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TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

April 8, 2010 

 

VOTING MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 
ACTERRA  Maija McDonald 

CALIFORNIA RESOURCE RECOVERY ASSN.  Richard Gertman 

CITY OF CUPERTINO      Cheri Donnelly 

CITY OF GILROY       Rebecca Fotu 

CITY OF MILPITAS      Elizabeth Koo 

CITY OF MORGAN HILL     Rebecca Fotu 

CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW      Lori Topley 

CITY OF PALO ALTO       Rene Eyerly 

CITY OF SAN JOSE      Donna Perala 

CITY OF SANTA CLARA     Dave Staub 

CITY OF SUNNYVALE       Mark Bowers 

CLARA MATEO        Gil Cheso 

CLARA MATEO        Julie Muir 

COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH   Stan Chau 

COUNTY UNINCORPORATED AREA   Elizabeth Constantino 

SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY     Bruce Olszewski 

SIERRA CLUB       Heidi Melander 
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VOTING MEMBERS NOT ATTENDING 
 
CITY OF CAMPBELL       

CITY OF LOS ALTOS       

CITY OF MONTE SERENO           

CITY OF SARATOGA       

COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT    

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS      

SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT   

SILICON VALLEY LEADERSHIP GROUP  

TOWN OF LOS ALTOS HILLS      

TOWN OF LOS GATOS  

WEST VALLEY CITIES       

 

 
 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE 

Clifton Chew   SCC IWM  

Kevin Chiapello   Recology Silicon Valley 

Jeff Christina   Zanker Road Landfill 

Colleen Costine   West Valley Solid Waste Authority 

Rob D’Arcy   SCC HHW 

Zachary DeVine   SCC IWM 

Wendy Fong   SCC HHW 

Karen Gissibl   City of Sunnyvale 

Suzanne Hibbs   NCRA 

Walter Lin    City of San Jose 

Terri Ramirez   San Jose State University 

Lisa Rose    SCC IWM 

 

1. Call to Order 
Lori Topley, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:34 p.m.  A quorum of 14 was present.  Those 
present introduced themselves. 
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2. Approval of Minutes  
Elizabeth Constantino had a correction to her comments in the minutes.  Cheri Donnelly made a 
motion to approve the minutes of March 11.  The motion was seconded by Stan Chau.  All 
present voted to approve the minutes.  Those not present at the March 11, 2010 TAC meeting 
abstained. 

3. Public Presentations  
There were no public presentations. 

4. RWRC Priorities  
Lori Topley asked that this item be placed on the agenda to let TAC members know that the 
RWRC created a process in October 2009 to annually develop their priorities for the year; thus 
indicating what items they would like TAC and staff to focus on while also being mindful  of 
their time and resource limitations.  The items listed as priorities for the current year were zero 
waste as an overall goal with more directed focus on expanded polystyrene and single use water 
bottles as a means to achieve zero waste.   

Since polystyrene has been identified as a priority item by the RWRC, Lori asked that TAC 
provide direction to the SRR Subcommittee to begin looking at this topic.  The ensuing 
discussion included what types of polystyrene are of greatest importance, would a ban be an 
effective tool in reducing the amount of polystyrene and what other products would be available 
and/or recommended should a ban go into effect. TAC members identified take out food 
containers as the major concern surrounding polystyrene. Dave Staub has a concern that an EPS 
ban without having a collection or processing infrastructure for compostable foodware/takeout 
containers in place prior to a ban, is that we are not providing a waste reduction solution. We are 
only legislating what type of litter reaches our waterways. A motion was made by Mark Bowers 
to have the SRR Subcommittee compile information regarding what practices and materials 
would mitigate or replace the use of expanded polystyrene in food service packaging and report 
back to TAC in several months.   The motion was seconded by Richard Gertman.  All present 
voted to approve. 

5. Musical Greeting Cards 
Mark Bowers provided a handout on how to recycle a musical greeting card.  He said once you 
get one of these cards and you tear it apart (not a simple task), you end up with e-waste: speaker, 
wire, magnet, circuit board and batteries. This is universal waste that people will end up putting 
in the trash or recycling bin when it is actually hazardous waste. 

After some discussion and suggestions, TAC decided to have staff draft a letter to the 
companies/manufactures strongly encouraging them to educate consumers on how to manage the 
hazardous waste found in musical greeting cards.  The letter will be signed by the RWRC chair 
and reviewed by Mark Bowers.  Rob D’Arcy said he had a template letter.   

6. Tea Bags  
Since Jill Boone was absent the item has been moved to the next month’s TAC agenda.  
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7. RWRC Update 
Lisa Rose said this is where she will provide regular updates on RWRC activities.   

8. Division Manager’s Report and Updates on Countywide Programs 
Elizabeth Constantino had four items 1) she looked at the historical data regarding litter and 
mainly found the TAC to have been indifferent about addressing litter; 2) there will be a 9th 
Amendment to the NDFE, which is the third one in about a year.  She is suggesting that since 
amending the NDFE takes time and resources that it be done once a year.  Additional requests to 
amend the NDFE would have to paid for by the requestor; 3) A recommendation on bags will be 
made to the Board of Supervisors on April 13, 2010 for unincorporated Santa Clara County; and 
4) Clifton Chew said the DRS was ready to be sent out with data from all the traditional 
facilities. However, a new facility has paid its tonnage fees but not yet reported the 
jurisdiction(s) of origin of the tonnage it paid on.  He wanted to know if the cities would like him 
to delay the quarterly payment until the new facility provides the report or send out the payments 
now and wait until next quarter to include the new facility.  The city representatives asked that 
the DRS report and payments be sent out at the regularly scheduled time and the funds from the 
new facility be distributed with the next quarterly report. 

A. Disposal Reporting System – in the TAC packet.   

B. Green Business – in the TAC packet. 

C. Home Composting Education Program – No report. 

D. Recycling Hotline – No report. 

9. Subcommittee Reports and Updates on Countywide Programs  
A. Enforcement – Stan Chau said there was no report. 

B. Household Hazardous Waste –Walter Lin had three items: 1) the San Jose facility 
construction is going well and have planned for events in July; 2) AB939 and the HHW 
Agreement will be going before the BOS for approval on May 11.  Individual cities still need 
to get to their city councils and have the agreement approved before then; and 3) the budget 
tracking and participation sheets were distributed last week and participation has increased 
20% from last year. 

C. Implementation Subcommittee (IS) – Lori Topley said there was no report. 

D. Legislation – Mark Bowers provided a handout on legislative activities.  The grey items are 
to be dropped from the list.   

Richard Gertman made a motion to approve the RWRC sending letters of support for the 
following bills: AB 1343, AB 2139, AB 2176, AB 2398, SB 920 and SB 1100. It was 
seconded by Bruce Olszewski. 

E. Operations – No Report. 

F. Public Education – No Report. 

G. Source Reduction and Recycling – Cheri Donnelly reported that the subcommittee talked 
about Product Action with Phil Bobel from Palo Alto proving background on the Watershed 
Management Initiative (WMI).  It has been in place 15 years and coordinates a number of 
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groups and agencies.  They are basically a coordinating and brainstorming group.  The 
Product Action Subcommittee was developed to involve a broader base of agencies including 
solid waste.  They also combine product stewardship and product bans. Roberta Dunlap, the 
subcommittee chair, suggested a workshop/summit/event next fall to address one product 
such as single use water bottles, EPS or plastic bags.  They are interested in hearing 
input/suggestions/comments from TAC members on the fall workshop.  They want the input 
so that the workshop will benefit a broad group of people.  TAC members can send their 
comments/suggestions to Rene Eyerly.  Cheri will report back to TAC with updates on from 
the Product Action Subcommittee.   

SRR Subcommittee also discussed the upcoming Zero Litter Summit.  Invitations were sent 
out this week by Supervisor Ken Yeager.  TAC members are invited.  One focus of the 
summit is the Zero Litter Resolution which is currently in draft form and was sent out to 
TAC members.  Any suggestions/comments can be sent to Phil or Cheri.  The Zero Litter 
Initiative (ZLI) is looking for a nod of interest or approval from the RWRC.  The ZLI 
advocates clearly understand that TAC is not able to fund additional tasks that would expand 
waste management and recycling efforts into the litter abatement arena.  However, ZLI and 
RWRC do have interests and goals that overlap one another.  The ZLI group is interested in 
exploring ways to coordinate with RWRC and its subcommittees to maximize the efforts of 
both groups.  The ZLI group wants to bring ideas to TAC and RWRC as they emerge. 

Additionally, SRR talked about EPS and that direction was needed from TAC. 

H. Ad Hoc Disaster Debris Planning – Elizabeth said the report from URS was supposed to be 
completed by March 31 but that deadline may have slipped since the drafts were released 
late.    

I. Ad Hoc Organizational Study – Elizabeth Constantino said the amendment to the service 
agreement has been sent to Arroyo.  After some initial confusion, the amendment indicates 
Arroyo will attempt to get on the agenda of the City Managers meeting once a draft report 
has been completed. 

J. Ad Hoc School Recycling – May 1st is the conference.   

K. Ad Hoc Zero Waste – Richard Gertman said that in order to meet the requests of the RWRC, 
the Vision Statement has been condensed to one page.   Lori Topley elaborated that the 
Vision is similar to an executive summary with the Zero Waste Action Plan, attachments and 
appendices to follow in a separate document.   Since it has not been finalized, the 
subcommittee will meet again and bring the final product back before TAC for review and 
then forward to the RWRC at their June meeting.  If anyone has any suggestions or changes, 
please send them to Richard.  

10. Future Agenda Items / Guest Speakers 
Lori Topley noted that the November TAC meeting is schedule on a federal holiday.  After a 
brief discussion, it was decided that the meeting would be rescheduled to November 4. Clif will 
send out a notice to save that date.  If a quorum is not able to meet, the November meeting may 
need to be cancelled. 
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11. Informational Updates and Announcements 
 Lori Topley said Wal-Mart stores in Mountain View and Milpitas have stopped offering free 

plastic bags and are now selling three different bags, including a very low cost option for just 
$0.15. 

 Elizabeth Constantino said reusable bags were handed out at a neighborhood clean up event. 

 Bruce Olszewski said they are redoing the search function on the website. 

 Gil Cheso said Newby Island is having an Earth Day event and that they are honoring green 
pioneer and SJSU Professor Frank Schiavo by providing a scholarship to San Jose State 
University in his name. 

 Lisa Rose had two items: 1) Green Business Program is partnering with StopWaste.org   and 
the County of San Mateo to hold a free workshop on reusable packaging on May 5 at Roche 
Palo Alto; and 2) she wanted to commend the Cities of Mountain View and Sunnyvale for 
providing an outstanding workshop for businesses to discuss their ‘going green’ experience. 

 Rene Eyerly said Palo Alto City Council has asked for a feasibility study for an anaerobic 
digester system. 

 Mark Bowers had two items: 1) in a press release Target noted that they will begin providing 
bag recycling services in a prominent location rather than the current obscure location; and 2) 
the goats have returned. 

 Julie Muir had two items: 1) RecycleMania ended and the results will be released next week; 
and 2) the CRRA conference planning is ahead of schedule and details can be viewed on the 
website. The conference will take place August 8-11 in Sacramento. 

12. Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 3:28 p.m. 

NEXT SCHEDULED TAC MEETING:  May 16, 2010 
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