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RECYCLING AND WASTE REDUCTION COMMISSION MINUTES 

February 22, 2010 
1553 Berger Drive, San Jose, CA 95112 
Building 1, 2nd Floor Conference Room 

Business Meeting at 5:15 p.m. 
 
Voting Members in Attendance  Representing 
Ronit Bryant, City of Mountain View Member at Large – All Jurisdictions 
Kansen Chu, City of San Jose City of San Jose 
Jim Griffith, City of Sunnyvale Mountain View, Palo Alto, Sunnyvale 
Rosemary Kamei, SCVWD Santa Clara Valley Water District   
Jamie McLeod, City of Santa Clara Milpitas, Santa Clara  
Cat Tucker, City of Gilroy Morgan Hill, Gilroy 
Kris Wang, City of Cupertino Cupertino, Los Altos, Los Altos Hills 
Curtis Wright, City of Monte Sereno Member at Large – All Jurisdictions 
Ken Yeager, County of Santa Clara County of Santa Clara 
 
Voting Members Not in Attendance Representing 
Evan Low, City of Campbell Campbell, Los Gatos, Monte Sereno, Saratoga 
 
County Staff to the Commission 
Elizabeth Constantino, Integrated Waste Management Division 
Kevin O’Day, Department of Agriculture and Environmental Management 
Lisa Rose, Integrated Waste Management Division 

 
Others in Attendance 
Jill Boone, Office of the County Executive   
Mark Bowers, City of Sunnyvale 
Rob D’Arcy, Household Hazardous Waste Program 
Zachary DeVine, County Integrated Waste Management Division 
Cheri Donnelly, City of Cupertino 
Anthony Eulo, City of Morgan Hill 
Rene Eyerly, City of Palo Alto  
Karen Gissibl, City of Sunnyvale 
Skip Lacaze, City of San Jose 
Mary Lindemuth, City of Sunnyvale 
Donna Marencia, Heart of the Valley 
Heidi Melander, Sierra Club 
Trish Mulvey, Santa Clara Basin Watershed Management Initiative 
Glorian Quigley, Heart of the Valley 
Sarah Smith, County Integrated Waste Management Division 
Lori Topley, City of Mountain View 
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1. Call to Order/Introductions 
Chair McLeod called the meeting to order at 5:20 p.m.  She welcomed new Commissioner Jim Griffith from 
City of Sunnyvale who is representing the SMaRT Station Cities.  Nine Commissioners were present and 
quorum was met. All present introduced themselves. 
 
2. Approval of December, 2009 Minutes 
Ken Yeager moved to approve the December 2009 meeting minutes.  The motion was seconded by Cat Tucker.  
Jim Griffith and Rosemary Kamei abstained and all other voting members present approve the motion. 
 
3. Public Presentations 
There were no Public Presentations. 
 
4. Heart of the Valley Update 
Glorian Quigley provided a brief update on the actions taken by Heart of the Valley Services for Seniors 
Programs since her earlier presentation in August 2009.  In addition to assisting seniors in the collection of 
household hazardous waste, Heart of the Valley is now collecting pharmaceuticals from seniors as well.  The 
pilot program was extended through the end of March.  Along with Heart of the Valley volunteers, a plain 
clothes policeman in an unmarked car arrives at seniors’ homes to collect the pharmaceuticals.  Since the 
program began, they have served 11 households and collected 55 controlled substances. Heart of the Valley was 
seeking an endorsement of strong support for continuing to expand their service to seniors throughout the 
County.   Ken Yeager motioned to formally endorse the Services for Seniors Program.  It was seconded by Cat 
Tucker and passed unanimously.  Chair McLeod presented Heart of the Valley with a commendation for their 
service. 
 
5. TAC Minutes 
There were no comments on the TAC minutes that had been included in Commissioner’s packets.  
 
6. AB 939 Reauthorization/Budget 
Elizabeth Constantino presented information on the Countywide budget and the process for 
reauthorizing the AB 939 fee.  TAC recommends no increase in the AB 939 fee for FY 2010-11.  
Commissioner Bryant questioned the decrease in the Public Education budget for FY 2010-11 and 
Elizabeth explained there was a 12% decrease in tonnage in FY 2008-09 over the previous fiscal year 
that had a major impact on revenue.  Cuts to this budget will limit public outreach to just $30,000 to 
complete the Godbe Research study that was commissioned three years ago.  Staff will attempt to 
backfill the lack of public education resources by collaborating with other jurisdictions and will also 
seek out other regional partnership opportunities. Commissioner Wright encouraged the County to 
contact the West Valley Cities who have set aside between $5,000 and $10,000 for public education and 
outreach and to look for opportunities to collaborate or leverage some of those funds.  Commissioner 
Yeager motioned to approve the proposed Countywide budget and to reauthorize the AB939 fee at the 
current rate of $4.88 per ton for FY 2010-11.  Cat Tucker seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
7. Overview of Countywide Programs 
Lisa Rose asked if the Commission had any follow up questions on the Countywide Programs document 
that she’d included in the packet.  There were no questions. 
 
8. Presentation on Zero Waste 
Jill Boone gave a presentation on Zero Waste emphasizing that Zero Waste begins with managing 
materials upstream to reduce the downstream impact. This includes materials management from the 
extraction of raw materials to the energy and water used in production of these materials. Zero waste 
also includes extended producer responsibility and environmentally preferred purchasing. Jill also 
presented the 12 Guiding Principles for Zero Waste Vision for Santa Clara County and the Zero Waste 
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Action Plan highlighting 18 policies and practices that can be adopted over the next ten years.  A 
lengthy discussion followed the presentation.  While the Commission agreed with the Zero Waste 
Vision, Action Plan and related documents in concept, many Commissioners expressed concern about 
how they would best communicate these concepts to their city councils.  They asked that the Zero Waste 
Ad Hoc subcommittee revisit the ZW Vision, revise it into one, marketable sentence and provide a few 
bite sized policies that a jurisdiction can more easily digest.  It was suggested that the revised version 
have a menu of items that a jurisdiction can implement that also includes proven examples of past 
successes.  Additionally, the revised version should include what a jurisdiction can do and how single 
family residents, multi-family dwellings (MFD) and businesses can be engaged in the process. 
 
Commission Chair McLeod noted that the many comments from Commissioners indicated the RWRC’s 
enthusiasm for developing a regional approach to achieve Zero Waste.  
 
The Chair then read aloud a letter from Commissioner Low who was unable to attend the night’s Commission 
meeting.  In the letter, Commissioner Low commended the TAC and its ad-hoc sub-committee for their work in 
developing the Zero Waste 2020 Vision Statement, Guiding Principles and Action Plan. He believes adopting 
these documents and referring them to the cities and County will not only bring greater focus to the benefits of a 
zero waste society, but also provide all jurisdictions with a common platform upon which to develop their 
community-specific zero waste plans and principles. Additionally, he suggests that the Commission request 
staff to explore how we might also take a more active role in developing regional strategies and solutions to the 
problem of litter in the region, including engaging the right stakeholders. Developing an effective action plan to 
address the problem of litter, particularly along our highways and in our waterways, will require the same sort 
of leadership and visioning that has crafted our Zero Waste 2020 Vision Statement.   
 
Commissioner McLeod also noted that Commissioners Low and Yeager will be co-hosting a Trash Summit on 
May 10 in Campbell. 
 
Trish Mulvey, co-chair of Santa Clara Basin Watershed Management spoke and gave her support for both Zero 
Waste and the Zero Litter Initiative (ZLI) hosted by the Water Management Initiative, specifically as they relate 
to litter and how the two groups can better collaborate.  She noted the Regional Water Quality Control Board 
issued a municipal Stormwater permit and the ZLI was focused on looking at gaps in service.  There are several 
entities currently addressing litter issues including the Santa Clara Valley Water District, Santa Clara Valley 
Urban Pollution Prevention Program (SCVURPPP), the Silicon Valley Anti-Litter Campaign, and other anti-
litter advocates. 
 
Commissioner McLeod asked the Zero Waste Ad Hoc subcommittee members if they had incorporated Rick 
Mauck’s comments into the document and was told that his comments had been considered but not all had been 
incorporated. 
 
Commissioner Tucker motioned to adopt the Zero Waste Vision in concept but asked that the Zero Waste Ad 
Hoc subcommittee come back with a tighter product. Commissioners expressed an interest in having a phased 
approach, similar to the green building ordinance that is user-friendly.  Commissioner McLeod asked that the 
new ZW Vision be more general with a higher level overall policy.  Commissioner Bryant seconded the motion 
and it passed unanimously. 
 
9. Expanded Polystyrene Update (EPS) 
Lisa Rose stated that a report and matrix were included in Commissioners packets and that neither the 
TAC nor the Source Reduction and Recycling (SRR) subcommittee had addressed this issue yet.  
Commissioner McLeod asked that staff return with a timeline for addressing EPS at the next RWRC 
meeting.  Ed McGovern from the American Chemistry Council stated there were two California 
companies who will accept clean polystyrene and are anxious to receive more of it.  Commissioner 



RWRC 2-22-2010 Meeting Minutes 
 

Page 4 

McLeod read letters from DART Corporation, Timbron and NEPCO that supported Mr. McGovern’s 
position and entered them into the record.  The RWRC accepted the report. 
 
10. Announcements/Future Agenda Items 
Lisa Rose announced that the Great American Litter Pick Up is scheduled for Saturday, March 20.  The 
County, Cities of San Jose, Campbell and are all holding events on this day.  Other jurisdictions were 
doing similar events in upcoming months.  Commissioner Chu challenged everyone to motivate at least 
20 people in their jurisdiction to pick up litter on March 20. 
 
Commissioner McLeod said her presentation to the Cities Association resulted in a recommendation 
being forwarded to all the Santa Clara County mayors and city managers and to the Board of 
Supervisors. 
 
Trish Mulvey asked about Commissioner Low’s request about addressing litter and was told that it sounded as 
if there were already regional strategies in place and that the WMI and ZLI were stepping in to coordinate on 
litter issues. 
 
11. Adjournment 
Commissioner Yeager moved to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Tucker seconded.  The motion passed 
unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 
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