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February 11, 2009 

 

VOTING MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 
ACTERRA  Maija McDonald 

CALIFORNIA RESOURCE RECOVERY ASSN.  Richard Gertman 

CITY OF CUPERTINO      Cheri Donnelly 

CITY OF GILROY       Tony Eulo 

CITY OF MILPITAS      Elizabeth Koo 

CITY OF MORGAN HILL     Tony Eulo 

CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW      Lori Topley 

CITY OF PALO ALTO      Rene Eyerly 

CITY OF SAN JOSE      Skip Lacaze 

CITY OF SANTA CLARA     Dave Staub 

CITY OF SUNNYVALE       Mark Bowers 

CLARA MATEO        Julie Muir 

COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH   Stan Chau 

COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT   Jill Boone 

COUNTY UNINCORPORATED AREA   Elizabeth Constantino 

SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT  Brett Calhoun 

WEST VALLEY CITIES      Marva Sheehan 
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VOTING MEMBERS NOT ATTENDING 
 
CITY OF CAMPBELL       

CITY OF LOS ALTOS       

CITY OF MONTE SERENO           

CITY OF SARATOGA       

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS      

SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY      

SIERRA CLUB 

SILICON VALLEY LEADERSHIP GROUP  

TOWN OF LOS ALTOS HILLS      

TOWN OF LOS GATOS  

 
 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE 

Phil Bobel    City of Palo Alto 

Clifton Chew   SCC IWM  

Rob D’Arcy   SCC HHW 

Zachary DeVine   SCC IWM 

Manny Diaz   American Chemistry Council 

Dennis Ferrier   City of San Jose 

Wendy Fong   SCC HHW 

Karen Gissibl   City of Sunnyvale 

Tim Goncharoff   County of Santa Cruz 

Scott Hamby   City of Scotts Valley 

Brennen Jensen   Ecology Action 

Kasey Kolassa   County of Santa Cruz 

Walter Lin    City of San Jose 

Ed McGovern   American Chemistry Council 

Heidi Melander   Sierra Club 

Emy Mendoza   City of San Jose 

Robin Musitelli   County of Santa Cruz 

Lisa Murphy   City of Capitola 

Bob Nelson   City of Santa Cruz 
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Cynthia Palacio   City of Mountain View 

Norm Ploss   County of Santa Cruz 

Donna Perala   City of San Jose 

Clay Reigel   City of Palo Alto 

Lisa Rose    SCC IWM 

Allen Tai    City of San Jose 

Christine Wolter   City of San Jose 

Michele Young   City of San Jose 

Jo Zientek    City of San Jose 

 

1. Call to Order 
Lori Topley, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:32 p.m.  A quorum of 14 was present.  Those 
present introduced themselves. 

Lori said in the interest of time and the full agenda, that the speaker and joint TAC agenda be 
moved up and heard at this time. 

4. Key Note Speaker:  John Laird, Former Assemblymember and Former California 
Integrated Waste Management Board member. 
John Laird spoke about several issues: 

a) California Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB) 
The CIWMB ended after twenty years on January 1, 2010.  In 1989 it was difficult to 
imagine 50% diversion but today the state is at 59%.  The easy steps have already been taken 
and the next steps are the more challenging ones. 

One of the successful aspects of the CIWMB was that it also dealt with recycling markets 
and was not completely focused on the regulatory side.  They came up with incentives for 
pricing things such that recycling was the more economical alternative. 

b) Organics 
An Environmental Impact Report (EIR) on anaerobic digestion that the CIWMB was pushing 
is being conducted.  The long term obligation of landfills will change by reducing the amount 
of organics going into them.  Otherwise, they will devolve to the public domain for financial 
responsibility many years later.   

c) State Budget  
As diversion becomes more successful the less revenue is taken in to run these programs and 
the programs become a victim of their own success.  Extended Producer Responsibility 
(EPR) may be part of the solution.  The budget that was signed is down $16B which doesn’t 
even include some borrowing that will come due in the future.  Currently there are no easy 
solutions, student fees went up, state parks closed part of the time, etc.  The central issue is 
that California has been spending more than it has taken in for the last few years. 
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d) Bags 
When the focus is lost due to other issues like jobs, there is a need to do more education. 

5. Joint TAC 
Anaerobic Digestion (AD) – Michele Young gave a synopsis of the City of San Jose’s approach 
to AD.  San Jose was incentivized to investigate conversion options as a result of the City’s Zero 
Waste Strategic Plan which not only had a diversion goal but also a renewable energy 
component.  Another driver is the 30 year master plan with the water pollution control plant 
which will result in 1.5 billion dollars worth of infrastructure retrofits.  San Jose released an RFI 
for Renewable Energy in 2007, which promoted the City’s interest in Conversion Technologies.   
GreenWaste approached the City with a request to lease the Nine Par site, which is land in-
between two parcels of land that they already own in order to build a high solids anaerobic 
digester using German technology.   In addition to the MOU that San Jose has with Zero Waste 
Energy to pursue the land lease at Nine Par, there are other ideas being proposed to the City 
including stand alone systems (dry fermentation system – 50/50 mix of food and yard) and wet 
technology similar to East Bay MUD (slurry).   

Early adopters in digestion have been those with excess capacity in waste water treatment.  
Facilities are looking for ways to inject either fats/oils/grease (easy solution); food processing 
waste (already liquid forms such as syrups); and the harder to manage municipal solid waste to 
get it clean and wet enough.  Toronto is the only other North American city to have a large scale 
operation.  San Jose has supported bringing their engineer to the Bay Area for the Northern 
California AD workshop, and has sent a city representative to examine the Toronto-system. 

San Jose helped to sponsor the California Organics Recycling Council AD workshop on 
November 17, 2009.  CORC will present a replicate of that workshop at the BioCycle 
Conference on April 12, 2010 in San Diego. There will also be a short session at California 
Resource Recovery Association (CRRA) which will be a three speaker panel (condensed version 
of the full day workshop).  The State Programmatic EIR for AD is currently being developed to 
provide a template for all California municipalities.   The EIR is for stand a alone systems and is 
not related to dairy operations or waste water treatment 

The City has received 18 vendor responses to a Request for Letters of Interest which were used 
to prepare a CEC grant for the State indicating vendor willingness to work with the City to build 
a bio-methane facility.  Most of the proposals are to run a 50,000 to 200,000 tons per year 
facility.  The grant was submitted on January 25, and responses are due from the CEC on March 
1, 2010 

On February 4, 2010, the City of San Jose released the RFP for Commercial organics processing 
which could provide the City with conversion options to analyze on April 2, when proposals are 
due. The Collection portion of the RFP will be released in April, with the new system start up 
scheduled for July of 2012.  

Bags – Lori Topley said that jurisdictions in Santa Clara County have been working on the 
single-use carryout bag issue at a countywide level.  Palo Alto was ahead of other cities in the 
County.  San Jose has been close behind and smaller cities have been in discussions with their 
city councils.   

Santa Cruz asked about Santa Clara County’s approach.  Lori stated that the County started with 
a subcommittee that drafted a model ordinance similar to proposed legislation at the State level.  
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When that went out to all the cities, a lot of the councils were taken aback by the level of detail 
so the Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission backed off and put out a more general 
recommendation. 

Emy Mendoza from the City of San Jose then provided an update on what is happening in San 
Jose.  In September of last year, the San Jose City Council first directed staff to conduct outreach 
with stakeholders.  They are now doing an EIR to deflect the type of litigation that is occurring 
throughout the state.  The threat of litigation is holding a lot of jurisdictions back in their 
attempts to address single-use carryout bags.  Powers and Associates has completed the initial 
draft of the EIR which is currently undergoing an internal review.  City of San Jose hopes to 
release it to the public by early summer 2010.  The Council is looking at a on ban paper and 
plastic, allowing paper bags that have 40% post consumer recycle content to be sold (bags cannot 
be given out for free) with the retailer retaining all the funds (at cost or some minimum amount).  
Enforcement would be complaint based by reporting from the public and competitors. 

A question was asked about a fee on plastics as other places (like Ireland) have done.  The 
question remained as to whether the fee reduced the use of plastic or just imposed an economic 
hurdle while not really addressing the litter aspect. 

There was a question about dog waste.  It was pointed out that plastic bags would have to be 
bought or obtained from another source (bags do have a value).  With zero waste goals, a 
compostable plastic bag may be needed for the future to remove organics from the waste stream.   

There is also a statewide master environmental assessment (MEA) being prepared by a major 
consulting firm for Green Cities California that will be made public in 2-3 months.  The MEA is 
provided for in CEQA as a reference document and looks at different ways to regulate bags.   

Santa Cruz is examining banning plastic bags as part of their County Green Business 
certification.   

Polystyrene – Santa Cruz County jurisdictions have banned polystyrene for more than a year.  
The American Chemistry Council was not involved; however the California Restaurant 
Association was active at beginning of the process.  Enforcement is complaint based and 
violations are addressed by a letter indicating that the offender could be fined.  This is usually 
sufficient.  The fine (if and when assessed) would assist the offender in purchasing compliant 
material.  Most of the infractions are reported by citizens and business competitors.   

Palo Alto said there were some mitigating factors in banning expanded polystyrene: 1) their 
hauler will not take it in the recycling bin; 2) small bits of expanded polystyrene were being 
found in the waterways; and 3) Palo Alto does not have residential curbside kitchen waste pickup 
so they don’t have to make the distinction between the compostable materials. 

Bob Nelson said the biggest problem has been large events. 

At this time the meeting was adjourned. 

8. Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 3:22 p.m. 

NEXT SCHEDULED TAC MEETING:  March 11, 2010. 
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