Responses) 

Feature Total 
Number of 
Responses 

More equestrian trails 133 
An equestrian campground 110 
Access to new areas in the 
park 

108 

More hiking trails 82 
A camp store 57 
A natural plan area for kids 48 
A zip line 48 
Improved directional signs 48 
Mountain biking trails 43 
Backpacking campsites 31 
An expanded visitor center 29 
A BMX bike park 29 
Cabins 25 
A gift shop 18 
More tent campgrounds 15 
More yurts 15 
More park entrances 5 
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Surveyor Comments by Survey Number 

Survey 
# 

Zip 
Code 

Comment 

1 95020 
 

2 95037 
 

3 95037 A rustic conference center, like Asilomar, on the Arata property 
4 95037 Awesome work on keeping the trails maintained, ie cutting downed trees and new trail grading 
5 95037 Speed bumps from the start of WI to Tanbark might save lives.  People are glamping now.  Plus, 

it would be helpful and a lot safer to widen the entry turn from Gilroy. 
6 

 
Always appreciate dog hikes 

7 95139 Great dog hikes with Blake! Would like more dog-friendly yurts 
8 

 
 

9 93906 We had a great time.  However, other campers were noisy after 11pm 
10 

  

11 95008 
 

12 95020 Stephanie Erling, Gilroy 
13 95138 The park is awesome! The staff is great - fun times! 
14 95020 

 

15 95020 
 

16 95037 
 

17 95051 
 

18 95123 No mountain bike trails, equestrian trails, yurts, equestrian campground, or bmx park. 
19 95124 It's perfect as is! Add nothing or it will no longer be Mt Madonna 
20 95037 

 

21 69029 when we were here, the trails from the park ranger station to the campsites were closed.  Keep 
them open! 

22 89029 No changes - we love the nature 
23 95123 Great park and very well-maintained, thanks! 
24 95121 

 

25 95020 It is perfect the way it is 
26 92069 

 

27 95045 
 

28 95023 
 

29 95125 Love coming here- can all campsites be open year round? 
30 95116 

 

31 95037 XXX on equestrian trails & XXX on equestrian campground 

32 95037 XX on equestrian trails & XX on equestrian campground 
33 95125 

 

34 95123 fabulous county park 
35 95037 

 

36 95124 
 

37 94550 
 

38 95148 Rangers John and Kathy were very friendly! Camp host is too :)  
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39 
  

40 
  

41 
 

crossed out zip line, more yurts, & BMX bike park 
42 95129 

 

43 95076 Nothing more the park is perfect just as it is. Thank you for keeping it so well maintained. All 
park staff are terrific. 

44 95138 Fix roads please 
45 

 
keep up the good work 

46 94536 1st time here & LOVED IT! We will be back 

47 
  

48 
  

49 93657 Great park, great employees. Have been coming for years and plan to continue 
50 90712 2nd time staying. So beautiful 
51 94928 

 

52 72034 
 

53 95037 
 

54 94002 
 

55 94611 Enjoying our first stay in the yurt!  
56 95004 I don't really want more entrances, but I think an entrance on the north/east side would lead to 

more visitors 
57 95046 Handicap bars in restrooms need to be alond side not behind commode-awkward!! 
58 93306 I like how you guys keep the restrooms clean and all the park as will thanks for a job well done 
59 95962 

 

60 94513 Don't allow tent capers to occupy RV sites 
61 95023 NO on zip line and BMX bike park. DON'T RUIN IT 
62 95037 Separate mtn bike trails from horse trails 
63 95003 been coming here since I was a child love it & my horse loves it too  
64 95020 

 

65 94927 
 

66 95020 please open up the Blackhawk trail! More water troughs please. Thank you!  
67 95037 

 

68 95123 x5 on mountain biking trails. It would be awesome to have a place to mtn bike and camp just 
like back home in CO 

69 95037 Improvements to camp sites to make them more secluded so people don't walk through  
70 95035 Love Mt. Madonna & have been enjoying it for years. Would like to see expanded shower hours 

& more ranger patrols & quiet hour enforcement 
71 95020 Zip line would be AWESOME!! 
72 95132 

 

73 95046 
 

74 95046 
 

75 
 

Entrance rangers provided excellent service 
76 95135 

 

77 95023 
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78 95003 
 

79 95123 Beautiful Park 
80 95020 Archery lesson for kids. I'm a certified instructor would like to start a program 
81 93908 No changes needed- we love Mt. Madonna the way it is!!! 
82 95112 

 

83 94539 the music on Saturday night was fun! For young and old had a great time!  
84 95004 

 

85 95138 
 

86 95020 We love this place! 
87 

  

88 95123 
 

89 95124 It would be nice to have loop trails so that we don't have to struggle with the trail sign.  
90 93561 

 

91 95020 
 

92 
  

93 95076 no on zip line & more yurts. Firewood $8-perbox Elemate change for firewood 
94 95051 This was our first visit to Mt. Madonna & we loved it!  

95 95076 I'd be happy to recycle all garbage I would like to see everyone recycle - at least plastics, paper, 
& glass. I.E. take it all home 

96 95125 need to do more w/visitor center. The visitor center can also have/be gift & camp store. Also 
movies at night on big screen 

97 95340 No on zip line and BMX park, maybe on a gift shop. Comments: we like it as it is - beautiful and 
quiet 

98 95032 This park has fantastic single-track trails. Always wished they were open to MTB community. 
The trails open are too mundane. 

99 95032 we loved how clean the park is, the restrooms, showers, & campsites. What a well managed 
park!  

100 95134 Cut a few trees down for some "Real" views of the valley & sea 
101 95020 Visitor center never open. No on mtn biking trails & BMX bike parks. XXX on equestrian 

campground. Comments: Please-No Bikes!! Leave one park safe from Bikers!! 
102 95037 With all the kids riding on the pavement, would be ideal to open up a few mtn bike loops 
103 95020 arrow connecting equestrian campground and cabins 
104 

  

105 
  

106 95020 
 

107 95112 bathrooms are immaculate, well maintained and modern I'm very impressed!  
108 95020 crossed out zip line and BMX park 
109 95020 

 

110 95076 "+"Mt. Madonna"+" you have a lovely well maintained park you can be proud of. We love the 
convenience of a quick trip. 

111 95020 would love to see the back areas to redwood retreat opened up for hiking 
112 95020 

 

113 95020 
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114 94002 restrict groups from playing large games. Our car was hit numerous times by a cricket game, 
balls, & Frisbees 

115 95035 very much love the quiet! Well maintained - Thanks for that 
116 95125 My first time camping and it was great!! Thank you, thank you, thank you for the clean 

bathrooms! 
117 95023 

 

118 95020 
 

119 94518 A camp stove would really complete this great park! 
120 

 
No on biking trails & BMX park. Please a park with no bikers 

121 95762 Camp store for firewood and ice, etc. - most important! 
122 94070 Mt. Madonna is one of our local faves. Would love to see some play areas for kids 
123 95757 

 

124 93405 
 

125 95020 
 

126 95020 
 

127 95123 
 

128 95046 No bikes 
129 95004 Keep it simple 
130 

  

131 95037 
 

132 
  

133 
 

The best thing about this park is having one place to go without having to deal with arrogant 
dangerous bike riders running people over - they are awful! 

134 
  

135 
  

136 95020 
 

137 94044 The lights are on 24/7 in the Valley View 2 bathrooms! It's a waste of electricity.  Check in time 
should be way earlier. 

138 94127 It is outrageous that there are no recycling bins in the whole park! We took ours home with us.  
People put recycling in dumps 

139 94583 
 

140 95037 
 

141 95023 Unfortunate that so many of the trails were closed this September. 
142 94028 We had a great help when our car did not start. 
143 95120 Scooter park and skate park (natural) scooter trails 
144 95120 

 

145 94063 Build RV sites in Valley View 2 and 3 
146 95123 

 

147 95076 Park doesn't "need" much.  A camp store would be #1 in my book.  More yurts and cabins 
would offer more options and create more year round activities 

148 95126 very nice, clean and well organized. Enjoyed our stay 

149 95037 thank you for having soap dispensers in the bathrooms 
150 95118 
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151 94063 More hiking trails please 
152 

  

153 95035 We were lost twice in a year in hiking back to valley view 3.  We need more directional signs at 
any trails, clearly come in to valley view 1 2 or 3. 

154 
  

155 95037 the park rangers are very nice and helpful 
156 95120 mirrors in bathrooms 
157 

  

158 
 

improve signage between E Baview Trail and Bayview.  No sign for E Bayview 
159 95035 

 

160 95127 Visiting Park for 45+ years! 
161 95076 Love this place! Margaret is the best! 
162 

 
Very friendly staff! 

163 95020 We come here every weekend because, unlike many other local parks, there are no bikes on the 
trails that frighten the animals and disturb the peace. 

164 95020 
 

165 95023 More secluded campsites 
166 95120 

 

167 
 

I like the stumps to play on. 
168 95020 

 

169 95076 
 

170 95020 Open Blackhawk 
171 95962 

 

172 
  

173 95954 
 

174 94062 
 

175 93907 Looking forward to exploring new areas of this lovely park 
176 

 
Nice Park. Please keep it clean.  Please Note: does not want to go on email list 

177 95045 This is truly one of the last true mountain parks in our area with the big trees. The equestrian 
community has supported this park for over the last 40 years. Help keep it that way. Please 
don't turn your back on us at this time.  Thank you. 

178 95060 
 

179 95046 
 

180 95037 
 

181 
  

182 95046 
 

183 95017 
 

184 95076 Liz Riehl  225 Sonda Ladera, Watsonville CA 
185 95018 

 

186 93907 Wonderful horse park. Betty McToronsend-Whitcout  8485 Wildhorse Canyon Rd., Prunedale 
187 95003 Please don't allow bikes in this park! They go too fast and are dangerous. 
188 93907 

 

189 93907 More horse trailer parking 



APPENDIX A: PUBLIC INPU T - PARK USER SURVEY
MOUNT MADONNA COUNTY PARK MASTER PLAN

Mt. Madonna Park User Survey 
Park User Postcard Survey 2014 
 

190 93923 Security for my truck and trailer is very important.  Caroline Spicher 
191 93907 I would love to see more equestrian trails and an equestrian campground 
192 95018 

 

193 95046 
 

194 93924 NO BIKES ON TRAILS!! Erosion - Dangerous!! 
195 

  

196 95076 This is a beautiful park and the equestrian trails are some of the best in the area!!! 
197 95020 

 

198 
 

Please open Blackhawk 
199 95033 

 

200 93907 
 

201 95037 
 

202 95012 
 

203 
  

204 95003 Please - no mountain bikes, unless there will be bike, horse, ranger patrols enforcing rules. 
205 95076 Thank you for the park!  Jeff 
206 95045 Keep parking lot exclusively for horse trailers. We can't fit into alternative spots. 
207 95076 Sharm Hechert 
208 95020 Bicycles impact horseback riding much more than horses impact bicyclers. I would truly 

appreciate this park keeping mountain bikers out. 
209 95003 

 

210 95020 Trails where dogs can be off leash or radio controlled. 
211 95020 Trails where dogs can be off leash or radio controlled. 
212 93463 If bikes are ever allowed, let them have their own trails. Horses and bikes don't mix. Accident 

waiting to happen. 
213 95062 

 

214 95076 
 

215 93924 
 

216 95037 
 

217 95037 With the long steep up and down, this would be a poor park for Mountain bikes because of 
speed 

218 95070 Please leave a park without bikes 
219 95020 Please horse camping 
220 95076 

 

221 
  

222 95037 
 

223 95066 
 

224 95037 
 

225 95125 
 

226 95020 
 

227 95023 
 

228 95120 
 

229 95020 
 

230 93907 Equestrian parking with water for horses 
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231 95020 Open Blackhawk trail to horses. Water at Sprig Lake 
232 95003 

 

233 95006 
 

234 95023 
 

235 
  

236 80216 The visitor center was pretty disappointing, and no one on staff on a Saturday! 
237 95918 Please keep the equestrian access primary and also move forward on the equestrian camp. 
238 93307 

 

239 95020 
 

240 95019 We love coming There! Thank you. We would prefer no bikes as it is dangerous for equestrians. 
241 

 
Designated parking for horse trailers would be nice. Love the trails, on foot an on horseback 

242 95006 
 

243 94087 
 

244 
 

Love this park! 
245 94306 

 

246 95020 Would love to see park left as natural as possible with only trails for hiking and horseback 
riding. 

247 95037 Please open Black Hawk. Please update # that tell if trails are open on a regular basis. Last 
phone update was July. Thanks 

248 95076 
 

249 95020 
 

250 94539 Very well maintained campsite bathrooms - the best I've seen! And that mean a lot to visitors!! 
251 

 
Please continue to provide a safe park to bring young, inexperienced and special needs riders 
and to ride young, green horses.  Steep, winding tails are very dangerous to share with bikers. 
Keep it safe, quiet for horsemen and hikers. 

252 95046 
 

253 95020 
 

254 
 

Keep Sprig Lake full. Is Black Hawk Trail open? 
255 95037 Please open Black Hawk.  Love Mt. Madonna 
256 95020 

 

257 95037 
 

258 95020 
 

259 95125 A small but efficient store for camping and day use essentials (no alcohol). Cabins would be 
awesome. 

260 
 

There is a hiking guide at park entrance that sends vehicles to park at the Blackhawk horse 
trailer staging area??? Limited parking for trailers and, now area gets blocked by hikers. They 
have more parking options than we do. 

261 95065 
 

262 95076 This is a beautiful park. Please don't urbanize it. 
263 97133 I haven't been here in 32 years (when I was a scout) and unlike many old memories, Mt. 

Madonna is every bit as wonderful as it ever was in my mind.  Thank you. 
264 95020 

 

265 
  

266 93109 
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267 95076 
 

268 95020 
 

269 
 

The Rangers were nice. 
270 95020 

 

271 95023 
 

272 95020 Bathrooms w/showers for horse camping 
273 95020 

 

274 
 

What a pleasure to use a park and not get run over by a bike. 
275 95046 

 

276 95020 
 

277 95020 
 

278 95020 
 

279 95020 
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