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RECYCLING AND WASTE REDUCTION COMMISSION MINUTES 

February 28, 2011 
Isaac Newton Senter Auditorium 

70 West Hedding Street, San Jose CA 
Business Meeting at 5:15 p.m. 

 
Voting Members in Attendance   Representing 
Ronit Bryant, City of Mountain View  Member at Large – All Jurisdictions 
Kansen Chu, City of San Jose    City of San Jose 
Jim Griffith, City of Sunnyvale   Mountain View, Palo Alto, Sunnyvale 
Linda LeZotte, SCVWD    Santa Clara Valley Water District   
Evan Low, City of Campbell    Campbell, Los Gatos, Monte Sereno, Saratoga 
Jamie McLeod, City of Santa Clara   Milpitas, Santa Clara  
Mike Wasserman, County of Santa Clara  County of Santa Clara 
 
Voting Members Not in Attendance  Representing 
Susan Garner, City of Monte Sereno   Member at Large – All Jurisdictions 
Cat Tucker, City of Gilroy    Morgan Hill, Gilroy 
Kris Wang, City of Cupertino    Cupertino, Los Altos, Los Altos Hills 
 
County Staff to the Commission 
Elizabeth Constantino, Integrated Waste Management Division 
Rob D’Arcy, Household Hazardous Waste Program 
Kevin O’Day, Director, Department of Agriculture and Environmental Management 
Lisa Rose, Integrated Waste Management Division 

 
Others in Attendance 
Mark Bowers, City of Sunnyvale 
Matt Cucuzza, Ed McGovern’s Office 
Art Diosdado, SJSU Student 
Cheri Donnelly, City of Cupertino 
Anthony Eulo, City of Morgan Hill 
Skip Lacaze, City of San Jose 
Kevin Luu, SJSU Student 
Bruce Olszewski, SJSU Environmental Studies 
 

 



 

1. Call to Order and Introductions 
Chair McLeod called the meeting together at 5:18 p.m.  She welcomed new Commissioners 
Wasserman and LeZotte representing the County Board of Supervisors and Santa Clara Valley 
Water District respectively.  All present introduced themselves.  Only five Commissioners were 
present and quorum was not met at the start of the meeting.  The Chair requested that items be heard 
out of order until quorum was met.  Commissioner Chu arrived at 5:35 and quorum was met. 

 
2. Public Presentation (3-minute limit)  

There were no public presentations 
 
3. Home Composting Education Program Report Back  
 Elizabeth Constantino reported that she was making a report back on the Home Composting 

Program workshop attendance.  At one time the RWRC approved charging for weekend workshops.  
After six months of charging for workshops, the number of attendees had dramatically decreased.  
At the June 6, 2010 Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission (RWRC) Meeting the Commission 
gave approval to Integrated Waste Management to discontinue charging a materials fee for weekend 
composting and Bay Friendly workshops in hope of increasing attendance. 

 
Compared to weekend workshops held prior to June 20, 2010, free classes saw a per workshop 
increase of: 

• 10.8 pre registrations – 19.1 to 29.9 
• 11.9 actual attendees – 13.5 to 25.4 
• 7.6 walk-ins – 1.9 to 9.5 

 
Chair McLeod asked if waiving the workshop fee is sustainable given the uncertain budget times all 
local government is experiencing and if any other countywide programs would suffer as a result of 
eliminating the fee.  Elizabeth replied that all the Programs have been budgeted for the coming fiscal 
year and nothing would suffer as a result and that the Home Composting Education Program is 
integral to reaching countywide division goals. 
 
Elizabeth also reminded Commissioners that the Master Composter graduation and volunteer 
recognition will take place Wednesday March 9 at 6:30 p.m. and that all Commissioners have been 
invited. 

 
4. TAC Minutes  

2011 TAC Chair Skip Lacaze noted that TAC minutes were in Commissioners’ packets and that he 
was available to answer any questions. He noted that the December RWRC draft minutes reflected 
that the RWRC had not heard the verbal report from the previous TAC Chair at their December 
meeting and the item was dropped due to lack of time.  Commissioners had no questions of staff. 

 
5. Update on Expanded Polystyrene (EPS) Food and Beverage Containers 

Lisa Rose gave a brief update about the status of the Source Reduction and Recycling (SRR) 
Subcommittee’s work with regard to expanded polystyrene (EPS) food and beverage containers.  
She noted that the subcommittee’s focus would be specifically on foam food and beverage 
containers and not on rigid polystyrene or utensils unless otherwise directed by the Commission.  
Many of the SRR Subcommittee members had attended various workshops and received more 



 

information about EPS including model ordinances, the issues with alternative containers and which 
cities and counties have already adopted ordinances.  Commissioner LeZotte noted that the Water 
District has a strong interest in keeping trash, especially polystyrene, out of the creeks.  
Commissioner LeZotte motioned to accept the report and Commissioner Wasserman seconded.  All 
voted unanimously to accept the report. 
 

6. Reauthorization of the AB 939 Implementation Fee  
Rob D’Arcy provided background about the AB939 Implementation Fee and how it supports the 
Household Hazardous Waste Program in which residents can drop off items that are prohibited from 
the landfill.  Rob requested that the fee be reauthorized at its current level of $4.10 per ton.  
Commissioner LeZotte motioned to reauthorize the fee at the current level.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Griffith.  The motion was approved unanimously. 
   

7. Arroyo Organizational Study 
Elizabeth Constantino noted that a staff report was included in Commissioners’ packets and that a 
link to the full Arroyo Organizational Study had been included.  She asked that the RWRC direct the 
TAC and staff to begin developing a scope of services for moving forward.  She will make regular 
progress reports to the Commission.  The recommendation of the organizational study is that the 
County and TAC members create a better understanding of the roles and responsibilities of city and 
County staff to better meet goals and intentions.  Areas of focus include the costs of running 
countywide programs, the decision making processes, improved communications and eventually 
move to a Memorandum of Agreement or Memorandum of Understanding that all TAC members 
would agree upon. 
 
Organizational Study Ad Hoc Subcommittee Chair Mark Bowers pointed to the Key Issues and 
Concerns of the report from pages 26 and 27 as areas of focus, as well as the Organizational Criteria 
from pages 71-72 of the report.  TAC is composed of solid waste professionals from each city and 
the County, representatives of the private solid waste industry, business, and representatives of 
interested community organizations, but it is only the governmental agencies that fund TAC’s 
activities through solid waste planning fees.  Mark also noted that on Page 73 the Org Study 
described five models of organizations that might work for TAC. 
 
Commissioner Wasserman asked how much the Organizational Study cost and how many companies 
responded to the RFP.  Elizabeth responded that the service agreement was approximately $31,000.  
An RFP had been issued in May 2009 and four proposals were received.  Arroyo Associates, Inc. 
was the selected vendor.  Commissioner Wasserman asked who would be putting together the cost 
benefit analysis and Mark responded that the Ad Hoc Committee would look at the lowest cost 
option of the five models which is to identify roles and responsibilities of TAC members and 
develop MOU or MOA. 
 
Commissioner McLeod stated this is a great opportunity to review and clarify roles of the City reps, 
County reps, and asked if the NGO’s, haulers, contractors, etc. would be included in the 
development of the MOU/MOAs.  Mark responded that they would be included to some degree. 
 



 

The next step in the process will be to have the Organizational Study Ad Hoc subcommittee meet 
and identify the key roles and responsibilities of TAC members and the make-up of the voting 
membership.  Elizabeth stated that the budget includes funds reserved for a facilitator. 
 
Elizabeth noted that in their debriefing to TAC, Arroyo Associates complimented the group on the 
fact that TAC members are able sit around a table and come to consensus despite varying opinions 
and diversity of thought and move to a positive outcome and that is not always the case with groups 
of this size. 
 
Commissioner Griffith asked whether city or County staff will be drafting the MOU/MOA.  Mark 
noted that this demonstrates the dual role of the County – one as the unincorporated area of the 
County and one as administrative staff handling the actual work in response to the Commission.  
Commissioner Griffith noted that it is his understanding that TAC, like the RWRC, is advisory in 
nature and expressed concern that city staff were being drawn upon to complete work and duties that 
he believes to be the role of County staff.  Elizabeth responded that TAC members have great 
historical knowledge, perspective on specific topics within their own jurisdictions and contribute to 
staff reports but doesn’t feel they are being over utilized.  They choose to serve on certain 
subcommittees and give input that reflects their own city’s demographic and political realities.   
 
Commissioner Wasserman noted that from his perspective he wants to be sure there is enough staff 
to provide services and questioned whether it was a good use of funds to further explore the 
organizational structure of the TAC.  Commissioner McLeod responded that more discussion on the 
roles and responsibilities of TAC members is needed to clarify workload and mandates.  
Commissioner Bryant motioned to direct the TAC and staff to begin developing a scope of services 
for moving forward and to make regular progress reports to the Commission. Commissioner LeZotte 
seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 

8. Commissioner’s Stipend Review 
Chair McLeod brought this item forward and wanted to make it clear this was initiated by a 
Commissioner and was not staff driven.  She asked that the RWRC consider recommending to the 
Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors that the stipend for attending RWRC meetings be waived.  
The stipend currently received by Commissioners is not consistent with other County commissions 
and she recommends waiving the stipend, especially in these dire economic times.  Commissioner 
LeZotte asked where the funding for Commission stipends comes from and was told it is from the 
Countywide Program budget, not the General Fund– approximately $3,000 per year.  Commissioner 
Griffith said he volunteered to be on the Commission and feels somewhat guilty for taking a stipend 
and believes it would be good leadership to waive the stipend.  Commissioner Bryant said there is no 
reason why this commission should be any different from any other County commission.  
Commissioner LeZotte moved to recommend to the Board of Supervisors that they amend the 
bylaws and waive the stipend from now on. Commissioner Wasserman seconded the motion and it 
passed unanimously. 
 

9. RWRC Meeting Date 
Chair McLeod reported that the Commission meeting dates had been moved from the fourth 
Wednesday of even-numbered months to the last Monday of even-numbered months to 
accommodate a former Commissioner.  At the time, one Commissioner had expressed some 



 

reluctance about Mondays as their City Council met on some Mondays. Commissioners also 
discussed meeting at the Santa Clara Valley Water District in the event that Isaac Newton Senter 
Auditorium was not available on prospective Wednesdays.  After some discussion Commissioner 
Wasserman moved to keep the meetings on the last Monday of even-numbered months at Isaac 
Newton Senter Auditorium for the remainder of the calendar year.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Griffith and passed unanimously. 
 
It was agreed that the RWRC would revisit the question of meeting dates for the next calendar year 
very soon to allow Commissioners to reserve space on their individual calendars for RWRC 
meetings in 2012. 

 
10. Approval of Minutes from December 13, 2010 RWRC Meeting 

Commissioner Griffith motioned to accept the minutes from the December 13, 2010 Recycling and 
Waste Reduction Commission.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Bryant.  
Commissioners LeZotte and Wasserman abstained and the motion passed. 

 
11. Announcements/Future Agenda Items 

Lisa Rose noted that the April 25 meeting will include a presentation by Heidi Sanborn of the 
California Product Stewardship Council who will discuss Extended Producer Responsibility as it 
relates to Zero Waste.  Another update on polystyrene will be given at the April meeting. 
 
Commissioner Griffith noted that the City of Sunnyvale expects to ban polystyrene food and 
beverage containers sometime this year. 
 

12. Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:15. 
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