
County of Santa Clara 
Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission 
Integrated Waste Management Division 
 
1735 North First Street, Suite 308 
San Jose, California 95112 
(408) 441-1198      FAX (408) 437-9209 
www.ReduceWaste.org 

Commissioners:  Jamie McLeod, Chair; Ronit Bryant, Kansen Chu, Jose Esteves, Steve Glickman, Patrick Kwok,   
 Cat Tucker, Kris Wang, Ken Yeager 
  
 

 
RECYCLING AND WASTE REDUCTION COMMISSION MINUTES 

August 27, 2008 
1553 Berger Drive, San Jose, CA 95112 

Building 2, Conference Room 181 
Business Meeting at 5:15 p.m. 

 
Voting Members in Attendance  Representing 
Ronit Bryant, City of Mountain View All Jurisdictions 
Kansen Chu, City of San Jose City of San Jose 
Jose Esteves, Central County Cities Milpitas, Santa Clara 
Steve Glickman, West Valley Cities Campbell, Los Gatos, Monte Sereno, Saratoga 
Patrick Kwok, SCVWD Santa Clara Valley Water District   
Jamie McLeod, Member-at-Large All Jurisdictions  
Cat Tucker, South County Cities Morgan Hill and Gilroy 
Kris Wang, North County Cities Cupertino, Los Altos and Los Altos Hills 
Ken Yeager, County of Santa Clara County of Santa Clara 
 
County Staff 
Elizabeth Constantino, Integrated Waste Management Division 
Lisa Rose, Integrated Waste Management Division 

 
Others in Attendance 
Mark Bowers, City of Sunnyvale 
Tony Eulo, City of Morgan Hill 
Faustina Hakutangwi, City of San Jose 
Tim James, California Grocer’s Association 
Rick Mauck, City of Santa Clara 
Trish Mulvey, CLEAN South Bay 
Clay Reigel, City of San Jose 
Lori Topley, City of Mountain View 
Melody Tovar, City of San Jose 
Jo Zientek, City of San Jose 
 
1. Call to Order/Introductions 
Chair Jamie McLeod called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m.  Seven Commissioners were present at the start of 
the meeting and quorum was met. Shortly thereafter, two other Commissioners arrived. 
 
 
 



August 27, 2008 Minutes – Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission of Santa Clara County 

2. Approval of April 23, 2008 Minutes 
A motion was made to approve the April 23 meeting minutes by Patrick Kwok and seconded by Steve 
Glickman.  The vote to approve was unanimous.   
 
3. Public Presentations 
There were no public presentations. 
 
4. Election of Officers 
Lisa Rose opened the floor for nominations for Chair.  Patrick Kwok made a motion to nominate Jamie McLeod 
for the position of Chair of the Commission for fiscal year 2008-09 and it was seconded by Ken Yeager.  All 
voted in favor with an abstention from Commissioner McLeod, who stated that she would abstain because there 
is a stipend paid to Commissioners.  Commissioner McLeod then took the meeting over and opened the floor 
for nominations for Vice Chair.  Cat Tucker nominated Ronit Bryant and Ken Yeager seconded.  The vote 
passed unanimously.  
 
5. Single-Use Bag/Container Reduction Update 
Jo Zientek with the City of San Jose provided an updated PowerPoint presentation on single-use bags that had 
been previously shown to the Santa Clara County Cities Association.  There are many environmental issues 
attributed to single-use bags, particularly the light weight plastic bags used by most retailers.  A recent survey 
concluded that approximately 60% of litter in waterways is plastic bags.  Additionally, single use plastic bags 
are not biodegradable, they degrade water quality when they end up in creeks, and they are harmful to aquatic 
life.  In May of this year, the City of San Jose passed a policy that removed plastic bags from their curbside 
recycling program that went into effect May 20, 2008.   
 
Many cities are looking at policy options including increased outreach, bans on both plastic and paper bags; 
bans on plastic with a fee for paper; and other economic incentives.  At this time, State law prohibits cities to 
mandate that retailers charge for single use bags.  When Ireland placed a fee on plastic bags, the public reduced 
their use by 80%.  There is current legislation pending (AB 2769) that is changing every few hours, but in its 
current version would impose a fee of $.25 for both paper and plastic bags with a cap of $2.00 per check out.  
There is an accommodation in the legislation that would exempt WIC/Food Stamp recipients from having to 
pay for these bags.   
 
At this time, San Jose has been looking at a ban for both paper and plastic bags, or retailers may opt out of the 
ban by voluntarily charging a fee for the bags.  They would want to implement this all at once and include all 
retailers.  Very small retailers (definition to be determined) may be exempt from this.  Additionally, San Jose 
would promote this new ordinance with an aggressive outreach campaign. 
 
Tony Eulo from the City of Morgan Hill who was speaking on behalf of the Source Reduction and Recycling 
(SRR) subcommittee of the TAC followed up Jo’s presentation with a brief recap of the SRR report that was 
provided in the RWRC packet.  He acknowledged the leadership of the Cities of Palo Alto and San Jose staff as 
well as the California Grocer’s Association and the public who have contributed to this report. He noted that 
TAC and the SRR subcommittee are ready to move forward on this issue based on the Commission’s direction.  
There is great interest in a regional solution to this issue.  Because it is unclear as to whether or not AB 2769 
will pass, the recommendation is to proceed as if there were no state legislation. 
 
The Commission heard comments from two members of the public.  Trish Mulvey from Clean South Bay urged 
support of both the state legislation and staff recommendations.  She recommends giving some flexibility to 
cities but that the overall message should be the same – reduce the number of single use carry out bags.  Ms. 
Mulvey also stressed the need for check out employees to receive training on this issue. 
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The second person to comment was Tim James from the California Grocer’s Association.  He said that the 
Grocer’s Association favors a broader approach to reduce single use carry out bags and that having a consistent 
policy in a larger geographic area is desired.  While the Grocer’s Association opposes fees and mandates, they 
do recognize the problem and are willing to work with cities and counties, especially if they can help with 
implementation.  He also felt strongly that if a fee is charged, consumers need to be made aware of the charge 
both at the register and on the receipt and that any fee should not be subject to state or local tax.  If a fee is to be 
charged, they are in favor of splitting revenue from the fee between the store and the jurisdiction in which the 
retailer is located.  While it would be up to the jurisdiction to decide how to spend that money, they would be in 
favor of using it to educate consumers about reusable bags and for litter control measures.  Mr. James believes a 
regional policy from a single point of discussion (such as RWRC) is also the best approach and stressed the 
need that the discussion be open and accessible to all stakeholders including representatives from his 
association, the American Plastics Council, the California Retailers Association, etc. 
 
After more discussion, Patrick Kwok made a motion to direct TAC to prepare a recommendation and draft 
policy on Single-Use Bag/Container Reduction options and report back to RWRC that was seconded by Ronit 
Bryant.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
6. TAC Minutes 
Mark Bowers, Chair of the TAC, noted that the TAC had been looking at the single-use bag issue.  Additionally 
they have been working with the Household Hazardous Waste Program on a sharps disposal/take back program.  
There will be about a dozen locations where residents can take back hypodermic needles.  He also noted that 
TAC has asked the County to do an audit on the flow of monies that are paid to the County by landfills and 
distributed to the cities based on tonnage. 
 
7. IWM Division Manager’s Report 
Elizabeth Constantino reported that IWM has released the RFP to update the Source Reduction & 
Recycling Element (SRRE) and Household Hazardous Waste Element (HHWE) which are part of the 
County’s Unincorporated Integrated Waste Management Plan.  Each jurisdiction is responsible for 
updating its own SRRE and HHWE.  Elizabeth also noted that the County will be going out to bid for 
garbage, yardwaste and recycling collection for Garbage District 2 which includes the unincorporated 
areas of Gilroy, Morgan Hill and San Martin. 
 
8. Announcements 
Steve Glickman noted that the West Valley Joint Powers Association negotiated with their hauler to 
drop the fee for “hard to serve” areas from their contract. 
 
Mark Bowers reported that Sunnyvale will no longer offer unlimited garbage collection service to their 
residents and will be moving from a 32 gallon can to 35, 65 and 95 gallon carts and that residents will 
pay an additional charge for the larger carts. 
 
9. Items For Upcoming Meetings/Follow Up 
There were no items for upcoming meetings. 
 
10. Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 
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