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County of Santa Clara 
RECYCLING AND WASTE REDUCTION COMMISSION OF SANTA CLARA COUNTY  
Environmental Resources Agency 
Department of Agriculture and Resource Management 
Integrated Waste Management Division 
 
1553 Berger Drive, Bldg. 1 
San Jose, California  95112   
(408) 282-3180  FAX (408) 282-3188  
www.ReduceWaste.org 

Commissioners:  Jamie McLeod, Chair; Ronit Bryant, Kansen Chu, Susan Garner, Jim Griffith, Linda J. LeZotte, Evan Low,  
 Cat Tucker, Kris Wang, Mike Wasserman 
 

 
RECYCLING AND WASTE REDUCTION COMMISSION MEETING AGENDA 

(*Denotes item on which action may be taken) 
DATE:  Monday, February 28, 2011 
TIME:  5:15 P.M. 
LOCATION:  Isaac Newton Senter Auditorium, 70 West Hedding Street, San Jose, CA 95110 

PLEASE NOTE LOCATION CHANGE!!! 
 
COMMUTE ALTERNATIVES: The Board of Supervisors encourages the use of commute alternatives including 
bicycles, carpooling, and hybrid vehicles. Public transit access is available to and from the Berger Drive Facility, 1553 Berger 
Drive, Building 1, San Jose, California by VTA bus lines 66. For trip planning information, contact the VTA Customer Service 
Department at 408-321-2300 Monday through Friday between the hours of 6:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., and on Saturday from 7:30 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. Schedule information is also available on the web at www.vta.org.  Bicycle parking racks are available in the front of 
Buildings 1 and 2. 
 
1. Call to Order and Introductions; Welcome Commissioners Wasserman and LeZotte; presentation 

of certificates to outgoing Commissioners   

2. Approval of Minutes from December 13, 2010 RWRC Meeting*   

3. Public Presentation (3-minute limit) 
This item is reserved for persons desiring to address the Commission on any matter not on this agenda. For members of the public 
who wish to address the Commission on any item not listed on the agenda this would be the appropriate time. The Chair will call 
individuals in turn. Speakers are limited to three (3) minutes. The Commission is not permitted action or extended discussion of 
any item not on the agenda except under special circumstances. If Commission action is requested, the Commission may place the 
matter on a future agenda. All statements that require a response will be referred to staff for reply in writing. 

4. Reauthorization of the AB 939 Implementation Fee*  (time sensitive)    5 minutes 
Presenter: Rob D’Arcy, Program Manager, County Household Hazardous Waste Program 
TAC Recommendation: Accept report 

5. Arroyo Organizational Study*         20 minutes 
Presenter:  Mark Bowers 
TAC formed an ad hoc subcommittee to discuss next steps and will be bringing a recommendation forward at 
a later date. 
TAC Recommendation:  Accept report and provide further direction to TAC 

6. Update on Expanded Polystyrene (EPS) Food and Beverage Containers*    5 minutes 
Presenter: Cheri Donnelly, Chair Source Reduction and Recycling Subcommittee 
A brief oral update from the Source Reduction and Recycling Subcommittee 
TAC Recommendation:  Accept report and provide further direction if needed 

- continued on next page - 

http://www.vta.org/�


 

7. Commissioner’s Stipend Review*– report included in Commission packets    10 minutes 
Presenter:  Jamie McLeod 
Follow up discussion on current stipend paid to Commissioners  
No TAC Recommendation 
 
8. RWRC Meeting Date*           5 minutes 
Presenter:  Jamie McLeod  
Commission meetings were moved from Wednesdays to Mondays to accommodate a Commissioner’s 
schedule.  Consider moving back to Wednesday evenings in 2012. 
No TAC Recommendation 
 
9. Home Composting Report Back – report included in Commission packets     3 minutes 
Presenter: Elizabeth Constantino 
As requested by the RWRC in June 2010, a brief update of the Home Composting Education Program 
weekend workshop attendance since the program discontinued the practice of charging for workshops.   
No action required – report back only  
 
10. TAC Minutes           5 minutes  
Presenter: Skip Lacaze, Chair, Technical Advisory Committee 
Approved December 2010 and January 2011 TAC meeting minutes included in packet 
No action required – informational item only 

11. Announcements/Future Agenda Items*       5 minutes 
 12th Amendment to the NDFE (April 2011) 
 Presentation on Extended Producer Responsibility (April 2011) 

 
12. Adjournment 

Next Meeting:    Monday, April 25, 2011 at 5:15 p.m. 
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AGENDA ITEM #4 

Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission 
 

February 28, 2011 
Action Item 

                                 
 
DATE:  February 28, 2011 

 
TO:  Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission 

 
FROM:  Technical Advisory Committee 

 
SUBJECT: Reauthorization of AB 939 Implementation Fee 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
Forward a favorable recommendation to the County of Santa Clara Board of Supervisors to reauthorize the 
Countywide AB 939 Implementation Fee at its current level of $4.10 per ton for a term of one (1) year and 
approve the Agency Agreement for Countywide AB 939 Implementation Fee and Agreement for Countywide 
Household Hazardous Waste Program 
 
REASON FOR RECOMMENDATION 
 
Because the County collects the AB939 fee on behalf of all other jurisdictions, each jurisdiction contracts with 
the County for collection and distribution of these funds. All fifteen cities must approve the Agency Agreement 
for Countywide AB939 Implementation Fee by June 30, 2011. If one or more jurisdictions do not approve this 
agreement, the AB939 fee will not be collected effective July 1, 2011. 
 
To comply with state law and local needs, the County of Santa Clara and fourteen cities cooperated in the 
creation of the Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Program. Since 1992, all cities, except for the City of Palo 
Alto, have contracted with the County to provide HHW services through an Agreement for Countywide 
Household Hazardous Waste Collection Program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

ACKGROUND/HISTORYB  

 

 
ized at $4.10 for FY 2011. There 

entation Fee for FY 2012. 
ONSEQUENCES OF NEGATIVE ACTION

 
The County has collected the AB939 fee on behalf of all jurisdictions within the County since July 1992, when 
the initial $1.00 per ton fee was established. The Board and local cities approved increases to $1.15 in FY 1994, 
$1.30 in FY 1996, $2.80 in FY 2000, $3.35 in FY 2003 through FY 2006. In FY 2007, the fee was increased to
$3.72 to support anticipated increases in volumes of Universal Waste (UW) (i.e., fluorescent lamps and bulbs 
and batteries). The Fee was reduced to $3.55 in FY 2008 and FY 2009 to reflect the cost for actual collection 
volumes of UW, but was increased in FY 2010 to $4.10 to support the increase in waste streams and a minimum
service level of 4% of household from each jurisdiction. The Fee was reauthor
is no increase recommended to the AB 939 Implem
C  

 
 collected 

ffective July 1, 2011, and activities associated with the funding will be eliminated or reduced. 

OMMISSION ACTION AND NEXT STEPS

 
If the Board does not support the Recommended Action, the AB 939 Implementation Fee will no longer be
collected. If one or more jurisdictions do not approve this agreement, the AB939 fee will not be
e
 
C  

ove 
or Countywide AB 939 Implementation Fee, the fee will continue to be collected 

through June 30, 2012. 

 
The Commission’s recommendation will be forwarded to the cities and the Board for action.  Following cities’ 
approval, County staff will send the agreements to the Board for action.  If the Board and all the cities appr
the Agency Agreement f
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AGENDA ITEM #5 

 
DATE: February 28, 2010 
 
TO:  Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission of Santa Clara County 
 
FROM: Mark Bowers, Solid Waste Program Manager, City of Sunnyvale  
 
SUBJECT: Arroyo Organizational Study 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION 
Direct County Staff to work collaboratively with the Technical Advisory Committee members in 
a manner that both parties agree will meet the desired outcome of establishing a mutually 
beneficial Memorandum of Understanding or Memorandum of Agreement. 
 
REASON FOR RECOMMENDATION 
Over the past year Arroyo Associates (Pasadena, California) conducted a study to assess the 
efficiency and effectiveness of Santa Clara County Integrated Waste Management in 
coordinating and running the Countywide solid waste diversion programs, as these activities 
relate to and impact all jurisdictions in the County.  Some of these activities and programs 
include: 
 

• Acting as staff support/liaison for all solid waste related meetings including 
 The Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission 
 The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC)  
 All of the standing and ad hoc subcommittees of TAC 

• State and local reporting 
• Receiving and distributing tipping (AB 939) fees to jurisdictions 
• Home Composting Education Program 
• Green Business Program 
• Public Education and Outreach 
• Recycle Hotline 

 
Arroyo Associates attended the November 2010 TAC meeting to discuss the draft report that was 
distributed to RWRC members in November 2010.  Additionally, the Santa Clara County/Cities 
Managers’ Association members were given a copy of the “draft” final document and were asked 
to comment.  
 
Following the Arroyo presentation the TAC voted that once any edits were collected and 
included in the document, the final report would be provided to the RWRC with the 

Evan Low, Cat Tucker, Kris Wang, Mike Wasserman 
 



 

recommendation that it should be on their priorities list and that the Ad Hoc Subcommittee will 
report back on their progress. 
 
On December 9, 2010, the Organizational Study Subcommittee met and unanimously approved 
the following recommendation. “This subcommittee recommends to TAC and to the RWRC to 
direct TAC to work on an MOU/MOA including: 
1) ‘Key Issues and Concerns’ from the Arroyo final report (pages 26-27) including the role of 
community members and 
2) ‘Organizational Criteria’ from the Arroyo final report (pages 71-72).    
 
HISTORY 
In May of 2009, the County issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) for an organizational study.  In 
September 2009, a service agreement between the County and Arroyo Associates, Inc. was 
signed. For several months following, Arroyo Associates interviewed current and former IWM 
Staff, TAC members, Commissioners and other stakeholders.  Additionally, Integrated Waste 
Management provided Arroyo Associates, Inc. with all of the documentation they requested to 
assist them with their study. 
 
On page 73 of the Organizational Study, Arroyo Associates identifies five primary 
organizational configuration options available for Santa Clara countywide integrated waste 
management programs: 

1. Continue to operate within the current organizational structure, in which County of Santa 
Clara IWM Division is responsible for the administrative and programmatic functions of 
countywide waste management 

2. Establish an MOU or MOA among the member jurisdictions and: 
• contract out staffing support or 
• continue with County IWM Division as staff 

3. Establish a Joint Powers Agreement with: 
• in-house staffing or 
• a contractual agreement with the County or 
• a contractual agreement with a consulting firm 

4. Establish a Joint Powers Agreement with the Regional Agency designation 
5. Establish a Special District 

 
Arroyo recommended Option 2 as a starting point. Use of an MOU/MOA allows for a flexible 
approach to defining and filling needs for all jurisdictions and could lead to a number of different 
organizational structures. Examples cited include the current RWRC/TAC/IWM structure and 
the structure used for the Santa Clara Valley Urban Runoff Pollution Prevention Program 
(SCVURPPP). SCVURPPP is organized by member jurisdictions through a MOA, with one of 
the member cities serving as the fiscal agent and an outside consulting firm serving as the day-to-
day staff of the program. 
 
Before drafting the MOU/MOA, the involved parties would explore, identify and determine 
organizational, roles and responsibilities, division of powers, and staff functions and structure. 
 
The Memorandum of Understanding or Agreement should include, but not be limited to, the 
following key components:  
 
• Mission, purpose and objectives of the MOU/MOA 

 



 

 

• Rights and duties of participating jurisdictions to address meeting attendance, termination of 
participation, and other terms of the agreement 

• Timeframe, if any, of the MOU/MOA 
• Composition of a management committee, as well as voting rights and terms of members 
• Management controls and self-audit procedure 
• Budget monitoring and reporting requirements 
• Process for the selection of consultants, individual managers and contractors, as well as the 

roles and responsibilities of the fiscal agent 
• Process and parameters involved in the determination, allocation and management of landfill 

disposal surcharges and monies collected from late fees and/or fines 
 
 



AGENDA ITEM #7 
 

MEMO 
TO:  Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission (RWRC) Members 

FROM: Jamie McLeod, RWRC Chair  

DATE: February 28, 2011 

RE:  Proposal to Waive RWRC Meeting Stipend 
 
This memo serves as a request to RWRC Commissioners to consider recommending to the Santa Clara County 
Board of Supervisors that the stipend for attending RWRC meetings be waived. 
 
RWRC Commissioners currently receive a stipend of $50 per meeting attended.  This practice is not consistent 
with other County commissions, which only provide partial reimbursement, upon request, for child care and 
transportation to attend commission meeting.  (The rates are $2.00 per hour for child care and $0.51 per mile for 
transportation.)  Based on the information available, the stipend was established when the commission was 
formed as an incentive to attend meetings.  The RWRC has consistently met quorum for the past three years.  
 
This consideration to waive the RWRC stipend is brought forward at my request, based on conversations with 
other elected officials.  It was not proposed by county staff or by Technical Advisory Committee members, and 
no recommendation on this issue has been requested from them.  Staff’s involvement has only been in response 
to my requests for information. 
 
RWRC Commissioners would not be taking final action, but making a recommendation to the SCC Board of 
Supervisors.  The options include: 

1) Waive meeting stipend, but allow partial reimbursement for child care and/or transportation upon 
request, as provided by other SCC commissions. 

Advantages:   
o County would save up to $3,000 per year  
o RWRC would be consistent with other County commissions 

Disadvantages:  
o Commissioners would forfeit up to $300 per year of personal income 
o May remove an incentive for some commissioners to attend meetings 

2) Make stipend optional, with Commissioners able to opt in or opt out. 
Advantages:  

o County may incur some savings, at the discretion of Commissioners  
o Enables Commissioners to retain the stipend 

Disadvantage:  
o RWRC would not be consistent with other county commissions 

3) Take another approach, as proposed by a Commissioner. 

4) Take no action, note and file memo. 
 
My recommendation is Option #1, for the advantages listed.  This would involve a personal financial sacrifice 
by Commissioners, but participation in RWRC is not a required committee assignment and may be considered 
part of our public service as elected officials. 
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AGENDA ITEM #8 
 

DATE: February 28, 2011  
 
TO:  Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission of Santa Clara County 
 
FROM: Lisa Rose, Staff Liaison  
 
RE:  RWRC Meeting Dates and Locations 
 
Background 
At the February 2009 Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission meeting, Jamie McLeod noted that the 
current meeting schedule prevented some seated Commissioners from attending on a regular basis and asked 
whether a different date might be considered for Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission meetings.  
Potential dates were discussed.  After a brief discussion, it was decided that a more suitable date was not 
available and the RWRC meetings will continue to be held the fourth Wednesday of every even numbered 
month (February, April, June, August, October and one of the first two Wednesdays in December). 
 
The issue was revisited at the April 2009 Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission meeting with a specific 
request to consider moving RWRC meetings from the fourth Wednesday of every even-numbered month to the 
last Monday of every even-numbered month, to avoid regularly scheduled Council meetings in other cities 
(most cities that have Monday Council meetings do not meet the last Monday of the month, save for the 
occasional study/budget session).  After a brief discussion, Kris Wang motioned to change the Recycling and 
Waste Reduction meetings from the 4th Wednesday of every even-numbered month to the last Monday of every 
even-numbered month.  Evan Low seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.   
 
Beginning in August 2009, RWRC meetings have taken place on the last Monday of every even-numbered 
month. 
 
Since changing to Mondays, at least one currently seated Commissioner has been unable to attend the last 
several meetings due to their City Council study sessions and emergency meetings.  This Commissioner 
requested that the Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission consider revisiting meeting dates.  Whether this 
means moving meetings back to the fourth or the last Wednesday of the month should be considered, as well as 
other potential days and availability of meeting space. 
 
County staff has explored meeting space at the Santa Clara Valley Water District and the Isaac Newton Senter 
Auditorium.  Please note that in the case of the meeting space for Santa Clara Valley Water District, the 
Commission would be bumped in the event that the Santa Clara Valley Water District Board needed the 
meeting space for an evening board meeting or a Board Advisory Committee.  Additionally the room scheduler 



for SCVWD noted that District Board meetings may move from daytime to evening meetings but this won’t be 
known until March or April.  Please see availability for the following dates and spaces: 
 
Isaac Newton Senter Auditorium Availability 
Monday February 28, 2011 – Available and currently scheduled 
Monday April 25, 2011 – Available and currently scheduled 
Monday June 27, 2011 – Available and currently scheduled 
Monday August 29, 2011 – Available and currently scheduled 
Monday October 31, 2011 – Available and currently scheduled 
Monday December 12, 2011 – Available and currently scheduled 
 
Isaac Newton Senter Auditorium Availability 
Wednesday April 27, 2011 – Available and tentatively held 
Wednesday June 22, 2011 – Available and tentatively held 
Wednesday June 29, 2011 – A meeting is scheduled until 5 pm and will need transition time 
Wednesday August 24, 2011 – Available and tentatively held  
Wednesday August 31, 2011 – Available and tentatively held 
Wednesday October 26, 2011 – Available and tentatively held 
Wednesday December 14, 2011 – A meeting is scheduled until 4:30 pm and will need transition time 
 
Santa Clara Valley Water District Pre-function Room 
Wednesday April 27, 2011 – Available and tentatively held 
Wednesday June 22, 2011 – Available and tentatively held 
Wednesday June 29, 2011 – Available and tentatively held 
Wednesday August 24, 2011 – Available and tentatively held 
Wednesday August 31, 2011 – Available and tentatively held 
Wednesday October 26, 2011 – Available and tentatively held 
Wednesday December 14, 2011 – Available and tentatively held 
 
Steps Following Approval 
Any changes to meeting date and times shall be reflected in the RWRC Bylaws and approved by the Board of 
Supervisors.  
 
Staff Recommendation 
Depending on Commissioners’ availability, staff recommends meeting at Isaac Newton Senter 
Auditorium due to its central location, ample parking and extremely close proximity to public transit. 
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AGENDA ITEM #9 
 
DATE:  February 28, 2011 
 
TO:   Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission of Santa Clara County 
 
FROM:  Elizabeth Constantino, Manager, Integrated Waste Management 
 
SUBJECT:  Home Composting Education Program Update 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION 
No Action Required 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
At the June 6, 2010 Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission (RWRC) Meeting the 
Commission gave approval to Integrated Waste Management to discontinue charging a materials 
fee for weekend composting and Bay Friendly workshops in hope of increasing attendance. 
 
At that meeting, Chair McLeod asked that Staff come back in six months with an update on 
attendance at weekend workshops.  This is that update.   It is a bit late due to packed RWRC 
agendas and the fact that the meetings are bi-monthly. 
 
 
ATTENDANCE REPORT 
Compared to classes held prior to June 20, 2010, (when a fee was charged), free classes saw a 
per workshop increase of: 
 

• 10.8 pre registrations – 19.1 to 29.9 
• 11.9 actual attendees – 13.5 to 25.4 
• 7.6 walk-ins – 1.9 to 9.5 

 
Each of these figures is an average per class.  Also of note is that of the four classes that were 
cancelled due to lace of sign-ups, two were cancelled during the time fees were charged and two 
were cancelled once the fees were discontinued. 
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AGENDA ITEM #10  

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

December 9, 2010 

VOTING MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 

ACTERRA  Maija McDonald 

CALIFORNIA RESOURCE RECOVERY ASSN.  Richard Gertman 

CITY OF CUPERTINO      Cheri Donnelly 

CITY OF GILROY       Tony Eulo 

CITY OF MILPITAS      Elizabeth Koo 

CITY OF MORGAN HILL     Tony Eulo 

CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW      Lori Topley 

CITY OF PALO ALTO       Clay Reigel 

CITY OF SAN JOSE      Skip Lacaze 

CITY OF SANTA CLARA     Dave Staub 

CITY OF SUNNYVALE       Mark Bowers 

CLARA MATEO        Michael Gross 

CLARA MATEO        Julie Muir 

COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH   Stan Chau 

COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT   Jill Boone 

COUNTY UNINCORPORATED AREA   Elizabeth Constantino 

SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY     Bruce Olszewski 

SIERRA CLUB       Heidi Melander 

WEST VALLEY CITIES      Marva Sheehan 

    



Technical Advisory Committee Meeting, December 9, 2010    Page 2 

 
VOTING MEMBERS NOT ATTENDING 
 
CITY OF CAMPBELL       

CITY OF LOS ALTOS       

CITY OF MONTE SERENO           

CITY OF SARATOGA       

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS      

SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT   

SILICON VALLEY LEADERSHIP GROUP  

TOWN OF LOS ALTOS HILLS      

TOWN OF LOS GATOS  

 

 

 

 OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE 

Clifton Chew   SCC IWM 

Kevin Chiapello   Recology Silicon Valley  

Rob D’Arcy   SCC HHW 

Zachary DeVine   SCC IWM 

Wendy Fong   SCC HHW 

Karen Gissibl   City of Sunnyvale 

Holly Lofgren   Habitat for Humanity 

Rick Mauck   Retired – City of Santa Clara 

Lisa Rose    SCC IWM 

Leslie Stobbe   City of Milpitas 

Christy Wolter   City of Los Gatos 

Jo Zientek    City of San Jose 
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1. Call to Order 
Lori Topley, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:37p.m.  A quorum of 17 was present.  Those 
present introduced themselves.  

2. Approval of Minutes  
Mark Bowers asked to shorten the minutes under Item 5, Organizational Study starting after 
“Mark Bowers introduced …” to the paragraph “A question was raised about…”  Lori Topley 
would like the minutes to reflect what was said by both parties for Item 4, 11th Amendment to 
the NDFE and had a handout of the suggested changes. Skip Lacaze made a motion to approve 
the amended minutes from the November 4, 2010 TAC meeting.  The motion was seconded by 
Michael Gross.  All present voted to approve the minutes.  Those not present at the November 4, 
2010 TAC meeting abstained. 

3. Public Presentations  
There were no public presentations. 

4. Election of Officers 
Lori Topley announced a change in the slate of nominated officers by withdrawing Cary 
Bloomquist’s name for the HHW subcommittee and replacing it with Walter Lin.  Tony Eulo 
made a motion to approve the revised slate of officers.  Richard Gertman seconded the motion.  
All present voted to approve.   

5. Habitat for Humanity  
Holly Lofgren provided some information about the ReStore and discussed the need for funding 
or assistance in finding funding to establish the facility.  More detailed information about the 
ReStore will be distributed to TAC members soon. 

6. Reauthorization of the AB939 Implementation Fee 
Rob D’Arcy said HHW is recommending that the fee level for FY2011-2012 be the same at 
$4.11.  Mark Bowers made the motion for the recommendation.  Jill Boone seconded the motion.  
A question was asked if future recommendations would include an increase in the fee due to 
construction costs of the new San Jose facility.  Rob responded that AB1343 (paint product 
stewardship) could offset any construction costs.  Another discussion ensued about the other 
agreements, concluding with a motion to have County staff include the Implementation Fee 
agreement with the recommendation.  All present voted to approve. 

7. Joint TAC meeting 
Elizabeth Constantino spoke on behalf of Clifton Chew (who’d lost his voice) and asked TAC 
members if they wanted to have a joint TAC meeting and if so who which jurisdiction?  TAC 
members reviewed past joint TAC meetings and decided that Alameda County should be the 
next choice.  Future meetings with San Mateo County may include the City/County of San 
Francisco.  Clif Chew will check with Alameda County regarding a possible joint TAC meeting 
in 2011. 
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8. RWRC Update 
Lisa Rose said the meeting is this coming Monday and packets went out this past Monday.  The 
agenda includes: 11th Amendment to the NDFE; update on EPS from Cheri with the SRR 
subcommittee report; status update with countywide programs; the Arroyo study update by Mark 
Bowers; the 2011 priorities for the RWRC; and the RWRC Chair asked that stipends for the 
RWRC be reviewed.  

9. Division Manager’s Report and Updates on Countywide Programs 
Elizabeth had three items: 1) January’s TAC meeting will be held in the new Vector Control 
building; 2) there will be a presentation by TekGar, a waste to energy firm before the January 
TAC meeting; and 3) IWM is still working on the Kirby Canyon issue. 

A. Disposal Reporting System – in the TAC packet.   

B. Green Business – in the TAC packet. 

C. Home Composting Education Program – no report. 

D. Recycling Hotline – in the TAC packet. 

10. Subcommittee Reports and Updates on Countywide Programs  
A. Enforcement – no report. 

B. Household Hazardous Waste – Rob D’Arcy said AB1343, paint product stewardship, is 
anticipated to have a significant cost savings for FY2012-13. 

C. Implementation Subcommittee – Lori Topley said the next meeting is scheduled for Friday 
December 17, 2010.  Elizabeth Constantino asked jurisdictions if their respective attorneys 
had any information regarding Proposition 26 as it relates to our ability to increase AB 939 
and Solid Waste Planning Fees to bring them to the meeting. 

D. Legislation – Mark Bowers said the legislators are focused on the budget.  Local updates on 
bag bans include: 

• LA County adopted a bag ban with a $0.10 fee for paper using EIR. 

• Marin County is working on an ordinance for a bag ban with a $0.05 fee for paper citing 
an exemption from CEQA 

• Sunnyvale City Council has directed staff to prepare an ordinance on a bag ban with 
$0.15 fee for recycled content paper.  The ordinance would cover AB2449 stores and 
include any retail store over 10k sq ft as well as retail establishments that serve food and 
beverages. 

• San Jose’s Bag Ordinance is scheduled to go to Council Tuesday December 14, 2010.  

• The County was ready to go but then Prop 26 passed and County Counsel held the 
ordinance pending further review of the potential impacts of Prop 26.  County Counsel 
also questioned the authority on which to charge the fee.  Staff hopes to take the draft 
ordinance to the Board of Supervisors the first quarter of 2011.  

E.   Operations – Lori Topley said there was a meeting November 22, 2010 where they were           
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trying to work through the changes to the NDFE process.  There was a question about how 
many 90 day comment periods were in the code. Because the 90 days begins once an 
amendment to the NDFE is submitted it is not practical to try to fit the process into a 
schedule. Another meeting will be set up to resolve other issues.   

Skip Lacaze noted that there has been an issue with radio active diapers showing up at 
landfills recently.  When the detectors at landfill operations are set off, the loads need to be 
isolated to verify the isotopes were from medical procedures.  Sunnyvale stated that the 
SMaRT station detector is sophisticated enough to make that determination. 

F. Public Education – Leslie Stobbe said PubEd had a second special meeting about the regional 
recycling network.  The recommendations to TAC include: 1) the subcommittee should 
participate in the regional recycling network database conversations that are being 
conducted; and 2) CDR will represent the subcommittee at the stakeholder meetings.  The 
cities of San Francisco, Palo Alto and San Jose are funding contributors that have set up a 
stakeholder process where regardless of contributions, interested parties can be part of the 
stakeholder group.  When the needs of the stakeholder group are identified, the subcommittee 
would like to first review the information and then bring it forward to TAC.  Leslie also 
stated that there may be financial impacts for CDR’s participation in the stakeholder 
meetings. 

A question was raised about CDR’s impartiality and possible conflict of interest. Additional 
concerns were raised about the possibility of CDR charging to attend the meetings.  It was 
pointed out that CDR has a contract with the County but Bruce represents San Jose State on 
the TAC, thus representation would have to come from San Jose State and not CDR.  After 
some additional discussion, Bruce offered to attend the stakeholder meetings without 
charging. 

Dave Staub made a motion to have CDR attend the regional stakeholder meetings as a liaison 
on behalf of TAC with a caveat that TAC will not be charged for attendance. Cheri Donnelly 
seconded the motion.  All present voted to approve with the exception of Bruce Olszewski 
who abstained. 

G.  Source Reduction and Recycling – Cheri Donnelly said the subcommittee met and worked on 
an outline response to EPS food and beverage containers at the request of the RWRC.  She 
highlighted the main points of the outline which was recently sent to all TAC members.  
Richard Gertman made a motion to approve the report/outline to the RWRC.  The motion 
was seconded by Mark Bowers.  All present voted to approve the motion. 

H.  Ad Hoc Disaster Debris Planning – no report. 

 I.  Ad Hoc Organizational Study – Mark Bowers had Clifton Chew pass around the notes from 
the meeting.  A motion was made by Cheri Donnelly: “This subcommittee recommends to 
TAC and to the RWRC to direct TAC to work on an MOU/MOA including 1) “Key Issues 
and Concerns” from the Arroyo final report (pages 26-27) including the role of community 
members and 2) “Organizational Criteria” from the Arroyo final report (pages 71-72).”  Dave 
Staub seconded the motion.  All present voted to approve the motion. 

 J.    Ad Hoc School Recycling – no report. 

K.  Ad Hoc Zero Waste – Richard Gertman said the subcommittee hasn’t met but hopefully after 
the first of the year they will begin working on the implementation aspect so that any city 
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that expresses an interest in Zero Waste can be provided with a presentation. 

11. Future Agenda Items / Guest Speakers 

• Update on the bag issue jurisdiction to jurisdiction (Elizabeth C) and include EPS 

• Roundtable on commercial and multi-family recycling (Tony E) 

• Best Practices for Zero Waste Events (Jill B) 

• CalGreen regulations on C&D requirements (Kristina Gallegos, Michael Gross and Kristin 
Parineh) is scheduled for the January TAC meeting 

12. Informational Updates and Announcements 
Julie Muir said Stanford is participating in Recycle Mania again. 

Michael Gross said Zanker is offering tours of the facility (up to 15 people). 

Elizabeth Constantino wanted to thank Rick Mauck for letting her know that Resource Area For 
Teachers (RAFT) accepts block EPS that they use for student projects. 

Richard German said the National Recycling Coalition (NRC) is back in business and his is on 
the Board. 

Jill Boone announced there is a Composting Conference in January. 

Rick Mauck thanked everyone for inviting him and said that he missed TAC meetings and the 
good conversation that took place. 

Mark Bowers mentioned that Pat Buldo, a well known man in the industry, had passed away.  

13. Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 3:32 p.m. 

 

NEXT SCHEDULED TAC MEETING:  January 13, 2011 



County of Santa Clara 
Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission 
Integrated Waste Management Division 
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(408) 282-3180      FAX (408) 282-3188 
www.ReduceWaste.org 

Commissioners:  Jamie McLeod, Chair; Ronit Bryant, Kansen Chu, Susan Garner, Jim Griffith, Patrick Kwok, Evan Low,  
 Cat Tucker, Kris Wang , Ken Yeager 
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ACTERRA  Maija McDonald 

CALIFORNIA RESOURCE RECOVERY ASSN.  Richard Gertman 

CITY OF CUPERTINO      Cheri Donnelly 

CITY OF GILROY       Tony Eulo 

CITY OF MILPITAS      Elizabeth Koo 

CITY OF MORGAN HILL     Tony Eulo 

CITY OF PALO ALTO       Clay Reigel 

CITY OF SAN JOSE      Skip Lacaze 

CITY OF SANTA CLARA     Dave Staub 

CITY OF SUNNYVALE       Mark Bowers    

COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT   Jill Boone 

COUNTY UNINCORPORATED AREA   Elizabeth Constantino 

SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY     Bruce Olszewski 

SIERRA CLUB       Heidi Melander 

WEST VALLEY CITIES       
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VOTING MEMBERS NOT ATTENDING 
 
CITY OF CAMPBELL       

CITY OF LOS ALTOS       

CITY OF MONTE SERENO           

CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW       

CITY OF SARATOGA       

CLARA MATEO 

COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH  

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS      

SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT   

SILICON VALLEY LEADERSHIP GROUP  

TOWN OF LOS ALTOS HILLS      

TOWN OF LOS GATOS  

 

 

 

 OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE 

Matt Cucuzza   McGovern Consulting/ACC 

Rob D’Arcy   SCC HHW 

Jeremy Daviner   Valley Recycling 

Wendy Fong   SCC HHW 

Karen Gissibl   City of Sunnyvale 

Holly Lofgren   Habitat for Humanity 

Emy Mendoza   City of San Jose 

Marty Pardun   Valley Recycling 

Terri Ramirez   San Jose State University  

Lisa Rose    SCC IWM 

Rick Simonson    HFH 

Chanthavy Sivongxay  SCC Fleet and Facilities 
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1. Call to Order 
Skip Lacaze, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:37 p.m.  A quorum of 12 was present.  Those present 
introduced themselves.  

2. Approval of Minutes  
Bruce Olszewski made a motion to approve the minutes from the December 9, 2010 TAC meeting.  The 
motion was seconded by Tony Eulo.  All present voted to approve the minutes.  Those not present at the 
December 13, 2010 TAC meeting abstained. 

3. Public Presentations  
There were no public presentations. 

4. TAC Meeting Room 
Elizabeth Constantino stated that the Brown Act requires that regularly scheduled meetings should have 
consistent meeting locations (as is practical).  Additionally, the Clerk of the Board now requires that 
meeting agendas include information regarding public transportation available for specific meeting venues .  
IWM has scheduled the room at Vector Control through May 2011 and then the meetings will be moved to 
the Berger Drive auditorium in building two for the remainder of the calendar year to accommodate the 
growing number of TAC attendees.  Tony Eulo noted that room size and convenience are a concern and 
that the previously used conference room at Berger Drive building one is not large enough for TAC.  He 
had additional concerns that the previously used conference room was not a good match for the Recycling 
and Waste Reduction Commission meetings due to the possibility of the door being locked after hours.  
Staff agreed this is not the optimal case and will look for other meeting space for future RWRC meetings.  
Rob D’Arcy noted that DEH has a multi-purpose room for TAC but that it too wouldn’t be as accessible 
for evening RWRC meetings since it is on the third floor and doors are locked at 5:00 p.m. in that building.  
Skip Lacaze may be able to secure space at San Jose City Hall through Councilman Chu’s Office. 

5. Joint TAC meeting 
Elizabeth Constantino noted that Clif had suggested April 15 for the Joint TAC meeting with Alameda 
County.  Lisa Rose will poll TAC members to see if this is an agreeable date.  Clifton Chew will follow up 
with Alameda County and place this item on the February TAC agenda 

6. RWRC Update 
Lisa Rose said that not much has changed with regard to the proposed RWRC February agenda that was 
discussed at the December meeting.  The AB 939 Reauthorization has been agendized, as has an update on 
EPS.  The Org Study was briefly discussed at the December RWRC meeting and the EPS update turned 
into a more lengthy discussion. 

7. Division Manager’s Report and Updates on Countywide Programs 
Elizabeth noted that all reports were included in packets. 
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A. Disposal Reporting System – in the TAC packet.   

B. Green Business – in the TAC packet.  Lisa Rose noted that one jurisdiction asked for additional 
information regarding Green Business and asked if other TAC members were interested in receiving 
more detailed reports including such things as issues that are discussed at the Bay Area Coordinator’s 
meetings, which businesses are enrolling and being certified in a given jurisdiction or updates on 
checklists.  Tony confirmed that a list of businesses certified was provided with an annual list of 
certifications.  No other TAC member indicated that they were interested in additional information so 
Lisa will provide the requesting jurisdiction with the specific information.  She also noted that she will 
provide whatever information TAC members request and that members are encouraged to weigh in on 
checklist updates.  TAC reps can view all the currently certified businesses by city, county, sector or 
business name at www.greenbusiness.ca.org.  This site works best with Firefox Mozilla. 

C. Home Composting Education Program – no report. 

D. Recycling Hotline – in the TAC packet. 

8. Subcommittee Reports and Updates on Countywide Programs  
A. Enforcement – no report. 

B. Household Hazardous Waste – Walter Lin reported that an RFP for the construction of the permanent 
HHW facility in San Jose has been released and bids are due February 10, 2011.  It is likely the selected 
bid will go to City Council for approval at the end of February or early March with construction to 
begin in April.  Construction will take 15-16 months with an anticipated opening sometime in summer 
2012.  Rob D’Arcy said the used oil block grant provided by CIWMB went away with the organization.  
CalRecycle now offers the Oil Payment Program that increased his funding by $72,000 bringing his 
total award to $334,000.  This funding is being used to launch a Countywide used oil outreach 
campaign targeting the Latino community.  The campaign will employ Univision’s TV and radio ads as 
well as a social media texting campaign that has had great results with this particular demographic.  
Additionally, the San Jose Earthquakes will be a sponsor of this campaign.  Department of 
Environmental Health will hire extra help employees to staff booths at Earthquakes games and will 
distribute reusable bags, oil funnels, shop rags, tip brochures and more at their home games.  He is very 
excited about this Countywide campaign and will make collateral materials available to jurisdictions 
who request them. Booths will also be set up at Kragen, Pep Boys and Auto Zone stores. 

C. Implementation Subcommittee – no formal report.  Tony noted that the Implementation subcommittee 
did meet in December and budget was discussed.  No meeting notes were circulated.  Mark Bowers 
proposed an addition of $5,000 for County Counsel for the Organizational Study outcome.  Five 
thousand dollars was also recommended to continue BayROC funding for the coming year. Dave Staub 
noted that he recommended an additional line item of $5-10 K to fund costs associated with the 
Organizational Study.  A budget report will be provided at the February TAC.  There are no 
recommended changes to the current fees. 

D. Legislation – Mark Bowers had no legislative update.  Rob D’Arcy noted that there is another battery 
take back bill in the works that is being sponsored by Senator Ellen Corbett.  The County of Santa 
Clara has also been asked to be the pilot for a new alkaline battery program that will be funded by the 
state.  Additionally, the new eWaste bill is intended to include batteries that are in sealed devices. 

E.   Operations – Dave Staub said he has touched base with former Ops Chair Cynthia Palacio and there 
has not been a meeting since November 22.  He and Cynthia will meet in February to pass the torch.  

 

http://www.greenbusiness.ca.org/


Technical Advisory Committee Meeting, January 13, 2011    Page 5 

Skip noted that the Ops Subcommittee will focus on the NDFE procedures in the coming year. 

 F. Public Education – Elizabeth Constantino noted that Zachary and Bruce had attended the Regional 
Recycling Information Network (RRIN) stakeholder meeting at StopWaste.org in Oakland.  Emy said 
the meeting went well and there were approximately 30 stakeholders present.  Questions posed to the 
stakeholders included:  who is the target audience for this information and what experience should the 
target audience have in using the RRIN.  It was determined that the three major users of this 
information would be individuals, businesses and industrial clients.  The contractor was very open and 
willing to discuss issues from the stakeholder group.  Additional meetings will be held.  Skip noted that 
it is critical that the RRIN have a “reuse” section in their database program and not just a recycling 
component.  Others noted that “reuse” presents complexities that make it unlikely that a reuse section 
would be included in the database. 

  Emy also noted that she and Clay (Palo Alto) are working with Catalog Choice to provide Countywide 
services to assist residents in opting out of receiving phone books.  Catalog Choice will calculate the 
number of residents that have opted out in a specific jurisdiction and the correlating tons of greenhouse 
gas emissions reduced as a result.  Catalog Choice will create a branded website for those jurisdictions 
that pay for this service. 

  Emy also noted that BayROC is doing a “pay it forward” type of reusable campaign in partnership with 
ChicoBag.  ChicoBag will distribute a limited number of bags to the community and those recipients 
will give a bag to another shopper in line at the checkout that doesn’t have a reusable bag – and the 
shopper will then go to a website and log in a number on the bag and pledge to give that bag to another 
shopper. 

G.  Source Reduction and Recycling – no update.  The next meeting is Thursday January 27 at 9:30 at 
Cupertino City Hall. 

H.  Ad Hoc Disaster Debris Planning – It was suggested that this Ad Hoc committee be disbanded and the 
responsibility for this report back moved under the Division Manager’s Report since this Plan is being 
developed by a contractor through a state grant.  There was consensus to do this.  Skip asked that a 
regional report be provided to TAC as soon as one is available. 

 I.  Ad Hoc Organizational Study – no report.  Mark Bowers had to cancel the scheduled meeting and will 
reschedule a new meeting after the February RWRC meeting. 

J.    Ad Hoc School Recycling – no formal report.  Skip provided a verbal report that there is a Green Kids 
Conference in June and will forward the information to County staff for distribution.  Lisa Rose will 
also forward information about a free teacher training at the upcoming US Composting Council 
Conference. 

K.  Ad Hoc Zero Waste – no report.  

9. Future Agenda Items / Guest Speakers 

• Update on the bag issue and EPS from each jurisdiction (Elizabeth C)  
• Roundtable on commercial and multi-family recycling (Tony E) 
• Best Practices for Zero Waste Events (Jill B) 
• CalGreen regulations on C&D requirements (Kristina Gallegos, Michael Gross and Kristin Parineh) -  

scheduled for the January TAC meeting 
• Countywide Budget (Elizabeth C) 
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• Regional Disaster Debris Plan (Elizabeth C) 
• Form Letter (both praise for do-gooders and concerns for non-do-gooders) and Checklist for “one off” 

items such as tea bags, musical greeting cards, etc. (Elizabeth C.; Lisa R.) 
 

10. Informational Updates and Announcements 
Skip Lacaze said he hopes to bring the Countywide NDFE to City Council on February 1, pending Rules 
Committee and will bring all three amendments together in one document titled “Ninth Amendment”. 
 
Dave Staub said SWANA’s Annual Symposium will be in Seaside May 16-19. 
 
City of Santa Clara staff presented an update on single-use carryout bags to its City Council on January 11, 
2011. The issue was discussed at the meeting and referred to a City Council Goals and Priorities session, 
which is tentatively scheduled for February. 
 
Bruce Olszewski said Arthur Boone, with NCRA, will be conducting the Recycling Conference on March 
29 at the Elihu Harris Building in Oakland.  This conference is famous for their ten minute presentations 
replete with hook to get speakers off the stage after ten minutes.  Lunch will be a Zero Waste event. 
 
Rob D’Arcy said the state had completed their audit of HHW Cycle 16 ($300,000 for fluorescents and 
sharps) just this morning and there were no findings.  The auditors said it was the best record keeping they 
have ever seen and that they would like to use the County as an example across the state. 
 
Holly Lofgren said she has been invited to speak to CalRecycle about ReStore the last week of January. 
 
Mark Bowers mentioned Sunnyvale awarded a contract for a new flare station at the landfill.  The original 
flare station was built in 1987 and is 4-5 times larger than what is needed today.  Contractors will replace 
the valves and flow with smaller controls and valves. The contract is for just over $500,000. 
 
Mark noted that Sunnyvale Public Works Director Marvin Rose has announced his retirement after more 
than 20 years.  His last days will be in April or May. 
 
Skip said several staff attended the West Coast Material Management Forum and that some of their work 
suggests that Zero Waste is not necessarily advisable in every case.  Some Life Cycle Analyses (LCA) 
show that reuse/refilling of certain products is far superior to recycling the same material, while use of 
some single-use products with low carbon footprints, such as juice packs, might be superior to use of some 
types of cans and bottles that have higher upstream impacts even when accounting for their recycling rates.  
Additionally more data has come forward that shows carbon footprints are much more than energy use and 
transportation and some believe climate impacts need to give more weight to consumption.  Several others 
concurred that they found that information interesting and insightful. 
 
 

11. Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 3:02 p.m. 

NEXT SCHEDULED TAC MEETING:  February 10, 2011 
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