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RECYCLING AND WASTE REDUCTION COMMISSION MEETING AGENDA 
(*Denotes item on which action may be taken) 

 
DATE:  Monday, October 24, 2011 
TIME:  5:15 P.M. 
LOCATION:  Isaac Newton Senter Auditorium, First Floor  

70 West Hedding Street, San Jose, CA 95110 
 
COMMUTE ALTERNATIVES: The Board of Supervisors encourages the use of commute alternatives including 
bicycles, carpooling, and hybrid vehicles. Public transit access is available to and from the Berger Drive Facility, 1553 Berger 
Drive, Building 1, San Jose, California by VTA bus lines 66. For trip planning information, contact the VTA Customer Service 
Department at 408-321-2300 Monday through Friday between the hours of 6:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., and on Saturday from 7:30 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. Schedule information is also available on the web at www.vta.org.  Bicycle parking racks are available in the front of 
Buildings 1 and 2. 
 
1. Call to Order and Introductions   

2. Approval of Minutes from August 29, 2011 RWRC Meeting*   

3. Public Presentation (3-minute limit) 
This item is reserved for persons desiring to address the Commission on any matter not on this agenda. For members of the public 
who wish to address the Commission on any item not listed on the agenda this would be the appropriate time. The Chair will call 
individuals in turn. Speakers are limited to three (3) minutes. The Commission is not permitted action or extended discussion of 
any item not on the agenda except under special circumstances. If Commission action is requested, the Commission may place the 
matter on a future agenda. All statements that require a response will be referred to staff for reply in writing. 

4. Update on Kirby Canyon Lawsuit                10 minutes 
Presenter:  Elizabeth Constantino, Manager, Integrated Waste Management Division 
Elizabeth Constantino will provide an update on this lawsuit and County Counsel Aryn Harris will be on 
hand to answer questions. 
No action required – informational item only 
 
5. Update on Organizational Study*                 20 minutes 
Presenter:  Elizabeth Constantino, Manager, Integrated Waste Management Division  
Elizabeth will provide a verbal update on the MOA process to date 
Possible Action:  Accept report and consider providing direction 
 
 

Continued on Page 2 
 

http://www.vta.org/


 

6. Legislative Priorities for 2012*                   5 minutes 
Presenter:  Elizabeth Constantino, Manager, Integrated Waste Management Division 
Each year the TAC and RWRC recommend relevant priorities to be included in the Board of Supervisors 
annual listing of Legislative Priorities.  
TAC Recommended Action:  Forward favorable recommendation to the County Legislative Director 
 
7. Process for Follow up on Policy Recommendations*         10 minutes 
Presenter:  Lisa Rose, IWM Staff 
Discuss process for following up on policy recommendations that are sent to other jurisdictions 
Possible Action:  Outline a process for staff to follow 
 
8. TAC Minutes                5 minutes  
Presenter: Skip Lacaze, Chair, Technical Advisory Committee 
Approved August, September TAC meeting minutes are included in packet.   
No action required – informational item only 

9. Announcements/Future Agenda Items*          10 minutes 
• Letter to Keurig, Inc. regarding K-cups 
• Matrix of Tracked Legislation  

 
10. Adjournment 

Next Meeting:    Monday, December 12, 2011 
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RWRC AGENDA ITEM #4 

 

DATE:  October 24, 2011 

TO:  Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission of Santa Clara County 

FROM: Elizabeth Constantino, Santa Clara County Integrated Waste Management 

SUBJECT: Kirby Canyon Landfill 

 

Waste Management, Inc. operates the Kirby Canyon landfill in Santa Clara County.  For a 
significant period of time, Waste Management employees misclassified waste (as a type of waste 
subject to lower or no gate fees) and permitted unticketed waste to enter the landfill.  As a 
consequence, Waste Management underreported the waste landfilled at Kirby Canyon and failed 
to pay fees due to the County pursuant to AB 939.   
 
A portion of the total AB 939 fee (known as the Implementation Fee) is returned to the 15 cities 
and unincorporated Santa Clara County on a quarterly basis.  The amount submitted to the 
various cities is based on a formula which is dependent on the origin of the waste, the rate for the 
period in question and the population of the city.  
 
Over the past three years, Integrated Waste Management staff has been working with County 
Counsel to recover the money Waste Management owes the County for AB 939 fees (the 
combination of Solid Waste Planning Fees, Household Hazardous Waste Fees and the 
Implementation Fee) not properly paid during the period of the alleged fraud.  The County 
engaged in confidential settlement discussions with Waste Management.  At the conclusion, 
Waste Management sent the County a payment of $1.45 million.  The County has elected to 
accept the $1.45 million as partial payment for the damages owed but also elected to file a 
lawsuit to recover the total amount owed to the County.  The County filed a lawsuit on 
September 22, 2011, to seek full recovery.   
 
Although the County now has $1.45 million from Waste Management, Waste Management has 
indicated its intent to seek reimbursement for overpayment should a court decide that the County 
is entitled a lesser sum.  Thus, the County has elected to place the funds in a restricted account 
that will accrue comingled interest at the current rate for short-term investments.  At the time that 
the litigation concludes, the County will undertake the complex calculations to determine each 
city’s appropriate portion of the funds and distribute the amounts accordingly. 
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RWRC AGENDA ITEM #6 
 
DATE:  October 24, 2011 
 
TO:   Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission 
 
FROM:  Elizabeth Constantino, Manager, Integrated Waste Management Division 
 
SUBJECT:  2012 Legislative Priorities 
 
 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION 

Accept the 2012 Legislative Priorities developed by the Legislative Subcommittee to the 
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), which is advisory to the Recycling and Waste Reduction 
Commission and forward a favorable recommendation to the Legislative Director of the County 
of Santa Clara.  Direct staff to forward the 2012 Legislative Priorities to the City Managers and 
Mayors of jurisdictions within Santa Clara County for their information. 
 

 
HISTORY 

Each year the Legislative Subcommittee of the Technical Advisory Committee reviews and edits 
the Integrated Waste Management list of recommended legislative priorities.  Consideration is 
given to current and emerging environmental issues.  The list then goes to the full Technical 
Advisory Committee for review and a vote.  This year, the Legislative Subcommittee of the TAC 
felt that the priorities were still sound and timely, with one exception.  The one change between 
the 2011 priorities and the 2012 priorities is the removal of Priority #8 regarding a California 
(state) Green Business Program.  With the passage of AB 913 (Feuer) this has been 
accomplished.  
 
The individual priorities are purposely very broad and non-specific.  Keeping the priorities 
broad, allows each item to serve as an umbrella under which many related issues fall.  This 
facilitates drafting and sending letters of support when proposed state legislation is supported by 
the priorities or a letter of opposition when legislation is proposed that is contrary to the 
priorities. 
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2 0 1 2  L E G I S L A T I V E  P O L I C I E S  A N D  P R I O R I T I E S  
 

I N T E G R A T E D  W A S T E  M A N A G E M E N T  
 
 
The County supports:   
 
1) Improved Integrated Waste Management Programs including efforts to promote “Zero-

Waste California;” a reduction in greenhouse gasses generated from the use of material 
resources, and the collection and disposal of wastes; the standardization of the use of terms; 
local government authority to direct waste to permitted facilities; local jurisdiction 
compliance with AB 939 goals; and improved accuracy of the State-mandated reporting. 
 

2) Securing local Integrated Waste Management program funding and financing; local solid 
waste franchising and fee-setting authority; compensation for the collection, recycling, and 
disposal of Universal waste; and alternative funding sources, such as through expanded 
Product Stewardship and Producer Responsibility that reduces the amount and toxicity of 
solid waste generated and shifts physical and financial responsibility for the recovery and 
disposal of problem wastes to the producers of the products. 

 
3) Expansion of Recycling and Composting Programs by improving markets for recyclable 

materials, encouraging the purchase of products containing recycled materials, implementing 
a statewide recycling information network, and clarifying ownership of recyclable materials. 
 

4) Energy recovery from landfill gas, wood wastes, and other source-separated biomass. 
 

5) Performance standards and use of alternative cover for landfills, limited to the quantities 
required, to protect public health and safety and minimize nuisances. 
 

6) Legislation to further address litter control and abatement problems in California including 
enforcement, outreach campaigns, a reduction in single-use containers, pharmaceutical and 
sharps take-back programs, and the cleanup of littered areas. 
 

7) Establishment of a voluntary California Green Business Program that ensures consistency 
throughout the state while allowing reasonable flexibility within a jurisdiction and flexible 
funding opportunities to assist businesses in protecting the environment through good 
business practices. 

 
8) Regulations that prohibit the release of radioactive or radiation-contaminated materials 

into the recycling stream. 



 

 
9) Requirements that products containing hazardous waste be designed, manufactured, and used 

in ways that avoid harm to workers and the environment and shall be managed and recycled 
using proper processes and procedures according to environmental regulations and 
Department of Toxic Substances Control guidelines. 
 

10) Elimination of local government liability under Superfund for the disposal of ordinary 
municipal waste, expedited de minimis settlements for hazardous material generated by 
local government operations, and allocation of costs on the basis of toxicity rather than the 
volume of municipal waste.  Superfund reform should also provide a level of protection to 
third party investors, lenders, and developers of Brownfield sites. 

 
 

E N V I R O N M E N T A L  H E A L T H  
 
The County supports: 
1) Efforts to modify the Statewide Compost Regulations to allow for more local enforcement, 

greater consistency, and improved product quality assurance.  Any proposed legislation 
should further improve the image and quality of compost in California by providing greater 
assurance of benefit to farmlands and water quality.   
 

 

 



RECYCLING AND WASTE REDUCTION COMMISSION  
FOLLOW UP TO RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
RWRC AGENDA ITEM #7 

 
Attached is the proposed process for following up on Commission business.  As other regional 
agencies are identified, they will be added to the Key.   
 
Column Descriptions 
 
Item / Issue / Recommendation 
Defines the issue being considered and the date(s)  
 
RWRC Staff Assignment as Directed by RWRC  
This indicates the follow up action staff will take following RWRC recommendations, including 
the drafting and mailing of letters to Cities, County and other stakeholders. 
 
TAC Assignments to Subcommittee or Ad-Hoc 
This column assigns issues that need further study and exploration and are typically policy 
related items of broad interest to all parties (i.e. single-use carryout bags, management of 
polystyrene, etc.) 
 
RWRC Follow Up with Regional Agencies as needed 
The RWRC Chair makes at least one annual report to the Santa Clara County Cities Association.  
From time to time, items may come up that need to be reported out more frequently.  These items 
will be tracked on the attached table. 
 
RWRC Staff Outreach to Regional Agencies and Stakeholders 
It should be noted that the process for outreach to other agencies and relevant stakeholders is on 
an as needed basis and is not required but rather recommended in certain instances.  Outreach 
may include letters, presentations, public outreach materials, and dissemination/forwarding 
relevant information to a number of key stakeholders. 
 
Follow up with TAC Reps 
The Chair has requested a three month follow up on policy recommendations to track 
jurisdictional progress.  An example of this would be updating or completion of a matrix as in 
the case of single-use carryout bags and polystyrene take out containers. 
 
In addition to outlining the process, the table will help to track issues that the Commission has 
addressed over the years. 
 
 



RECYCLING AND WASTE REDUCTION COMMISSION  
FOLLOW UP TO RECOMMENDATIONS 

Key 
ACC – American Chemistry Council  RWCQB – Regional Water Quality Control Board    STB – Save the Bay 
CGA – California Grocer’s Association  SCCCA – Santa Clara County Cities Association    TAH – Trash Ad Hoc 
CPSC – California Product Stewardship Council SCVURPPP – Santa Clara Valley Urban Runoff Pollution Prevention  WMI – Water Management Initiative 
LEG – Legislative Director (County)  SCVWD – Santa Clara Valley Water District     
 
 

 

RWRC AGENDA ITEM #7 
Item / Issue / 

Recommendation 
 

RWRC Staff 
Assignment as 

Directed by RWRC 

TAC 
Assignments to 
Subcommittee 

Or Ad-Hoc 

RWRC Follow Up with 
Regional Agencies as 

needed 

RWRC Staff 
Outreach to 

Regional Agencies 
and Key 

Stakeholders 

Follow up 
With TAC 

Reps 

Policy Recommendation on 
Single-use Carryout Bag – 
action taken by RWRC in 
4/09 and revised in 10/09  

Draft and sent letter to 
BOS, City Managers, 
Mayors and SCCCA on 
5/4/09 and a revised the 
recommendation on 
11/9/09 

 RWRC Chair Presents to 
Cities Association 

ACC, CGA, SCCCA, 
SCVWD, STB 

3 months and 
update matrix as 
needed 

Electronic greeting cards with 
batteries – concern re: 
Universal Waste  

Letter sent to Card 
manufacturers on 5/3/10 

TAC reviewed 
letter 

   

Policy Recommendation on 
Expanded Polystyrene action 
taken by RWRC on 
6/27/2011 

Draft and sent letter to 
BOS, City Managers and 
Mayors; keep matrix 
current 

  ACC, SCVURPPP, 
SCVWD, STB, TAH, 
WMI 

3 months and 
update matrix as 
needed 

CalPERS Newsletter 
incorrectly instructs 
members how to dispose of 
pharmaceuticals 

Draft and sent letter to 
CalPers Newsletter 
Editor on 8/29/11 

    

K-cup Coffee filters – 
concern with disposal of used 
K-cups 

Letter drafted and 
approved by TAC; 
will have signed by 
RWRC Chair at 10/24/11 
meeting and send to K-
Cups on 10/25/11 
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RWRC AGENDA ITEM #8 

 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

August 11, 2011 
 

VOTING MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 

ACTERRA       Maija McDonald 

CALIFORNIA RESOURCE RECOVERY ASSN.  Richard Gertman  

CITY OF CUPERTINO      Cheri Donnelly 

CITY OF MILPITAS      Elizabeth Koo 

CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW      Lori Topley 

CITY OF PALO ALTO       Clay Reigel 

CITY OF SAN JOSE      Skip Lacaze 

CITY OF SANTA CLARA     Robin Burdick 

CITY OF SUNNYVALE       Mark Bowers 

CLARA MATEO       Julie Muir    

COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH    Stan Chau 

COUNTY UNINCORPORATED AREA   Elizabeth Constantino 

SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY     Bruce Olszewski 

SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT  Pat Showalter  

SIERRA CLUB       Heidi Melander 

WEST VALLEY CITIES      Marva Sheehan 

       
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Technical Advisory Committee Meeting, August 11, 2011      Page 2 

 
VOTING MEMBERS NOT ATTENDING 
 

CITY OF CAMPBELL           

CITY OF GILROY        

CITY OF LOS ALTOS       

CITY OF MONTE SERENO           

CITY OF MORGAN HILL      

CITY OF SARATOGA          

COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT    

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS        

SILICON VALLEY LEADERSHIP GROUP  

TOWN OF LOS ALTOS HILLS      

TOWN OF LOS GATOS  

 

 OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE 

Clifton Chew   SCC IWM 

Rob D’Arcy   SCC HHW 

Andrea Delean   Cascadia Consulting 

Wendy Fong   SCC HHW 

Karen Gissibl   City of Sunnyvale 

Walter Lin    City of San Jose 

Lisa Rose    SCC IWM 

 

 

 
1. Call to Order 

Clay Reigel, Vice-Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:35 p.m.  A quorum of 11 was present.  
Those present introduced themselves.  

2. Approval of Minutes  
Mark Bowers had a correction to the June 9, 2011 TAC minutes to accurately reflect on the 
Legislative report that June 3 was the deadline for Bills to pass out of the Legislature, and not the 
end of the legislative session.  Mark Bowers made a motion to approve the corrected minutes 
from the June 9, 2011 TAC meeting.  The motion was seconded by Richard Gertman.  All 

 



Technical Advisory Committee Meeting, August 11, 2011      Page 3 

present voted to approve the minutes.  Those not present at the June 9, 2011 TAC meeting 
abstained.  Upon Skip Lacaze delayed arrival, he assumed duties as Chair. 

3. Public Presentations  
There were no public presentations. 

4. CALGreen Regulations on C&D Regulations 
Jane Taylor from the California Building Standards Commission provided a presentation on the 
California Green Building Standards Code.  The PowerPoint presentation will be posted to the 
County website.  

5. Single Serve Beverage Pouches 
Lisa Rose said this item came from the last Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission 
(RWRC).  A Commissioner works for a company that uses approximately 4,000 single serving 
beverage pouches per day.  There was a question as to how best address this issue; at the 
supplier, manufacturer and/or the companies that use the products.  Additionally, the pouches 
contain plastic and organic materials thus complicating the recycling of these pouches. 

Julie Muir said someone at Stanford did a life cycle analysis and found that it worked in terms of 
delivering a specific type of coffee to a specific individual and in that sense there was actually 
less waste than in a traditional coffee pot situation.   

After some discussion, it was decided that Integrated Waste Management would write letters to 
all above the user level, starting with a generic letter that goes to local manufactures and vendors.  
Lisa will draft a letter with Rob and Julie to review before it is signed and sent out. 

6. RWRC Update 
Lisa Rose said there were several items from the June meeting:  1) the policy recommendation 
letter that went to all cities was attached to the email cancelling the SRR Subcommittee meeting.  
In the future, such notifications will be sent out with a separate subject line stating what the 
attachment is; 2) Commission meetings will begin meeting the fourth Wednesday of even 
numbered months starting in 2012; and 3) a letter is being drafted to respond to a CalPER’s 
newsletter that recommended putting pharmaceuticals down the drain or in the trash. 

Agenda items for the August meeting include:   1) the NDFE items developed by the Operations 
Subcommittee (in the TAC packet); 2) election of officers and 3) any recommendations on the 
single serve beverage pouches. 

7. Division Manager’s Report and Updates on Countywide Programs 
A. Disposal Reporting System – in the TAC packet.   

B. Green Business – in the TAC packet. 

Elizabeth introduced Kam Johal, who will be retiring next week.  Kam thanked everyone for 
the opportunity to work in the Green Business program and say ‘Good Bye’.  The next steps 
for the GB program have not been formulated yet and once more information is available it 
will be communicated to TAC. 

C. Home Composting Education Program – no report. 

Elizabeth asked to have HCEP be put on the next SRR and TAC agenda.  The two Bay 
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Friendly trained instructors for Santa Clara County have both given notice that they will no 
longer be available to teach weekend Bay Friendly workshops.  Since Bay Friendly is 
proprietary and there are no immediate plans to train new trainers, the options for classes in 
the near future will need to be discussed.   

D. Recycling Hotline – in the TAC packet. 

E. Other – The issue with Kirby Canyon is ongoing. 

8. Subcommittee Reports and Updates on Countywide Programs  
A. Enforcement – no report. 

B. Household Hazardous Waste – Walter Lin said there was a HHW Subcommittee Meeting on 
July 11.  The subcommittee is using Rob’s data from the operations plan for the new facility 
as well as input from other jurisdictions to help develop the lease agreement.  The next 
meeting is scheduled for August 30. 

Skip Lacaze mentioned that they received a $2M grant for solar panels from the EPA. 

C. Implementation Subcommittee – no report. 

D. Legislation – Mark Bowers said the legislative packet was circulated and discussed various 
items of interest.   

Rob D’Arcy said SB589 is a product stewardship bill on fluorescent lamps and that the 
battery bill is a two year bill and is still on the table hoping to get resurrected.  

E. Operations – Elizabeth Constantino said the TAC packet includes work the subcommittee did 
on the NDFE process which includes a timeline, sample resolution and a standardized form.  
Please submit comments to either Dave Staub or Clifton Chew.  The material will be 
presented to the RWRC for their review on August 29.   

Once the RWRC has reviewed the material, it will be uploaded to the County website.  Clif 
will also revise the format of the NDFE document after RWRC review 

F. Public Education – no report. 

G. Source Reduction and Recycling (SRR) – Cheri Donnelly said last month’s meeting was 
cancelled and she will miss this month’s meeting.  The August 25 meeting will be held at the 
SMaRT Station in Sunnyvale. 

H. Ad Hoc Organizational Study – Mark Bowers said the next meeting is September 7 at 9AM 
at 1553 Berger Dr, Building #1 in Room 222. 

I. Ad Hoc School Recycling – no report.   

J. Ad Hoc Zero Waste – no report.  

9. Future Agenda Items / Guest Speakers 

HCEP – Elizabeth Constantino 

Green Halo for pre-TAC meeting in September or October – Skip Lacaze 

 

10. Informational Updates and Announcements 
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• Mark Bowers had two items: 1) NCRA annual picnic is August 27 at 11 a.m.; and 2) 
CAW fundraiser on August 30 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. in Sacramento.  

• Julie Muir had three items:  1) CRRA was a great conference. Zero Waste Contracting 
session is a potential future speaker/agenda item; 2) Tracy Bills is the new CRRA 
president; and 3) NRC elections are scheduled for a single day next Tuesday August 16, 
2011. 

• Clay Reigel said Palo Alto will be offering training on introductory solid waste issues 
planned for late September.  He invited other jurisdictions to sign up new staff members 
for a remedial training in solid waste issues that will be taught by Richard Gertman. 

• Bruce Olszewski said CalRecycle was closing the CalMax website. 
• Richard Gertman had two items: 1) NRC is financially solvent again and is re-affiliating 

with the state since the main structure is tied to state recycling associations; and 2) 
Cascadia hired six more people and will be moving to downtown San Jose. 

• Lisa Rose had two items:  1) Green Business Recognition event is tentatively set for 
September 28; and 2) Pasadena is looking for an Environmental Program Manager to 
manage their Zero Waste programs. 

• Heidi Melander had three items:  1) Sierra Club sent a contingent to CRRA; 2) there was 
an EPR conference in Stockton and 3) Robin Boone received a grant for a large 
information board displaying difficult items to recycle. 

11. Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 3:33 p.m. 

 
 

 
THE NEXT SCHEDULED TAC MEETING:  September 8, 2011 
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RWRC AGENDA ITEM #8 
 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
September 8, 2011 

 
VOTING MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 

CALIFORNIA RESOURCE RECOVERY ASSN.  Richard Gertman  

CITY OF CUPERTINO      Cheri Donnelly 

CITY OF GILROY       Tony Eulo 

CITY OF MORGAN HILL     Tony Eulo 

CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW      Lori Topley 

CITY OF PALO ALTO       Wendy Hediger 

CITY OF SAN JOSE      Skip Lacaze 

CITY OF SANTA CLARA     Dave Staub 

CITY OF SUNNYVALE       Mark Bowers 

CLARA MATEO       Gil Cheso    

CLARA MATEO       Michael Gross    

CLARA MATEO       Julie Muir    

COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH    Stan Chau 

COUNTY UNINCORPORATED AREA   Elizabeth Constantino 

SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY     Terri Ramirez 

SIERRA CLUB       Heidi Melander 

WEST VALLEY CITIES      Marva Sheehan 
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VOTING MEMBERS NOT ATTENDING 
 

ACTERRA        

CITY OF CAMPBELL           

CITY OF LOS ALTOS       

CITY OF MILPITAS       

CITY OF MONTE SERENO           

CITY OF SARATOGA          

COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT    

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS        

SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT    

SILICON VALLEY LEADERSHIP GROUP  

TOWN OF LOS ALTOS HILLS      

TOWN OF LOS GATOS  

 

 OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE 

Clifton Chew   SCC IWM 

Kevin Chiapello   Recology Silicon Valley 

Rob D’Arcy   SCC HHW 

Karen Gissibl   City of Sunnyvale 

Walter Lin    City of San Jose 

Clay Reigel   Cascadia Consulting 

Lisa Rose    SCC IWM 

 

 
1. Call to Order 

Skip Lacaze, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:31 p.m.  A quorum of 13 was present.  Those 
present introduced themselves.  

2. Approval of Minutes  
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Mark Bowers made a motion to approve the minutes from the August 11, 2011 TAC meeting.  
The motion was seconded by Cheri Donnelly.  All present voted to approve the minutes.  Those 
not present at the August 11, 2011 TAC meeting abstained.   

3. Public Presentations  
There were no public presentations. 

4. Legislative Priorities 
Mark Bowers provided a handout of last year’s legislative priorities.  He said the items were 
stated very broadly and asked if anyone had any changes/modifications.  A motion was made to 
include the priorities in the next TAC packet for TAC members to review and vote upon as a 
matter of process.  The motion was seconded by Richard Gertman.  All present voted to approve. 

There was some additional discussion about County HHW Legislative Priorities which are 
slightly different from the County IWM Legislative Priorities and as such, will be moved under 
the Department of Environmental Health heading in the Board of Supervisors’ Document.  The 
County HHW Legislative Priorities will be sent to all TAC members for review with the next 
TAC packet. 

5. RWRC Update 
Lisa Rose said the RWRC had three items: (1) elections – Jamie McLeod was re-elected Chair 
and Linda LeZotte was elected Vice-Chair; (2) a ‘crystal ball’ was developed to follow up and 
track policy recommendations (including items like the bag matrix); and (3) the next scheduled 
meeting of October 31 may be changed to October 24. 

6. Division Manager’s Report and Updates on Countywide Programs 
A. Disposal Reporting System – in the TAC packet.   

A question was raised about having non-disposal facilities (NDFs) report tonnages even if 
they pay no fees (dispose of waste within the County).  After a brief discussion, the item is to 
be agendized for the next TAC meeting.  A notice will be sent to all facilities to let them 
know that this will be on the October TAC Agenda. 

B. Green Business – in the TAC packet. 

C. Home Composting Education Program – in the TAC packet. 

Elizabeth noted that the IWM Office Specialist is filling in for the retired Green Business 
Specialist Kam Johal until the position can be filled.  A notice will go out to TAC members 
wishing to participate on the interview panel, but interviews may not be set for some time.   

D. Recycling Hotline – no report. 

E. Other. 

7. Subcommittee Reports and Updates on Countywide Programs  
A. Enforcement – no report. 

B. Household Hazardous Waste – Walter Lin said the subcommittee met last week on August 
30, 2011.  They discussed the new San Jose permanent facility construction and the future 
operational schedule once the site is open in 2012.  The current view is to have a four day per 
week schedule which would include one day for conditionally exempt small quantity 

 



Technical Advisory Committee Meeting, September 8, 2011     Page 4 

generator drop offs and three days for residential drop offs (Thursday, Friday and Saturday).  
In addition to the San Jose operational schedule, the HHW program will continue to have 10 
operational days in Sunnyvale per year and two days per month at the San Martin facility 
along with six temporary sites throughout the County. 

Additionally, they are considering bringing back the three year cycle for the AB939 
agreements beginning in FY2012-2013.  The lease agreement for the San Jose facility is 
anticipated to begin FY2012-2013 as well.  Thus a proposal should come to TAC in 
December. 

The next meeting is September 27, 2011. 

C. Implementation Subcommittee – no report. 

D. Legislation – Mark Bowers circulated the legislative packet and discussed various items of 
interest.  He also brought two bills so that TAC member can read the actual language: AB818 
(signed by the Governor) and AB341 (still in the Senate). 

E. Operations – Dave Staub said at the August RWRC meeting, the Commission approved the 
NDFE timeline and forms created by the Operations Subcommittee to streamline and 
standardize the NDF process.   

F. Public Education – no report. 

G. Source Reduction and Recycling (SRR) – Cheri Donnelly said the subcommittee had a 
recommendation regarding HCEP that includes the follow three parts: (1) maintain 
Countywide level of support and funding ($5,500 to fund three Bay Friendly Workshops and 
approximately 15 traditional Home Composting workshops taught by Master Composter 
Volunteers); (2) Cities consider sponsoring additional Bay Friendly Workshops (in 
partnership or individually), and; (3) after TAC votes, Wendy Heideger and Michele Young 
will go to the Bay Friendly Coalition Board to discuss the possibility of decreasing the cost 
of workshops to something more reasonable. 

Cheri further explained her comment about maintaining the same level on funding as using 
the same amount of dollars ($5,500) that paid for the instructors to teach the Bay Friendly 
workshops the past year to pay for three workshops as opposed the 15-17.  The reason for the 
cost increase was that Santa Clara County instructors were paid at the County of Santa Clara 
rate (at about $300 per workshop each).  Unfortunately neither instructor will be available to 
teach at that rate in the upcoming year.  The Bay Friendly Organization offered to provide 
instructors at $1,750 to $2,000 per workshop which at the $5,500 budget would only provide 
three workshops.  Thus traditional HCEP classes will be offered to make up the same number 
of workshops for the upcoming year as last year.  

There was discussion as to the feasibility of keeping Bay Friendly workshops at the costs 
quoted. If the costs do not come down after this year, then TAC may discontinue the Bay 
Friendly program and initiate some other program that would achieve the same goals at a 
lower cost. The workshop/class schedule will be established by September 20th to meet 
publication deadlines for jurisdictions.   

A motion was made by Skip Lacaze to move forward with the recommendation from the 
SRR Subcommittee.  Dave Staub seconded the motion.  All present voted to approve with the 
exception of Tony Eulo who opposed.   
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The next SRR Subcommittee meeting is September 22, 2011. 

H. Ad Hoc Organizational Study – Mark Bowers stated that there was an Ad-Hoc subcommittee 
meeting yesterday.  There was some good discussion and the group worked through some 
org chart issues and now has a clearer picture of where it wants to go.  There is still a great 
deal of work to be done in on the MOU/MOA.  Key areas were identified and Elizabeth will 
look into the possibility of having someone help with the writing.  The next meeting is 
scheduled for October 5, 2011 at 10AM with the location to be determined.  The goal is to 
have a recommendation to the RWRC by June 2012 with a year of implementation. 

There was some confusion about the role of the Management Committee (MC) role versus 
the role of TAC in the draft MOU/MOA.  It was explained that since the MC was being 
created, the details related to the MC were being developed.  The roles and responsibilities 
for TAC have not yet been addressed since it has already been established but they will be in 
the next revision.  Conceptually, the MC would be responsible for fiscal and management 
issues while the TAC would be responsible for policy and technical issues.  Composition of 
various committee and subcommittee memberships has not been determined and still needs 
to be worked out. 

I. Ad Hoc School Recycling – no report.   

J. Ad Hoc Zero Waste – no report.  

8. Future Agenda Items / Guest Speakers 

• Election of Vice Chair  
• Green Halo presentation off agenda (1PM) to the October TAC meeting 
• Non-Disposal Facilities (NDFs) reporting in the DRS  

9. Informational Updates and Announcements 
• Lisa Rose reminded everyone that the Green Business recognition event is Wednesday, 

September 28, 2011 and begins at 6:00 P.M at 70 West Hedding. 
• Richard Gertman had three items: 1) CAW had its most successful fundraising event to 

date on August 30; 2) Milpitas has a hearing for a bag ban ordinance on September 20, 
2011 first reading; and 3) the week of September 20th his group will be conducting catch 
basin and storm drain sorts for Bay Area Water Supply and Conservation Agency 
(BAWSCA - waste characterization of the water shed). 

• Mark Bowers had two items: 1) Tuesday September 13, 2011 is the hearing on Save the 
Plastic Bag vs. Marin County on Marin County’s categorical exemption; and 2) 
Sunnyvale released its draft EIR on a plastic bag ban on August 24 and the close of 
comments is on October 11, 2011.  

• Heidi Melander had three items:  1) NCRA has a meeting on September 15, 2011 in San 
Francisco from 5-9 PM.; and 2) preceding the NCRA meeting is another meeting of the 
Zero Waste brain trust at the same location from 1-4:30 PM. 

• Skip Lacaze had two items: 1) Paul Ledesma posted a link to a ‘YouTube’ video of the 
Palo Alto Street Team; and 2) Lisa and Skip have asked jurisdictions to update the 
information in bag ordinance matrix.  If anyone has anything to add, please send it in by 
Friday September 9, 2011.  The document should be polished up for the next RWRC 
Meeting plus the jurisdictions going to Council soon could use it to augment their 
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documentation. 
• Julie Muir said she participated in the ‘flash mob’ at Food Max for reusable bags last 

weekend.  800 bags were distributed. 
 

• Elizabeth Constantino:  1) staff is hitting all unincorporated retailers that will be impacted 
by the single-use carryout bag ordinance that becomes effective January 1, 2012 with 
material like posters, FAQs, the ordinance, where to purchase re-useable bags and is 
conducting conversations with managers to educate them; and 2) staff will also be giving 
re-usable bags to unincorporated churches that have food pantries to distribute food and 
get a re-usable bag to the indigent population. 

10. Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 3:12 p.m. 

 
 

 
THE NEXT SCHEDULED TAC MEETING:  October 13, 2011 



County of Santa Clara 
Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission 
Integrated Waste Management Division 
 
1553 Berger Drive, Building #1 
San Jose, California 95112 
(408) 282-3180      FAX (408) 282-3188 
www.ReduceWaste.org 

Commissioners:  Jamie McLeod, Chair; Ronit Bryant, Kansen Chu, Susan Garner, Jim Griffith, Linda J. LeZotte, Evan Low,  
 Cat Tucker, Kris Wang, Mike Wasserman 
 
 

 
October 24, 2011 
 
Michelle Stacy - President 
Keurig, Inc. 
55 Walkers Brook Dr. 
Reading, MA 01867-3272 
 
RE:  Management of K-cups After Use 
 
Dear Ms. Stacy: 
 
The Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission (RWRC) of Santa Clara County is an Advisory Commission 
to the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors and the cities within the County of Santa Clara.  Its members 
are elected officials from jurisdictions throughout the County. The RWRC’s mission is to conserve, protect and 
preserve the environmental resources of our community through advocacy, education and outreach programs; to 
reuse, reduce, recycle and intelligently dispose of waste materials; and to promote composting, pollution and 
waste prevention and sustainable living practices for all the people in Santa Clara County. 
 
We are aware of the convenience that the K-cup offers consumers but are concerned that the product was 
designed to be disposed, not recycled.  It is unacceptable that plastic from discarded K-cup will end up in a 
landfill, or worse, be burned in an incinerator.  We urge Keurig, Inc. to consider manufacturing K-cups either 
from materials that are made with a BPI certified compostable plastic or paper so that the whole coffee product 
and packaging can be composted or develop a recyclable/reusable cup that can be refilled and create a system to 
recycle/reuse them instead of sending them to the landfill. 
 
If neither of the options above is feasible, we strongly urge Keurig to develop and implement a take back 
program.  As you know, your competitor, Nespresso, by Nestle, has succeeded in developing an aluminum cup 
that is 100% recyclable.  In Europe, Nestle has developed a comprehensive take-back recycling program which 
is not dependent on municipal recycling or disposal systems. We expect nothing less from Keurig, Inc. 
 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
 
Jamie McLeod, Chair 
Recycling and Waste reduction Commission of Santa Clara County 
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SWANA 2011-12 Bill Matr ix, adapted for  October  2011 Recycling & Waste Reduction Commission Meeting 

Bill ID/Topic Location Summary SWANA 
Position 

LCC 
Position 

CAW 
Position 

NCRA 
Position 

AB 255 
Wieckowski D 
 
Hazardous 
waste: latex 
paint: collection 
facility. 

Signed by Governor  9/6/11 

Passed Assembly 70-0 (on Consent 
Calendar) on 5/12/11 

Passed Senate 38-0 on 8/18/11 
 

Existing law authorizes the Department of Toxic Substances Control to allow a 
household hazardous waste collection facility to accept hazardous waste from a 
conditionally exempt small quantity generator (CESQG) under specified 
conditions. This bill would allow a permanent HHW collection facility that is 
authorized to accept hazardous waste from a CESQG to accept recyclable latex 
paint from any generator if the permanent HHW collection facility complies with 
certain requirements.  
 
Last Amended 04/07/2011 

  Watch Watch   

AB 298 
Brownley D 
 
Recycling: 
reusable bags. 

SENATE Environmental Quality 

Passed Assembly 49-25 on 4/28/11 

Existing law requires an operator of a store, as defined, to establish an at-store 
recycling program that provides customers the opportunity to return clean plastic 
carryout bags to that store and to make reusable bags available to customers. A 
violation of these requirements is subject to civil liability penalties imposed by a 
local agency or the state. These requirements are repealed on January 1, 2013. This 
bill would, until January 1, 2013, prohibit a manufacturer from selling or 
distributing a reusable bag in this state, if the bag is designed or intended to be sold 
or distributed to a store's customers, unless the reusable bag meets certain 
conditions regarding the cleaning and disinfection of the bag and the material of 
which the bag is composed. 
 
Last Amended on 04/14/2011  

Watch   Watch Support Support 

AB 341 
Chesbro D 
 
Solid waste: 
diversion. 

Signed by Governor  on 10/6/11  

Passed Assembly 48-28 on 5/31/11 

Passed Senate 23-13 on 9/8/11 

Assembly concurred in Senate 
amendments 49-29 on 9/8/11 

Would: 
1) Make a legislative declaration that it is the policy goal of the state that not less 
than 75% of solid waste generated be source reduced, recycled, or composted by 
the year 2020 and require CalRecycle, by January 1, 2014, to provide a report to 
the Legislature that provides strategies to achieve that policy goal 
2) require a city, county, city and county, or regional agency to update all 
information required to be included in the nondisposal facility element and would 
provide that the update is not subject to approval by the department or comment 
and review by a local task force. 
3) require a jurisdiction to implement and generators to participate in recycling 
programs for businesses that generate more than 4 cubic yards of solid waste per 
week and multi-family complexes with 5 or more units. 
4) change the due date of state agency annual reports to May of each year. 
5) require a local enforcement agency to give notice of its determination to allow 
certain changes without a revision to the permit through a modification to the 
permit allowed by regulations developed by CalRecycle. 
Last Amended on 09/02/2011  

 Oppose  Watch Support Support 

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=ab_255&sess=1112&house=B�
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=ab_298&sess=1112&house=B�
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=ab_341&sess=1112&house=B�
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Bill ID/Topic Location Summary SWANA 

Position 
LCC 

Position 
CAW 

Position 
NCRA 

Position 

AB 480 
Solorio D 
 
Insurance: solid 
waste facilities. 

SENATE Environmental Quality 

Passed Assembly 70-0 on Consent 
Calendar 5/12/11  

Would allow a solid waste facility operator (e.g. Waste Management) to use an 
insurance policy provided by a “captive” insurance carrier licensed in another state 
(e.g. Vermont) and owned by the solid waste facility operator to meet its California 
financial assurance obligations for landfill closure and post-closure maintenance. 
 
Last Amended on 06/23/2011  

Oppose Watch   

Gordon D 
 
Local 
government 
renewable 
energy self-
generation 
program. 

AB 512 

 

Signed by Governor  on 10/5/11  

Passed Assembly 70-0 (on Consent 
Calendar) on 5/12/11 

Passed Senate 37-0 on 8/30/11 

Assembly concurred in Senate 
amendments 76-1 on 9/2/11 

Existing law authorizes a local government, as defined, to receive a bill credit for 
electricity exported to the electrical grid by an eligible renewable generating facility 
and requires the PUC to adopt a rate tariff for the benefiting account. An eligible 
renewable generating facility for the purposes of these provisions is limited to a 
facility that has a generating capacity of no more than one megawatt. This bill 
would expand this to include a facility that has a generating capacity of no more 
than 5 megawatts. 
 
 
Last Amended on 08/25/2011  

 Watch   

Hernandez, 
Roger  D 
 
Public works: 
prevailing wage: 
hauling refuse 

AB 514 Signed by Governor  on 10/9/11  

 
Passed Assembly 52-26 on 5/23/11 
 
Passed Senate 24-13 on 8/30/11 
 
Assembly concurred in Senate 
amendments 50-27 on 9/2/11 

Existing law includes, for the purposes of public works contracts, in the definition 
of "public works" the hauling of refuse from a public works site to an outside 
disposal location. Existing law generally requires all workers employed on public 
works to be paid prevailing wages. This bill would include in the definition of 
"hauling of refuse" the hauling of materials other than recyclable metals sold at fair 
market value, thereby expanding the definition of "public works" and thus requiring 
the payment of prevailing wages for that activity.   
 
Last Amended on 8/23/2011 

Neutral Watch   

AB 818 
Blumenfield D 
 
Solid waste: 
multifamily 
dwellings: 

Signed by Governor  9/7/11 (but 
superseded by enactment of AB 
341) 

Passed Assembly 51-25 on 5/19/11 

Passed Senate 24-12 on 7/14/11 

Assembly concurred in Senate 
amendments 50-26 on 8/22/11 

Would require an owner of a multifamily dwelling, defined as 5 or more living units, 
to arrange for recycling services that are appropriate and available for the 
multifamily dwelling. Would become operative only if AB 341 is not enacted and 
does not become effective by January 1, 2012. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last Amended on 07/01/2011  

 Watch  Watch Support Support 

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=ab_818&sess=1112&house=B�
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Bill ID/Topic Location Summary SWANA 

Position 
LCC 

Position 
CAW 

Position 
NCRA 

Position 

AB 913 
Feuer D 
 
Hazardous 
waste: source 
reduction: 
certified green 
business 
program. 

Signed by Governor  on 10/8/11  

Passed Assembly 56-20 on 5/19/11 

Passed Senate 26-13 on 9/6/11 

Assembly concurred in Senate 
amendments 57-22 on 9/8/11  

Requires DTSC to develop a California Green Business Program that 
provides support and assistance to local government programs that provide 
for the voluntary certification of small businesses that adopt environmentally 
preferable business practices, including, but not limited to, increased energy 
efficiency, reduced greenhouse gas emissions, promotion of water 
conservation, and reduced waste generation. DTSC is required to take 
specified actions with regard to implementing the Green Business Program 
and is authorized to provide support and assistance to a local government 
program to enable the program to meet certain requirements. 
 
Last Amended on 06/13/2011  

 Watch   

AB 1019 
John A. Pérez D 
 
Solid waste: 
carpet 
stewardship. 

SENATE  

Urgency clause refused adoption 24-
14 on 9/8/11 

Prior Assembly vote not relevant 

Existing law requires the Department of General Services, to the extent 
feasible and within existing resources, to take appropriate steps to ensure that 
post consumer carpet removed from state buildings is managed in a manner 
that diverts the carpet from landfills and recycles it into secondary products 
or manages it in a manner consistent with the state's hierarchy for waste 
management practices. This bill would require the department to take those 
steps by January 1, 2014. 
In response to passage of Proposition 26, this bill would reenact the state 
law that enacted the carpet stewardship program and would provide that law 
continues to be operative on and after November 3, 2011. This bill would 
declare that it is to take effect immediately as an urgency statute. 
 
Last Amended on 09/02/2011  

Watch   Watch  Support 

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=ab_1019&sess=1112&house=B�


4 
 

 
Bill ID/Topic Location Summary SWANA 

Position 
LCC 

Position 
CAW 

Position 
NCRA 

Position 

AB 1149 
Gordon D 
 
Beverage 
containers: 
recycling and 
litter reduction: 
funds. 

Signed by Governor  on 10/6/11  

Passed Assembly 77-1 on 5/23/11 

Passed Senate 31-4 on 9/7/11 

Assembly concurred in Senate 
amendments 79-0 on 9/8/11 

The bill would: 
1. Require CalRecycle, in setting the amount of market development 

payments for certified entities and product manufacturers to 
consider certain factors 

2. Extend until January 1, 2017 the authorization to annually expend 
up to $10,000,000 to make these payments 

3. Authorize CalRecycle to expend from the remaining moneys in the 
fund, until January 1, 2017, an amount for market development 
payments for empty plastic beverage containers, in addition to the 
existing authorization 

4. Require CalRecycle to calculate this additional amount based upon 
the amount of the remaining moneys in the fund estimated to be 
necessary for deposit in the processing fee account for plastic 
beverage containers 

5. Delete the authorization to expend funds for recycling market 
development grants and for those other grants and programs 

6. Repeal the requirement for the publication of the grant evaluation. 
 
Last Amended on 09/01/2011  

   Watch Support Support 

AB 1178 
Ma D 
 
Solid waste: 
place of origin. 

SENATE Held in Environmental 
Quality (two-year bill) 

Passed Assembly 45-15 on 5/26/11. 

Existing law authorizes a city or county to assess special fees of a reasonable 
amount on the importation of waste from outside of the county to publicly 
owned or privately owned facilities. This bill would prohibit a city or county 
from otherwise restricting or limiting in any way the importation of solid 
waste into that city or county based on place of origin, except as specified 
with regard to solid waste facilities or the local land use authority. 
Last Amended on 08/24/2011 

Oppose   Oppose Oppose Oppose 

SB 41 
Yee D 
 
Hypodermic 
needles and 
syringes. 

Signed by Governor  10/9/11 

Passed Senate 24-13 on 5/31/11 

Passed Assembly 52-26 on 8/22/11 

Senate concurred in amendments 24-
13 on 8/30/11 

Existing law regulates the sale, possession, and disposal of hypodermic 
needles and syringes, and requires, with certain exceptions, a prescription to 
purchase a hypodermic needle or syringe for human use. Existing law 
prohibits any person from possessing or having under his or her control any 
hypodermic needle or syringe, except in accordance with those regulatory 
provisions. This bill would delete the prohibition against any person 
possessing or having under his or her control any hypodermic needle or 
syringe, except in accordance with the aforementioned regulatory provisions. 
 
Last Amended on 08/15/2011 

   Watch Watch Watch 

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=ab_1149&sess=1112&house=B�
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=ab_1178&sess=1112&house=B�
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=sb_41&sess=1112&house=B�
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Bill ID/Topic Location Summary SWANA 

Position 
LCC 

Position 
CAW 

Position 
NCRA 
Position 

SB 456 
Huff R 
 
Household 
hazardous waste: 
transportation. 

Signed by Governor  on 10/8/11  

Passed Senate 40-0 (on Consent 
Calendar) on 5/9/11 

Passed Assembly 78-0 on 8/31/11 

Senate concurred in amendments 39-0 
on 9/01/11 

Existing law authorizes a door-to-door HHW collection program or 
Household hazardous waste pickup service to transport HHW from 
individual residences to an authorized HHW collection facility. Existing law 
exempts a door-to-door HHW collection program or pickup service from 
having to complete a manifest if it is transporting HHW collected from 
individual residences. This bill would: 
1) require a registered hazardous waste transporter operating a door-to-door 
household hazardous waste collection program or household hazardous waste 
residential pickup service to comply with manifesting requirements. 
2) revise the definition of a household hazardous waste collection facility and 
a door-to-door household hazardous waste collection program, for purposes 
of the provisions regulating the household hazardous waste program, and 
would specify the conditions under which such a program is deemed to be a 
household hazardous waste collection facility. 
Last Amended on 08/26/2011 

   Watch   

SB 567 
DeSaulnier D 
 
Recycling: 
plastic products. 

Signed by Governor  10/8/11 

Passed Senate 21-13 on 6/1/11 

Passed Assembly 51-26 on 9/7/11 

Senate concurred in Assembly 
amendments 26-13 on 9/8/11 

Existing law prohibits a person from selling a plastic bag or a plastic food or 
beverage container that is labeled as "compostable" or "marine degradable" 
unless that plastic bag or container meets certain ASTM standard 
specifications or a standard adopted by CalRecycle. Existing law prohibits 
the sale of a plastic bag or plastic food or beverage container that is labeled 
as "biodegradable," "degradable," "decomposable," or as otherwise specified. 
This bill would repeal those prohibitions and would prohibit the sale of a 
plastic product, as defined, labeled as "compostable" “home compostable” or 
"marine degradable" unless it meets those ASTM standard specifications, the 
Vincotte (European) standard or a standard adopted by CalRecycle, or unless 
the plastic product is labeled with a qualified claim for which CalRecycle has 
adopted an existing standard, and the plastic product meets that standard. The 
bill would prohibit the sale of a plastic product that is labeled as 
"biodegradable," "degradable," "decomposable." 
Last amended on 09/01/11 

Support    Support Support 

SB 568 
Lowenthal D 
 
Recycling: EPS 
food containers. 

ASSEMBLY (two-year  bill) 

Passed Senate 21-15 on 6/2/11 

Would prohibit a food vendor, on and after January 1, 201416 (school 
districts 1/1/1517), from dispensing prepared food to a customer in a 
polystyrene foam food container. Would exempt a school district, city or 
county that adopts an EPS recycling program/ordinance that has a reasonable 
likelihood of achieving under which a 60% recycling rate is achieved. 
 
Last Amended on 07/12/2011 

  Support Watch Support Support 

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=sb_456&sess=1112&house=B�
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=sb_567&sess=1112&house=B�
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=sb_568&sess=1112&house=B�
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Bill ID/Topic Location Summary SWANA 

Position 
LCC 

Position 
CAW 

Position 
NCRA 
Position 

SB 589 
Lowenthal D 
 
Recycling: 
Household 
mercury-
containing lamps 

ASSEMBLY Environmental Safety & 
Toxic Materials 

Passed Senate 37-0 on 5/31/11  

Would require a manufacturer of household mercury-containing lamps, on or 
before April 1, 2013, individually or through a stewardship organization, to 
prepare and submit for CalRecycle approval a household mercury-containing 
lamp stewardship plan to establish a recovery program for the management 
of end-of-life household mercury-containing lamps. Would require the plan 
to include the payment of a stewardship fee at the point of sale and would 
specify a procedure for CalRecycle approval of the amount of the 
stewardship fee. This bill would be a change in state statute that would result 
in a taxpayer paying a higher tax within the meaning of Section 3 of Article 
XIII A of the California Constitution (Prop 26) and thus would require 
approval of 2⁄3 of the membership of each house of the Legislature. 
 
Gutted and Amended on 06/21/2011 (former topic was HHW facilities) 

Support in 
Concept   

Watch  Support 

SB 771 
Kehoe D 
 
Renewable 
energy 
resources. 

Signed by Governor  on 10/8/11  

Passed Senate 38-0 on 5/19/11  

Passed Assembly 77-0 on 9/7/11 

Senate concurred in Assembly 
amendments 38-0 on 9/8/11 

Expands the definition of “renewable energy” to include thermal energy 
systems such as energy generation based on natural gas turbines; landfill gas 
turbines, engines, and microturbines; digester gas turbines,  engines, and 
microturbines and fuel cells. 
 
 
 
Last amended on 09/02/11 

Watch   Watch  Watch 

SB 833 
Vargas D 
 
Disposal 
facilities: San 
Diego County. 

Vetoed by Governor  10/9/11 

Passed Senate 32-3 on 6/1/11 

Passed Assembly 70-1 on 08/31/11 

Blocks construction or operation of a solid waste landfill in the County of 
San Diego if the landfill meets both of the following conditions: 
(1) Any portion of the landfill is located on or within 1,000 feet of the San 
Luis Rey River or an aquifer that is hydrologically connected to that river. 
(2) The landfill is located on or within 1,000 feet of a site that is considered 
sacred or of spiritual or cultural importance to a tribe and is listed in the 
California Native American Heritage Commission Sacred Lands Inventory 
(i.e. the proposed Gregory Canyon Landfill). 
 
Last Amended on 04/25/2011 

Oppose Watch  Support 

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=sb_589&sess=1112&house=B�
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=sb_771&sess=1112&house=B�
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=sb_833&sess=1112&house=B�
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Bill ID/Topic Location Summary SWANA 

Position 
LCC 

Position 
CAW 

Position 
NCRA 
Position 

SB 841 
Wolk D 
 
Solid waste: 
enterprises: 
contracts. 

Signed by Governor  10/9/11 

Passed Senate 39-0 (on Consent 
Calendar) on 5/23/11 

Passed Assembly 76-0 on 8/25/11 

Senate concurred in amendments 
38-0 on 8/30/11 

Would prohibit the enforcement of an indemnity obligation that requires a solid 
waste enterprise to defend and hold harmless the local agency in connection 
with the local agency’s imposition of fees, charges, levies, exactions, or 
assessments that are found to violate Prop 218 or Prop 26. Would apply to an 
ordinance, contract, franchise, license, permit, etc. put in place on or after July 
1, 2012. 
 
 
 
 
Last amended on 06/22/11 

Watch Neutral   

SB 909 
La Malfa R 
 
Treated wood 
waste: disposal. 

Signed by Governor  10/8/11 

Passed Senate 40-0 (on Consent 
Calendar) on 5/9/11 

Passed Assembly 77-0 on 9/6/11 

This bill specifies the Web site and phone number to be posted on warning 
signs at treated wood retailers and wholesalers and extends the sunset on the 
law concerning disposal of treated wood waste to 2018. 
 
 
 
Last amended on 04/13/11 

   Watch   

 

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=sb_841&sess=1112&house=B�
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-bin/postquery?bill_number=sb_909&sess=1112&house=B�
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