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VOTING MEMBERS NOT ATTENDING 
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CITY OF LOS ALTOS       
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TOWN OF LOS GATOS  
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Clifton Chew   SCC IWM  

Rob D’Arcy   SCC HHW 

William Gardner   International Paper 

Karen Gissibl   City of Sunnyvale 

Walter Lin    City of San Jose 

Emy Mendoza   City of San Jose 

Donna Perala   City of San Jose 

Patrick Rita   Orion Advocates 

Lisa Rose    SCC IWM 

Dawn Koepke   McHugh & Associates 

Jo Zientek    City of San Jose 
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1. Call to Order 
Lori Topley, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:35 p.m.  A quorum of 13 was present.  Those 
present introduced themselves. 

2. Approval of Minutes  
Stan Chau made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 10 and February 11, 2010 TAC 
meetings.  The motion was seconded by Jill Boone.  All present voted to approve the minutes.  
Those not present at the January 10 and/or February 11, 2010 TAC meeting(s) abstained. 

3. Public Presentations  
There were no public presentations. 

4. Carryout Bags – Paper Bag Council 

Bill Gardner, from International Paper, made a presentation on ‘Grocery Bags Comparison of 
Paper and Plastic’. 

5. Kirby Canyon Update  
Elizabeth Constantino said the County was still pursuing the fees owed.  

6. Zero Litter Initiative (ZLI) 
Jill Boone said that as the Zero Waste Ad Hoc subcommittee was about to go to the RWRC, the 
Zero Litter Initiative (ZLI) recommended some changes and wanted to add some comments 
about litter to the Zero Waste Vision and Plan.  The ZLI understood that changes to the ZW 
Vision and Action Plan could not be added at this time because any changes would require going 
back to TAC for approval.  The Zero Waste (ZW) information was presented to the RWRC at the 
February 22 meeting.  The Commissioners provided some direction for the Zero Waste Vision 
and Plan.  The Ad Hoc Zero Waste Subcommittee will work on revising the Zero Waste Vision 
and Plan to address the RWRC’s comments.   

Jill noted that the Chair of the RWRC read a letter from the Mayor of Campbell, also a 
Commissioner, asking the other Commissioners to consider litter issues, specifically along road 
and waterways.  Because the Ad Hoc Zero Waste Subcommittee is revising the Zero Waste 
Vision (ZWV) and Action Plan (ZWAP) for the RWRC, it may provide opportunity to consider 
adding something about the Zero Litter Initiative (ZLI) if TAC feels it fits into the Zero Waste 
Action Plan.   

She also noted that the Zero Waste Ad Hoc subcommittee did not want to have the concept of 
handling the upstream effects of waste to be refocused on the handling of downstream issues 
such as litter. 

The ZLI group is really interested in becoming more organized and having a policy venue that 
can assist with recommending policy and legislative issues relative to litter.  Thus they are 
interested in connecting to the RWRC.  There was no clear direction from the RWRC regarding 
what they expected from the ZLI and what role the Commission should have, if any. 

The ZLI group is preparing for a Trash Summit in May targeted towards elected officials and 
policy makers.  Jill is trying to clarify issues by finding out from TAC what their wishes are in 
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order to move forward.  She then asked if TAC was interested in taking on the litter as an issue 
or whether the litter issue should be handled through a subcommittee. 

Mark Bowers suggested that staff go back and review the last time the litter issue went to the 
RWRC and to TAC and pull out the actions and conclusions from the previous efforts to see if 
there is anything new that may change TAC’s previous thoughts about litter. 

Skip Lacaze recalled there was a litter push from IWM staff back in the 1980s.  Other TAC 
members recalled that the report indicated that a large enforcement component would be needed, 
including commitment of resources from the DA’s office, police departments and CalTrans.  
Solid waste was only tangentially involved. 

Members expressed concern regarding how much overlap there actually was between TAC and 
water management agencies and were especially concerned about having the RWRC be the place 
where zero litter is heard.  Additionally, having independent groups circumventing TAC and 
going directly to the RWRC would set a bad precedent.  

The proposal was made to include the ZLI as a stakeholder, and possibly add someone from ZLI 
as a TAC voting member, should RWRC wish to pursue this.  This would result in the bylaws 
being amended and forwarded to the Board of Supervisors.   

Jill said the ZLI group is not looking for a firm answer but more of an avenue for their policy 
concerns.  She will provide TAC with a list of the ZLI members to see who they may already 
have working relationships with.   

This issue may be discussed at the next SRR Subcommittee to get a start on it. 

7. Division Manager’s Report and Updates on Countywide Programs 
Elizabeth Constantino had four items 1) the Home Composting Education Program (HCEP) had 
a Master Composter graduation ceremony last night that was well attended.  Thirty people 
completed their training with 60% paying the newly implemented fee for the ten week training. 
The remaining students will give an additional 25 hours of volunteer time for their ‘scholarship.’  
The rest of the evening was devoted to recognizing the volunteers; 2) the County Counsel bill for 
the past quarter was $306 mainly for the NDFE; 3) the County Board of Supervisors will hear a 
report and a recommendation for a bag ordinance at their April 13 Board meeting.  The 
recommendation will mirror San Jose’s recommendation, and 4) Arroyo Associates submitted a 
modification request to expand the original organizational study to allow them to interview all 
remaining city representative TAC members (by phone), all remaining Commissioners (by 
phone) and the city managers (as a group at a monthly City Managers meeting) for an additional 
$5,930.  Elizabeth thought this was a good idea to get a broader picture for the study. 

Mark Bowers expressed concerns about going to the city managers without a preliminary report 
and felt it was directed from higher up in the County..  After a few comments from TAC 
members, Mark made a motion to ask Arroyo to modify the scope to include interviewing the 
remaining TAC members and Commissioners and to present a draft or final report to the city 
managers.  The motion was seconded by Stan Chau.  All present voted to approve except 
Richard Gertman and Elizabeth Constantino who both voted in opposition. 

A. Disposal Reporting System – in the TAC packet.   

B. Green Business – in the TAC packet. 
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C. Home Composting Education Program – No report. 

D. Recycling Hotline – No report. 

8. Subcommittee Reports and Updates on Countywide Programs  
A. Enforcement – Stan Chau said there was no report. 

B. Household Hazardous Waste –Walter Lin had three items: 1) the mid-year report showed just 
less than 17,000 drop offs which, if doubled for the whole fiscal year, would be 34,000 which 
is 10% higher than last year.  The report’s estimation of $67/car is now looking like it will be 
closer to $62/car; 2) the AB939 agreements went out last week and will need to have all the 
cities approve them before the Board of Supervisors adoption on May 11, 2010 and 3) the 
first phase of the Las Plumas project should be complete in the next few months.  Also they 
are finalizing the designs and construction documents for the second phase which will begin 
later this summer. 

C. Implementation Subcommittee (IS) – Lori Topley said there was no report. 

D. Legislation – Mark Bowers provided a handout on legislative activities.  Bills printed in grey 
are bills that he is going to drop from future reports.  He also mentioned that he is now on the 
SWANA legislative task force.   

Rob D’Arcy will keep TAC members informed of some additional legislation. 

E. Operations – No Report. 

F. Public Education – No Report. 

G. Source Reduction and Recycling – Cheri Donnelly said last month’s meeting on Home 
Composting Education Program (HCEP) was informative.  A sample report was circulated to 
TAC members as to what subcommittee members would like to see from HCEP in a monthly 
report.   

H. Ad Hoc Disaster Debris Planning – Michael Gross said there was no report.    

I. Ad Hoc Organizational Study – Already discussed in the Division Manager’s report. 

J. Ad Hoc School Recycling – Jo Zientek said a flier will be sent out next week on the Bay 
Area Environmental Schools Conference set for May 1, 2010.  Registration is $20 and will 
be at the Hayes Mansion.   

K. Ad Hoc Zero Waste – Jill Boone said the Zero Waste group made a presentation to the 
RWRC which remarked that it was too complex and needed to be broken down into bite 
sized parts to make it marketable.  She said the subcommittee will meet and bring back a 
reformatted form at the next TAC meeting.   

9. Future Agenda Items / Guest Speakers 

Mark Bowers proposed musical greeting cards.  

Jill Boone proposed non-compostable tea bags. 
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10. Informational Updates and Announcements 
Skip announced that San Jose’s EIR regarding single-use bags is expected to be released to the 
public in May.  

Julie Muir had two items: 1) Stephen Bantillo was hired as the new executive director for CRRA, 
and 2) Stanford is in second place in the RecycleMania competition so far.  

11. Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 3:29 p.m. 

NEXT SCHEDULED TAC MEETING:  April 8, 2010 
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