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RECYCLING AND WASTE REDUCTION COMMISSION MINUTES 
August 27, 2014 

Board Chambers 
70 W. Hedding Street 

San Jose CA 95110 
Business Meeting at 5:15 p.m. 

 
Voting Members in Attendance   Representing 
Jim Griffith, City of Sunnyvale   SMaRT Station Cities  
Michael F. Kotowski, City of Campbell  West Valley Cities 
Linda J. LeZotte, SCVWD    Santa Clara Valley Water District 
Orrin Mahoney, City of Cupertino   North County Cities 
Cat Tucker, City of Gilroy    South County Cities  
Mike Wasserman, County of Santa Clara  County of Santa Clara 
 
Voting Members Not in Attendance  Representing 
Ronit Bryant, City of Mountain View  Member at Large  
Kansen Chu, City of San José    City of San José 
Teresa O’Neill, City of Santa Clara   Central County Cities  
Jan Pepper, City of Los Altos    Member at Large  
 
County Staff to the Commission 
Rob D’Arcy, Manager, Recycling and Waste Reduction Division  
Lisa Rose, Recycling and Waste Reduction Division 

 
Others in Attendance 
Mark Bowers, City of Sunnyvale 
Anthony Eulo, City of Morgan Hill 
Christine Flowers, California Product Stewardship Council 
Kevin Hendrick, California Product Stewardship Council 
Matt Krupp, City of Palo Alto 
Chris Lester, California Product Stewardship Council 
Doug Muirhead, Morgan Hill resident 
Heidi Sanborn, California Product Stewardship Council 
Jennifer Seguin, City of San José  
Dave Staub, City of Santa Clara 
Anna Szabo, City of San José  
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1. Call to Order and Roll Call 
Chair Griffith called the meeting to order at 5:20 p.m.  Only four Commissioners present at start of the 
meeting.  Quorum was not achieved until 5:35 p.m.  Items were taken out of order until quorum was 
met. 
 
2. Special Order of the Day 
There were no Special Orders of the Day 
 
3. Public Presentations 
There were no public presentations 
 
4. Wrap-up of Legislative Session (Agenda Item #8) 
Mark Bowers stated the update was in the packet but that there had been a lot of movement since the 
packet went out as the legislative session will end August 31.  Mark provided the following updates 
using the list from the packet: 

• AB333 – still in Senate 
• AB1594 – The bill passed the Senate, but is now back to the Assembly for concurrence in Senate 

amendments [editor’s note: not on the Governor's desk, as was stated]. Rumor has it that CalRecycle is not 100% 
supportive of current bill language and would like to see the $1.40 per ton disposal fee charged on this ADC. If this 
passes, CalRecycle might not be upset if Governor vetoed. 

• AB1699 – failed passage in Senate 
• AB1743 – gone to Governor 
• AB1826 – gone to Governor, rumored it may be vetoed; if it does, issue will be placed in 

CARB’s purview  
• AB1907 – gone to Governor  
• AB 2355 – gone to Governor 
• SB 498 – gone to Governor 
• SB1014 – hostile amendments have caused the sponsor to pull the bill for this session 
• SB1249 – odd process – Assembly had passed, then rescinded and sent back to Assembly; 

removed requirement that the Regional Water Quality Control Board identify a landfill that can 
accept shredder fluff 

• SB1274 – gone to Governor 
• SB 1383 – gone to Governor 
• SB270 – failed in the Assembly 38-33, needed 41 votes to pass; All Republicans, some 

Democrats voted “No.”  Eight Democrats (mostly from Southern California) didn’t vote.  Job-
retention concerns related to the Safeway/Albertsons merger and unrelated to the bag ban caused 
UFCW union to switch from “support” to “neutral” at the last minute.  Prior to the switch, 
grocery employee union had allied itself with the grocery chains in support of the bill.  
Supporters have until midnight 8/31 to get 41 votes and get Senate to concur in Assembly 
amendments. 

 
Chair Griffith noted that in the Assembly, an abstention counted as a “no” vote. 
 
5. Recap of the 2014 CRRA – SWANA Joint Conference (Agenda Item #9) 
Dave Staub, City of Santa Clara and SWANA member stated that it was good to have two organizations 
come together and support issues where there had previously been some opposing views.  The joining of 



 

SWANA (Solid Waste Authority of North America and CRRA (California Resource Recovery 
Association) led to more than 700 attendees and 60 exhibitors.  Dave said the Technical Program was 
really inspiring and offered workshops on organics processing, the connection between solid waste and 
water quality, food recovery programs, innovations in diversion, waste reduction in schools, EPR, 
compostable plastics, greening sports venues, etc.   There were four award recipients from Santa Clara 
County including:  Richard Gertman, Recycler of the Year; Michel Young, Dave Hardy Leadership in 
Organics Award; Zanker Recycling, Outstanding C&D Award; and San Jose State’s Center for the 
Development of Recycling (CDR), Outstanding Waste Prevention. 
 
Anna Szabo, City of San Jose and CRRA member, echoed Dave’s comments and added that there were 
also some great tours including Levi’s Stadium, Earthquakes Stadium, and an unofficial event – the 
Earthquakes game on August 2.  She noted there were 46 sessions, 170 speakers and that this was the 
largest conference CRRA had ever held with attendance from all over California, other states and 
Canada.  Keynote speakers included Dr. Allen Hershkowitz, Natural Resources Defense Council, Sadhu 
Johnson, Deputy City Manager of Vancouver, BC and Russell Hancock of Joint Venture Silicon Valley.  
Anna noted that the City of San Jose gave out two Heart of San Jose Awards – one to Habitat for 
Humanity ReStore as a non-profit and the other to Gordon Biersch as a for-profit business. 
 
6. Approval of Minutes from April 23 and June 25, 2014 Commission Meetings (Agenda Item #3) 
Commissioners LeZotte and Wasserman noted that there was an attendance correction from the April 23 
meeting.  
 
7. Election of Officers (Agenda Item #4) 
Lisa Rose opened the floor for nominations.  Commissioner Wasserman nominated current Chair 
Griffith to serve another year.  Commissioner Griffith accepted unless someone else wished to serve.  
No other nominations were made.  Closed floor to nominations.  A vote was taken and Chair Griffith 
was elected Chair for the next year.  
 
The Chair asked for nominations for Vice-Chair.  Commissioner Wasserman nominated Commissioner 
LeZotte, who accepted unless someone else was interested.  No other nominations were made.  A vote 
was taken and the Commissioners voted unanimously to elect Commissioner LeZotte to Vice-Chair. 
 
8. TAC Minutes (Agenda Item #10) 
Matt Krupp, TAC Chair noted that the TAC minutes were in Commissioners’ packets and was happy to 
answer any questions. There were no questions. 
 
9. Support Letter for SCVWD grant goals* (Agenda Item #7) 
Heidi Sanborn from the California Product Stewardship Council (CPSC) presented the “Don’t Rush to 
Flush – Meds in the Bin, We all Win” campaign that has been rolled out in other Counties including 
Sacramento, Yolo and is expanding into Contra Costa County, San Joaquin County in addition to Santa 
Clara County.  She gave a brief history of the California Product Stewardship Council and their mission 
statement to promote Extended Producer Responsibility policy where producers have primary 
responsibility for lifecycle costs as widely used across the world.  There is a great need for proper 
disposal of unwanted pharmaceuticals.  There is an epidemic of prescription drug abuse in the United 
States, youth overdosing on pharmaceuticals they obtain from family and elderly getting confused and 
taking the wrong medication.  This campaign is what is called “EPR Transitional” to share the 
responsibility for proper disposal between government and the product chain in the local area, not the 



 

producers.  Currently there are 15 locations in Santa Clara County where residents can drop off their 
unused pharmaceuticals – approximately 1 for every 122,500 people.  The goal is to add partners and get 
that ratio to 1:28,000.  With a $202,000 grant from the Santa Clara Valley Water District, the CPSC, the 
County and the City of San Jose have provided an additional $72,000 of in-kind support to recruit a total 
of 50 partners to become drug depots.  These partners are hospitals, pharmacies such as CVS, 
Walgreen’s, etc. and police stations.  These partners will be provided with a bin (valued at $1,000) for 
collection of pharmaceuticals and will receive 18 months of free promotion.  
 
Commissioner Mahoney asked if fire stations could become partners.  Heidi explained that they could 
not because current regulations through the DEA mandate who can handle prescription medications and 
that fire departments would need to be deputized in order to accept the pharmaceuticals. 
 
Commissioner Tucker asked if residents could pay to dispose of unwanted/unused medication.  Heidi 
explained that time and again the public chooses to use free and easy ways to dispose of these items and 
adding an end of life charge when the product has no value to them leads to mostly illegal dumping.  
She also stated that many pharmacies and hospitals already offer mail-back envelopes and they are very 
expensive at $4 on average for only 40 pills.  Most safe collection programs are less than $1.50 per 
pound of medicine managed. 
 
Commissioner LeZotte expressed how delighted she was that this campaign is underway and that this 
was one of the projects she wanted the Santa Clara Valley Water District to undertake when she raised it 
20 years ago and is thrilled to see it come to fruition. 
 
Chair Griffith asked if the 15 locations included Sunnyvale Fire Stations.  Rob D’Arcy said it did not 
and that the majority of take back locations are through Valley Health.  He noted that there are five fire 
stations in Sunnyvale that could participate, as they have Public Safety Officers who are trained both as 
police officers and firefighters. 
 
The Commission was being asked to have the Chair sign a letter that would be sent to all pharmacies, 
police departments, hospitals and clinics encouraging them to volunteer as collection locations for 
unwanted and expired pharmaceuticals.  Commissioner LeZotte motioned to approve; Commissioner 
Tucker seconded.  All Commissioners approved the motion. 
 
10. Announcements/Future Agenda Items 
Chair Griffith stated that Sunnyvale City Council had a discussion about adding e-cigarettes to their 
smoking ordinance and that other jurisdictions are having the same discussion. 
 
11. Adjournment 

Chair Griffith adjourned the meeting at 6:20 p.m. 

 

Next meeting:  Wednesday, October 22, 2014 
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