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Voting Members in Attendance   Representing 
Jim Griffith, City of Sunnyvale   SMaRT Station Cities  
Michael F. Kotowski, City of Campbell  West Valley Cities 
Linda J. LeZotte, SCVWD    Santa Clara Valley Water District 
Manh Nguyen, City of San Jose   City of San Jose 
Rod Sinks, City of Cupertino    North County Cities 
Cat Tucker, City of Gilroy    South County Cities  
Mike Wasserman, County of Santa Clara  County of Santa Clara 
 
Voting Members Not in Attendance  Representing 
Teresa O’Neill, City of Santa Clara   Central County Cities  
Jan Pepper, City of Los Altos    Member at Large  
Greg Scharff, City of Palo Alto   Member at Large  
 
County Staff to the Commission 
Rob D’Arcy, Manager, TAC Administrator 
Lisa Rose, Commission Staff 

 
Others in Attendance 
Cheri Donnelly, City of Cupertino 
Anthony Eulo, City of Morgan Hill 
Karen Gissibl, City of Sunnyvale 
Kieran Kelly, Supervisor Yeager’s Office 
Matt Krupp, City of Palo Alto 
Doug Muirhead, Morgan Hill resident 
Dave Staub, City of Santa Clara  
Anna Szabo, City of San José  
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1. Call to Order and Roll Call 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 5:37 p.m.  A quorum of six Commissioners were present at start 
of the meeting with one additional Commissioner arriving shortly thereafter.  
 
2. Special Orders of the Day 
There were no special orders of the day. 
 
3. Approval of Minutes from June 24, 2015 RWRC Meeting 
Staff noted that there was a change to the June 24, 2015 minutes. They noted that Commissioner Pepper 
had not attended when she had been there. A correction was made. Commissioner Wasserman motioned 
approval of the amended minutes. It was seconded by Commissioner Kotowski. The motion was 
approved with one abstention. 
 
4. Public Presentations  
There were no public presentations. 
 
5. Consent Calendar 
There were no items for the Consent Calendar.  

 
6. Election of Officers 
Before opening the nominations, Chair Griffith welcomed Commissioner Nguyen who is representing the 
City of San Jose.  
 
Lisa Rose opened the floor for nominations for Chair. Commissioner Wasserman nominated 
Commissioner Griffith for Chair and Commissioner LeZotte to serve as Vice-Chair. There were no other 
nominations. The nominations were closed. A vote was taken and passed unanimously. 
 
7. Food Rescue Capacity Report Findings 
Anna Szabo, TAC Chair stated that the Final Report was reviewed by TAC at their August meeting along 
with a list of recommendations made by the Ad Hoc Food Rescue Subcommittee.  
 
Ad Hoc Food rescue Subcommittee Co-chair, Matthew Krupp, detailed some of the recommendations that 
TAC would like to focus on. The first is to hire a Countywide Food rescue Coordinator who would 
coordinate a number of activities. The first activity would be to convene a summit, bringing all the 
various stakeholders together to address the issue of food rescue. This would include various agencies 
from local government – environmental health, solid waste/recycling , public health, social services – and 
those generating food (restaurants, caterers, university dining services), those collecting the food from the 
establishments (Peninsula Food Runners, Food Recovery Network, Stanford Project on Hunger - 
SPOON) and delivering and those distributing the food (Second Harvest, shelters, soup kitchens). 
 
One of the outcomes anticipated from this summit is to form a regional working group who could look at 
the impediments to getting food in the hands of those in need. The capacity report found that the 
infrastructure and coordination between agencies and organizations is lacking. The goal would be to 
figure out how to better address these issues. 
 
Michael Marlaire of Joint Venture Silicon Valley is heading up a project called Feeding the Hungry 
whose mission is not that far off from what the TAC wants to do and would be a great complement to 
these activities. 
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Matt strongly encouraged the Commissioners to be involved as this is a win-win for all – divert food 
waste from the landfill and feed those who need it most. 
 
Commissioner Wasserman asked about the hiring of a coordinator and who that might be? Matt 
responded that it could be someone already in an existing food rescue group and that TAC may be able to 
augment the funding of that position to include additional activities. Commissioner Wasserman noted that 
the food rescue groups seem to be the lynchpin and need the most resources and support. Matt noted that 
these types of organizations could certainly benefit from having a refrigerated truck or other things that 
would allow them to better handle the food collected. 
 
Commissioner Kotowski noted that at the bottom of page 44 of the report it listed the amount of discarded 
food and it reminded him about an effort for managing wet waste and how best to calculate accurately 
how much is being thrown out. Matt said that the City and County of San Francisco estimate that there is 
approximately eight (8) pounds of food per week, per household, that is thrown out weekly. In Palo Alto, 
40% of the waste stream is compostable, of which the majority of that is food. The goal is to keep that out 
of the waste stream. 
 
Commissioner Sinks echoed Commissioner Wasserman’s comments about the need to support food 
rescue organizations’ efforts and noted he and his family are involved with West Valley Community 
Services. He noted that many of these gleaning organizations use their own vehicles to transport fruit and 
other food that is collected by the food banks and shelters. He believes supporting these agencies is well 
worth the time, effort and financial support. 
 
Commissioner LeZotte commented that the Food Shift report was really well done. She asked what the 
next steps are for moving forward. Matt replied that the first step is to identify someone who can 
orchestrate the summit. From there they would review the list of priorities recommended by TAC and 
which of those can be tackled by a working group. Anna mentioned that the summit will be a great 
occasion for organizations to network and see what one organization needs and another may have – a real 
peer to peer dialog and opportunity to share resources. 
 
Commissioner Nguyen recommended that there be a plan for food waste prevention outreach in various 
languages including Spanish and Vietnamese. Matt said that in Palo Alto they are using the EPA’s “Food 
Too Good To Waste” Tool Kit http://www.epa.gov/smm/web-academy/2012/pdfs/smm1112_zanolli.pdf  
that shows residential customers how to prevent food waste. He also said he would hope that TAC could 
empower the Public Education Subcommittee to produce information that could be distributed 
countywide. 
 
Rob D’Arcy noted that Commission approved $65,000 in the current fiscal year budget to address food 
rescue. Fifteen thousand would be used for public education and outreach and the remaining $50,000 
would be for implementation. 
 
Chair Griffith noted that people typically think of food rescue organizations as safety nets and not as 
much as sustainability agents who can affect diversion and greenhouse gas emission reductions. They 
would be ideal candidates for grant funding and perhaps jurisdictions could assist in finding grants. Matt 
replied that the Ad Hoc subcommittee has been looking at various grants including Cap and Trade grants. 
They have found that much of that money is tied to capital projects to build composting and anaerobic 
digesting facilities and could get extra points for having food rescue organizations piggy back on their 

http://www.epa.gov/smm/web-academy/2012/pdfs/smm1112_zanolli.pdf
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proposals. There are no local companies who are looking to do that at this time, however CalEPA noted 
that it is acceptable to partner with another agency or company from an outside waste shed. 
 
Commissioner Griffith asked if being an NGO would put them at a disadvantage to receive grant funding. 
Matt wasn’t sure but offered that may be a good use of TAC resources. Commissioner Griffith also asked 
about the sample greenhouse gas emissions calculations of CO2 listed on page 46. Matt said staff will 
find out how Food Shift methodology to arrive at those numbers and share with the Commission at their 
next meeting. He also noted that food waste creates methane gas when it breaks down which is a huge 
contributor to GHGs. 
 
Doug Muirhead, a Morgan Hill resident noted that the County has a new General Plan Health Element 
and while it doesn’t use the term food rescue specifically, there is a chapter on food access and a strategy 
to reduce food insecurity and a policy to reduce food waste through food recovery and distribution that 
works in support of food rescue and food insecurity. He was disappointed the Health Element was not 
included in the report. He also noted that the report listed food recovery as a priority over composting and 
the report also mentions being converted into soil fertilizer, food scraps may be converted into natural gas 
and doesn’t want to see the County make a mistake in not selling food rescue as energy savings for farm 
fuel and fertilizer and also did not acknowledge the potential impacts of diverting feedstock from 
composting into energy production. In spite of that, he also applauded the efforts that went into this study.  
 
Commissioner LeZotte motioned to accept the report and it was seconded by Commissioner Wasserman. 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
8. Update on Pharmaceutical Ordinance 
Before starting, Commissioner Wasserman asked if he needed to recuse himself. Rob clarified that this 
was a continuation from the June Commission meeting on this item and that he was just providing an 
update.  Because this was not an actionable item, Commissioner Wasserman was able to hear that update. 
Rob provided an update on the Countywide Safe Drug Disposal Ordinance that was adopted by the Board 
of Supervisors June 23, 2015. He noted that San Mateo, San Francisco  and Santa Clara County all 
adopted ordinances and that Marin County adopted one just two weeks ago. The main difference between 
these four Counties’ ordinances and Alameda County’s is that these four include over the counter 
medication in addition to prescription medications.  
 
There has already been coordination between the four counties and they are collectively communicating 
with drug manufactures. The first workshop was held in July to educate retailers and wholesalers about 
the ordinances and have already made good inroads building communication channels. 
 
The Pharmaceutical Product Stewardship Working Groups (PPSWG) managed by groups in D.C. and are 
taking a similar path as other Product Stewardship Councils. We are making the Stewardship Plan 
submittal process as simple and efficient for manufacturers as possible. 
At this time there is no activity or legislation at the state level with regard to pharmaceutical take back 
programs. 
 
The County has developed a website – www.sccsafemeds.org – and is set up to be an informational portal 
for residents, retailers and manufacturers to open up a dialog. 

http://www.sccsafemeds.org/
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9. TAC Minutes 
There were no questions or comments regarding the TAC minutes. 
 
10. Announcements and Future Agenda Items 
Lisa Rose announced that Clifton Chew will be placing an ad in the Mercury News September 4 asking 
for non-governmental organizations to submit an application and letter of interest for serving on the 
Technical Advisory Committee over the next two years beginning in January. The Commission will 
appoint those seats at their December 2015 meeting. 
 
Chair Griffith reminded that the Green Business Recognition Event will be held Tuesday, September 29th 
at Isaac Newton Senter Auditorium at 5:30 p.m. All are welcome to attend. 
 
Chair Griffith announced that the City of Milpitas is bringing a Single-use Carryout Bag ordinance to 
their City Council on September 1 and encouraged interested parties to be there to support it. 
 
11. Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:10 p.m. 
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