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PG&E – Santa Clara County Take-it-Back Partnership Project 

 
BACKGROUND 

The California Take-It-Back (TIB) Partnership is a voluntary collaboration of state 
government, city and county government, businesses, non-profit agencies, and non-
governmental organizations to promote and facilitate recycling of certain hazardous 
wastes generated by California households.  The TIB Partnership supports the 
implementation of extended producer responsibility (EPR) by shifting costs from local 
governments for end of life management of hazardous products to the industries that 
produce the product.  One such hazardous waste is fluorescent lamps.  PG&E has been 
promoting the use of fluorescent lamps for energy efficiency reasons.  They have 
voluntarily joined the California TIB Partnership and are working with Santa Clara 
County to provide public outreach and recycling bags intended to facilitate the recycling 
of used fluorescent lamps.  Over the past several years, the County Household Hazardous 
Waste (HHW) Program has successfully recruited over 30 Retail Recycling Partners to 
assist the County in the collection of used fluorescent lamps from residents.  With 
assistance from the retailers, the HHW Program can avoid the costs associated with 
collection by shifting those costs to participating retailers.  The Board of Supervisors 
adopted an Extended Producer Responsibility Resolution on May 22, 2007 and the 
Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission signed a Letter of Agreement with the 
California Product Stewardship Council in supporting efforts to implement EPR. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

PG&E representatives have held discussions with the Santa Clara County Department of 
Environmental Health regarding specific activities to be undertaken in this partnership.  
These are as follows: 

1. Ads will be run and paid for by PG&E in the eleven community newspapers 
throughout the County to promote fluorescent lamp recycling with an 
emphasis on thanking Santa Clara County retailers who function as 
fluorescent lamp collection centers in the Take-it-Back partnership. The intent 
is to encourage existing retailers to continue and to provide incentive for 
others to join.  

 

2. Ads will be run in South Bay Hispanic and Asian newspapers to promote the 
fluorescent lamp recycling message in these communities. 

 

3. 50,000 compact fluorescent bulb (CFL) recycling bags will be provided by 
PG&E to the County along with printed information about recycling. (The 



bags and printed information are intended for use by the County as part of a 
CFL recycling education effort in Santa Clara County schools).  A resident 
may simply place their used CFL in the bag and return it to one of the 
participating Retail Recycling Partners.   

 

4. PG&E, HHW, TIB Partnership and the County Board of Supervisors will 
conduct a media event to recognize the Retail Recycling Partners that work 
with the HHW Program to collect fluorescent lamps.   

 

REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS 

Fluorescent lamps contain traces of mercury. As of February 8, 2006, California 
regulations prohibited the disposal of household hazardous wastes, including fluorescent 
lamps, in the trash.  Promoting proper disposal and providing free and convenient ways to 
recycle will help ensure fluorescent lamps are managed properly.  The partnership will 
also help to reduce the County’s burden of managing the recycling effort and support 
efforts to implement extended producer responsibility for fluorescent lamps.   

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
No fiscal implications to Santa Clara County are expected.  
 
PG&E will pay the costs of ad development and newspaper insertions as well as costs to 
purchase the recycling bags and recycle the bulbs collected in the bags that are given 
away.  

Estimated costs to be covered by PG&E are as follows:  

Ad development and insertion - $26,000 

CFL recycling bags and recycling fees - $10,000 

 

ESTIMATED IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE  

Provide recycling bags – 1/01/08 

Run ads – 1/15/08 through 2/21/08 

Conduct Board of Supervisors media event – 1/15/08 – 2/28/08 



 


