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RECYCLING AND WASTE REDUCTION COMMISSION MINUTES 

December 7, 2009 
1553 Berger Drive, San Jose, CA 95112 
Building 1, 2nd Floor Conference Room 

Business Meeting at 12:15 p.m. 
 
Voting Members in Attendance  Representing 
Ronit Bryant, City of Mountain View Member at Large – All Jurisdictions 
Kansen Chu, City of San Jose City of San Jose 
Peter Drekmeier, City of Palo Alto Mountain View, Palo Alto, Sunnyvale 
Patrick Kwok, SCVWD Santa Clara Valley Water District   
Jamie McLeod, City of Santa Clara Milpitas, Santa Clara  
Cat Tucker, City of Gilroy Morgan Hill, Gilroy 
Kris Wang, City of Cupertino Cupertino, Los Altos, Los Altos Hills 
Curtis Wright, City of Monte Sereno Member at Large – All Jurisdictions 
Ken Yeager, County of Santa Clara County of Santa Clara 
 
Voting Members Not in Attendance Representing 
Evan Low, City of Campbell Campbell, Los Gatos, Monte Sereno, Saratoga 
 
County Staff 
Clifton Chew, Integrated Waste Management Division 
Elizabeth Constantino, Integrated Waste Management Division 
Zachary DeVine, Integrated Waste Management Division 
Kam Johal, Zachary DeVine, Integrated Waste Management Division 
Lisa Rose, Integrated Waste Management Division 

 
Others in Attendance 
Phil Bobel, City of Palo Alto 
Mark Bowers, City of Sunnyvale 
Jonathan Choi, DART Container Corporation 
Jimmy Le, Lee’s Sandwiches 
Rick Mauck, City of Santa Clara 
Lori Topley, City of Mountain View 
Michael Westerfield, DART Container Corporation 
Jo Zientek, City of San Jose 
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1. Call to Order/Introductions 
Chair Jamie McLeod called the meeting to order at 12:17 p.m.  The eight Commissioners present introduced 
themselves and quorum was met.  The Chair took this opportunity to present Peter Drekmeier with a certificate 
for his service to the RWRC, as he is leaving office to care for his young son.  He noted that while he is leaving 
his office, he will continue to be a champion of environmental causes, especially the Zero Waste Initiative.   
  
2. Approval of October 27, 2009 Minutes 
Cat Tucker moved to approve the October 2009 meeting minutes.  The motion was seconded by Curtis Wright.  
Peter Drekmeier abstained and all other voting members present approved the motion. 
 
3. Public Presentations 
Phil Bobel from the City of Palo Alto expressed concern that the latest recommendation on single-use carryout 
bags included an exemption for restaurants and fast food establishments.  The City of Palo Alto has already 
enacted an ordinance to address single-use bags and the next phase includes plastic bags at restaurants and fast 
food chains.  He does not want it to appear that the City of Palo Alto is out of sync with the RWRC 
recommendation and would have preferred that the language address phased in approaches to ordinances rather 
than exclude any industry altogether, if even for the time being. 
 
4. TAC Minutes 
TAC Vice-Chair Lori Topley asked if there were any questions from the TAC minutes.  There were none but 
the question was asked whether or not RWRC Commissioners are able to attend TAC meetings.  Staff was 
asked by the Chair to check with County Counsel to see if there is any provision that prohibits this.  Staff does 
not believe this to be the case as TAC meetings, like RWRC meetings, are public meetings and open to all but 
will check with County Counsel to be sure. Note:  staff checked with County Counsel following the meeting 
and there is nothing to prohibit  
 
5. Overview of Countywide Programs 
Because there are several new Commissioners, Chair McLeod (off line) asked Integrated Waste Management 
(IWM) staff to make a brief presentation on countywide programs at this meeting.  The goal is to familiarize the 
new Commissioners and refresh the memories of long-serving Commissioners with the countywide programs 
their cities benefit from that are coordinated and run by County IWM and funded with solid waste planning fee 
dollars. Kam Johal and Lisa Rose gave an overview of the Green Business Program.  Noting the time and the 
need to get to Item #6 before Commissioners had to leave, the Commission agreed to defer the remaining 
presentations until the next meeting, especially given the fact that there will be a new representative from the 
SMaRT Station cities then and Commissioner Low will be at the next meeting.  Cat Tucker gave thanks to all 
those who had prepared presentations for this meeting that they were unable to give. Commissioner Wang 
arrived during this portion of the meeting. 
 
6. Expanded Polystyrene (EPS)* 
A document was distributed with the RWRC packets that included links to both Save the Bay and 
Californians Against Waste pages that detail the various actions that jurisdictions in California have 
taken with regard to Expanded Polystyrene (EPS or Styrofoam™). Staff asked that the Commission 
provide direction for next steps.  Commissioners would like to see an overview of the issue, a 
presentation on the impact of a potential ban on EPS packaging at food establishments, what alternatives 
are readily available to retailers and to be sure to involve stakeholders in any discussions.  Once staff 
returns with this information, then the RWRC can set a timeline for tackling these issues. 
 
Michael Westerfield from DART Container Corporation stated that his company makes foam containers 
that are marketed to restaurants and fast food chains.  He noted that of the EPS products marketed food 
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packaging accounts for (only) about one third of one percent of the EPS market and that there is far 
greater amounts of packaging foam used to protect electronics and other sensitive items.  DART has 
offered the City of San Jose three foam processing machines at no cost (densifiers) and said that there 
are retailers in Northern California that would purchase the end product.  Mr. Westerfield stated that 
foam cups are superior to paper cups for hot beverages and demonstrated that paper cups must use a 
plastic lining inside and consumers then need to either double up cups or use a cup collar to keep from 
burning themselves.  The plastic liner in the paper cups reduces the recyclability of the paper cup, while 
there are methods for recycling the foam cups.  Commissioner Wright asked if the products DART 
Corporation produces are biodegradable or compostable.  Michael Westerfield responded that their 
products are neither but that they are recyclable.  The question was then asked whether the foam that is 
collected curbside is actually recycled or landfilled.  Additionally, do consumers perceive that foam 
products are not recyclable and therefore end up in the garbage cart rather than the recycling container? 
 
Jimmy Le from Lee Sandwiches spoke and said Lee Sandwiches has 33 outlets in California.  They and 
other small businesses typically prefer foam containers because foam is far less costly than the 
alternatives. 
 
Chair McLeod read two letters aloud that she had received from the California Restaurant Association 
and the American Chemistry Council.  Both organizations asked that they be included in the 
conversation regarding EPS.  Staff will be sure to notify them of any stakeholder meetings. 
 
Cat Tucker motioned to move this item forward based on today’s discussion.  Curtis Wright seconded 
the motion and it passed unanimously.  Commissioner Yeager asked staff to find out where the 
Commission’s authority to enact ordinances comes from.  Lisa Rose noted that the Commission are 
advisory to the Board of Supervisors and does not have the authority to enact ordinances themselves but 
rather advise the cities they represent and make recommendations to the Board.  Staff will look into this 
further and report back. 
 
7. Announcements/Future Agenda Items 
Kris Wang said she has heard that many recycling centers are closing and would like to know how that impacts 
cities and the County.  Staff responded to the Commissioners via email following the meeting.  The state has 
used much of the bottles and cans money to help with the budget deficit.  As a result, many of the 20/20-type 
recycling centers that can be found in parking lots at shopping centers have closed their operations, as there is 
little to know money left in the coffers.  http://abclocal.go.com/kfsn/story?section=news/politics&id=7146402 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 22, 2010 
 
8. Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:20 p.m. 

http://abclocal.go.com/kfsn/story?section=news/politics&id=7146402
http://abclocal.go.com/kfsn/story?section=news/politics&id=7146402
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