
 
 

October 13, 2010 

 

*For distribution to TAC Members* 

 

Ms. Lisa Rose 

County of Santa Clara 

Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission 

1553 Berger Drive 

San Jose, CA 95112 

 

Re: SRR Memo on Polystyrene  

 

Dear Technical Advisory Committee Members: 

 

The California Restaurant Association (CRA) is the largest and longest-serving non-profit restaurant trade 

association in the nation, representing the restaurant and hospitality industry since 1906. It is our 

understanding that TAC will consider at its next meeting on October 14, 2010, a recommendation by 

Source Reduction and Recycling Subcommittee (SRR), that each jurisdiction consider adopting a ban on 

foam food takeout containers. This recommendation, we believe, is premature.  

 

The SRR memo to TAC claims that “SRR’s investigation has revealed that reasonably priced alternatives 

are available, as confirmed by local cities and organizations.” However, it is troubling that SRR fails to 

provide actual pricing information for alternative takeout products in comparison to polystyrene products. 

Price differential between polystyrene and alternatives continues to be an issue of concern for our 

restaurant members and it would be helpful as well as relevant to have price comparisons when 

recommending a ban or any other action on takeout products.  

 

Furthermore, the County of Santa Clara’s Procurement Department is still working on an alternative 

packaging study which is expected to be finalized in the next few months. In our view, it would be 

prudent for all stakeholders and TAC to have the opportunity to review and analyze the methodology and 

findings of the study before taking action on a recommendation to ban polystyrene.  

 

For all the reasons above, we respectfully urge you to hold off on the SRR recommendation at 

tomorrow’s TAC meeting until actual pricing information is included and the alternative packaging study 

is completed and distributed to interested parties for review. 

 

Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at (408) 416-6344 or 

achamorro@calrest.org  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Amalia Chamorro 

Director of Local Government Affairs 


