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RECYCLING AND WASTE REDUCTION COMMISSION MINUTES 

April 26, 2010 
1553 Berger Drive, San Jose, CA 95112 
Building 1, 2nd Floor Conference Room 

Business Meeting at 5:15 p.m. 
 
Voting Members in Attendance  Representing 
Ronit Bryant, City of Mountain View Member at Large – All Jurisdictions 
Kansen Chu, City of San Jose   City of San Jose 
Jim Griffith, City of Sunnyvale  Mountain View, Palo Alto, Sunnyvale 
Rosemary Kamei, SCVWD   Santa Clara Valley Water District   
Evan Low, City of Campbell   Campbell, Los Gatos, Monte Sereno, Saratoga 
Jamie McLeod, City of Santa Clara  Milpitas, Santa Clara  
Curtis Wright, City of Monte Sereno  Member at Large – All Jurisdictions 
Ken Yeager, County of Santa Clara  County of Santa Clara 
 
Voting Members Not in Attendance Representing 
Cat Tucker, City of Gilroy   Morgan Hill, Gilroy 
Kris Wang, City of Cupertino   Cupertino, Los Altos, Los Altos Hills 
 
County Staff to the Commission 
Elizabeth Constantino, Integrated Waste Management Division 
Lisa Rose, Integrated Waste Management Division 

 
Others in Attendance 
Mark Bowers, City of Sunnyvale 
Matthew Cucuzza, McGovern Consulting, American Chemistry Council 
Anthony Eulo, City of Morgan Hill 
Bob Kass, City of Campbell 
Skip Lacaze, City of San Jose 
Lori Topley, City of Mountain View 
Michele Young, City of San Jose 
Jo Zientek, City of San Jose 
 
1. Call to Order/Introductions 
Chair McLeod called the meeting to order at 5:25 p.m. Eight Commissioners were present and quorum was met. 
All present introduced themselves.  Because one Commissioner had to leave early, the Chair asked if Agenda 
Items 6 and 7 could be taken out of order and heard prior to Item 5.  All present agreed to the request. 
 
2. Approval of February 22, 2010 Minutes 
Ken Yeager moved to approve the December 2009 meeting minutes.  The motion was seconded by Rosemary 
Kamei.  The motion to approve the minutes passed unanimously. 
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3. TAC Minutes 
TAC Chair Lori Topley noted that the February TAC meeting was a joint TAC between Santa Clara and Santa 
Cruz Counties.   Traditionally, a joint TAC meeting is held annually with Alameda County but this year the 
Santa Clara County TAC  met with Santa Cruz County.  There was a good exchange about single-use bags, as 
Santa Cruz County was preparing to move forward with a ban and Santa Clara County learned about Santa 
Cruz’ experiences banning polystyrene take out food containers. 
 
7.  Single-use Carryout Bags (heard out of order) 
Commissioner Yeager announced that on April 13, the Board of Supervisors directed staff to move 
forward with a ban on both paper and plastic single-use carryout bags.  Staff will prepare an ordinance 
and return to the Board after the City of San Jose has completed their Environmental Impact Report on 
banning single use carryout bags.  He said the timing is still a little unclear but that the ban would affect 
approximately 52 retailers in unincorporated Santa Clara County after having recently completed a year 
of public education and outreach.  He said he would still like to see a uniform Countywide policy by all 
cities within Santa Clara County. 
 
Commissioner Chu stated that the City of San Jose is working on a draft ordinance and that the City 
Council strongly supports AB 1998 (Brownley).  The City has done extensive outreach with 
stakeholders groups including those in the Spanish and Vietnamese communities.  More outreach will be 
done with the Chinese community and stakeholder meetings will take place April 28 at City Hall West 
Wing Rooms 118-119 and on May 3 at the Martin Luther King Library.  Ongoing stakeholder meeting 
information can be found at www.SJRecycles.org. 
 
Chair McLeod thanked the TAC members for continuing to work on the bag issue.  She stated that she is 
pleased to see results forthcoming. 
 
6.  Zero Litter Summit (heard out of order) 
Commissioner Low announced that Supervisor Ken Yeager and he are inviting everyone to the Zero 
Litter Summit on May 10 at the Campbell Community Center.  Bob Kass, Public Works Director for the 
City of Campbell and a member of the Zero Litter Initiative (ZLI) gave some background on the ZLI 
and provided more details on the Summit.  The ZLI is made up of representatives from water agencies, 
transportation, and solid waste to address litter on roadways and waterways. They are also looking for a 
governing body to which the ZLI can refer policy and occasionally get direction for regional litter 
control.  They are impressed by the RWRC’s ability to move issues like single-use carryout bags 
forward and to recommend regional policy.  The ZLI hopes to come away from the Summit with: 
 

1. specific action items to reduce litter; 
2. consensus on an organizational structure for the group; and  
3. consensus on a resolution that can be adopted by local jurisdictions to address litter. 

  
Mark Bowers noted that litter is not a new topic for TAC and that they have looked at litter several times 
over the past 12 years.  TAC feels that in order for a regional litter campaign to be effective, all players, 
including law enforcement, court system and the District Attorney’s office all need to make this a 
priority and commit to a joint solution. Commissioner Low noted that while this is an information item, 
he also would like Commissioners to refer information on the Summit back to their respective cities.  
Curtis Wright noted that it is also important to remind home owners of their responsibility to keep their 
property clean and free of litter.  Chair McLeod asked that a rep from ZLI comeback to the RWRC 
following the Summit and provide feedback on the outcomes of the Summit. 
  

http://www.sjrecycles.org/
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4. Anaerobic Digestion Presentation 
Michele Young from the City of San Jose gave a general overview of anaerobic digestion.  Governments 
are looking at new ways to convert waste into energy and anaerobic digestion is one such way.  Michele 
detailed the differences between wet and high solids (dry) digestion systems. There are pros and cons 
with both types of systems. It is very important that jurisdictions know what they are going to do with 
the end product.  The methane can be turned into energy and some agencies are looking into converting 
it to compressed natural gas to fuel their vehicle fleets. At this point the state has no regulatory 
requirements other than a composting permit.  The requirements are evolving as more jurisdictions 
begin to implement this technology.  A programmatic EIR is being developed and will be a very useful 
tool for municipalities to use for CEQA. While this technology has been used for quite some time in 
Europe, there is no hard data available in North America.  It is key to have a lot of stakeholder input and 
community education before moving forward.  Because anaerobic digestion systems require a large 
amount of space, it would be beneficial to develop a regional conversion technology facility that can be 
used by all communities.  There needs to be good dialog at both the state and national level and it is 
critical that jurisdictions share what they learn as they move through this process.  A copy of Michele’s 
presentation was sent to all RWRC commissioners following the meeting. 
 
3. Public Presentations (heard out of order) 
There were no public presentations. 
 
8. Expanded Polystyrene Update (EPS) 
Lisa Rose said the TAC directed the Source Reduction and Recycling (SRR) subcommittee to begin 
looking at alternatives to polystyrene take out packaging should a ban go into effect in the future.  The 
SRR subcommittee met April 22 and had a roundtable discussion about alternative products.  The group 
also discussed the importance of looking at what services are provided by waste haulers before banning 
specific products.  For example, there would need to be commercial composting programs available 
should restaurants be asked to switch to compostable serve-ware.  A rep from the American Chemistry 
Council also offered to work with Material Recovery Facilities to provide them with densifiers so they 
could more easily manage polystyrene. 
 
9. Announcements/Future Agenda Items 
Curtis Wright would like to invite someone to speak about what really happens with eWaste once it is collected. 
 
10. Adjournment 
The Chair adjourned the meeting at 6:35 p.m. 
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