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Date: Apr 30, 2003 
Subject: February 26, 2003 RWRC Meeting - Approved Minutes 
 
RECYCLING AND WASTE REDUCTION COMMISSION MINUTES 
February 26, 2003 – County Government Center - 5:15p.m. 
 
Voting Members in Attendance Representing  
Kris Casto, North County Cities Cupertino, Los Altos, Los Altos Hills 
Matthew Dean, West Valley Cities Campbell, Los Gatos, Monte Sereno, Saratoga 
Jose Esteves, Central County Cities Milpitas, Santa Clara 
John McLemore, Member-at-Large All Jurisdictions 
Liz Kniss, County of Santa Clara County of Santa Clara 
Patrick Kwok, Member-at-Large All Jurisdictions  
Chuck Reed, City of San Jose City of San Jose 
Jack Walker, SMaRT Station Cities Mountain View, Palo Alto, Sunnyvale 
 
Voting Members Not In Attendance 
Tony Estremera, SCVWD Santa Clara Valley Water District  
Roland Velasco, South County Cities Gilroy, Morgan Hill 
 
County Staff 
Margaret Rands, Integrated Waste Management Division 
Papia Gambelin, Integrated Waste Management Division 
Catherine Pandori, Integrated Waste Management Division 
Rob D’Arcy, Household Hazardous Waste Program 
Greg Van Wassenhove, Department of Agriculture and Resource Management 
 
Others in Attendance 
Mark Bowers, City of Sunnyvale 
Skip Lacaze, City of San Jose 
Rick Mauck, City of Santa Clara 
 
 
 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER/INTRODUCTIONS 
Chairperson Esteves called the meeting to order at 5:35 PM.  Seven Commissioners were 
present. Meeting attendees introduced themselves. The quorum increased to eight members 
when Commissioner Kniss arrived a few minutes later. Commissioner McLemore left the meeting 
at approximately 6:30 p.m.  
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The minutes from August 28, 2002 were included in the meeting packet and were approved as 
written, with Commissioner Patrick Kwok abstaining. The minutes from October 23, 2002 were 
included in the meeting packet and were approved as written with Commissioner Matthew Dean 
abstaining. 
3. PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 
There were no public presentations. 
4. Conflict of Interest Forms – California Form 700, Statement of Economic Interests 
Margaret Rands noted that this required form was emailed with the meeting packet and asked 
Commissioners to submit their completed form to her office [1735 N. First St. Suite 275 San Jose 
California 95112], no later than March 24, 2003.  She said that an original signature on the cover 
page is required, but noted that any other pages needed for a filing can be photocopies from 
other filings.  



5. TAC CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 
Mark Bowers introduced himself and Rick Mauck as the new 2003 TAC chair and TAC- Vice 
Chair respectively. Mark Bowers noted that the TAC minutes were included in the packet for the 
December 2002 and February 2003 TAC meetings and asked if Commissioners had any 
questions. Commissioner Dean commented on the need to continue support for creating markets 
for Construction and Demolition materials in relation to legislation. Commissioner Casto noted 
that the February 13, 2003 TAC draft minutes, item #7, Funding Street Sweeping, refer to a chart 
that lists funding sources. Commissioners and Mark Bowers discussed Street Sweeping briefly. 
Commissioner Casto requested that a copy of the chart be provided to Commissioners. 
6. Reauthorization of and increase in Countywide AB 939 Implementation Fee; Increase in Solid 
Waste Planning Fee 
Margaret Rands provided a summary of the fee increases. Margaret noted that the increases 
fund the current level of service; no new services have been added. The most recent increases in 
the Solid Waste Planning Fee and the city portion of the AB939 Fee were approved in 1996; 
HHW funding was added to the AB939 Fee in 2000. Commissioners asked questions about the 
assumptions and calculations used in projecting revenues and revenue shortfalls; including 
questions on efforts made to reduce and contain costs. Skip Lacaze explained that TAC 
considered various funding levels, impacts of inflation since 1999, decreases in landfill disposal 
over the period the fees have been in effect, and the needs of jurisdictions and the Countywide 
HHW Program. Future disposal was estimated at 1.4 million tons per year Countywide for fee 
calculation purposes. TAC members agreed that the Countywide HHW service goal of 3% of the 
residents of each jurisdiction should be kept unchanged. Members also discussed the potential 
impacts of the changing HHW waste streams and State requirements, but did not recommend 
changes in the fee to address possible future costs at this time. After discussion, the Commission 
unanimously supported reauthorization of the Countywide AB 939 Implementation Fee at a level 
of $3.35 per ton ($1.85 per ton designated for funding of Household Hazardous Waste Services) 
for the FY 2004 through FY 2006 period and the proposed increase in the Solid Waste Planning 
Fee, bringing the fee to 50¢ per ton.  
The Commission recommendations will be forwarded to the Board of Supervisors for action. 
Following approval by the Board, County staff will send the AB939 Fee reauthorization proposal, 
a copy of the Board of Supervisor’s action, and the AB 939 Agreement to the cities for approval. If 
the Board and all cities approve the reauthorization, the AB939 Fee will continue to be collected 
through June 30, 2006. 
7. Report on Long Range Recycling Capacity Project 
Margaret Rands provided a summary of the data collected in response to the Commission referral 
on this topic and the resulting discussion by TAC. As shown in the report, Santa Clara County 
has a large number of recycling facilities, only 14 of the over 600 facilities are required to have 
Solid Waste Facilities Permits. The County Non Disposal Facilities Element, mandated by the 
state, lists only those facilities that area required to have Solid Waste Facilities Permits. Long 
term recycling capacity needs and related local planning policies were discussed. Commissioner 
Reed suggested that some basic language may be needed in local plans for support of recycling 
and agreed to draft such language for Commission consideration. Commissioner Reed requested 
that further discussion on the topic be placed on the agenda for the next Commission meeting, 
along with his memo. 
8. 2003 Legislative Policies 
Draft 2003 legislative policies, as recommended by the Technical Advisory Committee, were 
included in the meeting packet. Once approved, policies will be used to guide countywide 
legislative action during calendar year 2003. Margaret Rands noted that the draft shows updates 
from last year's policies. This draft was discussed at the October Commission meeting and the 
five Commissioners present supported approval, but no formal action was taken because there 
was not a quorum. Because of submission requirements, the policies were submitted to the 
Board of Supervisors, California State Association of Counties, and the League of Cities for 
inclusion in 2003 priorities. Commissioners unanimously approved the 2003 legislative policies. 
9. COUNTYWIDE PROGRAM UPDATES 
A. Integrated Waste Management Division Manager's Report.    
1) Margaret provided an update on local cities that have implemented or started to implement 



EPP/PSI. She also congratulated all of the jurisdictions that have reached or maintained 50% 
diversion for AB 939 Compliance. Margaret noted that staff is still collecting data as it becomes 
available.  
2) Margaret noted that the Silicon Valley Environmental Index is complete and is available on line 
at http://www.svep.org/. Development and printing of this document was co-sponsored by the 
Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission of Santa Clara County in addition to a number of 
other sponsoring organizations.  
3) Other 
Greg Van Wassenhove, Director of Agriculture and Resource Management, the department 
under which the Integrated Waste Management Division resides, discussed the financial state of 
the County and noted that a number of changes were being considered to address the budget 
shortfall. The Director indicated that budget cuts in his department have necessitated serious 
review of all programs and vacant positions. The current proposal for consideration by the County 
Executive and Board of Supervisors includes deleting the vacant P2 Program Manager position 
and moving the remaining Management Analyst position to the Integrated Waste Management 
Program to continue implementation of the Green Business Program and selected elements of 
the P2 Program. In the interim, Margaret Rands is serving as the interim manager for the 
Pollution Prevention Program through the end of the fiscal year (FY2003). 
Under this scenario, there would be insufficient resources to maintain staffing of the Pollution 
Prevention Committee beginning July 1, 2003. The Director will continue to investigate 
opportunities to address P2 issues through other entities, specifically the Silicon Valley Pollution 
Prevention Center Board and the Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission, noting that 
overlap in membership and target issues with both entities have been identified. The Director will 
discuss potential changes with each affected group. Greg noted that oversight of the Green 
Business Program could be included in the scope of the Recycling and Waste Reduction 
Commission. Commissioner Liz Kniss requested for updates on these issues at future 
Commission meetings. As requested, staff will place this item on the April Commission agenda 
for further update, review, and discussion. 
B. Household Hazardous Waste Program Manager's Report.   Rob D’Arcy provided a summary of 
cities participation in the Countywide Household Hazardous Waste Program.  
C. Catherine Pandori provided a list of events from FY 02-03 and upcoming campaigns for FY 03-
04. Margaret announced that the Master Composter class had 24 participants.  Margaret 
provided an update on Green Business.  
10.   ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Commissioner Esteves noted that the Recycled Products Trade Show will be held in April in 
Sacramento. 
    
11. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:32 p.m.  
 
NEXT MEETING DATE:  APRIL 23, 2003 

http://www.svep.org/
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