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County of Santa Clara 
Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission 
Integrated Waste Management Division 
1553 Berger Drive, Building #1 
San Jose, California 95112 
(408) 282-3180      FAX (408) 282-3188 
www.ReduceWaste.org 

RECYCLING AND WASTE REDUCTION COMMISSION MEETING AGENDA 
(*Denotes item on which action may be taken) 

DATE: Wednesday, October 23, 2013 
TIME: 5:15 P.M. 
NEW LOCATION: BOARD CHAMBERS 70 West Hedding Street, San Jose 95110 
COMMUTE ALTERNATIVES: The Board of Supervisors encourages the use of commute alternatives including bicycles, 
carpooling, and hybrid vehicles. Public transit access is available to and from the Berger Drive Facility, 1553 Berger Drive, Building 
1, San Jose, California by VTA bus lines 66. For trip planning information, contact the VTA Customer Service Department at 408-
321-2300 Monday through Friday between the hours of 6:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., and on Saturday from 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Schedule 
information is also available on the web at www.vta.org.  Bicycle parking racks are available in the front of Buildings 1 and 2. 

1. Call to Order and Introductions
2. Special Order of the Day

• None

3. Approval of Minutes from June 26, 2013 RWRC Meeting*
4. Public Presentation (3-minute limit)
This portion of the meeting is reserved for persons desiring to address the Commission on any matter not on the agenda. Speakers are 
limited to three minutes. The law does not permit Commission action or extended discussion on any items not on the agenda except 
under special circumstances. Statements that require a response may be placed on the agenda for the next regular meeting of the 
Commission. 

Persons wishing to address the Commission on any item on the agenda are requested to complete a Request to Speak form and give it 
to the Staff Liaison so the Chairperson can call on you when the item comes up for discussion. 

5. Election of Officers 5 Minutes 
Staff will ask for nominations for Chair and a vote will be taken.  Once the new Chair is seated, s/he will take 
over conduction the remainder of the meeting by asking for nominations for Vice-Chair.  Commissioners will 
then vote in a new Vice-Chair and the meeting will continue according to the Agenda 

6. Countywide Pharmaceutical Take Back Ordinance* 10 minutes 
Presenter:  Cheri Donnelly, Chair, Technical Advisory Committee 
Cheri will present TAC’s revised recommendation to the RWRC regarding Pharmaceutical Take Back 
TAC Recommended Action: Accept Recommendation 

7. Legislative Priorities* 10 minutes 
Presenter:  Rob D’Arcy, Manager, Recycling and Waste Reduction Division 
Each year the TAC and RWRC recommend relevant priorities to be included in the Board of Supervisors’ 
annual listing of Legislative Priorities.  
TAC Recommended Action:  Forward favorable recommendation to the County Legislative Director 

Commissioners:  James R. Griffith, Chair; Ronit Bryant, Kansen Chu, Linda J. LeZotte, Orrin Mahoney, Diane McNutt, 
 Teresa O'Neill, Jan Pepper, Cat Tucker, Mike Wasserman 

http://www.vta.org/


8. Update on FY 2013-14 Workplan* 20 minutes 
Presenter:  Lisa Rose, County Integrated Waste Management Division 
Lisa will present an update on the FY 2013-14 Workplan 
No Action Required:  informational item only 

9. TAC Minutes 5 minutes 
Presenter:  Cheri Donnelly, Chair, Technical Advisory Committee  
Approved June, August and September 2013 TAC Minutes attached 
No Action Required:  informational item only 

10. Announcements/Future Agenda Items* 10 minutes 
• “At-a-Glance” Matrix for Expanded Polystyrene, Single-use Carryout Bags and Extended Producer

Responsibility

11. Adjournment

Next Meeting:   Wednesday, December 11, 2013 



County of Santa Clara 
Department of Agriculture and Environmental Management 
Recycling and Waste Reduction Division 

1553 Berger Drive 
Bldg. 1 
San Jose, CA  95112 
(408) 282-3180 
Fax (408) 282-3188 http://www.ReduceWaste.org 

October 23, 2013 

TO: Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission 

FROM: Technical Advisory Committee  

RE: Pharmaceutical ordinance recommendation 

At the June 26, 2013 RWRC meeting, a motion was passed that requested County staff 
to pursue a local ordinance mandating pharmaceutical manufacturers to fund and 
implement a collection program for unwanted and expired medications. Staff addressed 
the request with the County administration and was instructed to postpone the work until 
the Alameda County lawsuit filed by the Pharmaceutical and Research Manufacturers of 
America (PhARMA) was decided. In addition, staff was told that a Board referral would 
be required to initiate an ordinance. 

In 2009, the City and County of San Francisco threatened a similar ordinance, which 
was not passed and has received instead $110,000 from PhRMA and Genetech to 
implement a pilot collection program throughout the city. We have learned an additional 
$125,000 will be paid to the city to keep the pilot going.  The San Francisco ordinance 
has been tabled indefinitely. 

As you know, the County of Alameda, CA and King County, WA have both passed laws 
requiring a manufacturer sponsored program. Upon the passage of Alameda County’s 
ordinance, the Pharmaceutical and Research Manufacturers of America (PhRMA) sued 
the County. The U.S. District court in its August decision sided with the County. 

In 2008, the County Sheriff’s Office began accepting pharmaceuticals from the public at 
their stations and drop-off boxes at 10 Valley Medical Center pharmacies. The Sheriff 
collects the medications at the pharmacies and transports it to the Covanta incinerator 
in the San Joaquin Valley.  Recently the Covanta Plant Manager informed them that 
they will no longer accept the pharmaceuticals collected from the public at the plant. 
The Sheriff’s Office and the Department of Agriculture and Environmental Management 
is working with the State and Covanta to remedy the situation and has no known vendor 
to dispose of the pharmaceuticals and may be forced to stop accepting medications. 

Board of Supervisors:  Mike Wasserman, Cindy Chavez, Dave Cortese, Ken Yeager, S. Joseph Simitian 
County Executive:  Jeffrey V. Smith
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At the RWRC TAC meeting on October 10, 2013, the TAC agreed to request that the 
RWRC act on the following request: 

The RWRC Technical Advisory Committee request that the RWRC forward a 
recommendation to the Board of Supervisors to request the Board pass a local 
ordinance mandating pharmaceutical manufacturers to fund and implement a 
collection program for unwanted and expired medications.   



County of Santa Clara 
Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission 
Integrated Waste Management Division 

1553 Berger Drive, Building #1 
San Jose, California 95112 
(408) 282-3180      FAX (408) 282-3188 
www.ReduceWaste.org 

2 0 1 3  L E G I S L A T I V E  P O L I C I E S  A N D  P R I O R I T I E S  
I N T E G R A T E D  W A S T E  M A N A G E M E N T  

The County supports:  

1) Improved Integrated Waste Management Programs including efforts to promote “Zero-Waste California;”
a reduction in greenhouse gasses generated from the use of material resources, and the collection and
disposal of wastes; the standardization of the use of terms; local government authority to direct waste to
permitted facilities; local jurisdiction compliance with AB 939 goals; and improved accuracy of the State-
mandated reporting.

2) Expanded Product Stewardship and Producer Responsibility that reduces the amount and toxicity of
solid waste generated and shifts physical and financial responsibility to the producers of products for the
recovery and disposal of problem wastes through manufacturer implemented take-back programs for
products such as pharmaceutical and sharps.

3) Securing local Integrated Waste Management program funding and financing; local solid waste
franchising and fee-setting authority; compensation for the collection, recycling, and disposal of waste; and
alternative funding sources.

4) Expansion of Recycling, Composting and Organics Programs and facilities and improving markets for
recyclable materials and finished compost, encouraging the purchase of products containing recycled
materials and finished compost, implementing a statewide recycling information network, and clarifying
ownership of recyclable materials.

5) Energy recovery from landfill gas, wood wastes, and other source-separated biomass.

6) Performance standards and use of alternative cover for landfills, limited to the quantities required, to
protect public health and safety and minimize nuisances.

7) Legislation to further address litter control and abatement problems in California including enforcement,
outreach campaigns, a reduction in single-use containers, other problem containers, and the cleanup of
littered areas.

8) Regulations that prohibit the release of radioactive or radiation-contaminated materials into the
recycling stream.

Commissioners:  Jamie McLeod, Chair; Ronit Bryant, Kansen Chu, Susan Garner, Jim Griffith, Linda J. LeZotte, Diane McNutt, 
Cat Tucker, Mike Wasserman, Gilbert Wong 
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9) Requirements that products containing hazardous waste be designed, manufactured, and used in ways that
avoid harm to workers and the environment and shall be managed and recycled using proper processes and
procedures according to environmental regulations and Department of Toxic Substances Control guidelines.

10) Elimination of local government liability under Superfund for the disposal of ordinary municipal
waste, expedited de minimis settlements for hazardous material generated by local government operations,
and allocation of costs on the basis of toxicity rather than the volume of municipal waste.  Superfund reform
should also provide a level of protection to third party investors, lenders, and developers of Brownfield
sites.



County of Santa Clara 
RECYCLING AND WASTE REDUCTION COMMISSION OF SANTA CLARA COUNTY 
Environmental Resources Agency 
Department of Agriculture and Resource Management 
Integrated Waste Management Division 

1553 Berger Drive, Bldg. 1 
San Jose, California  95112 
(408) 282-3180  FAX (408) 282-3188 
www.ReduceWaste.org 

DATE: October 23, 2013 

TO:  Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission  

FROM: Lisa Rose, Liaison to the Commission 

SUBJECT: Update on FY 2013-14 Workplan 

The Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission approved the FY 2013-14 Workplan at their February 
27, 2013 meeting.  The following is an update on that Workplan. 

1. Complete the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA)
The Memorandum of Agreement has been passed by every jurisdiction.  As soon as hard copies with
wet signatures are received, a fully executed version will be distributed to all jurisdictions.

2. Pharmaceuticals - Extended Producer Responsibility and Take Back Programs
This is a separate agenda item in the packet.  The Technical Advisory Committee is submitting a
revised recommendation to the Commission to consider.

3. Prepare EIRs or Master Environmental Assessments for all product bans or restrictions under
active consideration
No update

4. Evaluate long term disposal and processing capacities and opportunities for regional
cooperation
This item was discussed at the October TAC meeting.  While some sources believe there is a 17-year
average for capacity in Santa Clara County, many landfill agreements are slated to close in 2021
unless extensions are applied for and received.  TAC will review further and report out at a later
meeting.

5. Organized Scavenging and also explore what can be done about the rise in copper theft
The Commission voted at the June 26, 2013 meeting to drop copper theft from the Workplan.  It was
agreed that it would be good to create more awareness within communities and educating residents
about the various crimes associated with scavenging, including the potential for identity theft (which
would fall more to law enforcement and code enforcement).

Commissioners:  James R. Griffith, Chair; Ronit Bryant, Kansen Chu, Linda J. LeZotte, Orrin Mahoney, Diane McNutt, 
Teresa O'Neill, Jan Pepper, Cat Tucker, Mike Wasserman 
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6. Joint Regional CEQA for Expanded Polystyrene (EPS) 
City of San Jose took the lead on this item, hiring a contractor to prepare the Negative Declaration 
with shared funding between the City of San Jose and all the other jurisdictions.  CEQA was 
completed and the resulting Negative Declaration has been used by several jurisdictions to  pass 
their respective ordinances.  Final payment to City of San Jose has been authorized. 

 
7. Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) and Take Back Programs 

IWM staff is working with three cities that have not yet passed EPR ordinances or policies and 
assisting them with staff reports and the process for going to their respective councils.  Once all 
cities within the County have an EPR policy or ordinance in place, staff will work with jurisdictions 
to consider adopting ordinances that would require paint manufacturers to fund and manage take 
back programs at retail locations in their respective jurisdictions.   
 
Next step:  County staff will continue to assist jurisdictions in understanding and moving forward 
with EPR polices/ordinances and paint take back ordinances. 

 
8. Model Environmentally Preferred Purchasing Policies (EPPP) Language for Local 

Government 
IWM staff has been collecting EPPP’s from all cities and will compile a list of best practices that can 
be made available to all jurisdictions for posting to their websites or internal use. 
 
Next step: The Technical Advisory’s Source Reduction and Recycling subcommittee will pick this 
up in January 2014 and develop a list of best practices for jurisdictions. 

 
9. Finding Markets for Hard-to-Recycle Items such as EPS, Bags and Foam 

No update 
 

10. Illegal Dumping 
No update  
 

11. Organics Processing 
This item had been referred to the Eco Gardener Ad Hoc subcommittee; no update has been 
submitted regarding this item.   
 

12. Create a Speaker’s Bureau to Advocate for Specific Issues 
The Commission voted at the June 26, 2013 meeting to drop this item from the Workplan. 
 

13. Develop a different method to charge AB939 tip fee (currently on disposal—change to 
recycling, composting, waste to energy, and disposal) 
This item is an ongoing discussion and will be referred back to TAC. 

 
14. Evaluate high priority ways to get to zero waste 

TAC will begin receiving Zero Waste presentations from various jurisdictions beginning next month 
and will report on those at subsequent RWRC meetings. 

 



 

15. Compliance assistance with EPS ordinances throughout the County through an agreement 
with Department of Environmental Health (DEH) 
IWM staff has had preliminary discussions with the County’s Department of Environmental Health 
(DEH) Consumer Protection Division and was informed that DEH would likely be able to work out 
a plan to have inspectors use a check box when conducting normal inspections to verify whether or 
not EPS was present in a food service establishment.  It would be up to the jurisdictions to follow up 
once the information was conveyed to them.  The anticipated roll out would depend upon software 
updates for the inspectors which is anticipated to be completed in approximately a year. 



County of Santa Clara 
Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission 

Integrated Waste Management Division 

1553 Berger Drive, Building #1 

San Jose, California 95112 

(408) 282-3180  FAX (408) 282-3188 

www.ReduceWaste.org 

Commissioners:  James R. Griffith, Chair; Ronit Bryant, Kansen Chu, Linda J. LeZotte, Orrin Mahoney, Diane McNutt, 

 Teresa O'Neill, Jan Pepper, Cat Tucker, Mike Wasserman 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

June 13, 2013 

VOTING MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 

ACTERRA Maija McDonald 

CALIFORNIA RESOURCE RECOVERY ASSN. Clay Reigel 

CITY OF CUPERTINO  Cheri Donnelly 

CITY OF GILROY  Tony Eulo 

CITY OF LOS ALTOS  Aida Fairman 

CITY OF MILPITAS Elizabeth Koo 

CITY OF MORGAN HILL Tony Eulo 

CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW  Lori Topley 

CITY OF PALO ALTO   Matthew Krupp 

CITY OF SAN JOSE Reena Brilliot 

CITY OF SANTA CLARA Dave Staub 

CITY OF SUNNYVALE   Mark Bowers 

CLARA MATEO  Gil Cheso 

CLARA MATEO  Michael Gross 

COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH  Stan Chau 

COUNTY UNINCORPORATED AREA Elizabeth Constantino 

SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY Bruce Olszewski 

SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT Pat Showalter 

SIERRA CLUB   Heidi Melander 

Agenda Item #9
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VOTING MEMBERS NOT IN ATTENDANCE 

CITY OF CAMPBELL           

CITY OF MONTE SERENO           

CITY OF SARATOGA          

COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT    

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS        

SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY       

SILICON VALLEY LEADERSHIP GROUP       

TOWN OF LOS ALTOS HILLS            

TOWN OF LOS GATOS  

WEST VALLEY CITIES       

 

      

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE 

      Amy Brown   Director, SCC Department of Agriculture and Environmental Management 

Clifton Chew   SCC IWM 

Rob D’Arcy   SCC HHW 

Karen Gissibl   City of Sunnyvale 

Richard Gertman   4sustainability2 

Karin Hickey   City of Santa Clara 

Paul Ledesma   City of San Jose 

Walter Lin    City of San Jose 

Tim Lynch    self 

Trish Mulvey   SCBWMI 

Paul Tavares   City of San Jose 

 

1. Call to Order 

Cheri Donnelly, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:31 p.m.  A quorum of 16 was present.  Those 

present introduced themselves. Elizabeth Constantino introduced the new Director of the County’s 

Department of Agriculture and Environmental Management, Amy Brown.  

2. Approval of Minutes  

Dave Staub made a motion to approve the minutes from the April 11, 2013 TAC meeting.  The motion 

was seconded by Lori Topley.  All present voted to approve the minutes.  Those not present at the April 

11, 2013 TAC meeting abstained.  



Technical Advisory Committee Meeting, June 13, 2013      Page 3 

 

 

3. Public Presentations  

There were no public presentations.   

4. Enforcement of EPS policy  

Paul Ledesma asked about the possibility of County Department of Environmental Health (DEH) doing 

Expanded Polystyrene compliance checks at food service establishments in Santa Clara County in the 

course of their routine inspections.  He stated that in order to receive expanded polystyrene stormwater 

credits there had to be an enforcement mechanism and that since DEH inspectors were already in the 

field and in the food service establishments it would be very simple for them to just add this task to their 

other inspection responsibilities. 

Elizabeth Constantino stated that she had discussed the possibility of a “check box” being added to the 

inspection forms indicating whether or not expanded polystyrene was present in the establishment and 

then the forms could be forwarded to the appropriate jurisdiction for follow-up.  Elizabeth stated that the 

Director of the Consumer Protection Division in Environmental Health responded that there was a list of 

complex reasons why this would not be a workable solution, including Proposition 26 constraints and 

the limited staff available. 

There was further discussion about Code Enforcement doing inspections in various jurisdictions and 

other jurisdictions that utilize their Fats Oils and Grease (FOG) inspections as an opportunity to check 

for expanded polystyrene.   

It was decided that Elizabeth would find out the appropriate person or people in the County to continue 

this discussion with and arrange a meeting. 

5. BMP’s/Contract language for franchise agreements that deal with litter prevention 

Karen Gissibl said that a survey would be coming soon from the Zero Litter Initiative (ZLI) group and 

she encouraged everyone to respond promptly and completely so that the ZLI could determine next 

steps.  Karen stated that based on what the surveys showed it was likely that a packet of information 

with Best Management Practices and other pertinent information would be developed for distribution to 

TAC and other interested parties. 

Reena asked that the survey be sent to her so that the Pub. Ed. Group could give input and use the 

survey to formulate some ideas as to how Pub. Ed. could assist with the ZLI efforts. 

6. RWRC Update 

Elizabeth Constantino said that the next meeting of the RWRC would be at 5:15 Wednesday June 26, 

2013 in the Board Chambers at 70 W. Hedding.  She stated that parking would be available after 5:00 

PM near the west wing at Hedding and San Pedro.  The main agenda item would be the RWRC’s 

workplan.   

7. Division Manager’s Report and Updates on Countywide Programs 

Prior to Elizabeth Constantino giving the Division Manager’s Report, Rob D’Arcy, Household 

Hazardous Waste Program Manager updated the TAC on the reorganization that will (on July1, 2013) 

move the HHW program out of the Department of Environmental Health and into the Department of 

Agriculture and Environmental Management.  Rob will report Directly to Amy Brown, Department 

Director and Elizabeth will report to Rob.  Rob stated that the reorganization will have minor impacts to 

the current system and processes. 

 

A. Disposal Reporting System – in the TAC packet.  
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B. Green Business – in the TAC packet.  

 

The Green Business Program is finishing up a great year with over 75 businesses certified this fiscal 

year.  They are trying to wrap up all businesses that are in progress right now before the June 30 end of 

the Fiscal Year so that they can be included in the September County recognition event.  The date for the 

event has not yet been confirmed.   

 

The Green Business Program contract with the Water District for funding for the upcoming year is 

almost complete. 

 

C. Home Composting Education Program – in the TAC packet.  

The Home Composting Education workshops continue to fill up with 72 people attending the June 1, 

2013 “Worms” workshop in Prusch Park.  Earth Machine sales are available at almost all workshops and 

out of IWM’s offices on Mondays.  The new schedules are out and Elizabeth has some for everyone to 

take with them. 

 

D. Recycling Hotline – Elizabeth said that the contract with the San Jose State University Research 

Foundation/CDR has been completed and signed for the upcoming year including the augmentations to 

the website in the upcoming year.  Zachary successfully negotiated the overhead down from almost 50% 

to 30% which means that approximately $8,800 more will go to direct services this year. 

 

E. Other – The County closed out the service agreement with Cerene St. John of It’s a Natural 

Product.  Cerene assisted us through the development of the MOA and drafted the final document.  She 

did an outstanding job.  Currently we have heard from every jurisdiction except Los Altos Hills with 

their dates to take the document to their town/city councils. 

County Counsel is working with the City of San Jose attorney on a cost sharing agreement for the 

CEQA document for Expanded Polystyrene regulation in Santa Clara County.  The work cost City of 

San Jose approximately $66,000 and the TAC has agreed to pay the cost of expanding the CEQA work 

from City of San Jose to include all jurisdictions in the County up to $25,000 and it is looking like the 

total for that portion will be under that amount. 

8. Subcommittee Reports and Updates on Countywide Programs  

A. Enforcement – no report. 

B. Household Hazardous Waste – Walter Lin reported on the April 9
th

meeting: 

1. The Used Oil Grant letters have gone out to the cities for signatures and need to be signed and 

the originals sent back to Rob D’Arcy as soon as possible. 

2. CalRecycle Cycle 20 Used Oil Grants have been awarded and the County HHW program was 

the recipient of a $75K grant, which is the maximum amount of the grant.  To win the grant the 

proposal had to be selected at random and then the proposals that were selected randomly were 

reviewed and awarded based on merit.  The subcommittee anticipates using the funds for: 

 Three white board presentations for the website 

 A fork-lift 

 A canopy for the San Martin site 

 Signage for the San Martin site 



Technical Advisory Committee Meeting, June 13, 2013      Page 5 

 

 

 Pub Ed outreach 

 Personnel and overhead 

Walter also stated that HHW participation is down due to a variety of factors, including the economy 

and the paint take-back program.  Dave Staub recommended that with the reduction in participation 

the subcommittee consider reducing the number of days the San Jose site would operate; and 

3. Walter will be moving to a new Department in the City of San Jose to work on Energy programs 

and as such will no longer be attending the TAC nor chairing the HHW Subcommittee.  HHW 

Subcommittee Vice-Chair Karen Gissibl will serve as Chair until a new Chair is named.  Cheri 

suggested Alex Wykoff from City of Cupertino as a possible Chair for the remainder of the year and 

will ask him if he is interested. 

C. Implementation Subcommittee – no report. 

D. Legislation –  

1. Mark Bowers gave updates on the following bills (among others):  AB 158 – single use carryout 

bags,  AB 215 – solid waste recycling, AB 323 – green waste ADC does not count as diversion, AB 

333 – medical waste hauling, AB 744 – recycling beverage containers, SB 254 – used mattresses and 

SB 405 – single use carryout bags. 

2. Mark also discussed the process for updating the legislative priorities, the timeline and a process 

for making sure that everyone has input.  The TAC discussed the submission of letters in favor of or 

in opposition to specific pieces of legislation and the process for that.  Tony Eulo suggested that all 

letters be run by the Chair of the Legislative Subcommittee prior to being sent out. 

3. Mark discussed TAC & SCVURPPP legislative interest and overlap – Cheri read an email from 

the SCVURPPP Program Manager describing how SCVURPPP handles advocacy for or opposition 

to legislation.  It was suggested that SCVURPPP communicate their interest in specific pieces of 

legislation to the TAC legislative subcommittee to begin the process of supporting or opposing 

legislation that SCVURPPP and TAC both have an interest in. 

E. Operations – no report.   

F. Public Education – Reena Brilliot said Pub Ed is discussing YouTube videos to demonstrate the 

composting process using training materials and utilizing tools that we use and sell in Santa Clara 

County.  When complete these could be used on the Eco-Gardener website.  Pub Ed is also 

discussing the Earthquake outreach at the new stadium and a Zero Litter Initiative survey.  Elizabeth 

asked that the Earthquake outreach come back to the full TAC for discussion at the appropriate time 

to be sure we are all in agreement with the plans and to give input.   

G. Source Reduction and Recycling – did not meet. 

H. Ad Hoc Organizational Study – Mark Bowers asked everyone to please get their updates to 

Elizabeth with regard to their date to go to their City/Town Council, how the process went and any 

questions or concerns from their Council. 

9. Program Update 

A. Eco-Gardener – Dave Staub reported that the group met on May 22, 2013 and their next meeting 

would be June 19, 2013.  They have a test site in Beta (www.bayareaecogardeners.org).  He also 

said that there were three content specific work groups that were working to develop content in the 

areas of 1) Integrated Pest Management, 2) Water Conservation, and 3) Composting. 

 

B. Recycling Hotline – Bruce said that the Environmental Studies Department at the university had 

http://www.bayareaecogardeners.org/
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some extra money available and they have ordered some new computers that should be arriving 

soon. 

 

10. Future Agenda Items / Guest Speakers 

There were no new items.  Trish Mulvey asked how items moved from the “parking lot” to the actual 

agenda.   Cheri told her that as time becomes available on the agenda, items will be moved on to the 

TAC agenda. 

11. Informational Updates and Announcements 

 Elizabeth Constantino said that the proposals responding to the County’s RFP for garbage, 

yardwaste and recycling services in unincorporated Santa Clara County were due June 28 and she 

would be asking for some assistance in evaluating the proposals. 

 Dave Staub said he would be going to the Santa Clara City Council to re-open the discussion about 

banning single-use carryout bags in consideration of the failure of SB 405. 

 Matt Krupp stated that the City of Palo Alto has received approval for the closure plan for the Palo 

Alto Landfill. 

 Lori Topley said that there will be a few “tweaks” to their franchise agreements. 

 Mark Bowers said 1) The Sunnyvale City Council has approved a 4% across the board increase in 

service rates; and 2) “Operation Green Fence” may result in decreased commodity exports due to 

more stringent import/export standards. 

 Bruce Olszewski stated that there was a small amount of grant money available from the University 

allotted to an “undergrad research class project”.  If anyone has any thoughts as to what a good 

project might be, send ideas to him.     

 Heidi Melander said that the Sierra Club has stated that one of their legislative priorities is keeping 

organics out of the landfills. 

 Trish Mulvey said that since AB 521 (Marine Plastic Pollution) failed, she needed to work with the 

Natural Resources Defense Council to gain a better understanding of how they thought through the 

process.  

12. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 3:50 p.m. 

 

 

 

THE NEXT SCHEDULED TAC MEETING:  July 11, 2013  

  



County of Santa Clara 
Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission 
Integrated Waste Management Division 
 
1553 Berger Drive, Building #1 
San Jose, California 95112 
(408) 282-3180      FAX (408) 282-3188 
www.ReduceWaste.org 

 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

August, 2013 
 
 

VOTING MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 

ACTERRA       Maija McDonald 

CITY OF CUPERTINO      Cheri Donnelly 

CITY OF LOS ALTOS      Aida Fairman 

CITY OF MILPITAS      Elizabeth Koo 

CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW     Lori Topley 

CITY OF PALO ALTO       Matthew Krupp 

CITY OF SAN JOSE      Reena Brilliot 

CITY OF SANTA CLARA     Dave Staub 

CITY OF SARATOGA      Crystal Morrow    

CITY OF SUNNYVALE       Mark Bowers 

CLARA MATEO       Michael Gross 

COUNTY UNINCORPORATED AREA   Elizabeth Constantino 

SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY    Bruce Olszewski 

SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT  Pat Showalter 

SIERRA CLUB        Heidi Melander 

WEST VALLEY CITIES      Marisa Gan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Commissioners:  James R. Griffith, Chair; Ronit Bryant, Kansen Chu, Linda J. LeZotte, Orrin Mahoney, Diane McNutt,  
  Teresa O'Neill, Jan Pepper, Cat Tucker, Mike Wasserman 
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VOTING MEMBERS NOT IN ATTENDANCE 
CALIFORNIA RESOURCE RECOVERY ASSN.   

CITY OF CAMPBELL           

CITY OF GILROY        

CITY OF MONTE SERENO           

CITY OF MORGAN HILL      

COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH     

COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT    

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS        

SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY      

SILICON VALLEY LEADERSHIP GROUP       

TOWN OF LOS ALTOS HILLS            

TOWN OF LOS GATOS  

 

      

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE 

Clifton Chew   SCC IWM 

Rob D’Arcy   SCC HHW 

Richard Gertman   4sustainability2 

Paul Ledesma   City of San Jose 

Trish Mulvey   SCBWMI 

Lou Ramondetta   Surplus Service 

Alana Rivadeneyra  City of San Jose 

Lisa Rose    SCC IWM 

Mary Ann Ruiz   Santa Clara Valley Water District 

Anna Szabo   City of San Jose 

Paul Tavares   City of San Jose 

Levent Tekmen   Surplus Service 

 

1. Call to Order 
Matthew Krupp, Vice Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:35 p.m.  A quorum of 17 was present.  
Those present introduced themselves.  
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At this time Agenda item #6 was heard and Cheri Donnelly, TAC Chair, arrived and assumed 
responsibilities for running the meeting. 

 6. Division Manager’s Report 
Elizabeth Constantino said 1) The 2014 Master Composter training program is gearing up and is 
currently taking applications.  Applications are due back by September 16 (handouts available); 2) 
contracts are in place with CDR and the Santa Clara Valley Water District; 3) the Green Business 
Recognition Event is scheduled for September 26, please make an effort to attend to support the 
businesses from your jurisdiction that will be recognized for receiving certification in the past fiscal 
year; and 4) Elizabeth stated that her update would be almost identical to the update given to the RWRC 
by the Director of the Department of Agriculture and Environmental Management at the June RWRC 
meeting.  Elizabeth said that she spoke to the acting Director of DEH, Jim Blamey, at the end of July 
and was informed that DEH would likely be able to work out a plan to have inspectors use a check box 
when conducting normal inspections to verify whether or not EPS was being used in a food service 
establishment.  It would be up to the jurisdictions to follow up once the information was conveyed to 
them.  The anticipated roll out would depend upon software updates for the inspectors which is 
anticipated to be completed in approximately a year. 

2. Approval of Minutes  
Mark Bowers made a motion to approve the minutes from the June 13, 2013 TAC meeting.  The motion 
was seconded by Elizabeth Constantino.  All present voted to approve the minutes.  Those not present at 
the June 13, 2013 TAC meeting abstained.  

3. Public Presentations  
Trish Mulvey circulated some information about the City of Oakland’s recent crackdown on litter/illegal 
dumping through community activism.   

4. Discussion on upcycling, reuse and refurbishing electronics 
Lou Ramondetta provided a presentation on his business Surplus Service. 

5. RWRC Update 
Lisa Rose said that the next meeting of the RWRC would be August 28, 2013.  The previous meeting 
included discussions of the work plan and the MOA.  The RWRC was pleased with the work plan 
progress and decided to drop the copper theft and speakers bureau items.  Pharmaceutical take back was 
the big item from the last meeting as well as EPR.  Both items will go to the HHW Subcommittee for 
further development. 

6. Division Manager’s Report and Updates on Countywide Programs 
This item was heard earlier in the agenda. 
A. Disposal Reporting System – in the TAC packet.  

B. Green Business – in the TAC packet.  

C. Home Composting Education Program – in the TAC packet.  

D. Recycling Hotline – no report. 

E. Other  
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7. Subcommittee Reports and Updates on Countywide Programs  
A. Enforcement – no report. 

B. Household Hazardous Waste – Rob D’Arcy said 1) the HHW program was awarded another 1,500 
1-qt sharps containers for distribution (they must go directly to the public); 2) the PaintCare program 
saved the HHW program $123K in four months; and 3) the corporation for battery recycling agreed 
to extend contract for another year (resulted in about $60K in savings in 2013). 
HHW Subcommittee Chair – It was recommended that Alex Wykoff from Cupertino finish off the 
year as Chair of the HHW Subcommittee.  Alex was nominated by Elizabeth Constantino and Reena 
Brilliot seconded the nomination. All present voted to approve.  In November when nominations for 
Chair, Vice-chair and subcommittee chairs are taken for the next calendar year, anyone interested 
can have their name added to the list for consideration and TAC vote. 

C. Implementation Subcommittee – no report.  

D. Legislation –  Mark Bowers had a two part report, current legislation and the TAC 2014 Legislative 
Priorities. 

1. Mark discussed the following bills: AB341, AB1126, and SB254. 

2. TAC’s legislative priorities are folded into the County’s Legislative priorities.  TAC is allowed 
to make changes to the current priorities and will vote to approve the document once there is a 
final product.  The new document then goes to the RWRC for adoption and then to the County’s 
Legislative Director for approval before sending it on to the Board of Supervisors for adoption.   

 The following changes were recommended: 

 #2) Expanded Product Stewardship and Producer Responsibility that reduces the amount and 
toxicity of solid waste generated and shifts physical and financial responsibility to the producers 
of products for the recovery and disposal of problem wastes through manufacturer implemented 
take-back programs for products such as pharmaceuticals and sharps take-back programs to the 
producers of the products. 

 #7) Legislation to further address litter control, abatement problems, and environmental impacts 
including enforcement, outreach campaigns, a reduction in single-use containers, other problem 
containers, and the cleanup of littered areas. 

Possible #11) Discussion at TAC – There is no specific legislative priority item that talks about 
source reduction and nothing about food waste or packaging reduction.  The addition of #11 
could be added to address source reduction. Bruce suggested adding language to support Design 
for Environment (DFE) and Design for Disassembly (DFD).  Rob asked, if TAC wanted to 
include environmental preferred purchasing (EPP)? Bruce suggested addressing the complexity 
of discarded materials by encouraging source reduction (an example of DFE). There were some 
TAC members who felt that the language was too broad.  TAC agreed that language for #11 
would need to be sent to Clif or Lisa by August 16. 

Feedback for SCVURPPP on legislative items: 

 a) Fixing the definition of storm water in the Proposition 218 process 

 b) Fixing how the Water Board sets permit fees 

E. Operations – no report.   

F. Public Education – Reena Brilliot said Zakk DeVine emailed all of the cities asking them to send 
Pub Ed any HHW collateral that they are sending out.  Also, following up on the Home Composting 
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video Reena stated that the process of arranging for a film crew is taking longer than initially 
thought so they are currently working on scripting and storyboarding.  Rob commented that the 
HHW grant for the white board and used oil video may get bundled together with the HCEP video in 
an RFP for efficiency and possibly to acquire more advantageous pricing. 

G. Source Reduction and Recycling – Lisa Rose had some surveys to distribute on behalf of Karen 
Gissibl (both hard copy and electronically).  Please respond by September 12.   

H. Ad Hoc Organizational Study – Mark Bowers said almost all jurisdictions have signed the MOA. 

8. Program Update 
A. Eco-Gardener – Dave Staub reported that the group met on July 23, 2013 and content teams are 

dealing with subsets of content such as IPM and plant selection.  Content is due to GardenSoft by 
August 15. The group is hoping to target October to have the website up and going.  

B. Recycling Hotline – Bruce Olszewski said a report should be in the next TAC packet.   

9. Future Agenda Items / Guest Speakers 
Mark Bowers asked to set a goal of meeting in the south county area at least once per year. 

Pat Showalter offered to provide a presentation on homeless encampments and the litter impact.  The 
presentation is tentatively scheduled for the October TAC meeting. 

Matthew Krupp asked that the two items with his name be modified:  broaden the 75% diversion 
regarding ADC to CalRecycle 75% diversion; and change the presentation to Palo Alto’s two cart 
system.  The presentation is tentatively scheduled for the November TAC meeting. 

10. Informational Updates and Announcements 

• Aida Fairman said Los Altos is recruiting for an Engineering Services Manager and applications are 
due August 16th. 

• Mark Bowers said 1) Sunnyvale has hired additional staff (formerly from the City of San Jose); 2) 
The City Manager is retiring in October; and 3) Sunnyvale’s single-use carryout bag ordinance had a 
scheduled increase from $0.10 to $0.25 beginning January 2014, but staff realized there is no need 
for the increase due to a high rate of compliance so they will go back to the City Council on August 
13 to notify the Council of plans to keep the fee at $0.10 with an increase tied to the CPI in $0.05 
increments.  The fee will not only apply to paper bags but reusable bags as well.  The current 
definition of reusable bag will be replaced with one that can be modified to keep up with the times.  
Additionally, the reporting requirement has been dropped, but records must kept for three years. 

• Matt Krupp had four items: 1) HHW station opens September 19th; 2) Palo Alto also has an 
agreement with PaintCare; 3) Measure E proposals are due Tuesday at 3PM; and 4) Palo Alto is 
working with the EPA on a derivation of the Food Too Good to Waste Program. 

• Richard Gertman said CRRA is next week and then the Resource Recycling Conference in 
Louisville soon after. 

• Bruce Olszewski said he will be at CRRA and that the CDR website is being updated. 

• Mary Ann Ruiz, Assistant Officer in charge of the Office of Water Resources Planning and Policy 
for the Santa Clara Valley Water District said Measure B passed last year and starting July 1, 2014 
there will be some new programs in addition to the continuing ones.   They include: The Good 
Neighbor for trash clean up in illegal encampments; education and outreach with volunteer 
programs; and the Water District will be releasing some new grant opportunities in September.  In 
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October, Advance Recycle Purification Center should open.  It will be the largest advance water 
recycling facility in California.  

• Reena Brilliot said on August 27 the ordinance to ban EPS in foodservice ware will go before the 
San Jose City Council.  As part of the ban, the residential team is doing a pilot for EPS collection at 
neighborhood clean-ups. 

 
• Heidi Melander had two items: 1) The Repair Café - Mountain View event will be taking place 

August 18 from 11-3; and 2) Sierra Club will be conducting a composting survey in the near future. 

• Elizabeth Constantino said 1) Integrated Waste Management is interviewing proposers for the 
unincorporated RFP and the new franchise agreements will have language regarding litter 
mitigation; and 2) the unincorporated Santa Clara County single-use carryout bag survey returned 
some interesting and encouraging data. 

11. Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 3:50 p.m. 

 
 

 
THE NEXT SCHEDULED TAC MEETING:  September 12, 2013   

 



County of Santa Clara 
Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission 
Integrated Waste Management Division 
 
1553 Berger Drive, Building #1 
San Jose, California 95112 
(408) 282-3180      FAX (408) 282-3188 
www.ReduceWaste.org 

 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

September 12, 2013 
 
 

VOTING MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 

CITY OF CUPERTINO      Cheri Donnelly 

CITY OF GILROY       Tony Eulo 

CITY OF LOS ALTOS      Aida Fairman 

CITY OF MILPITAS      Elizabeth Koo 

CITY OF MORGAN HILL     Tony Eulo 

CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW     Lori Topley 

CITY OF PALO ALTO       Matthew Krupp 

CITY OF SAN JOSE      Reena Brilliot 

CITY OF SANTA CLARA     Karin Hickey 

CITY OF SUNNYVALE       Mark Bowers 

COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH    Stan Chau 

COUNTY UNINCORPORATED AREA   Elizabeth Constantino 

SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY    Bruce Olszewski 

WEST VALLEY CITIES      Marva Sheehan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Commissioners:  James R. Griffith, Chair; Ronit Bryant, Kansen Chu, Linda J. LeZotte, Orrin Mahoney, Diane McNutt,  
  Teresa O'Neill, Jan Pepper, Cat Tucker, Mike Wasserman 
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VOTING MEMBERS NOT IN ATTENDANCE 
ACTERRA        

CALIFORNIA RESOURCE RECOVERY ASSN.   

CITY OF CAMPBELL           

CITY OF MONTE SERENO           

CITY OF SARATOGA          

COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT    

CLARA MATEO        

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS        

SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT   

SIERRA CLUB         

SILICON VALLEY LEADERSHIP GROUP       

TOWN OF LOS ALTOS HILLS            

TOWN OF LOS GATOS  

      

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE 

Clifton Chew   SCC IWM 

Rob D’Arcy   SCC HHW 

Tim Lynch    self 

Lisa Rose    SCC IWM 

Paul Tavares   City of San Jose 

Alex Wykoff   City of Cupertino 

 

1. Call to Order 
Cheri Donnelly, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:33 p.m.  A quorum of 17 was present.  Those 
present introduced themselves.  

2. Approval of Minutes                                          
Elizabeth Constantino asked to correct a date in the minutes as she misspoke at the previous meeting.  
The Master Composter training application deadline should be September 26. Lori Topley made a 
motion to approve the minutes from the August 8, 2013 TAC meeting as corrected.  The motion was 
seconded by Elizabeth Koo.  All present voted to approve the minutes.  Those not present at the August 
8, 2013 TAC meeting abstained.  

3. Public Presentations  
There were no public presentations.   
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4. E-Waste upcycling 
Rob D’Arcy started the discussion with a definition from Wikipedia of upcycling as, “upcycling is the 
process of converting waste materials or useless products into new materials or products of better quality 
or for better environmental value.”  He wanted to discuss upcycling because of the previous presentation 
from Surplus Service using the word upcycling in their presentation.  Rob stated that Surplus Service’s 
focus was on reuse, asset liquidation and refurbishing of equipment.  They may be upcycling if the 
surplus parts were recombined to make a better product than the original.  Rob felt that TAC members 
needed to be able to distinguish language used such as upcycling, recycling and downcycling.  
Additionally Rob wanted to clarify information regarding certifications.  He said there are two 
certifications for e-waste recycling, R2 and e-Stewards.  The unincorporated areas of Santa Clara 
County as well as County offices have an e-Stewards requirement. The next level, a bit lower, is the R2 
certification.  There are no other certifications for electronics recycling.  There are many collectors but 
only a few recyclers. TAC members and the public should understand the differences between collectors 
and recyclers. 

5. Legislative Priorities 
Mark Bowers had a two part report:  

A. Mark provided a handout on legislative bills.  He discussed the following bills:  AB1126, SB804 and 
SB 254. 

B. Mark reviewed the legislative priorities as modified from the last TAC meeting.  At this time, a 
correction was needed for the August approved minutes.  Elizabeth Constantino made a motion to 
reconsider adopting the August TAC minutes which was seconded by Bruce Olszewski.  All present 
voted to approve.  Elizabeth Constantino made a motion to change the word “source” to “problem” in 
legislative priority #7: “Legislation to further address litter control and abatement problems in 
California including enforcement, outreach campaigns, a reduction in single-use containers, other 
problem containers, and the cleanup of littered areas.” The motion was seconded by Bruce Olszewski.  
All present voted to approve.  Mark Bowers reviewed modifications for #2 and #7 (including the 
word change) and priority #11 which will be dropped until language is more fully formed (for next 
year).  Tony Eulo made a motion to adopt the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded by 
Elizabeth Constantino.  All present voted to approve. 

6. RWRC Update 
Lisa Rose said there was no meeting last month.  The next meeting is October 23.  On the agenda thus 
far will be elections of Chair and Vice Chair and workplan updates. 

7. Division Manager’s Report and Updates on Countywide Programs 
A. Disposal Reporting System – in the TAC packet.  

B. Green Business – in the TAC packet.  

C. Home Composting Education Program – in the TAC packet.  

D. Recycling Hotline – in the TAC packet. 

E. Other  

Elizabeth Constantino had 3 items: 1) Clifton Chew needs TAC voting designation letters; 2) Green 
Business recognition event is September 19th; and 3) HCEP is still taking applications for Master 
Composter class. 
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8. Subcommittee Reports and Updates on Countywide Programs  
A. Enforcement – no report. 

B. Household Hazardous Waste – Karen Gissibl had several items: 1) for the used oil grant cycle #2 all 
but $3,000 has been spent; 2) the HHW Program applied for and will probably be awarded used oil 
funding for grant cycle #4; 3) HHW discretionary grant cycle #20 received funding to go toward 
white board animation focusing on paint take back, Compact Fluorescent Lighting, battery take back 
and used oil/filter (using some used oil grant funds on the oil/filter animation); 4) the cost per car 
went down to $55/car from $60 due to take back programs (paint and batteries) and not paying rent 
on the Los Plumas site; 5) Santa Clara Valley Water District (SCVWD) has funding available for 
HHW as related to discharges; 6) Rob will apply to SCVWD  for sharps and pharmaceuticals 
funding for 2014; 7) the HHW Program received 5,000 one quart sharps containers in round one of 
the give-away program and will receive another 2,500 containers in round two; 8) the HHW 
Program was given direction from the RWRC to push for a countywide Extended Producer 
Responsibility (EPR) paint ordinance for big box stores, but the Program can’t move forward until 
all jurisdictions have EPR resolutions in place.  Currently there are six jurisdictions that do not have 
an EPR resolution or a policy that governs how they voice themselves in Sacramento.  Lisa Rose 
said each of the six jurisdictions is agreeable to passing a resolution.  Once all jurisdictions have 
passed a resolution, drafting a countywide ordinance will be the next step; and 9) Rob D’Arcy 
reported that County Administration has asked him not to address pharmaceutical take-back until 
Alameda County litigation is completed.  He has been asked to prepare an informational update to 
the Board of Supervisors (BOS) on pharmaceuticals.  Rob noted that TAC can concurrently choose 
to make a new recommendation to the RWRC that asks the Commission to request the BOS to 
pursue a local ordinance through Public Health (originally RWRC directed IWM staff to pursue the 
ordinance through Public Health).  Mark Bowers made a motion to refer the issue regarding a county 
pharmaceutical ordinance to the HHW subcommittee with a request that they bring a 
recommendation to the next TAC meeting as a separate agenda item.  The motion was seconded by 
Tony Eulo.  All present voted to approve. 

C. Implementation Subcommittee – no report.  

D. Legislation – heard earlier. 

E. Operations – no report.   

F. Public Education – Reena Brilliot said Sarah Smith provided some feedback at the August meeting 
regarding home composting videos indicating that ‘how-to’ videos were fairly common and that she 
would like to see some ‘added value’ videos.    The CRRA funding was discussed and it was decided 
that the subcommittee would bring some initial ideas to TAC for them to discuss and choose from.  

G. Source Reduction and Recycling – Karen Gissibl said they didn’t meet.   

H. Ad Hoc Organizational Study – Mark Bowers said staff will continue to report on the progress.  He 
made a motion to disband the Ad Hoc Organizational Study subcommittee.  The motion was 
seconded by Tony Eulo.  All present voted to approve. 

9. Program Update 
A. Eco-Gardener – no report.  
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B. Recycling Hotline – Bruce Olszewski said the first quarter report was sent out.  The Center for the 
Development of Recycling (CDR) is currently working on the following:  1) updating the website; 
2) collecting info on new companies; 3) researching calls about stores not taking back paint even 
though listed on the PaintCare website; 4) in response to calls about dump days- asking jurisdictions 
to update their website; and 5) spreading the word that a professor is looking for projects for groups 
of six students. 

10. Future Agenda Items / Guest Speakers 
Tony Eulo said having a TAC meeting in the south county was possible.  TAC members suggested a 
joint meeting with other jurisdictions.  San Benito and Monterey County were suggested along with the 
Salinas Valley Solid Waste Authority.  Additionally, a lunch was recommended before the joint meeting 
and the timeframe being considered is March. 

11. Informational Updates and Announcements 

• Stan Chau said the City of Santa Clara was looking at developing on top of a closed landfill. 

• Lisa Rose said the Green Business recognition event is next Thursday and she will re-send the list of 
businesses being honored by city following the meeting. 

• Karen Gissibl asked jurisdictions to submit their zero litter initiative surveys. 

• Karin Hickey said that the City of Santa Clara is working on litter clean-up and trash hot spots. 

• Tony Eulo said Morgan Hill will have bag and foam bans going to council September 25.  They will 
use a categorical exemption for CEQA on bags and San Jose’s Negative Declaration for EPS foam. 

• Mark Bowers had four items: 1) there is a landfill reuse proposal to allow the Animal Assisted 
Happiness program to locate on the landfill.  The group allows animals to interact with troubled kids 
and they are looking for a location; 2) The newly retired City Manager was made an attractive offer 
to stay until a replacement is found; and 3) the revised carry out bag ordinance was approved 
(extending the $0.10 charge to reusable bags and removing the requirement to increase the charge to 
$0.25. Instead; increases in the charge will be tied to CPI at $0.05 increments; and the ordinance 
definition of reusable bag will change); and 4) an EPS ordinance will go to council on Oct 22. 

• Reena Brilliot said San José’s EPS ordinance had its 2nd reading on Tuesday and will take effect on 
January 1, 2014. 

• Bruce Olszewski had two items: 1) he had an interview on KNTV about polystyrene; and 2) this 
evening the writer of “Travels of a T-Shirt” will be speaking at SJSU. 

• Matt Krupp said Measure E, future park and energy compost facility on the closed landfill,  received 
six proposals (four on-site, one mixed and one off-site) with a staff report to council in December. 

• Elizabeth Constantino said Lisa Rose gave a radio interview on Green Business on KBAY/KEZR. 

12. Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 3:13 p.m. 

 
 

 
THE NEXT SCHEDULED TAC MEETING:  October 10, 2013   

 



Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission of Santa Clara County
At-A-Glance Matrices of Bags, Expanded Polystyrene and Extended Producer Responsibility

Last updated 10/16/2013

Jurisdiction Single-use Carryout Bag Ordinance Join San 
Mateo EIR 
Process

EPS Ordinance Internal EPS 
Policy

EPR Reso 
Adopted

Notes Website Last Updated

Campbell Adopted 7/16/13, Effective 1/27/14 Yes Wait and see 10/16/2013
Cupertino Adopted 3/5/13; Effective 10/1/13 Yes Cupertino City Council will consider an EPS ordinance at their 

regularly scheduled meeting on January 7th 2014. A second 
reading is tentatively scheduled for January 21st.

Yes 2/4/08 Cupertino participated in José’s 
Initial Study which resulted in a 
Mitigated Negative Declaration. 
Draft EPS Ordinance to City 
Councill 1-7-14.with an anticipated 
effective date of7-1-14.

www.cupertino.org/index.aspx?page=1146 10/9/2013

Gilroy No 9/12 adopted reso to discourage food establishments from 
using EPS

8/26/2013

Los Altos Adopted 3/12/13; Effective 7/4/13 Yes Bring to Council for adoption in fall 2013 Not yet Not yet The City of Los Altos participated 
in the City of San Jose's Initial 
Study which resulted in a Negative 
Declaration. 

10/11/2013

Los Altos Hills A resident informed that the only commercial facility 
in Los Altos Hills is Foothill Community College.  
The campus bookstore voluntarily stopped using 
plastic bags several years ago and has canvas 
totes for sale.

Pacific Dining, the cafeteria vendor at Foothill College, was 
chosen last year in part because of their commitment to 
sustainability.  No EPS, all packaging is compostable. 
 Vendor sources local foods to reduce ghg emissions.

5/8/2013

Los Gatos Adopted 9/3/13; Effective 2/3/14 Yes The Town will consider an EPS ordinance after the Reusable 
Bag ordinance is adopted.  Would like to participate in any 
regional effort for an EIR and have provided the City of San 
Jose our comments on the Administrative Draft of the 
Polystyrene Food Service Ware Ordinance.

Yes 5/14/08 www.LosGatosCA.gov/ReusableBags 10/16/2013

Milpitas Staff expects to present ordinance to council 
11/05/13 or 11/19/13

Yes Recycling & Source Reduction Advisory Commission 
recommended a ban 4/26/11. At its 4/17/12 meeting, City 
Council took no action re: participation in regional polystyrene 
efforts. 

Not yet 10/11/2013

Monte Sereno Not applicable N/A Wait and see 5/6/08 10/16/2013
Morgan Hill Introduced to the City Council on October 2, 2013; 

second reading November 6, 2013; effective Earth 
Day - 4/22/2014

No Introduced to the City Council on October 2, 2013; second 
reading November 6, 2013; effective Earth Day - 4/22/2014

Yes 9/20/06 10/11/2013

Mountain View Adopted 12/11/12; Effective 4/22/13 Yes In 2010 City Council directed preparation of ordinance to ban 
EPS foam food ware at food providers.  City joined San Jose 
and others in regional env. review in 2013.  Ordinance likely to 
be presented to Council in January 2014 with option of ban on 
retail sales (e.g. ice chests and foam foodware). Projected 
effective day of July 1, 2014.  Internal EPS to be presented to 
Council Env. Sust. Comm. 11/18/2013.  

In process and 
coming before 

Council 
Env.Sust.Comm

.  11/18/2013.

10/14/08 www.MVrecycle.org 9/26/2013

www.cityofpaloalto.org/bags

http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/news/displaynews.
asp?NewsID=1277&TargetID=286

Adopted 5/11/09; Effective 4/22/10; In 2013, staff will explore 
expanding the ban to include all sales of expanded foam 
products (e.g., cups, coolers, plates) in Palo Alto.

Yes 12/14/09 Former settlement with STPBC 
requires PA do their own EIR

8/6/2013Adopted 3/30/09; Effective 9/18/09; Expanded to all 
retailers effective 7/1/13; and then to food service 
establishments 11/1/13

NoPalo Alto 

Agenda Item #10

http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/news/displaynews.asp?NewsID=1277&TargetID=286
http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/news/displaynews.asp?NewsID=1277&TargetID=286


Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission of Santa Clara County
At-A-Glance Matrices of Bags, Expanded Polystyrene and Extended Producer Responsibility

Last updated 10/16/2013

San Jose Adopted 12/14/10; Effective 1/1/2012 No On August 27, the San Jose City Council approved an EPS 
Phase-out to take effect on January 1, 2014 for all multi-state 
restaurants and January 1, 2015 for all other restaurants.  
Council also adopted a Negative Declaration and Initial Study 
with a countywide project area. All Santa Clara County cities 
participating in this regional CEQA process will be able to 
subsequently adopt the Neg Dec with their own ordinance.

Yes 9/26/2013

Santa Clara City of Santa Clara is pursuing an ordinance No City of Santa Clara is pursuing an ordinance No  11/24/09 10/11/2013

Saratoga Wait and see Wait and see Yes 10/16/2013
Sunnyvale Adopted 12/6/2011; Effective 6/20/12 for large 

retailers; Expanded to all retailers 3/20/13.  
Effective 9/26/13: revised to include fee for paper 
AND resusable bags, clarified definition of reusable, 
no increase to 25 cents in 2014, and no quarterly 
reporting of bag sales required (records maintained 
and producable).

No In December 2012, City Council directed staff to prepare an 
ordinance banning use and sale of EPS food containers. First 
reading before Council scheduled for 10/22/13, proposed 
implementation date of 4/22/14 (Earth Day).

Yes 6/10/08 http://sunnyvale.ca.gov/Portals/0/Sunnyvale/Co
uncilReports/2012/12-293.pdf 

10/11/2013

Unincorporated Passed 5/10/11; Effective 1/1/12 No Passed 5/8/2012; Effective 2/2/13 Yes 4/5/07 www.reducewaste.org 4/5/2013
SCVWD Support  Adopted 10/25/11 Pass the resolution banning the purchase 

of expanded polystyrene foam (EPS foam) food service ware 
with District funds and banning the use of EPS foam food 
service ware at District events. Support city/county 
ordinances.

Yes Internal policy to prohibit purchase 
of EPS food/bev containers with 
District funds and prohibit at 
District facilities

8/8/2013

Note: Palo Alto launched and partnered with Sunnyvale and San Jose on a Supply Chain Plastic Reduction Project targeting the reduction of plastic foam and other packaging reduction efforts. The finalized language and vendor letter have been distributed to all jurisdictions for their use.
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