
April 25, 2001 SWC Meeting-Approved Minutes  

Date: Aug 23, 2001 
Subject: April 25, 2001 SWC Meeting-Approved  Minutes  
 
APPROVED 
SOLID WASTE COMMISSION MINUTES 
April 25, 2001 - Resource Area for Teachers - 5:15p.m. 
 
 
Voting Members in Attendance __ Representing  
Kris Casto, North County Cities Cupertino, Los Altos, Los Altos Hills 
Matthew Dean, West Valley Cities Campbell, Los Gatos, Monte Sereno, Saratoga 
Jose Esteves, Central County Cities Milpitas, Santa Clara 
Tony Estremera, SCVWD Santa Clara Valley Water District 
Ralph Faravelli, Member-at-Large All Jurisdictions 
Liz Kniss, County of Santa Clara County of Santa Clara 
John McLemore, Member-at-Large All Jurisdictions 
Chuck Reed, City of San Jose City of San Jose 
Jack Walker, SMaRT Station Cities Mountain View, Palo Alto, Sunnyvale 
 
Voting Members Not In Attendance 
Roland Velasco, South County Cities Gilroy, Morgan Hill 
 
County Staff 
Margaret Rands, Integrated Waste Management Program  
Diane Griggs, Integrated Waste Management Program 
Catherine Pandori, Integrated Waste Management Program 
Papia Gambelin, Integrated Waste Management Program 
Rob D'Arcy, Household Hazardous Waste 
W.T.Chow, Environmental Resources Agency 
John Brazil, Office of Supervisor Kniss  
Others in Attendance 
Stephen Bantillo, City of San Jose 
Mark Bowers, City of Sunnyvale 
Skip Lacaze, City of San Jose 
Rick Mauck, City of Santa Clara 
Lavenia Millar, City of Cupertino 
Cynthia Palacio, City of Mountain View 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER/INTRODUCTIONS 
Chairperson McLemore called the meeting to order at 6:15 PM.  Nine members were present. 
Those present introduced themselves.  Commissioner Esteves left the meeting at 6:35 p.m. 
 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The minutes for the meeting of February 28, 2001 were included in the meeting packet and were 
approved unanimously as written.   
 
 
3. PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 
There were no public presentations. 
 
4. TAC CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 
The minutes of the February TAC meeting were distributed to those present.  Stephen Bantillo, 
TAC Chair, noted that the issue of computer recycling is gaining momentum both statewide and 



nationally, prompted in part by a recent State of California (Cal EPA) determination that CRTs 
(both monitors and televisions) are hazardous waste and, therefore, can no longer be disposed of 
at municipal landfills.  It is expected that this determination will increase the cost of disposal of 
CRTs, at least in the short run, while recycling/processing options are developed.  The TAC 
Legislative Subcommittee will be developing recommendations to address four areas of concern:  
1) the potential impact on haulers, 2) the impact on HHW services, 3) a legislative approach for 
manufacturer's responsibility, and 4) development of a unified public outreach message.     
Commissioner Casto asked what we should tell the residents who want to know how to properly 
dispose of their CRTs.  She expressed concern that if this problem is not solved, people will 
dump their computers anywhere.  Margaret Rands responded that they should call the 
Countywide Recycling Hotline (1-800-533-8414), which maintains a list of recyclers for these 
items.  We are working with local and state organizations to address this issue, including 
developing procurement standards that require manufacturer responsibility to take back old 
CRTs.  It is becoming more difficult to donate CRTs to charitable organizations, and the 
Household Hazardous Waste Program is not set up to handle large volumes of CRTs.  
Commissioner Reed noted that, due to energy efficiency concerns, the City of San Jose is 
considering changing their procurement specifications to require flat panels for their computer 
monitors.  This disposal issue would be another reason to make the change. 
Mark Bowers, City of Sunnyvale, said that the current regulatory situation is untenable.  
Sunnyvale collected 800 CRTs (mostly televisions) during their spring cleanup.  They recently 
spent $20-$30 per monitor for disposal. 
Cynthia Palacio, City of Mountain View, indicated that Senator Byron Sher strongly supports e-
waste producer responsibility initiatives.  She also noted that HMR, a local recycling firm, is 
considering charging $20-$30 per monitor. 
Skip Lacaze, City of San Jose, stated that currently there is not a good solution and that the 
quickest remedy is legislation: 1) to reclassify CRTs as Universal Waste rather than hazardous 
waste and 2) to require extended producer responsibility.  The Universal Waste classification 
would allow CRTs to be moved without being manifested, as long as the hauler is a certified 
recycler.   
Commissioner Matthew Dean moved to have an update report on this issue at the June SWC 
meeting.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 
 
 
5. COUNTYWIDE PROGRAM UPDATES 
A. Integrated Waste Management Program Manager's Report.    
1) Update on Disposal Reporting System Working Group.  Margaret Rands summarized the 
update that was included in the TAC minutes, noting findings from research conducted by 
Riverside County. She noted that, in comparison to the huge problems experienced by other 
jurisdictions, Santa Clara County's ongoing DRS problems seemed less severe. The April 3rd 
meeting was the second of an estimated three sessions held to gather input on AB939 diversion 
rate measurement and DRS issues and potential problems.  Margaret stated that her interest in 
participating in the DRS Working Group is to seek solutions that improve accuracy, while assuring 
that the solutions recommended for implementation are practical and cost-effective.   
2) Other.  Margaret announced that Papia Gambelin, formerly with the City of Mountain View, has 
joined the County Integrated Waste Management Program as public outreach coordinator. 
 
B. Household Hazardous Waste.   Rob D'Arcy reported that they are applying for a grant to be 
used for a canopy to protect the waste processing area and office structure at the Sunnyvale 
facility.  They are also aggressively pursuing grants to enhance outreach to include pollution 
prevention education and to target collection and disposal of the pesticides Dursban and 
Diazinon. 
C. Public Education Updates.   Catherine Pandori provided a brief update on countywide public 
outreach campaigns.  

• National Clean Your Files Day was Friday, April 20th.  The County and the City of San 
Jose cooperated in planning a promotion for a Clean Your Files Week for employees.  
Catherine distributed copies of the "Wanted: Pack Rat" posters that were used.  



Commissioner Kniss reported that the Board of Supervisors were giving out 
proclamations for notable "pack rats". 

• 2001 Electric Mulching Lawnmower Rebate Campaign.  The Santa Clara County sales 
events for the regional electric mulching mower rebate campaign are scheduled for 
Saturday, April 28, 2001 at three Home Depot locations (Gilroy, San Jose-Capitol 
Expressway, and Sunnyvale).  Catherine distributed copies of the bill insert. 

• Buy Recycled Paper Campaign.  Catherine distributed copies of the flyers that were 
included with Santa Clara County employees' paychecks on April 20th.  These flyers 
featured the "We're Stumped" graphics on one side. The reverse side provided statistics 
on the number of trees saved, gallons of water saved, and energy saved if you buy 
recycled paper.  The Buy Recycled Paper Campaign has been very successful.  Other 
agencies want to participate in a regionwide campaign next fall.  Commissioner Casto 
suggested that similar flyers be sent to residents as bill inserts in the next buy recycled 
campaign; other Commissioners agreed with this suggestion. Margaret said that staff will 
prepare flyers for use by campaign participants in the regional campaign. 

• Other events and activities can be found at the www.ReduceWaste.org website.   
D. Home Composting Education Program.   No report. 
 
E. Countywide Recycling Hotline.  Margaret reported that the Center for Development of 
Recycling (CDR) has a test website available for viewing and feedback.  The website address will 
be emailed to Commissioners. 
 
F. Other.   Margaret noted that copies of Solid Waste Commission letters to support passage of 
SB 373 (School District Recycling), SB 624 (Litter Control), and  SB 1069 (Plastics), were 
included in the packets. 
 
 
12. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Commissioner Tony Estremera made a motion to support AB 1240, the bill described by Mary 
Simon during the tour of RAFT.  The bill would enable RAFT to assist other California nonprofits 
to form and operate organizations modeled on RAFT and to identify communities that might 
benefit from an organization similar to RAFT. Commissioners unanimously agreed to support AB 
1240. 
 
Chairperson McLemore asked Rick Mauck to provide a brief report on the City of Santa Clara's 
recent citywide cleanup.  Rick reported that between 8,000 - 9,000 tons of wood, tires, 
appliances, and other discards were collected over three and a half weeks, at a cost of $1.5 
million.  A recent survey showed that this program is very popular with residents, receiving an 
85% approval rating.  The recycling rate for the citywide cleanup is only 10-15%, but scavenging 
diverts an unknown amount of waste. 
 
Commissioners and city/County staff had a lengthy discussion of different types of cleanup 
events.  Commissioner Casto noted that the City of Los Altos changed the quarterly cleanup 
program to use an on-call disposal day program; residents can request a special cleanup at their 
convenience.  She expressed concern about unrestricted cleanup programs because they are 
anti-recycling.  Cynthia Palacio noted that the City of Mountain View is considering switching from 
weekend to weekday cleanups.  Skip Lacaze reported that the City of San Jose's recycling rate 
from cleanups based on weight is less than 25%; however, the new contract requires a 50% 
recycling rate.  Stephen Bantillo noted that the City of San Jose coordinates with Project HOPE 
for collection of reusable items at City-sponsored cleanups. 
   
13. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:05PM.  
 



NEXT MEETING DATE:  June 27, 2001 
MEETING TIME: 5:15 P.M. 
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