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RECYCLING AND WASTE REDUCTION COMMISSION MINUTES 

August 22, 2012 
Board Chambers 

70 West Hedding Street, San Jose CA 
Business Meeting at 5:15 p.m. 

 
Voting Members in Attendance   Representing 
Ronit Bryant, City of Mountain View  Member at Large – All Jurisdictions 
Kansen Chu, City of San Jose    City of San Jose 
Don Gage, SCVWD, Alternate   Santa Clara Valley Water District  
Susan Garner, City of Monte Sereno   Member at Large – All Jurisdictions 
Jim Griffith, City of Sunnyvale   Mountain View, Palo Alto, Sunnyvale 
Jamie McLeod, City of Santa Clara   Milpitas, Santa Clara  
Cat Tucker, City of Gilroy    Morgan Hill, Gilroy 
Mike Wasserman, County of Santa Clara  County of Santa Clara 
Gilbert Wong, City of Cupertino   Cupertino, Los Altos, Los Altos Hills 
 
Voting Members Not in Attendance  Representing 
Diane McNutt, Town of Los Gatos   West Valley Cities 
 
County Staff to the Commission 
Elizabeth Constantino, Integrated Waste Management Division 
Lisa Rose, Integrated Waste Management Division 

 
Others in Attendance 
Scott Bourdon, County of Santa Clara, Department of Environmental Health 
Mark Bowers, City of Sunnyvale 
Rob D’Arcy, County of Santa Clara, Household Hazardous Waste 
Kamika Dunlap, Alameda County Supervisor Nate Miley’s Office 
Anthony Eulo, City of Morgan Hill 
Skip Lacaze, City of San Jose 
Doug Muirhead, Morgan Hill resident 
Pat Showalter, Santa Clara Valley Water District 
Dave Staub, City of Santa Clara 
  



 

1. Call to Order and Introductions 
Chair McLeod called the meeting to order at 5:15p.m.  Quorum was met and Commissioners introduced 
themselves.  
 
2. Approval of Minutes from June 27 and July 16, 2012 RWRC meetings 
Commissioner Wasserman motioned approval of the minutes.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Griffith; the minutes from both meetings passed with abstentions from Commissioners 
Gage, Wong and Garner who were not present at those meetings.   
 
3. Public Presentation (3-minute limit)  
Doug Muirhead, a member of the public from Morgan Hill, commented that it was his belief that the 
Special Meeting that was held to decide on whether or not to continue with Arroyo Associates was for 
the wrong reasons.  He disagreed with the manner in which the issue was handled and that comments 
made in the minutes of that meeting were inappropriate as to the innocence/guilt of the principal, stating 
that people are innocent until proven guilty. 

 
4. Election of Officers 
Lisa Rose opened the floor for nominations for Chair.  Commissioner Gage nominated Jim Griffith for 
Chair.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Wasserman. Commissioner Griffith stated that he 
would be honored to serve but said he would like to allow the current Chair to serve through the 
remainder of her City Council term considering the outstanding job she’s done thus far. Commissioner 
Wasserman said he would add that as a friendly amendment if that was acceptable to the motion maker.  
Commissioner Gage accepted the friendly amendment.  Chair McLeod thanked Commissioner Griffith 
and stated that she would accept if the vote passed.   There were no other nominations and nominations 
were closed.  A vote was taken and the motion passed unanimously.  Chair McLeod then opened the 
floor for nominations for Vice Chair.  Commissioner Gage nominated Commissioner LeZotte to serve as 
Vice Chair for the following year. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Wasserman.  There were 
no other nominations and the vote was unanimous. 
 
5. Verbal Update on Organizational Structure MOA* 
Elizabeth Constantino said that an Informative Competitive Process was issued to 24 potential 
contractors and that proposals were due on August 21 by 3 p.m.  A meeting was scheduled with key 
TAC members to review proposals in August 27. 
 
6. Alameda County Pharmaceutical Take Back Ordinance  
Kamika Dunlap, Policy Assistant with Alameda County Supervisor Nate Miley’s Office spoke about 
Alameda County’s recent passage of a Drug Take Back Ordinance.  Alameda County is the first local 
government in the country mandating that pharmaceutical companies pay for collecting and disposing of 
leftover drugs they manufacture.  When the ordinance was first introduced to the Board of Supervisors 
they were very supportive but wanted to be sure all stakeholders had been engaged.  Staff conducted 
several stakeholder meetings with industry representatives, the California Product Stewardship Council, 
Save the Bay, Clean Water Action and many other environmental groups.  The ordinance was revised 
and tightened up and passed unanimously by the Board on July 24, 2012.   This ordinance is unique in 
that it applies to all the cities in the County, with the exception of Berkeley, and also applies to the 
unincorporated portions of the County. Ms. Dunlap noted that there was a lawsuit filed by the District 
Attorney’s Environmental Committee against Walgreen’s for illegally dumping hazardous medical 
waste.  If a large retailer is unsure how to safely dispose of pharmaceuticals, residents need to be 



 

educated as well. Staff at Alameda County placed a lot of emphasis on building relationships with key 
stakeholders and have offered to share contacts, resources, and lessons learned with other Counties who 
wish to enact a similar ordinance. 
 
Commissioner Griffith congratulated Alameda County for taking this action and wondered if a similar 
ordinance could be passed in Santa Clara County.  Ms. Dunlap stated that the state needs to approve the 
ordinance before it can go into effect. 
 
The ordinance puts the onus on the pharmaceutical companies to submit a plan to Alameda County as to 
how they will manage and pay for the take-back program. 
 
Chair McLeod asked if this applies to only drugs manufactured in Alameda County or if it was all drugs 
sold in Alameda County.  Ms. Dunlap clarified that the ordinance applies to all pharmaceuticals sold in 
Alameda County and that industry will identify what pharmaceuticals are sold within the County.  The 
County will develop a database and track this information. 
 
Rob D’Arcy noted that in most cases, the County does not have authority to pass an ordinance that 
would apply to all cities within a County, but an ordinance such as this would be permissible under the 
Medical Waste Management Act. 
 
7. Household Hazardous Waste/Don't Dump Drugs Down Drains (HHW/5D) grant 
Dorian Quigley from Heart of the Valley said that she had presented to the Commission back in 2009 
asking for their support to expand their program in which volunteer pharmacists, accompanied by a law 
enforcement officer, would go to homebound seniors and collect both medical and hazardous waste 
from them.  She was thrilled to announce that a grant from the Santa Clara Valley Water District is now 
allowing them to do just that.  Donna Marencia wrote a manual for how communities can set up similar 
programs for targeted clients (seniors, disabled persons, etc.).  This manual will be available soon in a 
hard copy version and on the Heart of the Valley website, They also used funds from the grant to 
develop a kit that includes a tri-fold pocket size brochure that lists all pharmaceutical drop-off locations 
in Santa Clara County, note pads and a button. 
 
8. Update on Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) 
Rob D’Arcy presented a PowerPoint on Extended Producer Responsibility which endeavors to shift the 
cost of managing hazardous materials from local government back to the product manufacturers.  There 
have been 128 EPR resolutions passed in California and 13 new product stewardship councils 
throughout the United States. 
 
Commissioner Griffith asked if EPR really shifts the cost to the consumer.  Rob said yes, but that it is a 
good thing.  Currently rate payers are paying the cost through garbage bills.  With EPR, the consumers 
themselves would be paying for the waste they actually generate, removing the burden from the general 
rate payer". 
 
Mark Bowers, Solid Waste Program Manager from the City of Sunnyvale, also noted that with regard to 
moving the cost back to the manufacturer, manufacturers may choose to redesign products so that they 
are easier to take apart for the various recycling streams.  Commissioner Griffith would like to consider 
adding EPR to the annual work-plan when it is discussed at the December meeting and asked that those 
cities with adequate EPR resolutions be identified by that meeting. 



 

 
9. TAC Minutes 
Dave Staub, TAC Chair, noted that the June 2012 TAC minutes had been distributed with the packet and 
he would be happy to answer questions.  Commissioners had no questions. 
 
10. Announcements/Future Agenda Items 

• Elizabeth noted that the Green Business Recognition Event will be held September 13, 2012 in 
the Isaac Newton Senter Auditorium 

• The Chair noted that there was general consensus among Commissioners that a countywide 
pharmaceutical ordinance should be considered when the 2013 work-plan is being developed in 
December. 

• The Chair suggested that cities help to promote the 5D program and that it would require 
minimal staff time to do so. 

 
11. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:35 p.m. 

 

The next meeting will take place Wednesday, October 24, 2012 at 5:15 PM in the Isaac Newton 
Senter Auditorium on the ground floor of 70 W. Hedding. 
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