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February 19, 2010 
 
Jamie McLeod 
Chair 
Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission 
Integrated Waste Management Division 
County of Santa Clara 
 
RE: Support for Expanded Polystyrene ban 
 
Dear Chair McLeod: 
 
On behalf of Save The Bay’s 25,000 members and supporters throughout the Bay Area, I urge the 
Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission to recommend a model ordinance to ban Expanded 
Polystyrene (EPS) at food establishments throughout Santa Clara County. Many jurisdictions have 
already taken similar action – 34 in California to date – including the Bay Area cities of Millbrae, San 
Bruno and South San Francisco.  Because polystyrene is a common component of plastic litter that 
is suffocating our creeks, wetlands, and shorelines, Save The Bay’s Clean Bay Project is working to 
encourage cities to enact polystyrene bans to address the growing problem of plastics pollution in 
our Bay and waterways. 
 
Save The Bay encourages the Commission to propose a strong model ordinance banning all 
polystyrene food service ware, including solid, or oriented, polystyrene.  All types of polystyrene 
disposable packaging negatively affect the environment from “cradle to grave.” Wide-ranging impacts 
associated with this disposable food packaging include the depletion of resources, pollution 
associated with extracting the raw materials, pollutant discharges to air and water, and impacts from 
waste disposal. Manufacturing polystyrene disposable food ware also generates greenhouse gases 
that lead to global warming.  
 
Polystyrene litter is one of the most common types of man-made litter on California beaches. Local 
jurisdictions and the state spend billions of dollars each year cleaning litter from streets, storm 
drains, parks, highways and shorelines. Because polystyrene foam is lightweight, it easily blows into 
waterways and readily breaks apart, becoming widely dispersed and easily ingested by fish, birds 
and other wildlife.  
 
Polystyrene food ware also threatens public health. Studies have found that styrene – a cancer-
causing and neurotoxic component of polystyrene – can leach into food and drink, especially when 
the contents are hot, acidic, or greasy, posing a human health risk.  
 
As you can see from the attached case study, we have reviewed and recommend the City of 
Millbrae’s polystyrene ordinance as a model.  Save The Bay applauds the Commission for its efforts 
to explore a ban on polystyrene and urges you to take immediate action on this issue. 
  
Sincerely, 

 
David Lewis 
Executive Director 


