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DuroDuro Bag Manufacturing CompanyBag Manufacturing Company

Environmentally Friendly

• Strictly use safe, biodegradable soy-based inks in 
bag production

• Began producing 100% recycled bags in early 
1990’s

• Majority of bags currently produced contain at least 
20% recycled material, with an increasingly large 

number of 100% recycled.
• We are featured in Venture Magazine next month 

for our environmental work.   
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Plastic Bags Plastic Bags –– Detrimental to our Detrimental to our 
Environment Environment 

Plastic bags clog waterways  and sewer Plastic bags clog waterways  and sewer 
systems.systems.
Kill thousands of animals per year.      Kill thousands of animals per year.      
The Environmental Protection Agency The Environmental Protection Agency 
estimates that nearly 350 million barrels of estimates that nearly 350 million barrels of 
foreign oil is used to produce plastic bags foreign oil is used to produce plastic bags 
each year.each year.
Plastic bags take nearly 1,000 years to Plastic bags take nearly 1,000 years to 
decompose.  decompose.  

Explains high cost of cleanExplains high cost of clean--upup
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Around the WorldAround the World
South Africans jokingly refer to plastic bags as their national flower 
because they seem to sprout everywhere. Three years ago they 
were outlawed. 

Taiwan and Bangladesh have banned all plastic bags because they 
were clogging drainage systems and causing floods.

The international movement has spread across the world to 
include:

AustraliaAustralia DenmarkDenmark

FranceFrance Hong KongHong Kong

IrelandIreland SwitzerlandSwitzerland

GermanyGermany ScotlandScotland

New ZealandNew Zealand United KingdomUnited Kingdom

Parts of CanadaParts of Canada
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And in the United StatesAnd in the United States
On March 7, 2007 San Francisco approved the Plastic Bag 
Reduction Ordinance which requires qualifying grocers to offer 
customers bags of compostable plastic, reusable bags or 
recyclable paper. This ban is predicted to save 450,000 gallons 
of oil a year and rid tons of debris from landfills.

Other cities considering similar legislation:

Los Angeles Boston
Ann Arbor Phoenix
New York Chicago
Portland Oakland
Seattle
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Benefits of Paper Bags Benefits of Paper Bags 

Paper can be recycled up to eight times.Paper can be recycled up to eight times.
According to the Paper Industry Association According to the Paper Industry Association 
Council, nearly 53% of paper is recycled; that Council, nearly 53% of paper is recycled; that 
would only increase with greater paper usage.would only increase with greater paper usage.

In comparison, less than 10% of plastic is recycled.In comparison, less than 10% of plastic is recycled.

For every 1 tree cut down, 3 are planted.For every 1 tree cut down, 3 are planted.
Creates sustainable situation.Creates sustainable situation.

Handled paper bags are reusable and thus Handled paper bags are reusable and thus 
eliminate the single use bag stigma.eliminate the single use bag stigma.

See samplesSee samples

Completely biodegradable and compostable Completely biodegradable and compostable 
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Allowing For Continued Use of Allowing For Continued Use of 
Recycled Paper BagsRecycled Paper Bags

This program would create a home for all This program would create a home for all 
the discarded newspapers, magazines, the discarded newspapers, magazines, 
boxes, and other packaging materials.boxes, and other packaging materials.
Already a high demand for recycled paper, Already a high demand for recycled paper, 
thereby enacting this Ordinance, with the thereby enacting this Ordinance, with the 
provision to allow for paper bags, this action provision to allow for paper bags, this action 
would only encourage more recycling.would only encourage more recycling.
Unlike reusable plastic bags, recycled paper Unlike reusable plastic bags, recycled paper 
bags are compostable and easily recyclable.bags are compostable and easily recyclable.
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Reusable Shopping BagsReusable Shopping Bags
Duro believes strongly in reusable shopping bags, Duro believes strongly in reusable shopping bags, 
but feels they need to meet high sustainable but feels they need to meet high sustainable 
environmental standards.environmental standards.

Made of a biodegradable and easily recyclable product.Made of a biodegradable and easily recyclable product.
The majority of reusable bags we are seeing today are produced The majority of reusable bags we are seeing today are produced 
from plastic based fibres, which do not allow for them to be from plastic based fibres, which do not allow for them to be 
composted, or easily recycled. composted, or easily recycled. 

Plastic reusable bags, intended for many uses, are Plastic reusable bags, intended for many uses, are 
only environmentally friendly if the consumer uses only environmentally friendly if the consumer uses 
them multiple times over a long period of time, them multiple times over a long period of time, 
which is an issue in our fastwhich is an issue in our fast--pace, convenience pace, convenience 
driven society.    driven society.    
A recent Wall Street Journal article, which was A recent Wall Street Journal article, which was 
included in the informational packet, discusses the included in the informational packet, discusses the 
downsides of such bags.downsides of such bags.
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ConclusionConclusion
We would like to suggest to the Santa Clara County We would like to suggest to the Santa Clara County 
Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission to  Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission to  
consider amending the proposed ordinance, herein consider amending the proposed ordinance, herein 
allowing for 100% recycled, reusable paper bags to allowing for 100% recycled, reusable paper bags to 
be included under the be included under the ‘‘reusable bagsreusable bags’’ category, as category, as 
well as either eliminating or reducing the well as either eliminating or reducing the ‘‘singlesingle--
use carryout baguse carryout bag’’ fee for 100% recycled paper fee for 100% recycled paper 
bags.bags.
Reusable recycled paper bags are the most Reusable recycled paper bags are the most 
sustainable and environmentally friendly product to sustainable and environmentally friendly product to 
replace plastic bagsreplace plastic bags

Be it of the thin or thick varietyBe it of the thin or thick variety
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Thank You for Your Time and Thank You for Your Time and 
ConsiderationConsideration

Questions?

Comments?
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