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BACKGROUND 
The Commission asked staff to begin looking into Expanded Polystyrene and provide an overview of the issue, 
a presentation on the impact of a potential ban on EPS packaging at food establishments, what alternatives are 
readily available to retailers and to be sure to involve stakeholders in any discussions. 
 
This issue will be more thoroughly discussed at the March 25 Source Reduction and Recycling (SRR) 
Subcommittee of the TAC.  In the interim, attached is a matrix demonstrating where jurisdictions are with 
regard to expanded polystyrene.  The only City within Santa Clara County to enact an ordinance to date is Palo 
Alto.  Beginning on April 22, 2010, food vendors will be prohibited from providing prepared food in disposable 
food service containers made from expanded polystyrene or non-recyclable plastic.  Food vendors are defined 
as any establishment, located or providing food within the City of Palo Alto, which provides prepared and 
ready-to-consume food or beverages, for public consumption including but not limited to any store, 
supermarket, delicatessen, restaurant, retail food vendor, sales outlet, shop, cafeteria, catering truck or vehicle, 
sidewalk or other outdoor vendor or caterer.  The City of Palo Alto prepared a mitigated negative declaration 
before enacting their ordinance. 
 
While some jurisdictions collect polystyrene in their curbside programs, it is not separated for recycling or 
densification as the market for the end product is just not viable at this time. 
 
The SRR Subcommittee will develop a timeline at their March meeting for moving forward on this issue.  The 
timeline will include ample time for stakeholder meetings and input. Following a conversation with the County 
of Santa Cruz at the Joint TAC meeting held on February 11, there may be opportunity to develop a draft model 
ordinance based on their experiences, should the Commission decide to move forward with an ordinance of 
some sort. 
 
 
 


