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RECYCLING AND WASTE REDUCTION COMMISSION MINUTES 
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70 W. Hedding Street 

San Jose CA 95110 
Business Meeting at 5:15 p.m. 

 
Voting Members in Attendance   Representing 
Ronit Bryant, City of Mountain View  Member at Large  
Jim Griffith, City of Sunnyvale   SMaRT Station Cities  
Michael F. Kotowski, City of Campbell  West Valley Cities 
Barbara Keegan, SCVWD    Santa Clara Valley Water District 
Orrin Mahoney, City of Cupertino   North County Cities 
Teresa O’Neill, City of Santa Clara   Central County Cities  
Jan Pepper, City of Los Altos    Member at Large  
Cat Tucker, City of Gilroy    South County Cities  
Mike Wasserman, County of Santa Clara  County of Santa Clara 
 
Voting Members Not in Attendance  Representing 
Kansen Chu, City of San José    City of San José 
 
County Staff to the Commission 
Rob D’Arcy, Manager, Recycling and Waste Reduction Division  
Lisa Rose, Recycling and Waste Reduction Division 

 
Others in Attendance 
Mark Bowers, City of Sunnyvale 
Anthony Eulo, City of Morgan Hill 
Matt Krupp, City of Palo Alto 
Lou Ramondetta, Silicon Valley Leadership Group 
Pat Showalter, Santa Clara Valley Water District 
Dave Staub, City of Santa Clara 
Anna Szabo, City of San Jose 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Commissioners:  James R. Griffith, Chair; Ronit Bryant, Kansen Chu, Michael F. Kotowski, Linda J. LeZotte, Orrin Mahoney, 
 Teresa O’Neill, Jan Pepper, Cat Tucker, Mike Wasserman 
 



 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call 
Chair Griffith called the meeting to order at 5:18 p.m.  Quorum was met. 
 
2. Special Order of the Day 
There were no Special Orders of the Day 
 
3. Public Presentations 
There were no public presentations 
 
4. Approval of Minutes from February 26, 2014 Commission Meeting 
Commissioner Bryant motioned approval of the minutes.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Kotowski.  Commissioner Keegan abstained.  The motion to approve amended minutes was passed 
unanimously.  
 
5. Home Composting Education Program (HCEP)*  
TAC Chair, Matt Krupp noted that the Technical Advisory Committee was recommending that the 
Home Composting Education Program, currently staffed by the County, be sent out to bid for these 
services.  Commissioner Wasserman motioned approval to develop an RFP for HCEP services which 
was seconded by Commissioner O’Neill.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
6. Non-Disposal Facility Element (NDFE) – 14th Amendment 
The County of Santa Clara has submitted the Fourteenth Amendment to the NDFE to CalRecycle.  The 
new factsheet is for Valley Recycling San Jose CDI Processing/Transfer Facility.  The process of 
amending NDFEs has changed pursuant to AB341, where there are no longer specific regulatory 
requirements for public noticing or approval.  The NDFE shall be provided to CalRecycle and the local 
task force but is not subject to review or comment.  The Chair recommended that items like this be 
placed on a Consent Calendar in the future. 
 
7. Update on Pharmaceuticals 
Rob D’Arcy stated that SB 1014 – (Jackson, home generated pharmaceutical waste) had made it through 
Appropriations.  It then went on to the Business and Professional Committee where it was met with 
great opposition.  Senator Jackson changed the bill to codify what was adopted through SB 966 in 2007  
as the Model Home-generated Pharmaceutical Waste Collection and Disposal Program.  The bill now 
allows/authorizes pharmacies to become collection centers.  The state has been waiting for the DEA to 
allow pharmacies to collect and manage controlled substances.  Commissioner Bryant asked how cities 
can encourage pharmacies to participate.  Rob noted the nice segue, as the County, the City of San Jose 
and the California Product Stewardship Council had just received a grant from the Santa Clara Valley 
Water District that will allow the recruitment of independent and chain store pharmacies to participate in 
a Countywide effort to set-up pharmacies as collection points..  The City of San Jose and the County 
will provide in-kind services (labor, collect bins) while the CPSC will do heavy messaging and outreach.  
They will coordinate with storm water agencies, solid waste agencies to bring them in as partners too. 

 
Commissioner Tucker asked what becomes of collected pharmaceuticals.  Rob replied that they are 
incinerated by Covanta and that he has been able to get this done at no cost to the County.   

 
Commissioner Kotowski asked if there was a design stipulation for the disposal containers, as there are 
security concerns related to the controlled substances within.  Rob noted that there is a model container 



 

that utilizes a double lock system in which the pharmacies have a lock as does the disposal company, so 
the containers are secure. 
 
Commissioner Griffith said this is analogous to the medical marijuana in which the state is overridden 
by federal law.  Is there concern this will happen with home generated pharmaceutical disposal?  Rob 
reassured that the federal government is supportive and that it is okay to proceed and until the DEA 
regulations are promulgated the volunteer pharmacies will not be accepting controlled substances.  He’s 
already been in contact with major chain stores such as Walgreen’s.  The goal for the grant is to have 50 
of the 265 pharmacies in Santa Clara County participating in a collection program.  With this new 
partnership, Commissioner Griffith asked if Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) for 
pharmaceuticals is still a priority and Rob replied that yes, it absolutely is. 
 
8. Environmental Innovation Center         
Anna Szabo, City of San Jose presented information on the soon to open Environmental Innovation 
Center.  She gave some background information – in 1958, the building was used to house a wax paper 
factory.  The City purchased the property in 1973.  The City’s Environmental Services Department took 
it over in 2006.  The building is designated as “Historically Significant” since it’s a rare example of 
“Mid-Century Modern” architecture in the Bay Area. The corrugated siding and smoke stack will be left 
in place with this designation.  
 
Phase I included landscaping, sidewalk installation, streetlights and street improvements.  Phase II began 
in 2011 and included construction of new HHW building, renovation of existing warehouse, additional 
landscaping and paving.  Phase III will be completed next year with installation of solar panels on the 
warehouse roof, thin film PV on the HHW roof, and the installation of parking canopies and solar panels 
in the parking lot. 
 
The building will house the new permanent Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) facility, a Habitat for 
Humanity ReStore (one of four in the Bay Area) which sells gently used appliances and building 
materials at deep discounts and Prospect Silicon Valley – a demonstration site for testing new 
innovations that focuses on transportation, building, and energy systems.  Founding sponsors are BMW, 
Applied Materials, and Wells Fargo Bank.  Prospect Silicon Valley will be Northern California’s first 
clean tech demonstration center and will also include meeting space for the public. 
 
EIC is anticipated to receive LEED certification.  The 4.27-acre site includes a self-guided tour of green 
features such as solar tracking skylights and solar light tubes, solar panels on warehouse and parking 
canopies, thin film solar cells on HHW building and wind turbines.  Other green features include LED 
streetlights, interior composting toilets, drought tolerant landscaping, vegetated swales and bio-retention 
area for stormwater, smart irrigation system, public art feature captures and reuses rainwater, pervious 
pavement types and Silva cells (tree root system). 
 
Commissioner Mahoney asked if the tenants pay rent and Anna replied that they do. 
 
Commissioner Kotowski commented on the fact that this was a historically significant building.   
 
Commissioner Keegan noted that there are extra points in LEED for reusing existing building and that 
she is pleased to see the HHW permanent facility going in here, as that helps keep hazardous waste out 
of landfills and waterways. 



 

 
A question was asked about the expected volume of collection of hazardous waste.  Rob D’Arcy replied 
that they expect approximately 45,000 participants annually which equates to about 4.5 million pounds 
of hazardous waste being diverted from landfills. 
 
The grand opening of the Environmental Innovation Center is May 30 at 10 a.m. 
 
 
9. Legislative Update 
Mark Bowers provided an update on current legislation.  He highlighted several bills as follows: 
 
SB 1014 (Jackson) – Mark noted that this was an interesting hearing on both sides of the issue and that 
pharmaceutical industry representatives who opposed said to “just put it in the trash” which is not a 
desirable practice from a landfill operator’s point of view.  The generic drug manufacturers make up a 
large part of the market but operate on thinner margins than the big pharmaceutical companies. Other 
problems discussed during the hearing included: 

• the amount of time spent by law enforcement officers overseeing controlled substance collection 
and disposal 

• problems experienced by seniors who are taking large numbers of medications and are unable to 
easily dispose of expired medications or excess amounts caused by doctors changing 
prescriptions—the resulting confusion can lead to overdoses or taking improper medications. 

 
SB 1020 (Monning) – photo voltaic panels are hazardous waste – this bill would require manufacturers 
to set up systems to take them back at end-of-life and manage them responsibly. 
 
SB 270 (Padilla) – Statewide single-use carryout bag bill mirrors most ordinances in Santa Clara 
County. It grandfathers in jurisdictions that have ordinances in place as of January 1, 2014, but the only 
change it allows those jurisdictions to make is to raise paper/reusable bag charges to match the 10 cent 
charge in state law; cannot lower charges to ten cents.  More discretion regarding pre-existing local 
ordinances is needed. Sunnyvale has taken a “Support if amended” position based on that issue. 
 
AB 2371 (Mullin) – This is one company’s attempt to mandate demand for a service that may not be 
necessary or cost-effective in many jurisdictions. 
 
AB 2284 (Williams) – setting up extended producer responsibility take-back program for recycling 
household batteries. 
 
AB 1826 (Chesbro) – The bill intends to reduce the amount of organics going into landfills (and thus 
reduce methane/greenhouse gas emissions) by requiring jurisdictions to provide organics collection and 
composting services for businesses that generate specified amounts of organics, and require those 
businesses to recycle/compost those organics. If a bill along these lines does not become law, CARB has 
said that it will put similar requirements in place using its AB 32 authority. 
 
AB 1594 (Williams) – this bill is related to AB 1826 in that it would allow CalRecycle to declare that 
using green waste as alternative daily cover (ADC) at a landfill is not credited towards diversion for 
purposes of complying with the 50% diversion mandate in state law (AB 939). 
 



 

AB 1504 (Stone) – would ban the sale or distribution of cigarettes that have single-use filters. The 
political power of the tobacco industry is expected to block passage of the bill.   
 
In answer to a question from Commissioner Kotowski, Rob D’Arcy stated that discarded e-cigarettes are 
hazardous waste, as they have LEDs in them as well as lithium batteries.  Commissioner Kotowski said 
the issue of e-cigarettes came up at the League of California Cities meeting and that there is no scientific 
data available to say what happens to nicotine when it goes across a blue laser. 
 
With regard to AB 1826, which aims to keep organics out of landfills to prevent methane from being 
generated, Commissioner Kotowski asked about capturing methane from organic waste after it is 
landfilled. Mark noted that reducing methane generation is precisely why CARB wishes to reduce the 
landfilling of organic waste. Many landfills do capture landfill methane and use its energy content. 
Estimating just what percentage of total methane is emitted into the atmosphere versus how much is 
captured, over the decades-long life of a landfill, is a challenging and controversial topic. 
 
SB 1274 (Hancock) cleans up details of the major mattress recycling bill that previously passed into law. 
Commissioner Wasserman asked about what is meant by “illegally dumped” mattresses. Mark 
responded that it would generally be any mattress that is left on a roadside, next to a dumpster, leaned up 
against a tree – any mattress that is abandoned, whether on public or private property. 
 
10. TAC Minutes 
Matt Krupp, TAC Chair noted that the TAC minutes were in Commissioners’ packets and was happy to 
answer any questions. There were no questions. 
 
11. Announcements/Future Agenda Items 
Chair Griffith stated that Sunnyvale City Council had a discussion about adding e-cigarettes to their 
smoking ordinance and that other jurisdictions are having the same discussion. 
 
12. Adjournment 

Chair Griffith adjourned the meeting at 6:20 p.m. 

 

Next meeting:  Wednesday, June 25, 2014 
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