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From my tractor seat




2"¢ Annual Harvest Festival

Saturday, October 1, 2016

10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
at

Martial Cottle Park

Celebrate the agricultural
heritage of Santa Clara Valley
and enjoy the harvest time with
friends and family.

Activities
* Cottle Cattle Corral
* Jacobs Farm Pumpkin Patch

¢ Master Gardeners’ Fall
Garden Market

* Tractor & Truck Displays
* Music

* Food Trucks

* Community Partners Expo

For more information, see page 17




Jacobs Farm




Jacobs Farm Stand
Hours

Monday—Friday
10:00 AM to 7:00 PM
Saturday—Sunday
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM

For current events and farm
information please visit:

www.jacobsfarmca.com

www.facebook.com/Jacobs

FarmCA
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Master Gardener Program



www.ucanr.org/sites/sccNEW/Master_Gardener
www.mastergardeners.org/scc.html
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Meet our Community Partner:



4h.ucanr.edu

UCCE Small Farm Program

* Demonstration-based classes and workshops
for beginning farmers on topics such as
business planning, marketing, food safety,
cottage food training, and other basic farming
workshops/in-field demonstrations.

Training and demonstration for beginning
farmers on farming practices, such as site
preparation, soil testing, land preparation,
planting, production, management, and
marketing of specialty crops.

In partnership with the UCCE Livestock and
Natural Resources Program, UCCE
Composting Education Program, and the
UCCE Urban Farming Program, some of the
proposed topics to be offered in the near future
include: small farm management; soil health
management; drip irrigation; stone fruit
production; berry fruit production; organic
farming; crop pest management; production of
alternative/specialty crops, such as
microgreens and mushrooms; pasture poultry;
ruminants and hogs; marketing; and value-
added products.

For further updates and details
of workshops to be offered please check future
issues of this newsletter and our website:

cesantaclara.ucanr.edu



cesantaclara.ucanr.edu
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Master Composters
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Meet our Community Partner:

Ongoing Programs

* Community Planting
Plant a tree near your street or
in your yard; become a
neighborhood planting
coordinator and see your
community transform!

ourcityforest.org/plant-trees

Lawn Busters

Convert your lawn into a
drought-tolerant dreamscape;
DIY with plants from our
Community Nursery OR Our
City Forest offers an all-in-one
package for qualified
homeowners.

ourcityforest.org/lawnbusters

Volunteer with us!
Weekly opportunities are
posted at:
ourcityforest.org/volunteer

Interested in helping us develop
our Martial Cottle Park site?
Please contact us at:

volunteer@ourcityforest.org



www.ourcityforest.org/plant-trees
www.ourcityforest.org/lawnbusters
www.ourcityforest.org/volunteer
www.ourcityforest.org
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A volunteer opportunity awaits you at Martial Cottle Park

There are many opportunities to volunteer at
Martial Cottle Park, depending on your interests,
skills, and availability. We are seeking volunteers
who care about Martial Cottle Park as much as
we do!

Visitor Center Docent

Staff the Visitor Center; answer questions;
provide park information; and interpret the
history of the family, the ranch and the artifacts in
the Visitor Center. Great if you like interacting
with people, sharing your knowledge, learning,
and being indoors!

Land Steward

Work on a team to care for the park landscaping
and help keep it beautiful! Work may include
weeding, deadheading roses, pruning grapevines,
pruning trees, and trimming bunch grass. Great if
you have experience or interest in caring for
landscaping and like being outdoors!

History Research

We are continually learning more about the
Cottles, Lesters, their ranch, and the context and
history of the Valley during the ranch’s operation.
Help with historical research projects. Great if
you are a fan of history, research, or the
Cottle/Lester family!

School Programs

Planning is underway for school programs to
begin in the 2016-2017 school year. There are
opportunities to participate in the planning and
piloting processes and to help lead the school
programs themselves. Great if you love working
with students, can improvise in a pinch, or have
a teaching background!

Trail Watch/Trail Count/Litter Pickup

Help keep a look out on the trails for various
activities; count pedestrians, bikers and dogs to
help park staff track our user trends; and pick up
litter along the way. Great if you want to get in a
walk or bike while volunteering!

Volunteering at Martial Cottle Park
comes with some great benefits:

* Learning a new skill or using one you’ve

already got

Sense of community and stewardship of
the park

New friends!

Enrichment field trips to places like Wilder
Ranch State Park and Joseph D. Grant
County Park

A uniform to wear on duty
Training

Better health — physical strength from trail
counts or weeding, mental strength from
sharing knowledge with visitors, and
emotional strength from connecting to
something bigger than yourself.

Photo by Diane Bacon

Continuedon 13
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Volunteer opportunities

Continued from page 12

Nest Box Monitor

Monitor the nest boxes for barn
owls, kestrels, blue birds, and
other activity as part of the
park’s natural resources
management program. Great if
you are an experienced birder!

Archives and Collections

The park has extensive work to
complete in order to process all
of the archives and collections
belonging to the Cottle/Lester
family. This will help us to
better understand and interpret
the history of the family and the
ranch. Processing the archives
and collections includes
scanning, photographing,
documenting, and properly
storing the artifacts. Great if
you are organized, detail-
oriented, and love working
with old objects.

Newsletter
Serve as a writer, editor, or
photographer for the

community-wide newsletter or a
revamped volunteer newsletter/
bulletin. Great if you love
writing, editing, or taking
photos!

Special Projects

Examples include Eagle Scout
projects, woodworking projects,
or one-time projects, such as tree
planting days. Do you have a
special skill or project that the
park could benefit from? Talk to
park staff to learn more about
how your project or skill may fit
in!

Special Events

Join us for special events at the
park, such as Harvest Festival.
Help with setting up and taking
down equipment, running an
activity/station, or guiding

visitors in the parking lots. Great

if you love festivals and
working with the public!

Pheta by Diarie Bacon
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Ifyou’d like to join the
volunteer team as a steward,
advocate or superfan of
Martial Cottle Park, please
email our Volunteer Park
Lead, David, at

David. Zittlow(@prk.sccgov.org.

He will arrange an interview
and park tour with you. Next
steps may include a volunteer
application, LiveScan
fingerprint background check,
training and uniform issuance.
If you have any questions, call
the Martial Cottle Park office
at (408) 535-4060.
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School Programs at Martial Cottle Park

Photo from the Martial Cottle Park Archives
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The Park Ranger Logs
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Cottle Ranch is rooted in history

By Dave Zittlow,
Park Volunteer Lead

When new settlers entered
Santa Clara Valley in the mid-
1800s, they were quoted as
saying the valley appeared as
one giant wheat field studded
by oak trees. Long before the
pink and white blossoms of
fruit trees blanketed the valley,
wheat and barley were grown
on the valley floor and cattle
grazed the hillsides. It was into
this environment that Edward
Cottle brought his family in
1854, after traveling from
Missouri with 600 head of
cattle, and settling along the
Coyote River south of San
José.

Within ten years Mr. Cottle
acquired 640 acres of Rancho
Santa Teresa from José
Joaquin Bernal. Edward Cottle
later deeded 350 acres to his
son Martial Cottle, for whom
the park is named. The 287.54
acre remainder of this property
is now Martial Cottle Park.

Access to water on the ranch
allowed the Cottles to compete
with surrounding ranchers.
Although many of these
ranchers soon switched from
grain and cattle to orchards, the
Cottles did not. Imagine wheat
waving in the fields and horses
pulling a McCormick reaper,
beef cattle grazing on the “Back
40” and being driven down
Cattle Run Trail to the corrals.
This was the way of life for
over a century on this ranch.

Prominent orchardist Henry
Lester married Martial Cottle’s
daughter Ethel in 1913. During
this era, prunes and other stone
fruit were the foundation of the
valley economy. At its peak,
thirty-nine canneries processed a
variety of fruit. Henry Lester
managed profitable orchards
elsewhere in the Valley of the
Heart’s Delight, including prunes
and pears directly across Snell
Road from the Cottle Ranch.
Ethel’s brother, Montimer, ran
the Cottle Ranch and continued
growing hay, beef cattle, and row
crops. Ethel and Henry’s son,
Walter, took over the ranch in
1943 at the age of eighteen.

Japanese tenant farmers lived on
the ranch and farmed row crops
from the 1910s until their
internment in 1942. The Cottles
and Lesters remained friends
with at least two of these families,
and corresponded with them
while they were interned.

Filipino farmworkers worked at
the ranch from before World War
IT until at least the 1960s. During
the war, the family grew sugar
beets and tomatoes as part of the
war effort. The tomatoes were
canned and sent to the troops.

After the war, Santa Clara
County saw more and more
development. For decades, Ethel
Lester watched as 60,000 acres of
neighboring orchards and ranches
were sold to developers. In the
1960s, she instilled in her
children her vision that their
ranch be kept in agricultural use
and education forever in the form
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Did you know?

After Pearl Harbor, the
need for sugar greatly
increased. Sugar was
needed for the production
of industrial alcohol,
which was used to
manufacture

munitions and

other war

materials.

In 1943, the U.S. Beet
Sugar Association declared
that every time a 16-inch
gun was fired, one fifth of
an acre of sugar beets went
up in smoke.

of a park to be enjoyed by all.
Walter Cottle Lester made his
mother’s wish come true when
he deeded the ranch to the
County of Santa Clara and
State of California in 2003 for
use as “a public historical park
that informs and educates the
public about the agricultural
heritage of the Santa Clara
Valley, as exemplified by the
Martial Cottle family.”

Martial Cottle Park is here
today because the
Cottle/Lester family wanted to
preserve the agricultural history
of Santa Clara Valley, while
simultaneously creating a space
for farming in the valley in the
future.
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A look back at
our first year

By Dave Zittlow,
Park Volunteer Lead,

Not many communities get to
experience the development
and opening of a new park, and
I had the privilege of watching
the park open from an inside
perspective as a volunteer.

As soon as I could, I began
volunteering, even when the
buildings weren’t open yet.
One of my first tasks was to
hang bulletin boards in the
park office building and label
the park’s new tools.

In the year and a half since
beginning to volunteer at
Martial Cottle Park, I have
witnessed volunteers bond over
pruning grapevines, I have seen
relief on visitors’ faces when
they realize this will be a park
forever, and I have seen a
community come together to
care for this park as their own.

When the park opened on May
15, 2015, volunteers could be
counted on one hand and, as
you might expect, we faced the
growing pains associated with
establishing a new park.
Today, we have thirty-six
regular volunteers involved in
all aspects of park operations,
including staffing the Visitor
Center, maintaining the
landscape, monitoring the
trails, patrolling for litter,
processing collections, doing
historical research, and
assisting with school programs.

As the volunteer team grew, a
team of nine volunteers
developed a newsletter for
volunteer communication. The
publication was so successful
that The Cottle Almanac is now a
park-wide newsletter (being read

by you!)

When the park opened last year,
the Visitor Center looked bare,
with only interpretive signs and
a few displays, and it was only
open two days a week. Today, it
is open five days a week and has
a multitude of historic items that
belonged to the Cottle/Lester
family that help us tell their
story.

As many neighbors have
observed over the past few years,
the Cottle Ranch now has new
drought-tolerant, low-water
landscaping. In the past six
months, the Land Steward
Volunteer Team has twice
deadheaded the park’s 135 rose
bushes; has hard-pruned,

Photo by Diane Bacon
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trimmed, and tied its 140
grape vines; and has pruned
and thinned the 102 pepper
trees. Weeding is an ongoing
activity, as we try to keep the
lawns and wood-chipped areas
clean.

At this time last year we were
not charging fees and could
not take reservations as the
newly planted lawns were not
yet established and
surrounded by orange mesh
fencing. Now picnic areas are
nearly booked for the summer
and fall, park attendance is
picking up and the lawns are
regularly used for family
outings.

Jacobs Farm has increased its
planted acreage since coming
on board in March 2015 and
improved their Farm Stand.
Master Gardeners have been
developing paths, plantings
and raised beds in their parcel.
Eighteen sheep mowed down
the grasses in the 4-H parcel
and Our City Forest has
demonstration trees growing
in theirs.

While it appears from the
above that we have made
great progress in the past
twelve months, we know there
is much more work to be
done. I invite you to
participate in the development
of Martial Cottle Park, by
watching it grow, barbequing
at the park with your family,
attending Harvest Festival, or
joining our team of dedicated
volunteers.
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