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Date: Dec 6, 2000 
Subject: October 25, 2000 SWC Meeting - Approved Minutes 
 
APPROVED 
SOLID WASTE COMMISSION MINUTES 
October 25, 2000 - County Government Center - 5:15p.m. 
 
 
Voting Members in Attendance __ Representing  
 
Manny Diaz, City of San Jose San Jose 
Ralph Faravelli, Member-at-Large All Jurisdictions 
John McLemore, Member-at-Large All Jurisdictions 
Roland Velasco, South County Cities Gilroy, Morgan Hill 
Jack Walker, SMaRT Station Cities  Mountain View, Palo Alto, Sunnyvale  
 
 
 
Voting Members Not In Attendance 
Vacant, North County Cities Cupertino, Los Altos, Los Altos Hills 
Matthew Dean, West Valley Cities  Campbell, Los Gatos, Monte Sereno, Saratoga 
Jose Esteves, Central County Cities Milpitas, Santa Clara 
Tony Estremera, SCVWD Santa Clara Valley Water District 
Joe Simitian, County of Santa Clara County of Santa Clara  
 
Commission Staff 
Margaret Rands, County Integrated Waste Management Program  
Diane Griggs, County Integrated Waste Management Program 
Clifton Chew, County Integrated Waste Management Program 
Sharon Dowell, County Household Hazardous Waste Program 
 
Others in Attendance 
Stephen Bantillo, City of San Jose 
Mark Bowers, City of Sunnyvale 
John Brazil, Supervisor Joe Simitian’s Office 
Barbara Daniels, City of Milpitas 
Cynthia Palacio, City of Mountain View 
Dave Staub, City of Santa Clara 
 
 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER/INTRODUCTIONS 
 
Vice-Chair John McLemore called the meeting to order at 5:20 PM.  Five members were present.  
Due to lack of quorum, all items were discussed as information items only.  Commissioner Dean, 
who had expected to arrive at about 5:45 PM, arrived at 6:00 PM, after the meeting had been 
adjourned. 
 
2. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 
No action was taken due to lack of a quorum.  
 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 



 
The minutes for the meeting of March 22, 2000 were included in the meeting packet.  No action 
was taken due to lack of a quorum. 
 
4. PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 
 
There were no public presentations. 
 
  5. ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
No action was taken due to lack of a quorum. 
 
6. AMENDMENT OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST CODE 
 
No action was taken due to lack of a quorum. 
 
7. 2001 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 
 
The 2001 legislative priorities were distributed in the meeting packet.  Margaret Rands noted 
some of the changes made from last year's priorities, including the addition of Green Purchasing.   
Mark Bowers presented an update on an Oregon court case that turns on language in the Federal 
Aviation Administration Act that precludes state and local governments from  "enforcing laws 
related to the price, route, or service of any motor carrier with respect to the transportation of 
property."  When Washington County was sued by an unfranchised garbage hauler, a federal 
District Court judge for Oregon concluded that municipal solid waste (MSW) was "property" and 
that Washington County's solid waste franchising ordinance was preempted by the FAAA.  The 
case has been appealed to the Ninth Circuit Court, whose jurisdiction includes California and 
other western states.  Although the district court's decision is limited to Oregon at this time, an 
adverse ruling by the Ninth Circuit would not only immediately affect each of the other states of 
the Ninth Circuit, but would also be likely to spawn identical challenges to MSW collection 
franchises in a number of other states.  Margaret expressed concern over any legal ruling that 
would reduce our authority over solid waste and recycling.   
The Solid Waste Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) reviewed the priorities in October and 
recommended approval of the priorities by the Commission.  The priorities have been submitted 
for inclusion in the County of Santa Clara 2001 priorities.  They will also be sent to the League of 
Cities and California State Association of Counties for consideration in their solid waste/recycling-
related priorities for 2001.  Each commissioner present expressed support for these priorities.   
 
8. RELOCATION OF THE SAN JOSE HHW FACILITY 
 
Sharon Dowell reported that the City of San Jose has requested that the Santa Clara County 
HHW Program vacate the San Jose property, the location of the San Jose HHW Collection 
Facility, by July 31, 2001.  This request presents a serious problem for the HHW Program 
because it will be nearly impossible to find, permit, and build a new facility by that deadline.  The 
Technical Advisory Committee, at its October meeting, suggested that the Solid Waste 
Commission request that City of San Jose officials consider providing a longer transitional period 
for relocation of this facility so that collection services can be maintained during development of a 
replacement facility.   
 
Commissioner Diaz stated that when this problem was brought to his attention, he contacted City 
staff to request more time for the relocation.  City Staff extended the deadline to vacate to May 
2002.  Margaret asked if that would be sufficient time to find and develop an alternate site.  
Sharon Dowell responded that, based on their experience with the San Martin facility, it is unlikely 
to be enough time.  It has taken 3 years to reach the stage for issuance of a request for bids.  For 
the replacement facility, site work wouldn't be a problem, because they can move the existing 
facility to the new location.  The biggest problem is expected to be finding a site that can 



accommodate as many as 400 cars in a half day, with a place for cars to line up safely without 
causing a traffic hazard. 
 
Margaret noted that the goal is to find a replacement location in the City of San Jose, because 
such a large population city should have convenient HHW service for city residents.  Currently, 
the northern area of the County is served at the facility in Sunnyvale, and the southern area will 
be served by the San Martin facility when it is completed.  Commissioner McLemore inquired 
about the possibility of locating the replacement facility at the County Fairgrounds.  Sharon 
Dowell indicated that the Fairgrounds had been looked at in the past; however, the Fairgrounds 
long-term plan does not include the Santa Clara County HHW facility.  Sharon stated that the 
HHW staff will meet with City of San Jose staff on November 1st to try to work out further details.  
Commissioner Diaz offered to provide additional assistance if necessary. 
 
9. REQUEST FOR FUNDING FROM SILICON VALLEY ENVIRONMENTAL  
PARTNERSHIP 
 
Margaret Rands discussed the funding request from the Silicon Valley Environmental Partnership 
(SVEP).  The SVEP is seeking funding to update the Silicon Valley Environmental Index, issued 
in 1999. Margaret circulated copies of the 1999 Index.  Margaret noted that the index provides an 
overview of Santa Clara County from an environmental and quality of life perspective.  It is written 
for policy makers, CEOs, students, and council members.  No other resource compiles this range 
of environmental information in one resource. At the October 12th Technical Advisory Committee 
(TAC) meeting, members discussed this request and agreed to recommend that the Solid Waste 
Commission support funding in the amount of $5,000 to assist in the update to the Index report 
section.  If the Commissioners support the proposed funding for this project, County staff will 
develop a contract with SVEP, subject to County approvals, to provide for a maximum of $5,000 
to assist with the update of the report sections on solid waste, add a discussion of household 
hazardous waste, and provide for inclusion of website addresses to simplify access to more 
detailed information on the issues summarized in the Index.  Each commissioner present 
expressed support for the $5,000 funding level. 
 
 
10. TAC CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 
 
Stephen Bantillo, filling in for TAC Chair Skip Lacaze, reported that the minutes from the April, 
August, and September TAC meetings and Draft Minutes from the October TAC meeting were 
included in the packet.  No verbal report was given.  Commission members agreed to review the 
minutes and bring up any questions at the next Commission meeting. 
 
11. COUNTYWIDE PROGRAM UPDATES 
 
A. Integrated Waste Management Program Manager's Report.  Margaret Rands announced that 
the County is recruiting for a Management Analyst - Environmental Resources.  She hopes to find 
an excellent Public Education and Outreach Specialist from this recruitment.  The recruitment will 
be open for 2-3 more weeks. Announcement and application forms were distributed and can be 
accessed at the following website:  http://www.sccjobs.org/cat7/bulletins/b1p-era.html  
An application form can be downloaded at: 
http://www.sccjobs.org/jobs.html 
 
B. Household Hazardous Waste.  Sharon Dowell reported that they are out to bid on the San 
Martin facility.  They expect to make an award by December and complete the project by 
September.  Target projections have been met to serve 3% for every city and, during the first 
quarter, nearly 4,000 residents were served. 
 
C. Public Education Campaign Updates. The packet included a summary report on public 
outreach conducted to date in 2000.  Margaret provided a brief summary of programs and 

http://www.sccjobs.org/cat7/bulletins/b1p-era.html
http://www.sccjobs.org/jobs.html


projects.  She reported that the PaperLess Campaign, Phase 2, won the CRRA 2000 Waste 
Prevention Program of the Year Award at the July conference.  A survey has been conducted on 
the effectiveness of this campaign, the results of which will be used to develop Phase 3.  The 
Phase 3 campaign will focus on reducing waste with computer usage.  Bay Area participation is 
expected, both in the development and running of the campaign.  
 
Margaret reported that the County is in the beginning stages of a partnership with other counties 
called the Landscape Maintenance Outreach Partnership (LMOP).  This project would focus on 
outreach to landscapers in order to reduce the amount of landscape debris going to landfills.  The 
LMOP is funded by the California Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB), with Santa 
Clara County's share being $13,000 on behalf of the entire County. 
 
The County IWM Program conducted three public education/outreach seminars for city staff who 
manage public outreach programs.  They were very well received, and additional seminars are 
planned for the future. 
 
Plans are underway for the 2001 Shop Smart Campaign to begin in January 2001.   
 
This year's America Recycles Day project, the Buy Recycled Campaign, has evolved into a 
regional project.  The campaign will address the theme of Buy Recycled Paper by asking 
residents and businesses to buy recycled paper when choosing paper products for use in their 
homes and offices.  The campaign includes website information, print and radio advertisements, 
theatre showings, and other materials.  Margaret distributed the new posters that were created for 
this campaign and played the radio advertisements for the Commissioners. 
 
The IWM Program is helping to sponsor the second annual Fantasy of Lights in Vasona Park in 
San Jose, which is a fundraiser for the Silicon Valley Parks Foundation.  Litterbags containing a 
recycling message will be provided to visitors when they arrive for their drive through the light 
display areas of Vasona Park. 
 
D. Home Composting Education Program.  The HCEP was holding graduation ceremonies for 18 
new Master Composters this evening.  Margaret Rands provided a brief summary of highlights of 
HCEP accomplishments.  On November 7th, there will be a Volunteer Recognition evening to 
honor Master Composter volunteers.  From the inception of this Program, the Master Composter 
volunteers have donated nearly 12,000 hours and reached over 48,000 people through 
workshops, fairs, lectures, etc.  Over 350 presentations have been made on worm composting at 
schools, and 2500 composting bins have been sold.  Additional bin sales are scheduled for next 
year. 
 
E. Countywide Recycling Hotline.  No report.  Margaret noted that the recycling hotline number is 
referenced in all public outreach materials. 
 
F. Other. No other reports given. 
 
 
12. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Commissioner McLemore announced that Commissioner Diaz may be resigning from the City 
Council and the Solid Waste Commission if his bid for higher office is successful during the 
November election. 
 
Commissioner Faravelli announced that the National League of Cities conference will be held the 
week of December 6th, in Boston.  Therefore, the Solid Waste Commission meeting scheduled 
for that date must be rescheduled.  IWMP staff will poll Commissioners by email to obtain 
consensus on a new meeting date for November/December. 
 



 
13. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:50PM.  Just after the Commissioners departed, Commissioner 
Dean arrived – after making every effort to return from Seattle in time for the meeting.   
 
NEXT MEETING DATE:  November 15, 2000 
MEETING TIME: 5:15 P.M. 


	October 25, 2000 SWC Meeting - Approved Minutes

