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October 13, 2010 
 
 
Santa Clara County  
Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission 
Technical Advisory Committee 
1553 Berger Drive, Building 1   
San Jose, California 95112 
 
RE: Support for a ban on expanded polystyrene food ware 
 
Dear members of the Technical Advisory Committee: 
 
On behalf of thousands of Save The Bay supporters in Santa Clara County and our 
25,000 members and supporters throughout the Bay Area, I am writing in support of the 
SRR subcommittee’s recommendation that Santa Clara County cities “consider 
adopting a ban on foam food takeout containers” and instead require the use of real 
recyclable or compostable alternatives.  We urge the TAC to move this recommendation 
forward to the RWRC. 
 
Several cities within the County are now pursuing single-use bag ordinances, largely 
due to the leadership of the RWRC and TAC in recommending that action in the 
Commission’s May 4th, 2009 letter to the Board of Supervisors. We urge you to show 
the same leadership with polystyrene and take strong action against this polluting 
material. 
 
Polystyrene foam is a major litter item that is suffocating our creeks, wetlands, and the 
Bay. Polystyrene never biodegrades; it will remain in the environment for thousands of 
years, harming wildlife and polluting our shores.  
 
Polystyrene foam food ware is one of the biggest culprits in clogging municipal storm 
drains and is the second most abundant type of beach litter in California. Local 
jurisdictions and the state spend hundreds of millions of dollars each year cleaning up 
this litter. Because polystyrene foam is lightweight, it easily blows into storm drains and 
waterways, where it readily breaks apart and is often ingested by fish, birds and other 
wildlife.  
 
In contrast with high value materials such as cardboard, glass and metals, polystyrene food 
service products have no appreciable recycling market. This includes rigid or clear 
polystyrene, which is often used to make clamshell carry-out containers. The reality is that 
less than one half of one percent of polystyrene food service packaging – and less than 
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one percent of all polystyrene – is actually recycled in California. The rest ends up in 
landfills and as litter in our streets and waterways.  
 
Polystyrene food ware is also a toxic health threat to both humans and wildlife. Styrene, 
a cancer-causing and neurotoxic component of polystyrene, can leach into the water, as 
well as into food and drinks, especially when the contents are hot, acidic, or greasy. 
 
Now is the time to stop plastic pollution in our Bay and waterways. Save The Bay 
respectfully urges the County to continue its leadership on single-use plastics by banning 
polystyrene food ware, making the transition to sustainable and non-toxic products, and 
recommending that all jurisdictions to do the same. We appreciate having the opportunity to 
provide feedback to the SRR and the TAC and look forward to working with the County on 
this issue. 
  
Sincerely, 
 

 
David Lewis 
Executive Director 
 


