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February 22, 2010 
 
 
Ken Yeager, President of the Board of Supervisors 
70 W. Hedding Street, East Wing, 10th Floor 
San Jose, CA 95110 
 
RE:   Zero Waste 2020 Vision Statement and Action Plan for Santa Clara County 
 
Many of the cities and the County have identified and are working to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
Waste disposal is included as one of the key sources of greenhouse gas emissions needing attention. A 
September 2009 report by the EPA, Opportunities to Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions through 
Materials and Land Management Practices, identifies materials management as responsible for 42% of 
the greenhouse gas footprint in the United States.  
 

Materials management refers to how we manage material resources as they flow 
through the economy, from extraction or harvest of materials and food (e.g., mining, 
forestry, and agriculture), production and transport of goods, provision of services, 
reuse of materials, and, if necessary, disposal (page 1 of report*). 

The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) for the Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission has 
provided the attached Zero Waste 2020 Vision Statement and Action Plan for Santa Clara County, 
which shifts the focus from handling items at the end of their original life to an integrated materials 
management approach that will reduce all environmental impacts related to these products. The Zero 
Waste Guiding Principles encourage policies, incentives and disincentives that will shift the impacts of 
the materials we consume to the producer, reduce the toxicity to the environment and reduce the amount 
of waste generated.  
 
While recognizing that some cities in Santa Clara County have taken action on Zero Waste and/or 
signed onto the Bay Area Climate Change Collaborative, which sets a regional goal for Zero Waste by 
2020, the RWRC recommends that all cities and the County  
 

• Adopt the Zero Waste 2020 Vision and Guiding Principles 
• Create a Zero Waste Plan or update an existing plan to integrate the list of possible actions and 

principles.  

A consistency of vision regarding Zero Waste will allow the cities and the County to individually and 
collectively make decisions that will move the region towards this vision. While each city may have a 
customized path towards reaching Zero Waste, and may find some initiatives or policies easier to 



 
implement than others, the RWRC urges action of some kind within each city and also encourages the 
TAC to incorporate Zero Waste into regional strategies and marketing efforts. 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
Jamie McLeod, Chair 
Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission  
 
*Note:  The EPA Report, Opportunities to Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions through Materials and 
Land Management Practices, can be accessed at: 
http://www.epa.gov/oswer/docs/ghg_land_and_materials_management.pdf  
 
Attachments: 

1. Zero Waste 2020 Vision Statement and Action Plan for Santa Clara County 
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