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RECYCLING AND WASTE REDUCTION COMMISSION MINUTES 

June 28, 2010 
1553 Berger Drive, San Jose, CA 95112 
Building 1, 2nd Floor Conference Room 

Business Meeting at 12:00 p.m. 
 
Voting Members in Attendance  Representing 
Ronit Bryant, City of Mountain View Member at Large – All Jurisdictions 
Kansen Chu, City of San Jose   City of San Jose 
Jim Griffith, City of Sunnyvale  Mountain View, Palo Alto, Sunnyvale 
Rosemary Kamei, SCVWD   Santa Clara Valley Water District   
Evan Low, City of Campbell   Campbell, Los Gatos, Monte Sereno, Saratoga 
Jamie McLeod, City of Santa Clara  Milpitas, Santa Clara  
Cat Tucker, City of Gilroy   Morgan Hill, Gilroy 
Curtis Wright, City of Monte Sereno  Member at Large – All Jurisdictions 
Ken Yeager, County of Santa Clara  County of Santa Clara 
 
Voting Members Not in Attendance Representing 
Kris Wang, City of Cupertino   Cupertino, Los Altos, Los Altos Hills 
 
County Staff to the Commission 
Elizabeth Constantino, Integrated Waste Management Division 
Lisa Rose, Integrated Waste Management Division 

 
Others in Attendance 
Phil Bobel, City of Palo Alto 
Mark Bowers, City of Sunnyvale 
Arnold Chu, Assemblymember Paul Fong’s Office 
Anthony Eulo, City of Morgan Hill 
Richard Gertman, Cascadia Consulting 
Brock Hill, Premier Recycle Company 
Bob Kass, City of Campbell 
Skip Lacaze, City of San Jose 
Antonio Mastria, Assemblymember Paul Fong’s Office 
Emy Mendoza, City of San Jose 
Trish Mulvey, Santa Clara Basin Watershed Management Initiative 
Jim Piazzo, Green Earth Enterprises 
Dave Staub, City of Santa Clara 
Jo Zientek, City of San Jose 
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1. Call to Order/Introductions 
Chair McLeod called the meeting to order at 12:03 p.m. Nine Commissioners were present and quorum was 
met. All present introduced themselves.   
 
2. Approval of April 26, 2010 Minutes 
Commissioner Bryant moved to approve the April 26, 2010 meeting minutes.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Griffith.  The motion to approve the minutes passed unanimously. 
 
3. Public Presentations  
There were no public presentations 
 
4. Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Minutes 
Past TAC Chair Tony Eulo noted that the TAC has been tightening up the Zero Waste information presented 
earlier this year and will be returning to the Commission at the August meeting.  TAC member Mark Bowers 
also noted that the bag bill (AB 1998 – Brownley) was being heard at the Environmental Committee that 
afternoon. 
 
5. Zero Litter Summit Recap  
Bob Kass thanked Commissioners Low and Yeager for co-hosting the Zero Litter Summit in May 2010 
and reported that approximately 50 people had attended the summit.  There was a wide range of 
stakeholders represented including CalTrans, landfill/solid waste operators, water quality agencies, city 
and county representatives and some non-government organizations (NGO’s).  There were six breakout 
roundtable discussions – Enforcement, Illegal Dumping/Homeless Encampments, Multi-year Public 
Education Campaign, Vehicle Litter Management, Waste Container Management and Organizational 
Structure.  Summaries for each of these breakout sessions were included in the June RWRC packets.  
The Zero Litter Initiative (ZLI) team is looking to next steps – how do they take the information from 
the Summit and put it into action.  Meetings are held monthly and there is a desire to include more 
stakeholders to address these multiple issues.   
 
The ZLI is looking for the best way to continue these efforts and also trying to decide what role the 
RWRC might play with regard to litter issues.  Bob noted that the ZLI would like to do a resolution 
similar to the Zero Waste version that will be going before the Commission in the coming months. 
 
Commissioner Wright asked which of the various prevention ideas did the ZLI feet are the most salient.  
Bob replied that education and behavioral change are critical components but also stressed the 
importance of reducing litter at the source through extended producer responsibility and policy setting 
such as bans on items often found in the litter stream.  Additionally, education needs to be a consistent, 
clear, ongoing message and there has to be some policy and/or enforcement in place as well. 
 
Commissioner Tucker asked if the educational campaign will be multilingual.  Bob responded that there 
is no educational campaign at this time as the ZLI is still looking for a “home” for these types of 
activities.  At present, ZLI is a consortium of agencies and NGO’s but there is no fiscal agent, so that 
would need to be established before a campaign could be developed.  If/when that happens; all 
advertising and outreach would be done in multiple languages. 
 
Commissioner Chu noted that the Silicon Valley Anti-Litter Campaign (SVALC) has been making 
strides on the litter front as well, especially with the Great American Litter Pick Up.  Bob noted that the 
primary focus of the SVALC has traditionally been on this event and thought there could be some good 
synergy if the groups worked cooperatively with one another. Commissioner Chu invites all other cities 
to participate next year – the event in the City of San Jose will be held on the 3rd Saturday of March 
from now on. 
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Commissioner Wright added that the West Valley Cities still has some funding in the form of grants, to 
do education and outreach.  Traditionally these grants have been made to school districts but may be 
available for litter outreach.  Bob also noted that the City of San Jose’s Environmental Services 
Department has public education and outreach funds but reiterated that the messaging needs to be a 
consistent and coordinated effort so that we can maximize the funds that are available. 
 
Commissioner McLeod agreed that a branded, consistent message would be beneficial, especially for 
those cities that may not have the means to do large campaigns on their own.  In the City of Santa Clara 
she advocated for using the tri-annual newsletter, local cable channel and bill inserts to get the message 
out once it has been developed.  She invited the ZLI to bring potential projects forward to the RWRC as 
they come up. 
 
Commissioner Tucker motioned to accept the report and ask that the ZLI return and keep the 
Commission informed of future projects.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Yeager and 
passed unanimously. 
 
6. Home Composting Education Program Update 
IWM Manager Elizabeth Constantino provided a brief overview of the most recent action the RWRC 
took with regard to the Home Composting Education Program (HCEP).  The request to begin charging 
for Bay Friendly classes was approved earlier this fiscal year and IWM began charging for Bay Friendly 
composting classes in January 2010.  Class attendance declined significantly since that time.  Staff 
believes there are a couple of reasons for the decrease in attendance including the cost of the weekend 
workshop ($20); and the change from the traditional composting workshops to the more robust Bay 
Friendly classes which is still unfamiliar to residents.  Additionally, Santa Clara County is the only 
member in the Bay Friendly Coalition that charges for classes, which makes the Coalition’s online 
registration inadequate for Santa Clara County residents, thus placing that responsibility for class 
registration on HCEP staff.   The TAC is requesting that the RWRC recommend to the Board of 
Supervisors that the County of Santa Clara discontinue charging for the Bay Friendly classes so that 1) 
Santa Clara County can more fully utilize the Bay Friendly Coalition’s resources and 2) operational 
efforts and costs of IWM staff processing registrations and payments for classes will be reduced and 
finally; if the cost was an impediment to attendance, removing that impediment should increase 
attendance.   
 
Commissioner Yeager noted that he’d attended the Master Composter graduation and agreed that the 
composting volunteers are a very dedicated group of individuals who are committed to composting at 
home and helping the County to achieve higher diversion as a result. 
 
Elizabeth clarified that the 10-week Master Composter training will again be conducted next winter and 
participants will still pay $50 to attend this ten week course.  The RWRC is being asked to recommend 
to the Board of Supervisors that the Board allow the HCEP to discontinue the $20 charge for the three 
hour Bay Friendly composting weekend workshops. 
 
Commissioner Chu asked if the classes could be taught through the County’s website and noted that the 
City of San Antonio has had a lot of success with web-based programs.  Elizabeth replied that there is a 
lot of information on the ReduceWaste.org website about home composting but that many people learn 
by doing and the Bay Friendly classes are a great way for residents to get hands-on training. 
 
Commissioner Bryant asked how TAC arrived at the $20 charge and if it was a materials cost.  Elizabeth 
replied that it was.  Commissioner McLeod asked if there is lost revenue as a result of the decrease in 
attendance.  Elizabeth said yes, but more fully utilizing the Bay Friendly Coalition’s resources will 
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almost fully mitigate any revenue not collected by not charging for the workshops.  Elizabeth stated 
additionally that it was important to remove impediments to attendance and encourage residents to take 
up the cause of composting to increase diversion in the County. 
 
Commissioner McLeod asked that staff report back in six months with a progress report. 
 
Commissioner Griffith motioned to approve TAC’s recommendation to discontinue charging for the Bay 
Friendly workshops and forward a favorable recommendation to the Board of Supervisors and to report 
back in six months with a progress report.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Tucker and 
passed unanimously. 
 
7. Announcements/Future Agenda Items 
One of the Commissioners noted that they have seen single serve coffee services at many businesses and 
is very concerned that mass quantities of these products are being disposed of in landfills each day.  
While coffee grounds themselves are compostable the foil and plastic packaging is not and it is difficult 
to separate the grounds from the container.  Several manufacturers make these products including 
Keurig, Flavia and Senseo.  Elizabeth commented that part of the Zero Waste philosophy is to address 
these types of issues in the waste stream as they emerge as issues and are brought to our attention.  This 
can be done as part of the Product Stewardship component and looking at product design as well as 
educating the manufacturers of single use products about the increase to the waste stream.  TAC just had 
a similar discussion about nylon tea bags and musical greeting cards.  In the case of musical greeting 
cards, letters were developed and sent to the card manufacturers.  The Source Reduction and Recycling 
subcommittee of the TAC discussed drafting a template letter that can be altered to address new items as 
they are developed and will discuss with TAC who the most appropriate recipient of the letter should be.  
Commissioner Bryant asked if we had received a response from the card companies and Elizabeth 
replied that we had not.  It was noted that the state legislation that dealt with Extended Producer 
Responsibility died in the legislative process.  Commissioner Wright recommended that letters be copied 
to state and national leaders, as well as the press so that more people can be aware of these important 
issues. 
 
Commissioner Griffith announced that he’d attended a fundraiser sponsored by Specialty Solid Waste and 
Recycling called “Dinner at the Dump” over the previous weekend.  Beneficiaries of this event include the 
Avon Walk for breast cancer, the YMCA, Sunnyvale Community Services, Leadership Sunnyvale and the 
Rotary Club of Sunnyvale.  For special events, Specialty will provide pink carts to increase breast cancer 
awareness. 
 
Commissioner Tucker said she would like to thank whoever did the radio and TV ads that promote reusable 
bags.  She found the TV ad informative and fun.  Emy Mendoza commented that the ads were created by 
BayROC – the Bay Area Recycling Outreach Coalition.  The County of Santa Clara (through TAC) contributed 
the remaining PubEd budget to bring the commercial to local markets and provided the Recycling and Waste 
Reduction logo and the voiceover at the end of the television commercial. 
 
8. Adjournment 
Because only one Commissioner was able to tour the Materials Recovery Facility, the business meeting 
was adjourned out of order.  Commissioner Low motioned to adjourn; Commissioner Yeager seconded 
and the meeting was adjourned at 12:48 p.m. 
 
9. Tour of GreenWaste Material Recovery Facility 
Commissioner Wright, Antonio Mastria and Arnold Chu from Assemblymember Paul Fong’s Office, 
Lisa Rose and Kam Johal (County Integrated Waste Management Division) toured the GreenWaste 
Materials Recovery Facility immediately following the business meeting. 
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