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Date: Oct 31, 2001 
Subject: August 22, 2001 SWC Meeting Minutes 
 
APPROVED 
SOLID WASTE COMMISSION MINUTES 
August 22, 2001 - SMaRT Station - 5:15p.m. 
 
 
Voting Members in Attendance __ Representing  
Kris Casto, North County Cities Cupertino, Los Altos, Los Altos Hills 
Matthew Dean, West Valley Cities Campbell, Los Gatos, Monte Sereno, Saratoga 
Jose Esteves, Central County Cities Milpitas, Santa Clara 
Tony Estremera, SCVWD Santa Clara Valley Water District 
John McLemore, Member-at-Large All Jurisdictions 
Chuck Reed, City of San Jose City of San Jose 
Jack Walker, SMaRT Station Cities Mountain View, Palo Alto, Sunnyvale 
 
Voting Members Not In Attendance 
Ralph Faravelli, Member-at-Large All Jurisdictions 
Liz Kniss, County of Santa Clara County of Santa Clara 
Roland Velasco, South County Cities Gilroy, Morgan Hill 
 
County Staff 
Margaret Rands, Integrated Waste Management Program  
Diane Griggs, Integrated Waste Management Program 
Catherine Pandori, Integrated Waste Management Program 
Papia Gambelin, Integrated Waste Management Program 
John Brazil, Office of Supervisor Kniss  
Others in Attendance 
Barbara Daniels, City of Milpitas 
Mark Bowers, City of Sunnyvale 
Skip Lacaze, City of San Jose 
Rick Mauck, City of Santa Clara 
Gil Cheso, Newby Island Landfill 
Hilary Gans, BFI Newby Recyclery 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER/INTRODUCTIONS 
Chairperson McLemore called the meeting to order at 6:20 PM.  Seven members were present. 
Those present introduced themselves.   
 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The minutes for the meeting of April 25, 2001 were included in the meeting packet and were 
approved unanimously as written, with the notation that the last sentence on Page 2 was cut off 
on the printed version; however, it was included on the emailed and website-posted Draft 
Minutes.  The complete sentence should read "The Universal Waste classification would allow 
CRTs to be moved without being manifested, as long as the hauler is a certified recycler".   
 
 
3. PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 
There were no public presentations. 
 
4. ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
Following brief discussion, Commissioner Reed nominated Commissioner John McLemore to 



serve as Commission Chair and Commissioner Esteves to serve as Vice-Chair. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Walker. All were in favor. 
 
5. COMMISSION NAME 
Margaret Rands summarized the staff report which recommends that the Commission consider 
recommending to the Board of Supervisors a change to a name that better conveys the purpose 
of the Commission. The name Solid Waste Commission is poorly understood by the public and 
carries a negative connotation. Given the Commission's role in countywide public outreach, staff 
considers this a problem that should be addressed.  
When the Commission was established, conveying its purpose to the public was not an issue, 
because the Commission served as the principal advisory body to city councils and the Board of 
Supervisors on countywide solid waste planning issues and problems; public contact/outreach 
was minimal. The Commission now has a broader role, serving as the sponsor of countywide 
public outreach activities, which are an increasingly important part of countywide cooperative 
programs. A negative view of the Commission's name could have a negative impact on 
accomplishment of countywide public outreach objectives. 
Catherine Pandori reported on staff research on the current name and several alternatives. 
Results of the survey, along with additional alternate names, were distributed. Catherine noted 
that responses to the word "Recycling" indicated a very positive reception.  
Following a brief discussion, Commissioner Estremera made a motion, seconded by 
Commissioner Dean, to recommend that the Board of Supervisors amend the County ordinance 
to change the name to Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission of Santa Clara County. The 
Commission unanimously approved the motion. 
 
6. TAC CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 
The minutes of the May and June TAC meetings were distributed with the agenda packets.  Skip 
Lacaze, Vice-Chair for TAC, noted that Item 6A of the June 14th  
TAC minutes was probably incorrect. In the week following the Commission meeting, Palo Alto 
staff provided the following detailed information on the results of the Palo Alto Electronics 
Recycling Event:  
In just four hours, Palo Alto residents filled seven 24-foot trucks with 70 pallets of electronics, for 
a grand total of 68,436 pounds. Televisions-25,595 lbs. (37.4%), Monitors - 15,262 lbs. (22.3 %), 
Printers - 5,748 lbs. (8.4%), Computers - 8,075 lbs. (11.8%), Consumer Electronics (stereos, 
VCR's etc.) - 9,034 lbs. (13.2 %), Miscellaneous - 4,722 lbs. (6.9%). 
 
7. COUNTYWIDE PROGRAM UPDATES 
A. Integrated Waste Management Program Manager's Report.    
1) Update on Disposal Reporting System Working Group.  Margaret Rands reported that she has 
completed her work with the CIWMB SB2202 working groups, having served on both the 
Disposal Reporting System and Synthesis Working Groups. She stated that she does not expect 
the changes to the disposal reporting system recommended by the three CIWMB SB2202 
working groups to resolve most of the Disposal Reporting System problems experienced by 
Santa Clara County. She noted that, in comparison with those jurisdictions that report severe 
accuracy problems, the DRS appears to work fairly well in Santa Clara County. She also noted 
that the Synthesis Group added a statement to the final recommendation to make clear to 
CIWMB that implementing the recommendations will improve a flawed system, but will not correct 
all inaccuracies. 
2) Update on CRTs/Electronics Disposal.   A News Release from Cal-EPA, included in the 
agenda packet, announced that CRTs are now classified as universal wastes. This classification 
is expected to improve options for collection and recycling activities, because it eliminates the 
hazardous waste manifesting and other requirements associated with designation as  hazardous 
waste. The Countywide HHW Program prepares weekly updates of their list of businesses that 
accept CRTs for recycling. The County Pollution Prevention, HHW, and IWM Programs are 
working together to develop option and recommendations for handling this complex issue. 
Commissioner Casto suggested it would be advantageous to know what various agencies are 
paying for CRT and TV monitor recycling. Skip Lacaze noted that the City of San Jose will pick up 



three bulky items (including CRTs and TVs) for $19 under the "Bulky Goods" clause in their 
franchise agreement.  They are collecting approximately 100 CRTs per week. According to a 
study, the average age of collected TVs is 15 years (and no market for recycling), 8 years for 
CRTs, and 7 years for CPUs. Mark Bowers reported that the City of Sunnyvale is charging 
residents $15 for collection of television monitors and then, in turn, has to pay the recycling firm, 
HMR, approximately $20. According to a Florida study that tested glass in computer monitors for 
hazardous materials, monochrome monitors do not contain hazardous materials. 
 
Commissioner McLemore asked staff to prepare a matrix of costs of bulky goods collection 
services throughout the county, including costs of both pickup and dropoff services, and noting 
any extra fees for CRT and TV collection. The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 
B. Household Hazardous Waste.  A report from Rob D'Arcy, HHW Program Manager, was 
included in the meeting packet. Margaret Rands summarized two points from the report, noting 
that resident participation increased 31% from FY 2000 to FY 2001 and that construction of the 
HHW facility in San Martin is progressing. She said that Commissioners will be invited to the 
grand opening and ribbon cutting ceremony.   
C. Public Education Updates.  Catherine Pandori announced that Santa Clara County won the 
California Resource Recovery Association's (CRRA) Award of Excellence in Partnerships for the 
2001 Electric Mulching Lawnmower Rebate Campaign. She noted that the Bay Area Air Quality 
Management District has asked to use the Santa Clara County campaign’s advertisement in other 
areas for the 2002 campaign. She noted that two new countywide public outreach campaigns are 
being developed 
The Bay Area Regional Outreach Committee (BayROC) is planning the 2002 Save Money and 
the Environment Too campaign. BayROC has also agreed to add the Buy Recycled Paper 
Campaign as a regional campaign for the 2001-2002 fiscal year, using the highly successful 
"we’re stumped" advertisements developed for the 2000 campaign conducted by Alameda, San 
Mateo, and Santa Clara County. This campaign will launch around "America Recycles Day" in 
November 2001.  
Other events and activities can be found at the www.ReduceWaste.org website.   
D. Home Composting Education Program.   Margaret Rands reported that the next Master 
Composter training class will begin on August 29th. She will participate to welcome new Master 
Composter trainees on behalf of the Commission, and will explain how composting fits into 
countywide AB939 goals.  
The next compost bin sale will be held on September 15th. 
E. Countywide Recycling Hotline.  No report. 
E. Current Issues.  Commissioner Reed asked for an update on the ADC (Alternative Daily 
Cover) issue as discussed at TAC. Margaret Rands responded that the issue concerns the 
possibility that some landfills may use more material for daily cover than is necessary. That would 
allow them to escape disposal fees on the material used as ADC. The CIWMB recently initiated 
discussion about ADC and has established an Advisory Panel to report back in October.   
Commissioner Reed requested that this issue be kept on the Commission and/or TAC agendas 
for future updates. 
AB939 Annual Reports for the 2000 goal year are due to CIWMB on September 1st; reports are 
being submitted using a new online report format that automatically does the calculations. The 
Commission requested an update, including a breakdown by jurisdiction on AB939 goal 
compliance, at the October meeting. 
G. Other.  In response to a question by Commissioner Casto, Margaret Rands reported that new 
Legislative Priorities would be prepared and reviewed by TAC prior to submission for Commission 
consideration in October. Commission priorities are submitted to County administration for 
inclusion in the priorities considered by the Board of Supervisors. Having the Commission 
priorities included in the County document simplifies legislative action. Staff also forwards the 
Commission priorities to the League of Cities and CSAC. Subsequent letters of support or 
opposition to pending legislation are written in accordance with these priorities. 
 
8. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Chairperson McLemore noted that both the RAFT and SMaRT Station tours were successful and 



proposed that every other meeting include a tour. Commissioner Dean suggested that a tour of a 
Household Hazardous Waste facility would be of interest. 
Mark Bowers announced their new "high-tech" method for vegetation control on the area 
surrounding the SMaRT station - 95 goats. SMaRT Operations staff also discovered a very 
effective method for controlling seagulls - fishing line strung from 25' poles and connected to the 
buildings seems to scare them away. 
   
9. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30PM.  
 
NEXT MEETING DATE:  October 24, 2001 
MEETING TIME: 5:15 P.M. 
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