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RECYCLING AND WASTE REDUCTION COMMISSION MINUTES 

December 16, 2015 
Isaac Newton Senter Auditorium 

70 W. Hedding Street 
San Jose CA 95110 

Business Meeting at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Voting Members in Attendance   Representing 
Jim Griffith, City of Sunnyvale   SMaRT Station® Cities  
Michael F. Kotowski, City of Campbell  West Valley Cities 
Linda J. LeZotte, SCVWD    Santa Clara Valley Water District 
Teresa O’Neill, City of Santa Clara   Central County Cities  
Jan Pepper, City of Los Altos    Member at Large  
Mike Wasserman, County of Santa Clara  County of Santa Clara 
 
Voting Members Not in Attendance  Representing 
Manh Nguyen, City of San Jose   City of San Jose 
Greg Scharff, City of Palo Alto   Member at Large  
Rod Sinks, City of Cupertino    North County Cities 
Cat Tucker, City of Gilroy    South County Cities  
 
County Staff to the Commission 
Rob D’Arcy, Manager, TAC Administrator 
Lisa Rose, Commission Staff 

 
Others in Attendance 
Mark Bowers, City of Sunnyvale 
Anthony Eulo, City of Morgan Hill 
Michael Gross, Zanker Recycling 
Matt Krupp, City of Palo Alto 
Doug Muirhead, Morgan Hill resident 
Alana Rivadeneyra, City of San Jose  
Dave Staub, City of Santa Clara  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



December 16, 2015 RWRC Draft Minutes 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call 
The Vice-Chair called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.  Four Commissioners were present at start of the 
meeting so quorum was not attained. Because there was no quorum, some items were taken out of order. 
Two additional Commissioners arrived shortly thereafter, and quorum was then met.  
 
2. Food Rescue Update 
Tony Eulo noted that the Ad Hoc Food Rescue subcommittee has been hard at work. He presented three 
items currently in process: 1) there is a budget item coming up on the budget/workplan item that 
recommends funding of a Food Rescue Coordinator; 2) an RFP is being released for a person and/or 
organization for a Food Rescue Coordinator who would implement the recommendations from Food 
Shift’s report. There are a number of people and/or interested organizations. Staff hopes to have a 
recommended vendor in February; 3) another ad hoc subcommittee is in the process of planning a Food 
Rescue Forum to be held at San Jose State University’s Student Union on March 24. Chair Griffith has 
been asked to open the day’s event along with San Jose Mayor Sam Liccardo. The guest list will be 
selective in bringing together a number of agencies to create a Food Rescue Working Group and identify 
solutions to the many gaps identified in the Food Shift report. The Food Rescue Coordinator should be on 
board by then and will implement the recommendation in the report as well as those recommendations 
that come out of the Forum. 
 
Commissioner Kotowski said this is very timely as he had just recently heard a report on KGO about 
Glide Memorial handing out 5,500 bags of groceries and that the reporter mentioned the need for food 
rescue to help feed those in need. 
 
3. Update on Biomass and Assemblymember Gordon’s Select Committee Hearing in Palo Alto 
Michael Gross, representing Zanker Recycling, GreenWaste Recovery and Zero Waste Energy 
Development Company spoke about AB 590 regarding biomass. There are currently 24 biomass facilities 
in the state of California processing four million tons of feedstock and generating about 650 Megawatts of 
electricity. Six facilities have closed in the last two years and there are three more shutting down in 
January. Four more will be closing operations in September 2016.  This will cause more wood to go to 
landfill. The PUC needs to revamp the old contracts that require PG&E, SMUD and Edison to purchase 
electricity from these facilities and keep these plants open. Michael said he will ask the California 
Biomass Commission what they need and will let the Commission know once he learns the “ask.”  
 
Commissioner Pepper noted that biomass is not price-competitive with other types of energy. Michael 
acknowledged that biomass is about 8-12 cents per kilowatt while wind and solar are closer to 3 ½ to 4 ½ 
cents/kw. Biomass takes care of urban waste, agriculture and forestry waste. Without biomass facilities, 
those materials would require open burning. The biomass industry needs to work with the utilities to 
bridge this price to incentivize the use of biomass. 
 
4. Special Orders of the Day 
Chair Griffith presented retiring Recycling and Waste Reduction Division Manager, Rob D’Arcy, with a 
certificate highlighting Rob’s many contributions to the Commission and the cities within Santa Clara 
County.  
 
5. Public Presentations  
There were no public presentations.  
 
6. Consent Calendar 
There were no items for the Consent Calendar.  
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7. Approval of Minutes from October 28, 2015 RWRC Meeting 
Commissioner LeZotte motioned approval of the October 28 minutes. Commissioner Kotowski seconded. 
A vote was taken and the motion passed unanimously 
 
8. CY 2016 and CY 2017 NGO Selection for TAC 
The Commissioners were provided a staff report on the NGO selection process as well as letters of 
interest from a number of non-profit and for-profit organizations and one institution of higher learning for 
consideration. Rob noted that there were more organizations from the non-profit sector than in previous 
years. He also noted that he had confirmed with County Counsel ahead of time that if CPSC is selected to 
serve on the TAC as part of Commission action on Item #8 that there is no conflict of interest in him 
bringing forward the CPSC funding proposal later, on Item #10 of this agenda. The Chair suggested 
taking each category at a time and voting with a show of hands. There was a question with the for-profit 
organizations because there were two organizations and four people identified but only three seats. Lisa 
noted that the RWRC is to choose the organization and then the organization will then select the 
representative, and in most cases, the representatives had already been identified. A vote was taken on the 
for-profit organizations and Clara Mateo was selected for two seats and Silicon Valley Leadership Group 
was selected for the third seat. Commissioner Wasserman motioned approval, Commissioner O’Neill 
seconded and the motion passed. 
 
With regard to the non-profit organizations, there were seven letters submitted for no more than four 
seats. Commissioner LeZotte asked which of the organizations had served in the past. Rob noted that 
Acterra, California Resource Recovery Association (CRRA), League of Woman Voters and Sierra Club 
all had seats at TAC previously. The new candidates are the California Product Stewardship Council 
(CPSC), Clean Water Fund and San Jose Conservation Corp Charter Schools. After a show of hands, the 
non-profit organizations selected to serve on the TAC were the California Product Stewardship Council, 
Acterra, Clean Water Fund and Sierra Club. 
 
San Jose State University was the only submission for institutions of higher learning and was selected to 
serve. Each of these entities will serve as non-governmental agencies on the Technical Advisory 
Committee for two calendar years beginning January 2016. 
 
9. Proposed Annual Workplan and Budget 
Mark Bowers, Vice-Chair of the IC, presented the FY 2017 Workplan and Budget. He noted that the 
budget’s primary revenue source is landfill tipping fees and, as there has been a recent increase in 
disposed tonnage due to economic growth, there is currently a large fund balance. The proposed budget 
will maintain the current baseline programs administered by the County as well as address projects 
identified as RWRC and TAC priorities without making new, long-term, staffing or contracting 
commitments. Primary focus is in the areas of organics (food rescue/waste reduction), organics processing 
study and materials management.  The goal is to have a fund balance of $400-$500k per year at the end of 
the three-year budget cycle. 
 
Commissioner LeZotte asked about the amount noted for the Green Business Program. Rob explained that 
the Santa Clara Valley Water District had extended the current Agreement by a year and added additional 
monies for advertising. The District changed how they fund the Program and the County submitted a 
proposal for the Grants/Partnership Agreement.  At their December 8, 2015 meeting, the SCVWD Board 
of Directors approved $200k over a three year period and that is reflected in the future proposed budget. 
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Chair Griffith noted that the services and supplies numbers go up dramatically over the next three years 
and wanted to know the reason for this. Mark noted that this is due to the shift from internal staffing to 
external contracts such as the Composting Education Program and the proposed Food Rescue 
Coordinator. With no guarantee that tonnage will continue to rise, funding has been identified for short-
term projects that did not include longer term contractual staffing but rather contracts that could be 
amended or even terminated if there was no revenue to cover them. Commissioners were concerned about 
funding programs that would help those most in need (such as Food Rescue Coordinator) if funding was 
uncertain. It was noted that this project is to coordinate existing resources so that the infrastructure is in 
place reducing food waste while feeding those most in need. Part of that coordinator’s function is to 
identify other sources of sustainable funding beyond just the County. 
 
Commissioner LeZotte motioned approval of the FY 2017 workplan and budget. The motion was 
seconded by Supervisor Wasserman and passed unanimously. 
 
10. California Product Stewardship Council (CPSC) Contribution Request 
Rob stated that the staff report was included in Commissioners’ packets and that the RWRC three years 
prior had approved $8,000 to support the California Product Stewardship Council. The CPSC has played a 
major role in Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) that has led to many new initiatives and programs. 
Commissioner Pepper asked if this $10,000 being requested was included in the budget that was just 
approved and Rob explained this money would come from the Household Hazardous Waste budget and 
not from the Countywide Programs budget that was approved. Commissioner Wasserman motioned 
approval and Commissioner O’Neill seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
11. TAC Minutes 
There were no questions regarding the TAC minutes but Mark Bowers wanted to note Rob’s 
accomplishments since taking over the Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Program. He said that when 
Sunnyvale ran its own HHW Program it cost about $120 per car. When Rob began providing the same 
service through the Countywide HHW program, the price dropped to about $60 per car immediately and 
has stayed there (or lower) ever since. Rob has been a good example of being thrifty in the use of public 
funds. 
 
12. Announcements and Future Agenda Items 
The 2016 RWRC meeting schedule and roster were included in the packet and will be approved at the 
February 24, 2016 meeting. 
 
Chair Griffith noted that the City of Sunnyvale voted 7-0 to join Silicon Valley Clean Energy along with 
Cupertino and believes the County, Los Altos, and other cities within Santa Clara County will be joining 
as well. He further noted that while greenhouse gas reductions are not technically within the purview of 
the Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission, he does see it tie in through environmental 
sustainability. Mark noted that one of the proposed projects is materials management that speaks to this 
issue in that it would look at the way products are designed, transported, and disposed – so there is a 
relationship between GHG reductions and waste.  
 
13. Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:25p.m. 
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