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RECYCLING AND WASTE REDUCTION COMMISSION MINUTES 

February 24, 2021 
Virtual Meeting at 5:30 p.m. 

 
Voting Members in Attendance   Representing  
Susan M. Landry, City of Campbell, Chair  Member-at-Large 
Kathy Watanabe, City of Santa Clara, Vice-Chair Central County Cities 
Mary-Lynne Bernald, City of Saratoga  West Valley Cities 
Liang Chao, City of Cupertino   North County Cities    
Larry Klein, City of Sunnyvale   SMaRT Station® Cities 
Pam Foley, City of San Jose    City of San Jose 
Otto Lee, County of Santa Clara   County of Santa Clara 
 
Voting Members Not in Attendance  Representing 
Linda J. LeZotte, SCVWD, Vice-Chair  Santa Clara Valley Water District 
Anthony Phan, City of Milpitas   City of Milpitas 
Fred Tovar, City of Gilroy    South County Cities 
 
County Staff to the Commission 
Clifton Chew, Commission Staff 
Jason Ino, Commission Staff 
Michele Young, Commission Staff 
 
Others in Attendance 
Jacquie Borges  
Andrew Bunij 
Matthew Burge  
Tony Eulo, Cities Gilroy and Morgan Hill 
Maile Gabriel, SJSU Student 
Alan Ha, City of Milpitas  
Karin Hickey, City of Santa Clara 
Myvan Khuu-Seeman, City of Milpitas  
Christophe LaBelle 
Elaine Marshall, City of Milpitas 
Urvish Mehta  
Eleanor Morgan  
Doug Muuirhead 
Jeff Nabhan, Clara-Mateo 
Sierra Nguyen  
Bruce Olszewski, SJSU 
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Michelle Osorio, Supervisor Lee’s Office 
Edna Padilla  
Sandy Runyan  
Vineet Saksena  
Dave Staub, City of Santa Clara 
Jay Snyder  
Vincent Tran  
Donna Thurmon, City of San Jose 
Allison Young 
Wenyu Yu  
 
1. Call to Order and Roll Call 

Chair Landry called the meeting to order at 5:31 p.m.  There was a quorum of seven present at the 
meeting.   

 
2. Special Orders of the Day 

Chair Landry extended a warm welcome to the new Commissioners:  Liang Chao, Otto Lee, and 
Larry Klein.  
Michele Young introduced County Staff: Clifton Chew and Jason Ino as well as the new IC Chair, 
Elaine Marshall. 
 

3. Public Presentations  
There were no public presentations. 

 
4. Approve Consent Calendar 

Commissioner Foley made a motion to approve the Consent Calendar. Commissioner Watanabe 
seconded the motion, and a roll call vote was conducted.  All voting members present voted to 
approve the motion. 

 
5. Election of Officers 

Commissioner Foley made a motion for Commissioner Landry to be the Chair.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Klein and a roll call vote was conducted.  All voting members present 
voted to approve the motion. 
Commissioner Landry made a motion for Commissioner Watanabe to be the Vice-Chair.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Bernald and a roll call vote was conducted.  All voting 
members present voted to approve the motion. 

 
6. Recycling and Waste Reduction Division FY22 Proposed Budget 

Michele Young gave a brief background on the Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission 
(RWRC), letting members know it was established to advise city councils and the Board of 
Supervisors (BOS) on solid waste issues.  The RWRC is advised through a Memorandum of 
Agreement (MOA) establishing the Implementation Committee (IC) and the Technical Advisory 
Committee (TAC) which are comprised of staff from all the jurisdictions, County, Valley Water, and 
also including NGOs (TAC only) as voting members.  The County levies and collects Solid Waste 
Planning Fee (SWPF) on each ton disposed within and send out of County for disposal.  These 
Countywide funds are used to fund activities in the budget that are established through the workplan 
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developed by IC and TAC.  The budget and workplan is then brought to the RWRC for review and 
approval to recommend the budget be adopted by the BOS as part of the County’s budget process.  
The budget process starts in October, and  after discussions among IC members, this budget was 
approved by the IC at it’s January 14, 2021 meeting, and recommended for approval by the 
Commission.    
Elaine Marshall, IC Chair, presented the FY22 budget, including past expenditures from FY20, the 
current budget for FY21 and the recommended budget for FY22 and future budget year (FY23).  
The budget also shows the FY 22 staffing changes due to the TAC Administrator and Contracting 
Agent being  transferred  from the County to the City of Morgan Hill starting July 1, 2021.  The final 
section of the budget shows the contracts budgeted in FY22.  There are items for Edible Food Waste 
Recovery and outreach related to SB1383. 
 Question:  For the current budget year, what is the JVSV $80K and Second Harvest $120K? 
Answer:  Michele Young responded that JVSV is being contracted to support and develop an edible 
food recovery program while Second Harvest is being contracted to assist with the purchase of a 
refrigerated truck to pilot a perishable food distribution program. 
Question: What is the timeframe for those items to be reported back? 
Answer:  Michele Young said both of those contracts will be completed in FY 21 and IC should get 
a mid year report back from them in March.  She wanted to point out that in FY22 there are a couple 
of items on Food Rescue that have not been allocated to specific contractors.  IC determined a need 
in this area but the contract has not been executed yet. 
Tony Eulo added that this year’s budget process did not contemplate any additional proposals due to 
several issues including COVID and the County transition out of the TAC Administrator and 
Contract Agent roles.  Regarding items like food rescue, we are still learning about the 1383 
requirements including attendance of multiple online webinars still taking place on implementation 
of SB 1383. 
Question: What is the Sports Outreach Partnership and why is there only funding in one year. 
Answer:  Michele Young explained that the Shark’s agreement was entered into with the City of San 
Jose. The City of San Jose has an agreement with the Sharks to do a variety of outreach pieces.  TAC 
leveraged the San Jose agreement by adding some funding to their agreement. The expenditure in the 
budget represents a three year agreement with the funding provided up front the first year.  The TAC 
Public Education and Outreach Subcommittee is providing input on the outreach from the Sharks for 
all three years. 
Question:  What happed to the Second Harvest truck? 
Answer:  Second Harvest purchased  the truck and they will use it to assist with the perishable food 
capacity analysis that is needed to be done under SB1383. 
Commissioner Foley made a motion to accept the budget forward a favorable recommendation to 
BOS.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Klein and a roll call vote was conducted.  All 
voting members present voted to approve the motion. 

7. Shipping Cardboard – Request for Information 
Chair Landry explained this item was requested to assist explaining cardboard recycling to her 
mother and others who get lots of deliveries but needs more incentive to recycle them all. 
Maile Gabriel, SJSU student, gave a PowerPoint presentation on Shipping Cardboard. 
Michele Young clarified that there is no incineration at landfills in Santa Clara County. 
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Question:  What are the costs? 
Answer:  Maile Gabriel responded that she the shipping industry makes $319M worth of cardboard 
annually.  She couldn’t find the cost for a single box but information by tons on the soft timber that 
would be used.  An estimation would include the famers for their land, stripping of the bark, taxation 
of SO2 emissions, processing (washing and chemical treatments) the cost of one ton of cardboard 
roughly in hundred thousand range.   
Question:  What about reusable boxes?  
Answer: Maile Gabriel said the cost would increase due to additional transportation of pick up and 
distribution. 
Question:  Concern about wood treated with chemicals. 
Answer:  Maile Gabriel said the wood is broken down at the mill.  Bruce Olszewski explained the 
problem with used wood is markets.  He mentioned that pressure treated wood legislation was 
vetoed last year but was being considered this year.  
Chair Landry said the reuse of wood chips is now being accepted in many areas. 
Question:  What about pizza boxes? 
Answer: Michele Young said it was considered contaminated for recycling back into cardboard due 
to the oils,  but that pizza boxes can be composted. 
Commissioner Klein said there are some small scale operations that are reusing containers and hopes 
it can be adopted to the larger chains. 
Question:  Should box sizes be standardized? 
Answer:  Maile Gabriel said people should utilize the recycling system of their municipalities and 
make sure the material is clean.  Some manufactures are sizing their boxes specifically for their 
products so there is less packaging overall. 
Bruce Olszewski commented that extended producer responsibility (EPR) is the best solution for this 
by making the manufactures responsible for their products.   
It was mentioned that plastic campaign signs could be repurposed for insulation in bee keeping. 
It was also noted that wet cardboard could be laid down and overlayed with dirt to suppress weeds. 
Question:  Are there jurisdictions that have legislation that deals with cardboard to ensure they get 
recycled? 
Answer:  Michele Young said all jurisdiction in Santa Clara County accept old corrugated cardboard 
(occ).  She did want to stress that it did have to be clean and dry otherwise it would be considered 
contaminated.  The County has a website that lists how to recycle right for each County jurisdiction.  
RecycleStuff.org is a searchable database at San Jose State that can customers find information on 
where to find companies who will recycle a variety of different materials.   

8. Announcements/Future Agenda Item  
There were no announcements. 
 

9. Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:58 in memorial to those that had died from COVID. 

 
 

https://www.sccgov.org/sites/rwr/Pages/RecycleRight.aspx
https://www.recyclestuff.org/
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Consent Calendar – Items will be considered under Item No. 4. Items removed from the 
consent calendar will be considered at the end of the regular agenda.  

 
10. Approval of Minutes from February 26, 2020 RWRC Meeting* 

11. Review approved Implementation Committee (IC) Minutes from August 13, September 10, 
October 8 and October 22, 2020 IC meetings 

12. Review approved Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Minutes from August, September, 
and October 2020 TAC meetings 
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