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RECYCLING AND WASTE REDUCTION COMMISSION MINUTES 
February 28, 2007 

County Center at Charcot, 2310 First Street 
Ponderosa Pines Conference Room 

Business Meeting at 5:15 p.m. 
 
Voting Members in Attendance  Representing  
Jose Esteves, Central County Cities Milpitas, Santa Clara 
Steve Glickman, West Valley Cities Campbell, Los Gatos, Monte Sereno, Saratoga 
John Howe, SMaRT Station Cities Mountain View, Palo Alto, Sunnyvale 
Patrick Kwok, Member-at-Large All Jurisdictions  
Pete McHugh, County of Santa Clara County of Santa Clara 
Jamie McLeod, Member-at-Large All Jurisdictions  
 
Voting Members Not In Attendance
Tony Estremera, SCVWD Santa Clara Valley Water District   
Dolly Sandoval, North County Cities  Cupertino, Los Altos, Los Altos Hills 
Roland Velasco, South County Cities Gilroy, Morgan Hill 
 
County Staff 
Jennifer Choo, Board Aid to Supervisor McHugh 
Elizabeth Constantino, Integrated Waste Management Division 
Rob D’Arcy, Household Hazardous Waste Program 
Ben Gale, Department of Environmental Health 
Lisa Rose, Integrated Waste Management Division 

 
Others in Attendance 
Mark Bowers, City of Sunnyvale 
Skip Lacaze, City of San Jose 
Maija McDonald, Acterra 
Lavenia Millar, City of Cupertino 
Jo Zientek, City of San Jose 
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1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
Chair Patrick Kwok called the meeting to order at 5:26 p.m. Lisa Rose took the roll.  Six Commissioners were 
present and quorum was met. Patrick Kwok welcomed two new commissioners – Jamie McLeod from the City 
of Santa Clara and Steve Glickman from the Town of Los Gatos. 
 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM DECEMBER 11, 2006 MEETING 
John Howe motioned to approve the minutes, Pete McHugh seconded the motion.  The motion carried with four 
ayes and two abstentions from the newly appointed Commissioners, as their appointments were not in effect 
until January. 
 
3. PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 
There were no public presentations. 
 
4. EXTENDED PRODUCER RESPONSIBILITY RESOLUTION 
Rob D’Arcy from the Department of Environmental Health presented a staff report about the proposed 
Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Resolution.  Pete McHugh recommended that the fifth “resolved 
clause” in the resolution referencing the adoption of an ordinance, be stricken, as there were questions as to 
whether the Board of Supervisors had the authority to adopt such an ordinance.  He also stated that if it was 
determined that the County has the legal authority to adopt an ordinance; it would be impractical, as the 
ordinance would only cover the unincorporated businesses in the County.   
 
Jamie McLeod asked if an ordinance would apply just to businesses in California, and if so, would it potentially 
drive business out of the state.  Rob explained that an assembly bill was just introduced to address this issue and 
he did not feel that businesses would move out of state.  Steve Glickman aired concerns that the business sector 
be included in this discussion and Rob assured him that steps were being taken to include industry.  He also 
stated that a summit on fluorescent lights had just taken place the prior week. Commissioner Glickman also 
asked how take-back would work.  Rob was confident that the manufacturing industry would be involved in the 
process of managing the take-back process. 
 
Pete McHugh moved to approve the resolution as submitted with the deletion of “resolved clause” number five.  
The motion was seconded by Jamie McLeod.  The motion passed with five ayes and one abstention. 
 
Rob also presented the California Product Stewardship Council (CPSC) Letter of Agreement.  The mission of 
the CPSC was to shift California’s product waste management system from one focused on government funded 
and ratepayer financed waste diversion to one that relies on producer responsibility in order to reduce public 
costs and drive improvements in product design that promote environmental sustainability. 
 
Pete McHugh made a motion to request that the Chair of the Board of Supervisors sign the proposed Letter of 
Agreement for the California Product Stewardship Council (CPSC).  The motion was seconded by John Howe.  
Jamie McLeod voiced some concerns with the draft document as written.  She also had some questions.  Ms. 
McLeod wanted to be sure that there would be an opportunity to create incentives for businesses to participate.  
She also noted that the steering committee is made up of elected officials and asked if someone were to leave 
office, would that person still be permitted to serve on the steering committee.  There was also no length of time 
established as to how long a chair could serve in that capacity.  Most importantly, she questioned what the 
protocol would be if one of the fifteen cities greatly opposed an issue but the majority of the cities agreed.  Rob 
stated that the steering committee is still in its infancy and these were good comments.  Rob stated that this was 
a working document.  After more discussion the motion carried unanimously. 
 
5. AB 939 FEE EXTENSION 
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Rob D’Arcy presented the staff report on the Extension of the AB 939 Fee.  In December 2005 the Commission 
approved an increase in the AB 939 fee of $.37 that went into effect July 1, 2006.  The Commission asked that 
staff report back within a year to identify whether or not the fee should be continued at the same rate, increased 
or decreased.  The TAC determined that the fee could be reduced to $.20 per year for the next two years to 
cover the costs of managing universal waste.  However, the TAC recommended that the fee be continued at a 
rate of $.37 so that a reserve fund can be created.  This reserve fund would be used for the design and part of the 
construction cost of a permanent Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) facility in San Jose.  The semi-
permanent facility in San Jose was closed last year when the lease was not renewed and a new facility is 
needed. The San Jose facility served approximately 11,000 residents.  Approximately two-thirds of those served 
were from San Jose with the other one-third being from all other parts Santa Clara County.   
 
Pete McHugh noted that County Counsel had concerns that the collection of the additional $.17 to be used as a 
reserve fund to build a permanent facility may not be legal and that he would not support this action.  He made 
a motion to support the AB 939 Fee at the $.20 level only.  The motion was seconded by Steve Glickman.  Skip 
Lacaze from the City of San Jose urged the Commission to consider continuation of the $.17 as they do not yet 
know what it will cost to renovate the Las Plumas yard into a permanent HHW facility.  The City has not 
identified a funding source.  He noted that the TAC had discussed the legal concerns of a reserve fund and that a 
stipulation could be added that if a permanent facility was not erected within a specific amount of time, those 
funds could be distributed back to the cities.  There was concern over the County holding the reserve fund, as 
these funds may be needed by cities in these difficult budget times.  Patrick Kwok asked if the discussion 
regarding the reserve fund could be tabled until another meeting and Rob stated that it was possible, but there 
was a timeline that needed to be met in order to get the AB 939 Fee extension information to the County Board 
of Supervisors before June 30, 2007.  A vote was taken on the motion made by Pete McHugh and seconded by 
Steve Glickman regarding extending the AB 939 Fee at a rate of $.20 per ton for one additional year with a 
review and discussion of this amount at the end of the year passed unanimously. Further discussion of the 
remaining $.17 will be continued to another meeting.  Commissioners McHugh and Kwok excused themselves 
at 6:30, turning the meeting over to Vice-Chair John Howe. 

 
6. TAC CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 
Mark Bowers, Vice Chair of the Technical Advisory Committee to the RWRC, stated that the major 
discussion at TAC has been about the Extended Producer Responsibility Resolution and the AB 939 Fee 
Extension.  He asked if there were any questions about the TAC minutes and there were none. 
 
7. IWM DIVISION MANAGER’S REPORT 
Elizabeth Constantino reported that the $.06 Solid Waste Planning Fee increase was approved by the Board of 
Supervisors on February 6, 2007 and will be in effect through FY 2008-2009.  Commissioner Howe asked that 
Elizabeth explain the SWPF to the new Commissioners.  She did so. 
 
Lisa Rose announced the 2nd Annual Green Business Conference will take place March 16, 2007 at the Camden 
Community Center in San Jose.  Lisa invited all Commissioners to attend and/or send a representative to attend.  
The focus will be on Pollution Prevention and Waste Reduction. Lisa played a radio ad that has begun airing on 
KBAY that promotes both the Green Business Program and the conference. 
 
Lisa shared the new ads that were developed by the Public Education Subcommittee of the TAC.  The first was 
a TV commercial that will run throughout the County on Comcast and Charter Cable.  The ad features a family 
properly handling Universal Waste by taking fluorescent tubes and household batteries to a hardware store, 
preventing these items from entering the waste stream. 
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The print ad for the “Bring Your Own Bag” campaign was distributed and will run in a number of papers 
beginning in April.  A radio ad to complement the print ad will begin airing on KLIV, KRTY, KBAY and 
KEZR beginning April 2 and running through Earth Day, April 22.  
  
8. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
There were no announcements 
 
9. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:45 p.m. 
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