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County of Santa Clara 
RECYCLING AND WASTE REDUCTION COMMISSION OF SANTA CLARA COUNTY  
Environmental Resources Agency 
Department of Agriculture and Resource Management 
Integrated Waste Management Division 
 
1553 Berger Drive, Bldg. 1 
San Jose, California  95112   
(408) 282-3180  FAX (408) 282-3188  
www.ReduceWaste.org 

Commissioners:  James R. Griffith, Chair; Ronit Bryant, Kansen Chu, Linda J. LeZotte, Orrin Mahoney, Diane McNutt,  
 Teresa O'Neill, Jan Pepper, Cat Tucker, Mike Wasserman 
 

 

RECYCLING AND WASTE REDUCTION COMMISSION MEETING AGENDA 
(*Denotes item on which action may be taken) 

DATE:   Wednesday, June 26, 2013  
TIME:   5:15 P.M. 
NEW LOCATION:  BOARD CHAMBERS 70 West Hedding Street, San Jose 95110 
COMMUTE ALTERNATIVES: The Board of Supervisors encourages the use of commute alternatives including 
bicycles, carpooling, and hybrid vehicles. Public transit access is available to and from the Berger Drive Facility, 1553 
Berger Drive, Building 1, San Jose, California by VTA bus lines 66. For trip planning information, contact the VTA 
Customer Service Department at 408-321-2300 Monday through Friday between the hours of 6:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., and on 
Saturday from 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Schedule information is also available on the web at www.vta.org.  Bicycle parking 
racks are available in the front of Buildings 1 and 2. 

1. Call to Order and Introductions, Welcome New Commissioner Orrin Mahoney 
2. Special Order of the Day 

• None  

3. Approval of Minutes from February 27, 2013 RWRC Meeting* 
4. Public Presentation (3-minute limit) 
This portion of the meeting is reserved for persons desiring to address the Commission on any matter not on the agenda. 
Speakers are limited to three minutes. The law does not permit Commission action or extended discussion on any items not 
on the agenda except under special circumstances. Statements that require a response may be placed on the agenda for the 
next regular meeting of the Commission. 

Persons wishing to address the Commission on any item on the agenda are requested to complete a Request to Speak form 
and give it to the Staff Liaison so the Chairperson can call on you when the item comes up for discussion. 
 
5. Update on FY 2013-14 Workplan*       30 minutes 
Presenter:  Lisa Rose, County Integrated Waste Management Division 
Lisa will present an update on the FY 2013-14 Workplan 
TAC Recommended Actions:  Accept Report 
 
6. TAC Minutes          5 minutes  
Presenter:  Cheri Donnelly, Chair, Technical Advisory Committee  
Approved February, March and April 2013 TAC Minutes attached 
No Action Required:  informational item only 
 

Continued on Next Page 
 

http://www.vta.org/�
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7. Announcements/Future Agenda Items*      10 minutes 
• New “At-a-Glance” Matrix for Expanded Polystyrene, Single-use Carryout Bags and 

Extended Producer Responsibility  
 

8. Adjournment 

Next Meeting:    Wednesday, August 28, 2013 

 

Lisa.Rose
Typewritten Text
3



County of Santa Clara 
RECYCLING AND WASTE REDUCTION COMMISSION OF SANTA CLARA COUNTY  
Environmental Resources Agency 
Department of Agriculture and Resource Management 
Integrated Waste Management Division 
 
1553 Berger Drive, Bldg. 1 
San Jose, California  95112   
(408) 282-3180  FAX (408) 282-3188  
www.ReduceWaste.org 

Commissioners:  James R. Griffith, Chair; Ronit Bryant, Kansen Chu, Linda J. LeZotte, Orrin Mahoney, Diane McNutt,  
 Teresa O'Neill, Jan Pepper, Cat Tucker, Mike Wasserman 
 

 

DATE: June 26, 2013 

 TO:  Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission   

 FROM: Lisa Rose, Liaison to the Commission 

SUBJECT: Update on FY 2013-14 Workplan 
 
 
The Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission approved the FY 2013-14 Workplan at their February 
27, 2013 meeting.  The following is an update on that Workplan. 

 
1. Complete the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) 

 
The draft MOA was provided to all jurisdictions’ legal counsel for review and comment.  All 
jurisdictions responded and comments were synthesized and incorporated into the document where 
appropriate.  The revised document was then distributed for all jurisdictions to present to their 
respective Boards/Councils for adoption/approval.  Below is the timeline outlining when 
jurisdictions have or expect to take the MOA to their respective councils: 
 
Campbell – June 18 
Cupertino – July 2 
Gilroy – June 17 - passed 
Los Altos – June 25 
Los Altos Hills – TBD 
Los Gatos – June 17 - passed 
Milpitas – June 18 - passed 
Monte Sereno – May 21 
Morgan Hill – June 5 - passed 
Mountain View – June 25 
Palo Alto – June 17 – passed on consent 
San Jose – End of June – administrative action through City Manager’s Office 
Santa Clara – June 25  
Saratoga – June 19 
Sunnyvale – July 9  
Unincorporated Santa Clara County – June 4 – passed on consent 
 

Lisa.Rose
Typewritten Text
4



 

 

Next Step:

 

  Once all of the jurisdictions have adopted the MOA, the final version will be routed to 
all for signature.  Once signatures from all have been obtained, the MOA will become effective. 

2. Pharmaceuticals - Extended Producer Responsibility and Take Back Programs 
 
Lisa Rose contacted Alameda County Supervisor Nate Miley’s Office to see how they have 
progressed with their Countywide ordinance.  Alameda County is moving forward with 
implementation. The ordinance has been signed off by the state.  Later this month there will be a 
summary judgment motion in the San Francisco courts. In the meantime, manufacturers have until 
November 2013 to submit their product stewardship plans.  

 
Supervisor Miley’s office along with co-organizers the MEDS Coalition, the Product Stewardship 
Institute in Boston, and the California Product Stewardship Council (CPSC) recently hosted the 2nd 
Alameda Safe Medication Disposal Conference. 

 
Here is the link to the event http://2ndsafemedsconference.eventbrite.com/ which was focused on 
those most impacted by the ordinance and educating them about compliance and product 
stewardship. Below is link to all the speaker presentations at the conference. 
http://www.productstewardship.us/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=1008 

 
Supervisor Miley would prefer to see a state or federal approach to pharmaceutical take back. As a 
result, the California Product Stewardship Council along with Alameda County, The City and 
County of San Francisco, Clean Water Action Fund, and the Association of Retired Americans have 
joined together as co-sponsors of SB 727, a bill from Senator Hannah-Beth Jackson’s (Santa 
Barbara) office.  This statewide bill is modeled after Alameda County’s ordinance.  The Santa Clara 
County Board of Supervisors’ Legislative Director sent a letter of support for this bill. 

 
Also, The Board of Health in King County, Washington will hold a public hearing and potentially 
take action on a proposed Rule & Regulation for Secure Medicine Return. That legislation also 
mirror’s Alameda County’s. 

 
Next step:

 

 With direction from the Commission, staff will work with the Public Health Department 
to see if a Countywide ordinance can be developed. 

3. Further explore the connection between solid waste and trash in waterways and what 
authority the RWRC has with regard to setting policy for water-related issues 
 
County Counsel advises that AB 939 funds not be used for stream/creek/water clean-up efforts.   
 
The purpose of AB 939 funds is to plan for and implement diversion of materials that would 
otherwise be delivered to landfills – to intercept materials via reuse, source reduction, and recycling 
and prevent them becoming solid waste in landfills – not to clean up litter in waterways.  Other 
jurisdictions/programs/funding sources address the issue of litter in waterways.   
 
County Counsel states that if any attorney in another jurisdiction has a differing opinion regarding 
the statutorily permissible uses for AB 939 funds, Counsel welcomes a discussion on the topic. 

http://2ndsafemedsconference.eventbrite.com/�
http://www.productstewardship.us/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=1008�
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4. Prepare EIRs or Master Environmental Assessments for all product bans or restrictions under 

active consideration 
 

Staff contacted CalRecycle about the possibility of having California Secretary for Natural 
Resources, John Laird, undertake the administrative process of adding single-use carryout bags and 
expanded polystyrene food and beverage containers to the list of items that are categorically exempt 
from CEQA.  CalRecycle staff will be responding to County staff in the next few weeks. 
 
Additionally, effective July 1, CalRecycle/Department of Resources, Recycling and Recovery will 
no longer be under the California Natural Resources Agency but rather the California Environmental 
Protection Agency. 
 
Next step:

 
  Staff will report back at the August RWRC meeting if there are updates. 

5. Evaluate long term disposal and processing capacities and opportunities for regional 
cooperation 
No report  
 

6. Organized Scavenging and also explore what can be done about the rise in copper theft 
Staff circulated a nine question survey to all 15 cities and the County.  Responses are in the attached 
document. 
 
Next step:
 

  RWRC to assess survey results and provide direction, if any.  

7. Joint Regional CEQA for EPS 
City of San Jose has taken the lead on this item.  At present, staff in San Jose have received and 
reviewed the administrative draft of the initial study. San Jose’s Planning Department has provided 
the feedback and comments from San Jose and partner cities to the consultant and we anticipate a 
revised version of the initial study mid-month. 
 
Next step:

 
  Staff will send announcement to all cities once CEQA is completed. 

8. Extended Producer Responsibility and Take Back Programs 
IWM staff worked with DEH staff to draft a letter that was sent to all jurisdictions’ city/town 
managers and mayors and County Executive and Board President inviting those who have not yet 
done so to pass an Extended Producer Responsibility resolution. .  The letter further asked local 
jurisdictions to consider becoming an affiliate member of the California Product Stewardship 
Council and to consider adopting an ordinance that would require paint manufacturers to fund and 
manage take back programs at retail locations in their respective jurisdictions. 
 
Next step:
 

  County staff will continue the discussion. 

 
 

http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/AboutUs/�
http://www.calepa.ca.gov/About/mission.htm�
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9. Model Environmentally Preferred Purchasing Policies (EPPP) Language for Local 
Government 
IWM staff has been collecting EPPP’s from all cities and will compile a list of best practices that can 
be made available to all jurisdictions for posting to their websites or internal use. 
 
Next step:

 

 The Technical Advisory’s Source Reduction and Recycling subcommittee will develop a 
list of best practices and circulate for comment before distributing to cities. 

10. Finding Markets for Hard-to-Recycle Items such as EPS, Bags and Foam 
No report 
 

11. Illegal Dumping 
No report 
 

12. Organics Processing 
This item will be taken up by the Eco Gardener Ad Hoc subcommittee in the coming months.   
 

13. Create a Speaker’s Bureau to Advocate for Specific Issues 
IWM staff surveyed the Commission to see which topics of interest they would be willing to speak 
on.  At the time of this report, several responses have been received, but none of the respondents 
identified areas of interest at this time. 
 

14. Develop a different method to charge AB939 tip fee (currently on disposal—change to 
recycling, composting, waste to energy, and disposal) 
This item is an ongoing, long term discussion. 

 
15. Evaluate high priority ways to get to zero waste 

No report 
 
16. Compliance assistance with EPS ordinances throughout the County through an agreement 

with Department of Environmental Health (DEH) 
 
IWM staff has had preliminary discussions with the County’s Environmental Health Consumer 
Protection Manager.  DEH inspection staff is tasked with enforcing the California Retail Food Code 
universally across jurisdictional boundaries.  There are concerns about conflicts with Proposition 26 
and the cost associated with this type of enforcement for 25,000 inspections per year.  Further, there 
was concern that adding this to the list of state approved inspection activities may dilute the mission 
of food safety protection.  While staff will continue the discussion, jurisdictions may wish to craft 
ordinances that allow each jurisdiction’s Fats, Oil and Grease (FOG) inspectors or Code 
Enforcement officers to enforce their respective ordinances and/or that monitors compliance through 
spot checks and complaint investigations.   
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County of Santa Clara 
Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission 
Integrated Waste Management Division 
1553 Berger Drive, Building #1 
San Jose, California 95112 
(408) 282-3180      FAX (408) 282-3188 
www.ReduceWaste.org 

Commissioners:  James R. Griffith, Chair; Ronit Bryant, Kansen Chu, Linda J. LeZotte, Orrin Mahoney, Diane McNutt,  
  Teresa O'Neill, Jan Pepper, Cat Tucker, Mike Wasserman 
 
 

 
RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS REGARDING ORGANIZED SCAVENGING AND COPPER THEFT 
 
The Technical Advisory Committee City representatives were surveyed about the level of organized scavenging 
and copper theft in their respective cities. Ten jurisdictions responded and there was no common thread.  Some 
jurisdictions had little to no problems while others viewed these issues to be very high priority.  Responses to 
the questions are detailed below. 
 
1) How extensive would you describe Organized Scavenging in your jurisdiction?  Low, Medium, High 

• Seven responded Low; one responded Medium 
• We see scavenging/theft in four main areas:  

o Curbside Single-Family Recycling - Stealing materials, primarily aluminum and plastic CRV 
containers, from single-family carts on collection day (Moderate) 

o Multifamily Recycling – Stealing materials, primarily aluminum and plastic CRV containers, 
from multi-family carts throughout the week (High) 

o Cardboard Recycling– Stealing cardboard from City-provided front load bins (Medium-High, 
depending on cardboard market fluctuations) 

o Appliances – Systematic removal of metal appliances set out by residents for on-call bulky goods 
collection (High) 

• Contracted haulers would say the extent of Organized Scavenging is High and that haulers lose over $1 
million/year in lost revenue from scavengers 

• Neither of these are particularly high priorities for the Town at this time but that could change if 
frequency and/or citizen or business concern warrants re-evaluating issues 

2) What level priority is Organized Scavenging for your jurisdiction? Low, Medium, High  
• Five responded Low; two responded Medium 
• SJPD can’t arrest scavengers and won’t respond to scavenging calls due to budget constraints 
• Curbside Single-Family – Medium 
• Multi-Family Recycling – Medium 
• Cardboard Recycling – Medium 
• Appliances - Low 

 
3) If you address Organized Scavenging at all, describe the process – who, how, etc. 

• Curbside Single-Family – Residents are asked to call 911 immediately upon observing recycling theft to 
give Public Safety Department a description of the individual, vehicle, direction of travel. DPS officers 
respond and contact the individual as time and other priorities permit. DPS likes to get these calls 
because the responding officers often find that the person they contact has other issues—outstanding 
warrants, no driver’s license, in possession of burglary tools, etc.   

• Multi-Family Recycling – Not currently addressed. 
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• Cardboard Recycling – Solid waste staff members occasionally contact scavengers to make them aware 
that their actions are improper and can lead to enforcement. At locations where cardboard is frequently 
stolen, customers are asked to switch to a locked bin. If customers do not cooperate in discouraging 
scavengers, service is terminated. 

• Appliances – Currently observing, not addressing  
• Residents are advised to call law enforcement when the activity is observed.  The Sheriff’s Department 

and/or Code Enforcement will respond and address accordingly, which ranges from verbal warnings to 
administrative citations based on prior contacts with the scavenger(s). 

• Code Enforcement will issue a citation. 
• City of Milpitas Police Dept. established a code for recycling scavenging.  When reported to the PD 

business line it is treated as a low priority call.  However, officers issue 3 - 4 warnings every 6 months.  
Third warning of same individual results in a citation.  Utility Engineering staff promotes the reporting 
process using flyers, on the City's website at and local events. 

• Complainant should call PD 
• This is not an issue we address on a routine basis. 
• Provide resident education on the issue of scavenging (in areas where there are complaints), discuss how 

to prevent it; Give citations; Residents can report a scavenging vehicle transporting stolen property 
(recyclables) to police, which could be tracked; Haulers can only report instances of scavenging to the 
city; the report goes to the mayor’s office; The City is considering a possible an anti-theft campaign 
including putting stickers on recycle bins discouraging theft of recyclables. 

• Callers contact the Police Department.  The Police Department prioritizes incoming calls for dispatch.  
• Don't believe law enforcement addresses it at all 

 
4) How extensive is Copper Theft in your jurisdiction?   

• Four responded Low; one Medium 
• According to Department of Transportation, this is a high priority issue. 
• We have had issues with copper theft, but not related to curbside recycling.  The Police Department 

handles this.  
• The street light program in Sunnyvale has not lost anything in over a year and the traffic signals have 

not had any losses in many years. Recently, however, there has been quite a bit of theft of wire for 
lighting along the John Christian Greenbelt, a park/trail/bike path that the City developed on top of the 
Hetch Hetchy pipeline alignment, north of 101. 

• We have not heard that copper theft is a problem 
 
5) What level priority is it for your jurisdiction? Low, Medium, High  

• Two responded Low, one Medium; one responded None 
• The Sheriff’s Department investigates all reports of theft - Medium priority. 
• According to Department of Transportation, this is a High priority issue. 
• Staff would say Low, but the Police Department may think it is higher.  
• For now it is Medium. It was high when a lot of wire was being stolen. It will move to high again if theft 

increases. 
 
6) If you address it at all, describe the process – who, how, etc. 

• Police Department  
• Code Enforcement will issue a citations 
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• It’s dealt with on a case by case basis. Some locking boxes have been installed for some street light 
conduit locations. However, there is not a state requirement to provide street lighting, so it’s not 
considered an emergency, just a major nuisance. However, there are safety risks with wire being stolen, 
from a traffic management and public safety point of view. 

• Milpitas Police Department responds to copper thefts on an as reported basis 
• Support strict recycling purchase registration/control 
• Fix what’s stolen 
• Sheriff’s Department via standard criminal investigation. 
• The problem for copper wire theft is usually limited to street lights (not traffic signals) but also occurs 

with the theft of communications cables/lines.  When DOT gets report of stolen wire and street light that 
is out, they make a temporary repair. It is a safety hazard for the community to have wires exposed. A 
crew is sent out when available to make a permanent repair. A permanent repair includes welding access 
panels shut on city street lamps; Public Works gets involved and has to address this issue with new 
designs for lids on the pull box on street lights to deter and prevent theft; DOT is also experimenting 
with using an epoxy seal on the lids as a deterrent or moving conduit underground so it is less exposed; 
Public Works is looking into putting a tracking device or label on wire, or material around the wire, with 
a “Government Property” label; DOT is looking into a smart street light network so that street light 
outages would be reported immediately. 

• N/A 
 
7) What type of action would you like to see the Commission recommend to the Board of Supervisors, 

City Managers/Mayors or state legislators? 
• None.  This really is more of an individual jurisdictional enforcement prioritization issue.  The tools are 

there for enforcement.  Resources are the issue.  
• Prosecute anyone that gets caught to the full extent of the law and have them perform community 

service hours and require repayment. Also, severely prosecute anyone or any company that purchases 
stolen wire, or is found with stolen wire in their possession.  There are secondary costs to the theft of the 
wire that impact the City. A thief might get $300 for $1,000 of wire, but the City may have costs over 
$5,000 to replace the wire, have meetings and have to buy special equipment and material. Other 
concerns from darkened streets are that houses might get broken into, there might be unseen tripping 
hazards and traffic accidents or back-ups may occur if controls are not working.  

• Cupertino recently adopted a litter ordinance with a component that makes the act of scavenging a 
violation, which is concise and easy to use by those tasked with enforcement.  Often times a by-product 
of scavenging is litter being left on the ground around the containers, which is both a storm water 
concern and quality of life issue. Arguments have been made in our community that the poor who 
scavenge should not be targets of enforcement since at the end of the day the material is recycled, albeit 
by individuals needing money, rather than the franchised waste hauler.  I think focusing on the litter and 
identity theft aspects will help diffuse the emotional arguments that government is acting to only protect 
the interest of the corporate waste haulers.  With that said, regional ordinances or a State law making 
scavenging illegal across the board with a public outreach/education component of the peripheral issues 
as stated above is key. 

• N/A in Los Altos 
• We believe this is an issue to be dealt with on a jurisdiction by jurisdiction basis based on the severity, 

priority and resources.  We don’t believe that there is much that the Recycling and Waste Reduction 
Commission can do. 

• Unknown 
• None 
• Changes in legislation to allow funding sources (such as the bottle bill), which are otherwise restricted, 

to be used in furthering solutions to this issue. 
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8) Does your jurisdiction have a different view on organized scavenging versus individual scavenging? 
• Hasn't been discussed.  
• We view both the same, i.e. they are both activities to be discouraged and prevented. Of the two, 

organized scavenging would get higher priority for enforcement. 
• Our ordinance does not differentiate between the two.  Scavenging is theft and can always be prosecuted 

criminally as a misdemeanor or if the value of the recyclables is over $950- a felony.  Our ordinance 
works well for the curbside scavenger with fines of $100, $200, and $500 by way of an administrative 
citation.  I would think that organized scavenging on a larger scale would be better suited by criminal 
prosecution through the Sheriff’s Department.   

• Hasn’t come up 
• N/A in Los Altos  
• No 
• No, but residents are more impacted by organized scavengers since they often dump trash out of bins 

and are more disruptive. More calls are generated from residents reporting organized scavenging. 
• There is little scavenging. This distinction is not an issue. The limited arrests have been of individuals as 

a “crime of opportunity.” 
• Yes, especially when individual scavenging is conducted by Milpitas residents.  For individuals 

scavenging from residential setouts, it’s preferred to give two warnings and then a citation.  Priority for 
organized scavenging is based on the value of the theft. 

 
9) In your opinion, are there resolutions for these issues?   

• Yes, but it takes resources.  Given the current budget climate and all of competing priorities, scavenging 
will not bubble up to the top of the Police Department priority list.   

• It's unknown if State reporting regulations at recycling centers actually deters thefts.  Since criminal 
activity will continue to occur, there can be some level of outreach to advise contractors and businesses 
to guard copper materials at night.  

• Yes. Enlisting public safety (police) to respond and contact those stealing recyclables and copper.  
• Yes, but only with more enforcement and funding. 
• I think curbside scavenging is a challenge since many of those engaging in it are not easily reached 

through standard outreach methods and they often cross jurisdictional boundaries.  Well crafted regional 
ordinances and consistent enforcement when issues arise is a good strategy.  Outreach to the community 
concerning the litter and increased risk of identity theft is also an important message to convey.  
Concerning the copper theft, local law enforcement building relationships with recycling center owners 
to limit quantities of bulk copper they receive and requiring legitimate contact information from the 
person(s) bringing in the material is also important.  These recycling centers are often used to fence 
stolen property and should be held accountable to law enforcement to be cooperative in criminal 
investigations.  

• Incremental progress can be made but comprehensive solutions are probably not financially feasible.  
• Again, this is not a significant issue in our community. These thefts will likely continue as long as there 

are markets for the materials. 
• Not currently 
• N/A in Los Altos 
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TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
February 14, 2013 

 
 

VOTING MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 

CALIFORNIA RESOURCE RECOVERY ASSN.  Clay Reigel 

CITY OF CUPERTINO      Cheri Donnelly 

CITY OF GILROY       Tony Eulo 

CITY OF MILPITAS      Elizabeth Koo 

CITY OF MORGAN HILL     Tony Eulo 

CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW     Lori Topley 

CITY OF PALO ALTO       Matthew Krupp 

CITY OF SAN JOSE      Reena Brilliot 

CITY OF SANTA CLARA     Dave Staub 

CITY OF SUNNYVALE       Mark Bowers 

CLARA MATEO       Gil Cheso 

COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH    Stan Chau 

COUNTY UNINCORPORATED AREA   Elizabeth Constantino 

SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY     Bruce Olszewski  

SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT  Pat Showalter 

SIERRA CLUB        Heidi Melander 

WEST VALLEY CITIES      Marva Sheehan 
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VOTING MEMBERS NOT IN ATTENDANCE 
ACTERRA        

CITY OF CAMPBELL           

CITY OF LOS ALTOS       

CITY OF MONTE SERENO           

CITY OF SARATOGA          

COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT    

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS        

SILICON VALLEY LEADERSHIP GROUP       

TOWN OF LOS ALTOS HILLS            

TOWN OF LOS GATOS  

      

 

 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE 

Clifton Chew   SCC IWM 

Rob D’Arcy   SCC HHW 

Wendy Fong   SCC HHW 

Richard Gertman   4sustainability2 

Karen Gissibl   City of Sunnyvale 

Paul Ledesma   City of San Jose 

Walter Lin    City of San Jose 

Piper Miguelgorry   CalRecycle 

John Muma   CalRecycle 

Terri Ramirez   San Jose State University 

Lisa Rose    SCC IWM  

 

 

1. Call to Order 
Cheri Donnelly, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:32 p.m.  A quorum of 14 was present.  Those 
present introduced themselves.   

2. Approval of Minutes  
Dave Staub made a motion to approve the minutes from the January 10, 2013 TAC meeting.  The 
motion was seconded by Matthew Krupp.  All present voted to approve the minutes.  Those not present 
at the January 10, 2013 TAC meeting abstained.   
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3. Public Presentations  
There were no public presentations.   

4. Joint TAC meeting with San Mateo/SBWMA 
Cheri Donnelly said the San Mateo location originally discussed had a capacity of 40 people.  She 
wanted to confer with TAC to verify that the Joint TAC meeting would be with San Mateo County, 
storm water people from Santa Clara, San Mateo and Santa Cruz.  Matthew Krupp offered to look for a 
facility in Palo Alto that would accommodate 60-70 people.  The meeting would be sometime in May 
since the March timeframe is too close.  If there are no facilities available in Palo Alto, Clif will check 
with San Mateo to see if a suitable location can be found (such as the library in San Carlos). 

5. CalRecycle Update 
Piper Miguelgorry said she has begun doing her site visits and will be contacting all the jurisdictions 
under her purview. She introduced John Muma, her supervisor.  John provided a brief background of his 
credentials at CalRecycle.  He indicated that their job is to assist jurisdictions in achieving their 
diversion goals.  Piper wanted everyone to know: the AB 341 75% draft has gone out and there was a 
workshop yesterday and another workshop in Southern CA; 2) most jurisdictions present have been 
approved for the grant (bottle and cans) but if there are any questions, please let them know; and 3) she 
will be in the field the first quarter of this year for site visits. 

6. RWRC Update 
Lisa Rose said the next meeting is Wednesday, February 27.  All the meetings this year will be at the 
Sheriff’s Office Auditorium.  There are two new commissioners: Teresa O’Neal from City of Santa 
Clara will replace Jamie McLeod, representing the Central Cities and Jan Pepper from City of Los Altos 
will be filling a Member-at-Large seat.  Additionally, Gilbert Wong has resigned as a Commissioner for 
the North County Cities with Orrin Mahoney attending in his absence until a replacement is appointed 
by the Cities Association in March. 

On the agenda this month is: MOA, FY 2013-14 Budget, Workplan/Timeline; and Extended Producer 
Responsibility.   

7. RWRC Workplan/Budget 
Lisa Rose said the items listed on the copies that were distributed were what she took from the last 
RWRC meeting.  She wanted to make sure this reflects TAC’s input.    

There was some discussion on item 9 – Compliance assistance with Expanded Polystyrene ordinance 
throughout the County.  A TAC member requested that it be put on a TAC agenda in the future.   

TAC wanted to change the language on item 6 under the Notes and Challenges from unsolvable to very 
difficult to solve and to modify the item titled “Finding Markets for Hard-to-Recycle Items such as EPS, 
Bags and Foam to include finding markets for large volume discards. 

8. Budget  
Elizabeth Constantino said the Implementation Subcommittee (IS) met on October 10, November 15 and 
December 18.  Solid Waste Planning Fee (SWPF) came in $3,000 under budget and there was a windfall 
from the Kirby Canyon settlement in the amount of $250,000.  She also stated that starting fiscal year 
2013, IWM was split into two discrete cost centers (countywide and unincorporated).  Additionally, she 
noted that the second budget that was sent out includes a mid-year based on actual revenue year-to-date.  
There is an anticipated decrease in revenue from Home Composting Education Program (HCEP) earth 
machine sales and IWM believes that the SWPF will be up a little.  Following the November IS meeting 
which showed a healthy fund balance, the subcommittee asked for a list of  
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one-time funding options to be considered in December.  At the December meeting, the following items 
were approved: 

• $15K for CDR for website updates and backend architecture updates 
• $7K for Org Study rewrites and to draft sample  resolution for jurisdictions 
• $15K Eco-Gardener for contract with GardenSoft (SCVURPPP will match $15K) 
• $15K for San Jose’s CEQA on EPS (San Jose requested it to be increased to $25K) 
• $10K CRRA conference (not specified) 
• $40K outreach at new San Jose Earthquakes stadium 
• $15K for HECP outreach 

TAC members agreed to increase the amount for San Jose’s CEQA on EPS from $15K to $25K.  There 
was some discussion about the $10K for the conference.  It was decided that the funds would be 
allocated but specifics will be brought back before actual expenditure.  Additionally the same 
considerations would be applied to the $40K for the San Jose Earthquakes stadium. 

Mark Bowers motioned to approve the amended budget.  Lori Topley seconded the motion.  All present 
voted to approve except Gil Cheso, Cheri Donnelly, and Bruce Olszewski who abstained. 

9. Division Manager’s Report and Updates on Countywide Programs 
A. Disposal Reporting System – in the TAC packet.   

B. Green Business – in the TAC packet.  

C. Home Composting Education Program – in the TAC packet.    

D. Recycling Hotline – no report. 

E. Other – Elizabeth Constantino had five items: 1) Home composting workshops started up February 9 
with a full room at the first one in Sunnyvale.  The Master Composter training is going well with 24 
students in the class.  They will graduate in Mid-March; 2) the Green Business Program has two 
volunteers who are helping with re-certifications; and 3) the Green Business Program had a 
productive meeting with the City of San Jose two week ago; 4) Lisa added that she sent out 
information about a retreat that was coming up regarding the statewide Green Business program.  
Lisa encouraged jurisdictions to attend; and 5) Elizabeth received a report from Controller’s office 
indicating that $769 in interest had accumulated from the Kirby Canyon settlement; she asked TAC 
what they would like to do with the money.  TAC members decided to split the funds to HHW 
($389.77) and the SWPF ($98.06 + $281.21) since the administrative cost of sending out AB939 
checks would not be practical. There was some question about whether or not this money should be 
distributed the same as the last Kirby Canyon money, but Elizabeth pointed out that it was a 
settlement award and was not based on tonnage, so it can be distributed anyway the TAC chose.  
Lori Topley made a motion to approve the distribution. The motion was seconded by Tony Eulo.  
All present voted to approve. 

10. Subcommittee Reports and Updates on Countywide Programs  
A. Enforcement – no report. 

B. Household Hazardous Waste – Walter Lin said there was no meeting this month but the 
subcommittee plans to meet in early March.  He had updates: 1) all jurisdictions should have 
received notification that the Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) cycle grants from CalRecycle 
have been released.  Wendy Fong sent out an email requesting all cities to authorize Rob to apply on 
their behalf.  All letters of authorization need to be sent to Wendy by tomorrow; 2) Rob released the 
mid-year HHW cost per car at $59.42 but participation is low at 36%; 3) Rob informed TAC that  
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PaintCare had contacted jurisdictions to contract directly with them.  He will try to have no direct 
relationship with PaintCare. 

Finally, Matthew Krupp said that Palo Alto is constructing a new HHW facility. 

C. Implementation Subcommittee – no report. 

D. Legislation – Mark Bowers said there two bills of note: SB254 on mattresses and AB158 on single- 
use carryout bags. 

Matthew Krupp said AB323 is focused on banning green waste as ADC. 

Rob D’Arcy said there may be an Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) bill for batteries. 

E. Operations – no report.   

F. Public Education – Reena Brilliot said they have not met but that the next meeting is February 26. 

G. Source Reduction and Recycling – Karen Gissibl said SRR has not met and that there may not be a 
February meeting. 

H. Ad Hoc Eco-Gardener – Dave Staub said the subcommittee met with GardenSoft.  The proposal was 
included in the TAC packet. He wanted to make sure TAC is kept in the loop.  EOA will manage the 
contract for a 10% charge ($3,000) of the $30,000 budgeted for the project ($15k from TAC and 
$15k from SCVURPPP). Lori stated that there was only one line about composting in the proposal 
and asked if that could be expanded.  Dave responded that it could be expanded at any time as the 
group saw fit.  Tony Eulo made a motion to move forward.  Lori Topley seconded the motion.  All 
present voted to approve.  The next meeting is scheduled for February 20. 

I. Ad Hoc Organizational Study – Mark Bowers said Cerene St. John clarified some language from the 
December RWRC meeting.   She will give a presentation at the next RWRC meeting and provide a 
sample draft resolution.  TAC members encouraged jurisdictions to support the MOA at the next 
RWRC meeting since there will be two new commissioners who may not be familiar with the 
history. 

11. Future Agenda Items / Guest Speakers 
Karen Gissibl asked to have a Zero Litter Initiative roundtable summary at TAC (possibly in March) 

Tony Eulo suggested Enforcement of EPS policy be agendized (in June) 

12. Informational Updates and Announcements 

• Dave Staub had two items: 1) Julio Fuentes started last week as the new City Manager of Santa 
Clara; and 2) later this month he will give a presentation to the Santa Clara Chamber of Commerce 
to encourage restaurants to voluntarily discontinue using expanded polystyrene. 

• Paul Ledesma had two items: 1) February 26, the San Jose City Council will consider a ban on 
expanded polystyrene; and 2) he showed a picture of the inside a hydrodynamic separator filled with 
polystyrene and plastic water bottles.  He will forward the photo to Clif for distribution. 

• Heidi Melander had two items: 1) the Sierra Club hosted a Zero Waste Event (showed Bag It); and 
2) the Sierra Club had members speak at the Cupertino City Council meeting to support a single-use 
carryout bag ban. 

• Tony Eulo indicated that the Starbucks re-usable cup was very good. 
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• Mark Bowers had two items:  1) Premier Recycle is obtaining an updated solid waste permit that 
includes detailed conditions; and 2) If you do a computer search for the term “reusable bags” you 
will find that a lot of credible news sources have picked up a story that contains misinformation on 
health hazards of reusable bags. 

• Bruce Olszewski had three items: 1) 211 has updated information on the hotline; 2) two former 
Center for the Development of Recycling (CDR) staff/students were hired by local government; and 
3) plastic marked with #7 is not recyclable but still listed as such in some jurisdictions. 

• Matthew Krupp had three items: 1) the expanded single-use carryout bag ban agenda item has been 
moved to the March 11th Council meeting; 2) residential 2-cart pilot was approved to start in April; 
and 3) Request For Proposals for energy composting facility will be released by the end of the week. 

• Pat Showalter stated that the purchasing staff at the Santa Clara Valley Water District has begun 
work on the packaging reduction project provided by TAC. 

• Piper Miguelgorry thanked everyone for the open invitation to TAC meetings and for allowing her 
and John Muma to make comments and give updates. 

• Lisa Rose announced that the Department of Agricultural and Environmental Management has a 
new Director, Amy Brown (former City of Campbell City Manager) and that Amy was familiar with 
many of the TAC and RWRC activities that have taken place, including the Packaging Reduction 
Project and bans on EPS and single-use carryout bags.  She starts with the County March 1, 2013. 

• Elizabeth Constantino said Learn to Compost brochures are in the box and available for members to 
take with them.  

• Cheri Donnelly announced: 1) Cupertino’s single-use carryout bag ordinance second reading will be 
March 5th.  Council modified the San Mateo model so that the cost of a “green” bag will remain at 
$0.10 with no escalation and the Cupertino ordinance will make its ordinance consistant with that of 
San Jose and Sunnyvale by allowing retailers to give out reusable bags that are at least 2.25 mil. 
thick; and 2) Cheri and co-workers conducted a hot spot clean up in Stevens Creek and found a lotof 
very small expanded  polystyrene pieces on the banks of the creek. 

13. Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 3:44 p.m. 

 
 

 
THE NEXT SCHEDULED TAC MEETING:  March 14, 2013  
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TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
March 14, 2013 

 
 

VOTING MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 

ACTERRA       Maija McDonald 

CALIFORNIA RESOURCE RECOVERY ASSN.  Clay Reigel 

CITY OF CUPERTINO      Cheri Donnelly 

CITY OF GILROY       Tony Eulo 

CITY OF LOS ALTOS      Aida Fairman 

CITY OF MILPITAS      Elizabeth Koo 

CITY OF MORGAN HILL     Tony Eulo 

CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW     Lori Topley 

CITY OF PALO ALTO       Matthew Krupp 

CITY OF SAN JOSE      Reena Brilliot 

CITY OF SANTA CLARA     Dave Staub 

CITY OF SUNNYVALE       Mark Bowers 

CLARA MATEO       Gil Cheso 

CLARA MATEO       Michael Gross 

CLARA MATEO       Julie Muir 

COUNTY UNINCORPORATED AREA   Elizabeth Constantino 

SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT  Brett Calhoun 

WEST VALLEY CITIES      Marva Sheehan 
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VOTING MEMBERS NOT IN ATTENDANCE 
CITY OF CAMPBELL           

CITY OF MONTE SERENO           

CITY OF SARATOGA          

COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH     

COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT    

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS        

SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY       

SIERRA CLUB         

SILICON VALLEY LEADERSHIP GROUP       

TOWN OF LOS ALTOS HILLS            

TOWN OF LOS GATOS  

      

 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE 

Clifton Chew   SCC IWM 

Rob D’Arcy   SCC HHW 

Napp Fukuda   City of San Jose 

Richard Gertman   4sustainability2 

Karen Gissibl   City of Sunnyvale 

Karin Hickey   City of Santa Clara 

Walter Lin    City of San Jose 

Paul Tavares   City of San Jose 

Alex Wykoff   City of Cupertino  

 

1. Call to Order 
Cheri Donnelly, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:33 p.m.  A quorum of 19 was present.  Those 
present introduced themselves.   

2. Approval of Minutes  
Mark Bowers had a correction to the minutes.  Item 8 second to last paragraph should indicate City of 
San Jose’s CEQA document.  Tony Eulo made a motion to approve the amended minutes from the 
February 14, 2013 TAC meeting.  The motion was seconded by Lori Topley.  All present voted to 
approve the minutes.  Those not present at the February 14, 2013 TAC meeting abstained.   
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3. Public Presentations  
Tony Eulo acknowledged the progress County of Santa Clara made to provide wireless service.   

4. Zero Litter Initiative Summit 
Napp Fukuda said the Zero Litter Initiative Summit began six months ago with two hauler workshops 
that included: representatives from NGOs, local agency and government representatives, haulers, landfill 
operators and stormwater representatives.  The workshops were an opportunity to get together and work 
together on litter problems and solutions related to haulers and waste collection activities.  The 
workshop breakout discussion groups aligned individuals with similar interests and goals to cover five 
broad topics: Outreach, Training, Technology, Service Parameters and Institutional Controls. 

Karen Gissibl provided some information about each of the workshop discussion topics. She asked TAC 
about the possibility of referring action items to the SRR subcommittee for further development.  Lori 
Topley thought the ZLI workgroup she participated in at the workshop would be meeting again and felt 
this was where some productive work could get done. It was brought up that since the ZLI workgroups 
had a variety of participants from various entities, unlike the TAC subcommittees, that this might be a 
better place to determine specific actions. It was decided that TAC would recommend that ZLI 
encourage the original workgroups to reconvene to further define what actions need to be taken. Items 
could then be referred to a TAC subcommittee if there were detailed instructions that a subcommittee 
could act upon. 

5. RWRC Update 
Elizabeth Constantino said Lisa Rose was out of the office and she would provide the update.  1)  There 
were two new Commissioners:  Pepper and O’Neill; 2) The Cities Association selection committee will 
be appointing a new representative tonight and so far only Orrin Mahoney (Mayor, City of Cupertino) 
expressed interest in the position; 3) The Commission approved the MOA, the annual workplan and the 
budget (everyone should have received the MOA with the related memo to attorneys); 4) the RWRC 
asked that organics processing be elevated in priority; and 5) the first three EPR workplan tasks were 
approved as proposed while the fourth was modified to begin with paint. 

A question was asked about paint generators.  Rob D’Arcy will develop an info sheet with phone 
numbers and such.   

6. Division Manager’s Report and Updates on Countywide Programs 
A. Disposal Reporting System – in the TAC packet.  Clif responded to some questions about the recent 

DRS report.  Some facilities sent in reports without the funds while another facility sent money 
without the report.  The late fees are currently $200 and penalty of 1% per month after the initial 
quarter.  A question was asked if fees could be tied to permits.  Elizabeth will check with 
Environmental Health. 

B. Green Business – in the TAC packet.  

C. Home Composting Education Program – in the TAC packet.    

D. Recycling Hotline – no report. 

E. Other – Elizabeth Constantino had five items: 1) RWRC approved the budget; 2) Commissioner 
LeZotte said the Water District contributes $100,000 and would like for the funding to continue; and 
3) Elizabeth has some Green Business brochures that jurisdictions can take; 4) On March 9th the 
Home Composting Education Program, had two composting workshops, one in City of Santa Clara 
with 70 people and one in Sunnyvale; 5) yesterday the Master Composter Training Program  
graduated 24 students  who will each contribute a minimum of 50 hours of volunteer time to the 
Program in the upcoming year; and 6) Everyone should have the MOA and should ask attorneys to 
review it.  
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7. Subcommittee Reports and Updates on Countywide Programs  
A. Enforcement – no report. 

B. Household Hazardous Waste – Walter Lin said there were a couple of items: 1) Rob made the EPR 
presentation to the RWRC and is in the process of generating the letters and also, Rob developed a 
work around with PaintCare as of March 1; 2) there is a sharps grant available to jurisdictions for  
providing free sharps containers to residents as well as the possibility of public (sharps) kiosks; 3) 
CalRecycle’s 20th cycle HHW grant was just submitted and the 21st cycle should be released in 
April; and 4) next HHW subcommittee meeting is Tuesday April 9. 

C. Implementation Subcommittee – no report. 

D. Legislation – Mark Bowers provided a handout on the legislation and discussed various bills.  AB 
158 and SB 405 are nearly identical bills that address single-use carryout bags. It is unclear whether 
the bills would preempt local bag ordinances and, if they do, what areas might or might not be 
preempted (e.g. types of stores covered, ability to require charges for paper and reusable carryout 
bags, enforcement options). 

E. Operations – no report.   

F. Public Education – Reena Brilliot said the subcommittee did not meet but the next meeting is 
scheduled for March 26. 

G. Source Reduction and Recycling – Karen Gissibl said the subcommittee did not meet and she is not 
sure if there will be a March meeting. 

H. Ad Hoc Eco-Gardener – Dave Staub said the subcommittee met last month and is working on a 
contract with GardenSoft.   Michele Young will be leading the group in the future.  The next meeting 
is scheduled for April 3. 

I. Ad Hoc Organizational Study – Mark Bowers said Elizabeth Constantino and County staff did a 
good job getting the MOA to the RWRC and contracting with Cerene.  He also complimented 
Cerene on being able to coalesce the thoughts to develop the MOA language.  Mark suggested that 
during the legal review process, if a jurisdiction gets feedback staff should try to minimize 
expectations on changes because excessive changes from sixteen different jurisdictions would be 
difficult to address within the proposed timeline.  He also asked that jurisdictions bring any issues to 
Elizabeth’s attention so that they may be addressed. 

A question was asked about some of the small jurisdictions since the MOA needs to be approved by 
all jurisdictions.  Elizabeth said she will make contact with Los Altos Hills and Monte Sereno. 

It was suggested that someone go to the City Manager’s Association to brief them on the issue (Tony 
Eulo will check on this item).  The Cities Association of Santa Clara County was suggested as well 
(Elizabeth Constantino will check on this item). 

8. Future Agenda Items / Guest Speakers 
Elizabeth Constantino asked to put #5 – “evaluate long term disposal and processing capabilities and 
opportunities for regional cooperation” and #6 – “organized scavenging and copper theft” from the 
RWRC workplan on a future TAC Agenda for discussion as well as organics processing. 

9. Informational Updates and Announcements 

• Aida Fairman said Los Altos passed a bag ban on March 12.  It will take effect on July 4. 

• Karen Gissibl announced phase two of Sunnyvale’s bag ban goes into effect March 20th.  She also 
stated that staff surveyed five stores and found most people chose to use no bag at all over any other 
type of bag. 
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• Walter Lin said Emy Mendoza was unable to make it today but is still working on School’s Program 
so if there are any questions regarding schools, please contact her.  She also just became a master 
composter after graduating from the training yesterday. 

• Dave Staub introduced Karin Hickey as the new Staff Aide II in Environmental Programs. 

• Elizabeth Constantino observed that 30-50% of shoppers in SF Chinatown had reusable bags. 

• Walter Lin noted that Rotten Robbie donated their bag monies ($1,700) to the Guadalupe River 
Conservancy.  It was suggested that Rotten Robbie be given a commendation letter from the RWRC. 

• Richard Gertman announced that Resource Recycling Magazine had a contest on recycling 
innovations and that he is one of ten finalists in the U.S. for his development of recycled glass to 
replace granite in concrete buildings.  

• Matthew Krupp had four items: 1) Palo Alto passed an expanded single-use bag ordinance; 2) 
Council will hold off on changing the charge from $0.10 to $0.25; 3) Palo Alto anticipates being 
sued by Save the Plastic Bag over the restaurant portion of the bag ban; and 4) He will be giving a 
presentation at BioCycle on integrating EPA’s Food Too Good to Waste with Palo Alto’s program.  
It was suggested that he also provide the presentation at TAC. 

• Michael Gross announced: 1) April 12 is Lunch at the Landfill and 2) C&D World will be in Tampa 
in April.  A third-party verification/certification process is being developed for C&D facilities. Rob 
D’Arcy has HHW amendments for participating jurisdictions FY2013-14. 

• Mark Bowers said he had two copies of AB158 if people are interested. 

• Reena Brilliot said there were a couple of (student) internships available at the City of San Jose. 

• Alex Wykoff said that on March 5, Cupertino City Council approved the second reading of their Bag 
Ordinance and a new anti-litter ordinance.  The bag ordinance will be effective on October 1, 2013 
and EPS is the City’s next waste and litter reduction focus. 

10. Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 3:26 p.m. 

 
 

 
THE NEXT SCHEDULED TAC MEETING:  April 11, 2013  
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TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
April 11, 2013 

 
 

VOTING MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 

ACTERRA       Maija McDonald 

CALIFORNIA RESOURCE RECOVERY ASSN.  Clay Reigel 

CITY OF CUPERTINO      Cheri Donnelly 

CITY OF GILROY       Tony Eulo 

CITY OF LOS ALTOS      Aida Fairman 

CITY OF MILPITAS      Elizabeth Koo 

CITY OF MORGAN HILL     Tony Eulo 

CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW     Lori Topley 

CITY OF PALO ALTO       Maybo AuYeung 

CITY OF SAN JOSE      Reena Brilliot 

CITY OF SANTA CLARA     Dave Staub 

CITY OF SUNNYVALE       Mark Bowers 

CLARA MATEO       Michael Gross 

COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH    Stan Chau 

COUNTY UNINCORPORATED AREA   Lisa Rose 

SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT  Pat Showalter 

SIERRA CLUB        Heidi Melander 

WEST VALLEY CITIES      Marva Sheehan 
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VOTING MEMBERS NOT IN ATTENDANCE 
CITY OF CAMPBELL           

CITY OF MONTE SERENO           

CITY OF SARATOGA          

COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT    

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS        

SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY       

SILICON VALLEY LEADERSHIP GROUP       

TOWN OF LOS ALTOS HILLS            

TOWN OF LOS GATOS  

      

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE 

Clifton Chew   SCC IWM 

Rob D’Arcy   SCC HHW 

Wendy Fong   SCC HHW 

Richard Gertman   4sustainability2 

Karin Hickey   City of Santa Clara 

Walter Lin    City of San Jose 

Paul Tavares   City of San Jose 

 

1. Call to Order 
Cheri Donnelly, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:35 p.m.  A quorum of 14 was present.  Those 
present introduced themselves.   

2. Approval of Minutes  
Aida Fairman had a correction to the minutes.  Item 9 corrected spelling of Los Altos.  Aida then made a 
motion to approve the amended minutes from the March 14, 2013 TAC meeting.  The motion was 
seconded by Lori Topley.  All present voted to approve the minutes.  Those not present at the March 14, 
2013 TAC meeting abstained.  

3. Public Presentations  
There were no public presentations.   

4. Joint TAC 
Cheri Donnelly asked Clifton Chew to provide a status update.  Clif commented that the Doodle 
response indicated that May 15 would be the best date for the Joint TAC meeting and that it would be 
from 1:30 to 3:30PM.  Matthew Krupp had reserved a room in Palo Alto City Hall. The details will be 
sent out soon. It was suggested to have a brown bag lunch in the plaza in front of Palo Alto City Hall 
prior to the meeting. 

Lisa.Rose
Typewritten Text
24



Technical Advisory Committee Meeting, April 11, 2013      Page 3 

 

 
5. RWRC Update 

Lisa Rose said that if there is nothing from today’s TAC meeting then the RWRC meeting will most 
likely be cancelled due to lack of business.  Also, staff is still working on the EPR letter that will go out 
to all the city managers and mayors.   

6. Division Manager’s Report and Updates on Countywide Programs 
A. Disposal Reporting System – in the TAC packet.   

B. Green Business – in the TAC packet.  

C. Home Composting Education Program – in the TAC packet.    

D. Recycling Hotline – no report. 

E. Other – Lisa Rose said regarding the MOA, staff has heard from all the cities except Monte Sereno.  
The new director of AEM, Amy Brown, has directly contacted Brian Loventhal and he has told her 
that Monte Sereno is reviewing the document.  The comments received to date, have been few and 
insubstantial.  The most common thread has been about voting, membership and quorum.  The MOA 
consultant, Cerene St. John, is collating all the comments and tracking all the changes.  She’ll work 
with County staff and the subcommittee chair, Mark Bowers, on any changes and developments that 
will need to be brought back to TAC or to the subcommittee.   Cerene will also develop FAQs and 
answers for staff use when the document is brought to city councils.   

The Home Composting Education Program’s workshops have been filled to capacity.  The Green 
Business Program has been benefiting from two interns (one will be leaving to work for the City of 
San Jose).  Water District staff will propose to their management putting the grant agreement for the 
Green Business Program back on a three year cycle.  The agreement is expected to be in place by 
July 1st. 

7. Subcommittee Reports and Updates on Countywide Programs  
A. Enforcement – no report. 

B. Household Hazardous Waste – Walter Lin reported on the April 9thmeeting: 

1. the County has signed an agreement with PaintCare which has saved about $25K since it 
became effective March 1st; 

2. Used oil payment program funds have been spent to host outreach and provide giveaways 
during five San Jose Earthquakes home games, the first of which was last weekend; the 
payment program has also funded two commercials, one on Comcast and one on Univision; 
and 

3. CalRecycle HHW Grant Cycle #20 just ended, #21 will be released soon and they are 
soliciting feedback for #22.  A survey will be sent to all jurisdictions. The subcommittee 
recommends coordinating the Santa Clara County jurisdiction’s responses to the survey.  Rob 
discovered that CalRecycle is awarding grant cycle #20 by random drawing.  The next 
subcommittee meeting is Tuesday, June 11 at 9:30AM. 

C. Implementation Subcommittee – no report. 

D. Legislation – Mark Bowers did not have a handout but went over some bills that were of interest: 

SB405 (bags), AB158 (bags), SB700 (bag fees to Parks), SB529 (alternative packaging 
requirements for fast food facilities), AB333 (medical waste), AB1001 (beverage container 
recycling changes), SB245 (mattresses), AB1126 (cement), SB727 (pharmaceuticals) and AB488 
(batteries). 
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E. Operations – no report.   

F. Public Education – Reena Brilliot said the subcommittee met and discussed two issues:  

1. San Jose Earthquakes opportunity.  The subcommittee would like to spend outreach funds on 
infrastructure and to have a permanent messaging plan in the new stadium.  By the next 
meeting she expects to have the facility layout; and 

2.                                                                                                                                                                   
Invigorating Home Composting Education Program outreach.  Zachary DeVine had a good 
idea for creating videos to get the message out about how to compost using local resources.  
TAC discussed using the Eco-Gardener website to host the videos as a possibility. 

Reena suggested that the Pub Ed subcommittee provide oversight for the CRRA Conference budget 
item ($10K). 

The Eco-Gardener Subcommittee was heard at this time to continue to flow of discussion.  

H.  Ad Hoc Eco-Gardener – Dave Staub reminded TAC that he had made a motion for TAC to enter 
into an agreement with GardenSoft to provide website development using EOA1 for contract 
oversight.  Subsequently there were some concerns that there is not enough solid waste-related 
information in the initial scope of the Eco-Gardener website project to justify funding TAC’s cost 
with AB 939 funds.  The discussion was reopened to reaffirm the intent of TAC’s funding and to 
examine the scope of the project as it relates to AB 939 goals.  The discussion indicated that the 
website was only an initial start and it would be developed to focus more on home composting in the 
future.  A motion was made by Lori Topley and seconded by Tony Eulo.  All present voted to 
approve the motion.  Once established, it was suggested that TAC and SCVURPPP look more 
broadly for additional funds, possibly from colleagues in water conservation.  Dave Staub reported 
that there was a meeting schedule mix up and the next meeting would be Wednesday, April 24, 2013 
at San Jose City Hall from noon to 2:00 p.m. in room T-1047. 

TAC discussed whether to make the Eco-Gardener Ad Hoc subcommittee permanent rather than 
keeping it with ad hoc status since it has been meeting for more than a year and will be meeting 
regularly moving forward.  It was decided that the Eco-Gardener report would be included under the 
heading “Program Updates” with the CDR Hotline, as neither of these contracts are led by County 
staff.  

G. Source Reduction and Recycling – Lisa Rose said the subcommittee did not meet and there may not 
be an April meeting. 

H. Ad Hoc Eco-Gardener – heard earlier. 

I. Ad Hoc Organizational Study – Mark Bowers said Jim Griffith, RWRC Chair, will make a 
presentation to the Cities Association tonight at Sunnyvale City Hall.  Mark said he has already 
written a report to his city council through the Sustainability Commission which is scheduled for 
Monday, April 15.  He reported that the final draft of the MOA is not expected to have any major 
policy changes, but may have a few technical modifications by the time it is presented at 
Sunnyvale’s May 21st City Council meeting.  Mark has boiler plate language that Lisa will distribute 
to all jurisdictions. 

 

 
 

1 EOA is the program management consultant for the Santa Clara Valley Urban Runoff Pollution Prevention Program (SCVURPPP), 
which is sharing the cost of the Eco Gardener website development with the TAC. 
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8. Future Agenda Items / Guest Speakers 

In a previous meeting, Elizabeth Constantino asked to put #5 – “evaluate long term disposal and 
processing capabilities and opportunities for regional cooperation” and #6 – “organized scavenging and 
copper theft” from the RWRC workplan on a future TAC Agenda for discussion as well as organics 
processing. 

9. Informational Updates and Announcements 

• Richard Gertman passed around an old TAC calendar. 

• Michael Gross has a few items: 1) April 22-28 is National Compost Awareness week; 2) tomorrow 
is “Lunch at the Landfill”; and 3) April 22-29 a US Composting Council is promoting the 1Million 
Tomato Campaign at schools. 

• Aida Fairman announced an HHW disposal event in Los Altos this Saturday from 9AM-12PM. 

• Dave Staub said the City of Santa Clara is working on an exclusive agreement with a company 
called Related, who is looking at developing on the closed landfill.  They want to put in mixed use; 
retail and commercial office space near the new 49er Stadium.  It is 230 acres bounded by Tasman 
and HWY. 237. 

• Karen Hickey said she emailed out the rate survey.  She then passed around a spreadsheet and asked 
people to double check their contact information and verify that it is correct. 

• Pat Showalter said Santa Clara County is second in the State for flood exposure by population and 
by property damage. 

• Tony Eulo said Salinas Valley is looking at an autoclave process and was wondering if TAC 
members are familiar with the process.  The autoclave process would be used for mixed municipal 
waste.  

• Maybo AuYeung said City Palo Alto’s bag ordinance went to Council on March 11 and staff was 
asked to return with the following changes:  remove automatic increase to $0.20 after a year and 
bring back a recommendation after 18-24 months; remove labeling requirement on reusable bags (at 
the request by Apple Corporation); there are two standards of reusable bags – 15L or greater must 
meet the EcoLogo standards or greater, and bags less than 15L need to meet the 2.25mil thickness 
requirement; $0.10 for all retail bags starting July 1, 2013 and bags for food establishments starting 
November 1st ; Palo Alto had to do their own EIR due to the previous settlement agreement.  The 
City’s 2-cart collection pilot has started. 

• Reena Brilliot had three items: 1) the City of San Jose is pushing the 1M Tomato Campaign in 
schools; 2) working with the Composting Council to develop ‘Compost Con,’ a convention about 
compost that will take place the day before the National Composting Conference; and 3) ESD will 
be putting out an announcement for the positions in the Environmental Services series.  She will 
have Clifton Chew forward the announcement. 

• Lori Topley said Mountain View’s bag ban goes into effect April 22, 2013. 

• Mark Bowers said 1) the goats have returned to the landfill, there are areas that are not grazed to 
create uneven patches of land for burring owls and other wildlife; and 2) Sunnyvale’s bag ban took 
effect March 20, 2013 for all stores. 

• Lisa Rose said Master Gardeners are having their annual plant sale at History San Jose in Kelly Park 
this Saturday. 
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• Cheri Donnelly said regarding Cupertino’s bag ban: 1) time has expired for litigation on CEQA 

matters; 2) a resident requested another public hearing/or bring the bag ordinance to a vote in an 
election.  She also noted that there are two Environmental Programs positions opening up in 
Cupertino: an intern position (12 hr/week for 1 year) and full time position with a 2-year limit.  She 
will send the information to Clifton Chew to forward to TAC members as it becomes available. 

10. Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 2:53 p.m. 

 
 

 
THE NEXT SCHEDULED TAC MEETING:  May 9, 2013  
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Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission of Santa Clara County
At-A-Glance Matrices of Bags, Expanded Polystyrene and Extended Producer Responsibility

Last updated 6/19/2013

Jurisdiction Single-use Carryout Bag Ordinance Join San 
Mateo EIR 
Process

EPS Ordinance Internal EPS 
Policy

EPR 
Resolution

Notes Website Last Updated

Campbell Draft ordinance to Council June 2013 Yes Wait and see
Cupertino Adopted 3/5/13; Effective 10/1/13 Yes 1/15/13 directed staff to begin CEQA Yes Yes www.cupertino.org/index.aspx?pag

e=1146
4/4/2013

Gilroy No 9/12 adopted reso to discourage food 
establishments from using EPS

4/8/2013

Los Altos Adopted 3/12/13; Effective 7/4/13 Yes Bring to Council for adoption in fall 2013 Not yet 4/4/2013

Los Altos Hills A resident informed that the only commercial facility 
in Los Altos Hills is Foothill Community College.  
The campus bookstore voluntarily stopped using 
plastic bags several years ago and has canvas totes 
for sale.

Pacific Dining, the cafeteria vendor at Foothill 
College, was chosen last year in part because of 
their commitment to sustainability.  No EPS, all 
packaging is compostable.  Vendor sources 
local foods to reduce ghg emissions.

5/8/2013

Los Gatos Will consider in 2013 Yes Yes Yes 4/5/2013
Milpitas Still considering Yes Env. Commission reviewing issue before making 

recommendation to Council
4/4/2013

Monte Sereno Not applicable N/A Wait and see Yes
Morgan Hill City staff actively working on presenting ordinance co                     No In Nov 2012, Council directed staff to prepare 

ordinance and engage community
Yes Yes 4/8/2013

Mountain View Adopted 12/11/12; Effective 4/22/13 Yes Ordinance likely to be presented to Council in 
late 2013; projected effective day of July 1, 2104

In process see 
notes

Develop ordinance restricting 
use by food vendors

www.mvrecycle.org

4/4/2013

Palo Alto Adopted 3/30/09; Effective 9/18/09; Expanded to all 
retailers effective 7/1/13; and then to food service 
establishments 11/1/13

No Adopted 5/11/09; Effective 4/22/10; In 2013, 
staff will explore expanding the ban to include all 
sales of expanded foam products (e.g., cups, 
coolers, plates) in Palo Alto.

Yes Yes Former settlement with STPBC 
requires PA do their own EIR

4/5/2013

San Jose Adopted 12/14/10; Effective 1/1/2012 No In February 2013, City Council directed staff to 
develop CEQA process & ordinance to ban EPS 
food containers at all food establishments in the 
City.  Draft CEQA document will be available for 
public review in July.  Staff is concurrently 
developing a draft ordinance for August Council 
mtg. to be phased in early 2014.

Yes 5/14/2013

Santa Clara Wait and see No Wait and see Yes 1/11/2013
Saratoga Wait and see Wait and see Yes 4/17/2013
Sunnyvale Adopted 12/6/2011; Effective 1/20/12 for large 

retailers; Expanded to all retailers 3/20/13
No Yes Yes http://sunnyvale.ca.gov/Portals/0/S

unnyvale/CouncilReports/2012/12-
 

1/15/2013

Unincorporated Passed 5/10/11; Effective 1/1/12 No Passed 5/8/2012; Effective 2/2/13 Yes Yes www.reducewaste.org 4/5/2013
SCVWD Support Support city/county ordinances Yes Internal policy to prohibit 

purchase of EPS food/bev 
containers with District funds 
and prohibit at District facilities

1/11/2013

Note: Palo Alto launched and partnered with Sunnyvale and San Jose on a Supply Chain Plastic Reduction Project targeting the reduction of plastic foam and other packaging reduction efforts. The finalized language and 
vendor letter have been distributed to all jurisdictions for their use.

http://www.mvrecycle.org/�
http://sunnyvale.ca.gov/Portals/0/Sunnyvale/CouncilReports/2012/12-293.pdf�
http://sunnyvale.ca.gov/Portals/0/Sunnyvale/CouncilReports/2012/12-293.pdf�
http://sunnyvale.ca.gov/Portals/0/Sunnyvale/CouncilReports/2012/12-293.pdf�
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