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County of Santa Clara
County Lighting Service Area Assessment FY 2018-19

SECTION I
INTRODUCTION

SECTION I

INTRODUCTION
ASSESSMENT REPORT

SANTA CLARA COUNTY LIGHTING SERVICE AREA ASSESSMENT

FISCAL YEAR 2OI8-I9

B ackgrou n d In forma ti on
The street lighting Ímprovements that are located within the unincorporated areas of Santa
Clara County have been installed to serve the parcels that are located within the County
Lighting Service Area. After installation of the street lights, the property owners have been
charged for the ongoing operation and maintenance costs associated with those street lights. In
past years (FY 1998-99 and prior), the assessment had been composed of a base assessment
amount and an ad-valorem assessment amount. The Authority to ler,y this assessment was
approved by the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors through the adoption of Chapter 5,

of Division A'I4, of the County of Santa Clara Ordinance Code.

On November 5, 1996, California voters approved Proposition 218, entitled 'Right to Vote On
Taxes Act", which added Articles XIIIC and XIIID to the California Constitution. Although its
title refers only to taxes, Proposition 218 established new procedural requirements for the
formation and administration of assessment districts.

Due to the passage of Proposition 218, the said ordinance was modified in 1999 to ensure that
future assessments will be levied on parcels based upon the special benefit they receive. The
revised ordinance requires the preparacion of an Assessment Report each subsequent fiscal year
Ín which assessments are proposed to be levied.

In order to comply with the requirements of Proposition 218, the County of Santa Clara Board of
Supervisors implemented the following procedures:

l) The Board of Supervisors held a Public Meeting on March 28, 2000 to accept the
Preliminary Assessment Report, and held a Public Meeting on April 18, 2000 to call for
the electíon and set the Public Hearing forJune 27,2000.

2) In May of 2000, every property owner subject to the assessment received a ballot in the
mail allowing the property owner to vote on whether to ratÍfy the County Lighting
Service Area Assessment. This ratification also included an allowance for future
increases in the annual assessment based upon the prior year's change in the Consumer
Price Index (CPI) - Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers for the San

Francisco/Oakland/SanJose area not to exceed 3o/o. A public notice describing the total
assessment, the individual property owner's assessment, the reason for the assessment,

and the general basÍs upon which the assessment is calculated accompanied the ballots.

N:\SCR6qA\FYl8-19\EngRpt\PER\scraI8l9 PER (03-29-18).doc I FrancÍsco & Associates, Inc.



County of Santa Clara SECTION I
TNTRODUCTIONCounty Lighting Seruice Area Assessment FY 2018-19

3) The ballots that were returned during the period 45 days after mailing and before the
close of the public input portion of the public hearing were tabulated to deterrnine
whether a majority protest against the assessment existed. The ballots were weighted by
the proportÍonal assessment amount. In other words, ballots cast by propefty owners
wÍth higher assessments counted more than ballots cast by property owners wÍth lower
assessments.

4) Publicly owned properties (generally those which are developed similar to
commercialÄndustrial use, as opposed to open space) are now assessed.

5) At theJune 27th Public Hearing, ballots were tabulated for each Benefit Zone and it was
found that the property owners returning ballots in favor of the assessment represented
more than 50% (weighted by assessment amount) in twelve (12) of the thirteen (13)

Benefit Zones. The assessments were approved for ler,y in the twelve (12) approved
Benefit Zones (Zones I and 3 through 13) for Fiscal Year 2000-01 and following. The
assessments for Benefit Zone 2 were not approved and were not levied in FY 2000-01,

and will not be levied in future years.

6) At the conclusíon of the Public Hearing, the Board of Supervisors adopted a resolution,
accepting the certification of the ballot results and confirming the levy of assessments in
each of the twelve (12) approved Benefit Zones for FY 2000-01. Following the adoption
of this resolution, the final Assessor's roll was prepared and filed with the County Tax
Collector's office to be included on the FY 2000-01 tax roll.

In subsequent years the annual assessment levies will not need to have property owner approval
un-less the assessments are under consideration to be increased. Assessments are not considered
increased if they comply with a propeily owner approved formula that has an annual escalator

or maximum assessment cap.

Current Annua| Administration
County Ordinance Code Section AL4-33 specifies that each fÍscal year the Governing Board of
the Santa Clara County Lighcing Service Area will require staff to prepare an Assessment

Report, which shall contain a descrÍption of each parcel of real property receiving street lighting
service from the County Lighting Service Area Assessment, and the amount of assessment for
each parcel in accordance with the assessment methodology referred to in the Assessment

Report. The Assessment Report shall be submitted to the Governing Board of the Santa Clara
County Lighting Service Area on or before May 15th of each year and filed with the Cierk of the
Board of Supervisors. A PublÍc Hearing will be set by the Clerk of the Board as provided in
Section 6066 of the California Government Code. At the Public Hearing the Governing Board of
the Santa Clara County LÍghting Service Area will hear testimony from the public regarding the
assessment ler,y. At the conclusion of the Public Hearing, the Governing Board of the Santa

Clara County Lighting Service Area may adopt, revise, change, reduce or modify any assessment

and shall make its determination upon each assessment as described in the Assessment Report
and may adopt a resolution authorizing the levy of assessments for the ensuing fiscal year.
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County of Santa Clara
County Lighting Seruice Area Assessment FY 2018-19

SECTION I
INTRODUCTION

For Fiscal Year 20lB-19, this Assessment Report has been prepared to provide the following
information:

Ð A detailed listing of the improvements to be operated and maintained;
2) A boundary diagram indicating the properties that receive a special and direct

benefit from the improvements (on file with the Planning, Land Development and
Suwey Unit in the County of Santa Clara Roads and Airporrs Department and
posted on the web at w"ww.countyroads.org);

3) A detailed budget for the operation and maintenance of the improvements;
4) The method for spreading the operation and maintenance costs of the

improvements to the benefiting properties;
5) A listing of the individual assessments by Assessor Parcel Number.

The Governing Board of the Santa Clara County Lighting Service Area will hold a Public
Hearing onJune 5, 2018 to provide an oppoûunity for any interested person to be heard. At the
conclusion of the Public Hearing, the Governing Board of the Santa Clara County Lighting
Service Area may adopt a resolution confirming the levy of assessments as originally proposed or
as modified. Following the adoption of this resolution, the Final Assessor's Roll will be prepared
and filed with the County Tax Collector's Office, to be included on the Fiscal Year 2018-19 tax
roll.

Pa)¡ment of the assessment for each parcei wiil be made in the same manner and at the same time
as payments are made for property taxes. All funds collected through the County Lighting
Service Area Assessment must be placed in a special fund and can only be used for the purposes
stated within this Assessment Reporc.
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County of Santa Clara SECTION II
REPORTCounry Lighting Seruice Area Assessment FY 2018-19

SECTION II

ASSESSMENT REPORT PREPARED PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS
CHAPTER 5, OF DIVISION A.I4,OF THE

COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA ORDINANCE CODE

SANTA CLARA COUNTY LIGHTING SERVICE AREA ASSESSMENT

FISCAL YEAR 2OI8-I9

Pursuant to Chapter 5, of Division A-14, of the County of Santa Clara Ordinance Code, the
County Board of Supervisors on May B, 20i8 received the Preliminary Assessment Report in
connection with the proceedings for:

COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA
COUNTY LIGHTING SERVICE AREA ASSESSMENT

Hereinafter referred to as the County Lighting ServÍce Area Assessment", I, Eduardo R.

Espinoza, the duly appointed ENGINEER OF WORK, submit herewith the Report' consisting
of five (5) parts as follows:

PART A: PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS

This part describes the improvements that will be operated and maintained within the County
Lighting Service Area Assessment. Plans and specifications for the operation and maintenance of
the improvements are as set forth on the lists thereof, attached hereto, and are on file in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board for the County of Santa Clara, and are incorporated herein by
reference.

PART B: ESTIMATE OF COST

This part contains an estimate of the operationâl and maintenance costs of the proposed
improvements, including incidental costs and expenses in connection therewith, and it is set

forth on the lists thereof, attached hereto, and is on file in the Office of the Clerk of the Board for
the County of Santa Clara.

PART C: COUNTY LIGHTING SERVICE AREA ASSESSMENT DIAGRAM

This part incorporates, by reference, a Diagram of the County Lighting Service Area Assessment.

The diagram shows the exterior boundaries of the County Lighting Service Area Assessment,
the boundaries of any zones within the County Lighting Service Area Assessment, and the lines
and dimensions of each lot or parcel of land within the County Lighting Service Area
Assessment. Thís Diagram has been prepared by the County of Santa Clara Roads and Airports
Department and is on file in the Planning, Land Development and Survey Unit of the County of
Santa Clara Roads and Airports Department. The Diagram is incorporated ín this Assessment

NìSCR{qA\FYì8-19\EngRpt\PER\scral8l9-PER(03-29-18).doc 4 Francisco & Associates, Inc.



County of Santa Clara
County Lighting SeruÍce Area Assessment FY 2018-19

SECTION IT

REPORT

Report by reference. The lines and dimensions of each iot or parcel within the County Lighting
Service Area Assessment are those lines and dimensions shown on the maps of the Assessor of
the County of Santa Clara for the year when this Assessment Report was prepared. The
Assessor's maps and records are incorporated by reference herein and made part of this
Assessment Report.

PART D: METHOD OF APPORTIONMENT OF ASSESSMENT

This part describes the method of apportionment of the assessment, based upon parcel
classification of land withín the County Lighting ServÍce Area Assessment, in propoftion to the
estimated benefits to be received.

PART E: PROPERTY OWNER LIST aNd ASSESSMENT ROLL

This part contains a list of the County of Santa Clara Assessor's parcel numbers, and the net
amount to be assessed upon benefited lands within the County Lighting Service Area
Assessment for FY 2018-19. The Assessment Roll is filed in the Office of the Clerk of the Board
for the County of Santa Clara and is incorporated in this Assessment Report by reference as

Appendix "4". The list is keyed to the records of the Assessor of the County of Santa Clara,

which are incorporated herein by reference.
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County of Santa Clara
County Lighting Seruice Area Assessment FY 2018-19

SECTION II
PART A

PART A

PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS

The facilities, which have been constructed within the Santa Clara County Lighting Sewice
Area Assessment boundaries, and those which may be subsequently constructed, will be
operated, maintained and serviced as generally described as follows:

DESCRIPTION OF SERVICES
COUNTY OF SANTA CTARA

COUNTY LIGHTING SERVICE AREA ASSESSMENT
FISCAL YEAR 2OI8-I9

The following improvements are proposed to be operated, maintained, and serviced in the Santa
Clara County Lighting Service Area Assessment for Fiscal Year 2018-19:

The instøllation, mdintendnce and senticing of public street lighting t'acilities located within

the public right-ot'-way within tlrc County LightingSertice Area Assessment.

The street lighting system includes, but is not limited to, poles, fixtures, bulbs, conduits, guys,

anchors, posts, pedestals, metering devices and any other appurtenant improvements needed to
provide street lighting within the boundaries of the County Lighting Service Area Assessment.

Maintenance means the furnishing of services and materials for the ordinary and usual
operations, maintenance and servicing of street lighting and appurtenant facilities, including
repair, removal or replacement of all or part of any street lighting, or appurtenant facilities.
Servicing means the maintenance of any street lighting facilities or appuftenant facilities
including personnel costs and the furnishing of electric current or energy, gas or other
illuminating agent for the street lighting, or appurtenant facilities.

The plans and specifications for the operation and maintenance of the improvements are on file
in the Office of the Clerk of the Board for the County of Santa Clara.
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County of Santa Clara
County Lighting Service Area Assessment tY 2018-19

SECTTON II
PART B

PART B

ESTIMATE OF COST

The total cost of installation, construction, operation, maintenance and servicing of street
lighting can be recovered by the County Lighting Service Area Assessment. Maintenance can
include the repair and replacement of existing facilities. Servicing can include electrical and
associated costs from a public utility. Incidental expenses, including administration of the
County Lighting Service Area Assessment, engineering fees, legal fees, printing, posting, and
maÍling of notices, and all other costs associated with the annual collection process can also be
included.

The operation, maintenance and servicing costs for Fiscal Year 2018-19 are summanzed below.
These cost estimates were provided by the County of Santa Clara Roads and Airports
Department.

Table I
County Lighting Service Area

Ft 2018-19 Budset

ProjectedBalance as ofJune 30, 2018 (including reserve)

Estimated FY 2018-19 Assessments*

$56¿875

$287,862

E stimated Iaterest E amings $4,000
Subtotal

Estimated Oper ating ExÞ enses

$85e,737

PGôgE Charses (Electricityforall Liqhts and $ 220,000

Maintenance for all PG6gE Or¡ned Lights)

Maintenance of C-ounty-ovrred St¡eet Lights $30,m0
Land Derelopment Senices

Professional C-onsultÍng Services

$s,m0
$60,0m

Intra-counry Professional Senices (Data Frocessing, $5,000
Legal, Tax C-ollection, Printing, etc.)

Subtotal $320.000

Proiected Balance as of Tune 30, 2019 $53e.737

The total estimated FY 2018-19 expenses for the CLSA are approximately $320,000 for 1,222

resídential lights and 66 commercial lights. The projected fund balance as of June 30,2018 is
estimated to be $567,875. Because the CLSA receives the FY 2018-19 assessments revenue in late
December 2018 and late April 2019, the CLSA needs to ensure it has at least 50% operating
reserves to cover the period from July l, 2018 through December 31, 2018. For FY 2018-19 the
operating reserves needed for this six-month period are estimated to be $160,000. In addition to
the operating reserve, there is an administrative policy to maintain a capital reserve equal to
50o/o of the capital replacement costs of the County-owned lights to provide for eventual
replacement of aging street light infrastructure. The remaining fund balance provides for this
capital reserve.

N:\SCR6aA\FYl8-t9\EngRpt\PER\scral8l9-PER (03-2918).doc 7 Francisco & Associates, Inc.



County of Santa Clara SECTION II
PART BCounty Lighting Seruice Area Assessment FY 2018-19

Because the Counry Lighting Servíce Area consists of non-contÍguous unincorporated areas of
the county and because there are variations in the lighting levels throughout these

unincorporated areas, the affected property owners requested that the County establish Benefit
Zones so that property owners in areas that support street lighting wíll continue to have the
opportunity to keep their street lightÍng. Therefore, thirteen (13) Benefit Zones were created
and twelve (t2) BenefÍt Zones were approved. Benefit Zone2 was not approved and the street
lights within that area are not operated and maintained by the County of Santa Clara Roads and
Airports Department.

In addition, all of the parcels located within Benefit Zonel2 have been annexed into the City of
San Jose as of FY 20l0-ll. Therefore, all fucure annual operation and maintenance costs for the
street lights located within Benefit Zone No. 12 are the responsibility of the City of SanJose and
these parcels are no longer assessed.

The following table summarizes the assessments by Benefit Zone:

Table 2
County Ughting Service Area

Total FY 2018-19 Assessments by Benefit Zone

Benefít Zone
Iævel I

Lighting
l-evel 2

Lighting
Iævel 3

Lighting
Total Annual
Assessments

Benefit Zone No. l $5,217.16 $3,345.92 $ 0.00 $ 8,563.08

Benefit Zone No. 2

Benefit Zone No. 3

$0.00

$200s.36

$0.00

$ 5,831.10

$o.oo

$ o.oo

$0.00

$12,836.46

Benefit Zone No. 4 $ I0,001.86 $ 20,5 83.70 $ 0.00 $ 30,s85.56

Benefit Zone No. 5 $ 2,07t.16 $4,364.36 $0.00 $ 6,435.s2

Benefit Zone No. 6 $ 3,680.28 $ 8,379.16 $0.00 $ 12,05 e.44

Benefit Zone No. 7

Benefit Zone No. I
Benefit Zone No. 9

Benefit Zone No. t0
Benefit Zone No. 1l

$ 3,s67.r9

$29,3s7.94

$ 3,710.87

$ 6,5 82.13

$ló,957.R

$ 11,227.95

$74,3æ.32

$2603.e3

$ 9,386.63

$2r,M6.94

$ o.oo

$ o.oo

$ 0.00

$0.00

$ 28,65 9.15

$t4,795.r4

$r03,72226

$ ll,3l4.80

$ 15,968.7ó

$ 66,663.82

Benefit Zone No. 12 $0.00 $0.00 $ o.oo $o.oo

Benefit Zone No. 13 $416.2e $ r,338.86 $3,132.43 $4,er258
Total $88,s97.97 $t67.47L87 $31,791.58 $287,86242

A specíal fund has been set up for the revenues and expenditures for each Benefit Zone within
the County Lighting Service Area Assessment. Funds raised by the assessment shall be used only
for the purpose as stated within this report. Any balance remaining on July I must be carried
over to the next fiscal year unless the funds are being accumulated for future operation and
maintenance reserves.
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County of Santa Clara
County Lighting Service Area Assessment tY 2018-19

SECTION II
PART C

PART C

COUNTY LIGHTING SERVICE AREA ASSESSMENT DIAGRAM

The County Lighting Service Area Assessment Diagram showing the exterior boundaries and
special Benefit Zones of the County Lighting Service Area Assessment is on file with the Clerk
of the Board for the County of Santa Clara and at the office of the Roads and Airports
Department. The parcels of land which have been determined to be within the boundaries of the
County Lighting Service Area Assessment are those parcels shown on the assessment roll for the
County LÍghting ServÍce Area Assessment. The lines and dimensions of each lot or parcel of land
within the County Lighting Sewice Area Assessment are those lines and dimensions shown on
the maps of the Assessor of the County of Santa Clara that support the secured tax roll for Fiscal
Year 2018-19. The Assessor's parcel maps and records are incorporated by reference herein and
made part of this Assessment Report.

N:\SCRdqA\FYl8l9\EngRpt\PER\scraI8t9-PER (03-29-18).doc 9 Francisco & AssocÍates, Inc.



County of Santa Clara
County Lighting Service Area Assessment FY 2018-19

SECTION II
PART D

PART D

METHOD OF APPORTIONMET.{T OF ASSESSMENT

GENERAL

Chapter 5, of Division A'14, of the County of Santa Clara OrdÍnance Code, permits the
establishment of assessment districts for the purpose of providing certain public services, which
include the construction, operation, maintenance and servicing of street lighting improvements.

Chapter 5, of Division A-I4, of the County Ordinance Code, requires that the assessments must
be levied in accordance with special benefit. In addition, Article XIIID, Section 4(a) of the
California Constitution limits the amount of any assessment to the proportíonal special benefit
conferred on the propeûy. Because assessments are levied on the basis of benefit, they are not
considered to be a tax governed by Article XIIIA of the California Constitution.

Chapter 5, of Division A-I4, of the County Ordinance Code permits the designation of special
Benefit Zones wÍthin any individual assessment distrÍct Íf by reasons or variations in the nature,
location, and extent of the improvements, the various areas will receive differing degrees of
benefit from the improvements".

Article XIIID provides that publÍcly owned properties must be assessed unless there is clear and

convincing evidence that those properties receÍve no special benefit from the assessment.

Exempted from the assessment would be the areas of public streets, public avenues, public
lanes, public roads, public drives, public courts, public alleys, public easements and rights-of-
rvay, public greenbelts and public parkrvays, and that portion of public property that is not
developed and used for business purposes similar to private commercial, industrial and
institutional activities.

STREET LIGIITING BENEFIT DETERMINATION

The proper functioning of street lighting throughout each BenefitZoneprovides special benefits
to each property rvithin their respective Benefit Zone. There are no general benefits associated

with the street lighting improvements - only special benefits to the properties within each

respective Benefit Zone. These special benefits include enhanced lighting for pedestrian and
vehicular access to and from the propeúies within each Benefit Zone.In addition, the proper
operation, maintenance, and servicing of a street lighting system benefits properties by
providing additional security, and reducÍng the possibility of vandalism to property durÍng
nighttime hours.

N:\SCR6sA\FYl8-19\EngRpAPER\scral8l9,PER (0j-29-18).doc 10 Francisco & AssocÍates, Inc.



County of Santa Clara
County LÍghting Seruice Area Assessment tY 2018-19

SECTION II
PART D

COUNTY LIGHTING SERVICE AREA ASSESSMENT BOUNDARY

The County Lighting Sen'ice Area Assessment includes parcels of land wichin the
unincorporated limits of Santa Clara County that benefit from street lights located along public
streets. The County Lighting Service Area Assessment boundaries, including the individual
Benefit Zones, ís on file with the Clerk of the Board for the County of Santa Clara and at the
office of the Roads and Airports Department. The County of Santa Clara Assessor's Parcel
Numbers, for the current fiscal year, on the attached Assessment Roll in Appendix "4",
identifies all included parcels. A detailed description of lines and dimensions for various Ìots or
parcels within the County Lighting Service Area Assessment are incorporated by reference to
the Assessor's parcel maps on file at the County of Santa Clara Assessor's Office.

LEVELS OF SERVTCE

Because there are varying degrees of existing sueet lighting within each Benefit Zone, three (3)
separate and distÍnct Levels of Service have been created. Level of Service No. I includes all
parcels that receive special benefit from intersection and cul-de-sac street lighting only. Level of
Service No. 2 includes all parcels that receive special benefit from intersection, cul-de-sac and
mid-block (street light spaced approximately 300 to 500 ft. apart along a street) street lighting.
Level of Service No. 3 includes all parcels that receive speciaì benefit from intersection, cul-de-
sac, mid-block and mid-mid block (street light spaced less than 300 ft. apart along a street) street
lighting. Based upon these three (3) Levels of Service, we have identified the number of street
lights associated with each Level of Service for each Benefit Zone as shown below:

Table 3

County Lighting Service Area
Number of Street Liqhts Þer Benefit Zone

Benefit Zone

No. of t-evel I Lights

( Inter. & Cul-de-sæ Only)

No. of t-evel 2 Lights

(Mid Blæk only)

No. of t¡vel 3 Lights

(Mid-MidBlock only)

Total No.
of Lights

Residential Commercial Residential Commercial Residential Commercial
Benefit Zone No. 1 20 0 t3 0 0 0 )J

Benefic Zone No. 2

Benefit Zone No. 3

Benefit Zone No. 4

0

17

25

0

I
)

0

37

I0t

0

2

2

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

57

I3t

Benefit Zone No. 5 l3 I 46 8 0 0 68

Benefit Zone No. 6

Benefir Zone No. 7

il
t4

2

I
tz

s4
3

0

0

0

0

0

48

69

Benefit Zone No. 8 102 I 339 I 0 0 451

Benefit Zone No. 9

Benefit Zone No. 10

t7
2l

I
0

53

4r

0

0

0

0

0

0

v
62

Benefit Zone No. ll 64 6 tz I 170 ) 276

Benefit Zone No. 12

Benefit Zone No. 13

0

0

0

4

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

l8
0

22

Total 304 20 748 75 t70 A 1,288

N:\SCR6sA\FYIS-19\FngRpt\PER\scral8l9 PER (03-29-18).doc lI Francisco & Associates, Inc.



County of Santa Clara
County Lighting ServÍce Area Assessment FY 2018=19

SECTION II
PART D

ASSESSMENT METHODO LOGY/BENEFIT NEXUS

To establish the special benefit to the individual parcels based upon thefu varying land use,

parcel size and degree of street light illumination, a Benefit Unlt (BU) system was established.
The Benefit Unit system is comprised of two (2) components; Equivalent Dwelling Units and
Benefit Factors. Once these two (2) components for each parcel have been determined, the
Benefit Units for each parcel can be calculated as described below.

Equivalent Dwelling Units

The Equivalent Dwelling Unit (EDU) factor portion of the benefit assessment spread
methodology takes into consÍderation the type of use of the parcel and the size of the parcel.
Each parcel has its current land use identified under the current listing of GeneraÌized Land Use

Codes prepared by the County of Santa Clara Assessor's office at the time this Assessment

Report was prepared. Please refer to Appendix "8" for a listing of the Generalized Land Use

Codes and their associated Equivalent Dwelling Unit calculation.

The single-family residential parcel has been selected as the basic unit for the calculation of
assessment since it represents approximately 90o/o of the parcels within the County LightÍng
Service Area Assessment. Therefore, the single-famÍly residential parcel is defined as one

Equivalent Dweìling IInit (EDIJ). The methodology used to assign EDUs to the other parcels
with different land uses is in proporrion to the benefit they receive relative to the single-family
residential parcel and is summarized below.

Sinsle-Familv Parcels
Since the single-family residential parcel represents approximately 90flo of the total parcels
within the County Lighting Service Area Assessment, it is used as the basic unit and is defined as

1.00 EDU. Single-family residential parcels are defined as parcels that have a generalized land use

classification as single-family residential with the County of Santa Clara Assessor's Office and are

located within the boundaries of thc County Lighting Scrvicc Arca Âsscssmcnt.

Condominium Parcels
Condominium parcels are allocated 0.75 EDUs per parcel due to the reduced population density
per parcel and the reduced size of structure relative to the typical single-family residence.

Condominium parcels are defined as parcels that have a land use classification as condominium
or townhouse with the County of Santa Clara Assessor's Office, and are located within the
boundaries of the County Lighting Service Area Assessment.

Multi-Familv Parcels
Multi'family residential parcels are allocated 0.50 EDUs per unit due to the reduced population
density per multi-family unit and the reduced size of structure relative to the typical single-
family residence. Multi-family parcels are defined as parcels that have a land use classification as

multi-family, which includes duplexes, triplexes, apartments, and co'ops with the County of
Santa Clara Assessor's Office and are located within the boundaries of the County Lighting
Service Area Assessment.
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County of Santa Clara
County Lighting Service Area Assessment FY 2018-19

Commercial, Industrial, Institutional and Non-Manufacturing and Maaafactunng ?arcelê
To convert a non-residential propefty to EDUs, it is necessary to eguate the single-family
residential parcels to the non-residential parcels. The average number of single-family
residential parcels per acre within the boundaries of the County Lighting Sen'ice Area
Assessment are estimated to be six (6) single-family residential parcels per acre. Therefore, in
order to equate non-residential property to that of a single-family resÍdential parcel, ail
commercial, industrial, institutional and manufactudng parcels will be assessed 6.00 EDUs per
acre with a minimum of 1.00 EDU per parcel.

Public and Quasi Public Parcels
Public property that is developed and used for business purposes similar to private commercial,
industrial, institutional and manufacturing activities will be assessed at the same rate as

commercial, industrial, institutional or manufacturing parcels. This rate is 6.00 EDUs per acre.

Undeveloped Parcels
All undeveloped properties are those parcels that have no improvements constructed thereon and
have a land use classification as vacant with the County of Santa Clara Assessor's Office or
agricultural parcels without a residential structure and located within the boundaries of the
County Lighting Service Area Assessment. Vacant land wiìl be assessed at 0.50 EDUs per parcel.
Vacant propefties receive a reduced benefit from street lighting because they generate less

pedestrian and vehicular traffic, however they stÍll benefit from having existing street lighting in
place in the event they were to develop.

Special Cases
Three (3) non-resÍdential areas had their assessments reduced to reflect their special benefit.
Their assessments have been calculated by charging them for the actual number of street lights
adjacent to their property.

Exempt Parcels
Exempted from the assessment would be public streets, public avenues, public lanes, public
roads, public drives, public courts, public a1leys, public easements and rights-oÞway, public
greenbelts and public parkways, and that portion of public propefty that is not developed and
not used for business purposes similar to private commercial, industrial, and institutional
activities. In addition, public property used for transportation, communications, utilities,
agricultural, and open land that is not developed or used for business purposes similar to private
commercial are also exempt.

BENEFIT FACTORS

The degree of illumination and wattage of the luminary for street lights near non-residential
parcels is greater than for street lights located near residential parcels. Since the benefit of street
lighting varies wlth the type of use of the parcel (e.g. residential vs. non-residential), a Benefit
Factor has been designated for the residential parcels and another for non-residential parcels.
Based upon the costs to operate and maintain the residential and non-residential street lights, it
appears that the non-residential street light costs are twice that of residential street lights.
Therefore, we recommend that the following Benefit Factors be used for residential and non-
residential parcels:

SECTION II
PART D
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SECTION II
PART D

a Residential Benefit Factor: 1.00

a Non-ResÍdential Benefit Factor 2.00

Calculation of Benefit Units

To calculate Benefit Units, the Equivalent Dwelling Units assigned to each parcel are multiplied
by the Benefit Factor for its specific land use to determine the total number of Benefit Units for
each parcel as shown below:

EDUs x Benefit Factor = Benefit Units

For each Benefit Zone we have summañzed the number of Benefit Units associated with each

Level of Service wÍthin that Benefit Zone as shown below.

Table 4

County Lighting Service Area

Total Benefit Units per Benefit Zone

Benefit Zone IevelNo. l-BUs l-evelNo.2-BUs levelNo.3-BUs

Benefit Zone No. I
Benefit Zone No. 2

379.n

0.00

il7.65
0.m

0.00

0.00

Benefit Zone No. 3

Benefit Zone No. 4

218.58

844.75

t26.98

805.62

0.00

0.00

Benefit Zone No. 5

Benefit Zone No. 6

182.00

380.19

t82.00

380.18

0.00

0.00

llenefrt Zone No, /
Benefit Zone No. 8

Benefit Zone No. 9

Benefit Zone No. l0

256.4s

3,486.69

414.62

619.20

203.00

3,408.08

4r4.38

419.0s

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

Benefit Zone No. ll r,647.98 r,6t5.27 r,549.r4

Benefit Zone No. 12 0.m 0.m 0.00

Benefit Zone No. 13

Total
603.09

9,033.27

603.09

8,T75.30

603.55

\rsz6e
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County of Santa Clara
County Lighting Seruice Area Assessment FY 2018-19

MAXIMUM ASSESSMENT RATE CALCULATION

The maximum assessment rate per BU may be increased each fiscal year based on the prior
year's change in the Consumer Price Index (CPI) - Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers
for the San Francisco/Oakland/SanJose area. In accordance with the voter approved ballot, the
annual maximum rate increase is limited to the CPI, not to exceed three percent (3o/o).

In some past years, the Governing Board has determined that there was sufficient revenue to
meet the estimated budget expenses and maintain adequate reserves without increasing the
rates. Although the rates were not increased, the basis for the maximum allowed rates

continued to increase. Last year's increase in CPI was 3.08o/o as calculated from December 31,

2016, through December 3I, 2017. Therefore, the maximum rate can be increased by 3.00o/o from
the previous fiscal year's maximum assessment rates as shown in the FY 2018-19 maximum rates

indicated in Table 5 below.

Table 5

County Lighting Service Area

Maximum FY æ18-19 Assessment Rates Per Benefit Zone

Benefit Zone

I¡vel No. I
Assessment

Rate per BU

I¡vel No. 2
Assessment

Rate per BU

I-evel No. 3

Assessment

Rate per BU

Benefit Zone No. I
Benefit Zone No. 2

$ 14.99

NiA
$46.02

N/A
N/A
N/A

Benefit Zone No. 3 $34.e7 $ 85.06 N/A
Benefit Zone No. 4

Benefit Zone No. 5

$12.92

$12.42

$40.80

$ 38.57

N/A
N/A

Benefit Zone No. 6

Benefit Zone No. 7

$ 10.5 6

$ ls.17
$ 34.60

975.52

N/A
N/A

Benefit Zone No. 8

Benefit Zone No. 9

$ 9.19

$9.77

$ 32.9e

$2e.78

N/A
N/A

Benefit Zone No. l0 $ 11.60 $ 36.03 N/A
Benefit Zone No. tl $11.23 $25.44 $45.62

BenefitZone No. 12 N/A N/A N/A
Benefit Zone No. 13 $ 0.8r $ 3.23 $ 8.8e

BenefÍt Zone No. 13 consists of developed non-residential parcels which are assessed based upon
each parcels street frontage.

2OI8-I9 ASSESSMENT

The total budget for each Level of Service within each BenefitZone ís first calculated (see Table
No. 2). Then the total number of Benefit Units for each Level of Service within each BenefitZone
is calculated (see Table No. 4). The budget for each Level of Service for each Benefit Zone is then
divided by the total number of BUs for that Level of Service within that Benefit Zone to come up
with an assessment rate per BU for each Level of Service within a Benefit Zone.

SECTION II
PART D
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County of Santa Clara SECTION TI

PART DCounty Lighting Seruice Area Assessment FY 2018-19

For FY 20tB-19 the proposed assessment rates will be increased 3.00o/o from the previous fiscal
year's assessment rates for each Level of Service within all Benefit Zones. The FY 2018-19

assessment rates for each Level of Service within each Benefit Zone is shown in the following
Table 6.

Table 6

County Lighting Service Area
FY 2018-19 Assessment Rates Per Benefit Zone

Benefit Zone
I¡vel No. I
Assessment

Rate per BU

I-evel No. 2
Assessment

Rate per BU

kvel No. 3
Assessment

Rate per BU

Benefit Zone No. I
Benefit Zone No. 2

$r3.74

N/A
$ 42.r 8

N/A
N/A
N/A

Benefit Zone No. 3 $ 32.0s $77.e7 N/A
Benefit Zone No. 4 $ 1r.84 $37.3e N/A
Benefit Zone No. 5 $11.38 $ 35.36 N/A
Benefit Zone No. 6

Benefit Zone No. 7

Benefit Zone No. I
Benefit Zone No. 9

Benefit Zone No. l0

$ e.68

$ 13.91

$8.42

$ 8.e5

$ 10.63

$3r.72

$69.22

$30.24

$ 27.30

$ 33.03

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

Benefit Zone No. ll $ r0.29 $23.32 $4I.82

Benefit Zone No. 12 N/A N/A N/A
Benefit Zone No. 13 $0.74 $ 2.e6 $ Ll5
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SECTION II
PART E

PART E

PROPERTY OWNER LIST AND ASSESSMENT ROLL

A list of names and addresses of the owners of all parcels within the County Lighting Service
Area Assessment is shown on the last equalized Property Tax Roll of the Assessor of the County
of Santa Clara, which by reference is made a part of this report. This list is keyed to the
Assessor's Parcel Numbers as shown on the Assessment Roll on file in the Office of the Clerk of
the Board for the County of Santa Clara.

The proposed Assessments for Fiscal Year 2018-19 apportioned to each lot or parcel, as shown
on the latest roll at the Assessor's Office, are on file in the Office of the Clerk of the Board for the
County of Santa Clara. The descriptÍon of each lot or parcel is part of the records of the Assessor
of the County of Santa Clara and these records are, by reference, made a part of this Report.

The total proposed assessment for FY 20tB-19 is approxÍmately $287,862.
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County of Santa Clara
County Lighting SeruÍce Area Assessment FY 2018-19 APPENDIX A

APPENDIX "A-

FY 2OI8-I9 ASSESSMENT ROLL

(ASSESSMENT ROLL IS ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE
CLERK OF THE BOARD OF THE COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA)

NìSCR{qA\FYls-19\EngRpt\PER\scral8I9-PER(03-29-18).doc A-l Francisco & Associates, Inc.



County of Santa Clara
County LÍghting Service Area Assessment FY 2018-19 APPENDIX B

APPENDIX -8"

GENERALIZED LAND USE CODES AND THEIR ASSOCIATED
EQUIVALENT DWELLING UNITS
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County of Santa Clara
County Lighting Service Area Assessment FY 2018-19 APPENDIX B

AppendixB
Generalized Land Use Codes and Their Associated Equivalent Dwelling Units

County LIse

Code Iand Use Classification
Benefit
Class

EDU
Allocation

Benefit
Factor

Aìlocation

Total Benefit
Unit

Allocation*

Residential l-and Uses

)t.09 Single Family Resiclential SFR RES l.0OipaL'cel 1.00 1.00./par.ce

ló Condominium, Torvnhouse CONI) RES 0.75lparcel t00 tl. /5/parcel

12-05,07 lvf ulti-Family Resldential MFR RES 0.5Olunit ì.00 0..50¡/unit

l8 Mobile Home Parks MHP RES 0.5Oiunit l.0r) 0.50/unit

Industrial Non-Manuf actuúng

t0, 12, 14, t-5. t6,

t9 Miscellaneous Industrial INI) NON-RES 6.00/acre 200 12.00/acre

tl, 13, t7 Warehousing, Storage WHS NON-RES 6.00,'acre 2.00 12.00/acre

t8 Vacant Industrial Llses VIN]) NON-RES 0.50/parcel 2.00 1.0O/parcel

Manufacturing
z0-29 Míscellaneous Manufacturing MAN NON-RES 6.00/acre 2.00 12.00/acre

\o,32-33 lr4iscelìaneous Manuf acturing MAN NON-RES 6 00/acre 2.00 l2.00lacre

It Vacant Manuläctuling tlses VMAN NON-RES 0.50/parcel 2.00 1.00/parce

40 Industlial Condominium MAN NON-RES 6.0O/acre 200 12.00/acre

I¡ansponatlon.Cor unic
+1,42 Streets LITI NON-RES 6.00/ac¡e 2.00 12.00/acn

+3..46 Rail 6e Air Transportation LIT] NON-RFS 6.O0r'acle 2.00 12.00/acre

+7 Pipelines L]TI NON-RES 6.00/acre 2.00 12.00iacre

Shoppine Centers dE Other Urban
)0, -51 f)epartment Stores SHOP NON-RES 6.00/acre 2.00 l2.0Olacn

i2,54.57.61
Coru¡ercial Stores, Markets, Shopping
Centers, Sen'ice Stations SHOP NON.-RFS 6.00/acre 2.00 12.00/¿crr

t3, 55, 5ó, -58,

59 Business Districts SHOP NON-RES 6.00/acre 2.00 l2.0Olacn

50 Parking Garage LIRB NON-RES 6.00/¿cre 2.r10 12.00./acn

5t,65,6E Cliilclcare, Rec¡eational Facilitics IÏRB NiONI-R[S 6.00/¡cle 2,00 l2.00,lncn

56,67 Landfill & Mobile Homes in Parks ' T]RB NON-RES 6.00¡acre 2.00 12.0O/acn

59 Vacant Llrban VIIRB NON-RES 0.50/paL'cel 200 1.00/parce

Public ña Quasi Public Buildines 6s Uses

70.7t,72,71.77 Llniversities 6g Schools PL]B NON--RES 6.00racle 2.00 12.00/acre

73 Major Hospitals t]RB NON-RES ó.00/ac¡e 200 12.00/acre

75 Convalescent Hospitals t]RB NON.RFS 6.00/acle 2.00 12.001acr.e

76 Churches URB NON-RES 6.00[rcre 200 l2.001acre

78 Outcloor Amphitheaters LTRB NON-RES 6.00/acre 2.00
'12 

00./acre

79 Camps, Campgrounds LIRB NON-RFS 6.0Olacre 2.00 12.00./acre

80-86, E8,89 Parks, Pla¡grounds PLTB NON-RES 6.0Oiacre 2.00 l2 OO/¿cre

87 Commercial Open Space. Parking TIRB NON-RES 6.00lacre 2.00 12.00/acre

Agricultural Property

90-99 Agriculture/Ranchland AG RES 1.00/parcel 1.00 1.00/parceJ

* Tot¿l Benefit Units = EDtl + Benefit Factor
'Mobile Home assessment calculations are coverecl under County tisecode 08

NISCR6qA\FYIS-19\EngRpc\PER\scralSì9-PER(03-29-18).doc B'2 Francisco & Associates, Inc.




