
County of Santa Clara 
RECYCLING AND WASTE REDUCTION COMMISSION  
Integrated Waste Management Division 
 
1553 Berger Dr., Bldg#1 
San Jose, California  95112   
(408) 282-3180  FAX (408) 282-3188  
www.ReduceWaste.org 

Commissioners:  Jamie McLeod, Chair; Ronit Bryant, Kansen Chu, Jose Esteves, Steve Glickman, Patrick Kwok, 
  Cat Tucker, Kris Wang, Ken Yeager 
 

 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

August 14, 2008 

 
VOTING MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 
ACTERRA  Maija McDonald 

CALIFORNIA RESOURCE RECOVERY ASSN.  Richard Gertman  

CITY OF CUPERTINO      Cheri Donnelly 

CITY OF GILROY       Lisa Jensema 

CITY OF MILPITAS      Elizabeth Koo 

CITY OF MORGAN HILL     Tony Eulo 

 CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW      Lori Topley 

 CITY OF PALO ALTO      Russ Reiserer 

CITY OF SAN JOSE      Skip Lacaze 

CITY OF SUNNYVALE       Mark Bowers 

COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH   Stan Chau 

COUNTY UNINCORPORATED AREA   Elizabeth Constantino 

SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY     Bruce Olzewski 

WEST VALLEY CITIES      Marva Sheehan 
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VOTING MEMBERS NOT ATTENDING 
CITY OF CAMPBELL       

CITY OF LOS ALTOS       

CITY OF MONTE SERENO       

CITY OF SANTA CLARA      

CLARA MATEO         

 LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS      

SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT 

SIERRA CLUB 

SILICON VALLEY LEADERSHIP GROUP  

TOWN OF LOS ALTOS HILLS      

TOWN OF LOS GATOS       

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE 
Jill Boone    SCC CEO 

Clifton Chew   SCC IWM  

Rob D’Arcy   SCC HHW 

Zachary DeVine   SCC IWM 

Wendy Fong   SCC HHW 

Donna Perala   City of San Jose 

Lisa Rose    SCC IWM 

Sarah Smith   SCC IWM 

Jo Zientek    City of San Jose 

 

1. Call to Order   
Mark Bowers, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:32 p.m.  A quorum of 13 was present.  Those 
present introduced themselves, including Jill Boone, newly hired Climate Change and Sustainability 
Manager for the County of Santa Clara. 

2. Approval of Minutes  
A motion to approve the minutes of the July 10, 2008 TAC meeting was made by Skip Lacaze and 
seconded by Tony Eulo.  All present voted to approve the minutes.  Those not present at the July 10, 
2008 TAC meeting abstained. 

3. Public Presentations  
There were no public presentations.  

4. TAC request from retailers in the County on their recycling bag weight numbers  
 Skip Lacaze did not have a recommendation at this time.   He said individual stores did not have to 
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report directly to the State but through third parties.  The State has not prepared a report based on the 
data submitted.  It was noted that if stores were not compliant with AB2449 then the respective City 
could impose a fee for bags.  

5. TAC discussion regarding the possibility of subsidizing HCEP bins for sale  
Elizabeth Constantino said the topic originated from a query as to the type(s) of bin(s) to sell.  
Elizabeth stated that County policy requires a “cost accounting” methodology that includes the cost 
of labor in any sales, and thus cannot subsidize bin sales.  Additionally, because the County has 
extremely limited storage capacity and sells slightly over 200 bins a year, the earth machines were the 
most practical choice.  There was some discussion regarding subsidizing bins and it was decided that 
the implementation subcommittee would examine the issue next week when they begin working on 
the next three-year budget cycle. 

6. Division Manager’s Report and Updates on Countywide Programs 
Elizabeth Constantino had a couple of items: 1) She passed out a letter Commissioner McLeod wrote 
in response to an editorial regarding China’s plastic bag ban; 2) She said the County Controller’s 
Office sent an audit quote consisting of 200-400 hours of work (at $100/hr) or a possible price range 
of  $20,000 - $40,000.  She is currently getting quotes from a County approved auditor list for 
services and will report to the TAC Implementation Subcommittee next week on the results of the 
quotes. The scope of the audit will be sent to TAC to ensure all areas of concern will be addressed by 
the proposed scope of services. 

A.  Disposal Reporting System – Clifton Chew said an error was found in 1st Qtr’s Disposal 
Reporting System (DRS) report. A letter detailing the correction will be going out next week.  
Additions/subtractions will be made to 2nd Quarter’s DRS AB939 payment, which is currently 
coming in.  A suggestion was made to have the audit include the DRS reporting process. 

B.  Green Business – in TAC packet.  Lisa Rose announced that 135 green businesses will be 
recognized by the Board of Supervisors at a Green Business Recognition Event to be held on 
September 11, 2008 in the Auditorium at 1555 Berger Dr. from 5:30 to 7:30P.M. 

C.  Home Composting Education Program – Report is in the TAC packet.  Sarah Smith requested 
TAC input on the type of bin to sell which has been referred to SRR subcommittee for this 
month. 

D.  Recycling Hotline – in TAC packet.  Lisa left out the narrative and will send it out shortly. 

7. Subcommittee Reports and Updates on Countywide Programs  
A. Household Hazardous Waste – Rob said in FY2006-2007 the program collected 2.3 million 

pounds of HHW and in FY2007-2008 collected 2.9 million pounds.  Thus, the cost per car has 
gone up to approximately $70 per car.  He will separate out the universal waste in the final 
budget report. 

Rob stated that when Home Depot announced they were taking back compact fluorescent 
lamps (CFLs), the HHW program told retailers that the retailer would be responsible for 
disposition of their own CFLs but the HHW program would still help them manage their 
linear fluorescent lights with a $63,000 grant from PG&E.  The Household Hazardous Waste 
program is making an attempt to transition retailers away from the HHW program to manage 
fluorescent tubes themselves. 

Additionally, Rob has recruited 11 pharmacies to take back household sharps, which will be 
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banned, from the solid waste stream beginning September 1, 2008 as per SB 1305 (Figueroa). 
The Household Hazardous Waste program is not paying for disposal but used grant funds to 
buy the businesses sharps containers.  A brochure has been created in English, Spanish and 
Vietnamese for the sharps take back program and posters are currently being printed. 

On a final note, Rob said that in order for Cities and the County to qualify for many of the 
competitive grants currently out there, they must have an environmentally preferable 
purchasing (EPP) policy.  He is trying to hire an outside consultant to draft a blanket model 
policy. 

B. Legislation – Russ Reiserer provided some handouts. 
He said August 15 was the last day for the fiscal committee to meet and report bills to the 
floor.  This year, plastic has been the leading topic. 

Russ circulated an email message he received from the plastic industry regarding SB1713 
asking members to vote no on banning chemicals in material for infants to toddlers three 
years of age. 
AB904 – food containers; is in the Suspense file 
AB1719 – beverage containers: plastic bags 
AB1972 – plastic bags for food and beverage containers  
AB2058 – plastic carry out bags 
AB2071 – enforcement 
AB2245 – illegal dumping enforcement 
AB2505 – toxic packaging 
AB2820 – alcoholic beverage in retail sales; died 
AB2829 – plastic carryout bags 
AB3025 – polystyrene packaging 
SB899 – toxic packaging material 
SB1625 – CRV containers 
SB1016 – changes to AB939 reporting.  The County may become the reporting ‘body’ for 
the cities in the County.  For jurisdictions in compliance with AB939, the bill recommends a 
four year review and for those jurisdictions not in compliance, it recommends a two year 
review.  The bill recommends using a per capita disposal rate.  It does not allow for new base 
years after 2006.  
SB1020 changed to SB1252 requires 60% from all cities by 2015 and 75% by 2020.  Also, it 
targets the commercial sector. 

C. Operations – nothing at this time. 

D. Public Education – Zachary DeVine said all subcommittees have met so the campaigns are 
off and running.  The Pub Ed subcommittee has partnered with PG&E and HHW for 
Universal Waste (UW) and Santa Clara Valley Urban Runoff Pollution Prevention Program 
(SCVURPPP) might join as it did last year. 

E. Source Reduction/Recycling – Skip said he circulated the notes from the last meeting.  The 
notes included a recommendation from the Santa Clara County Cities Association that all 
cities look at bag restrictions.  They will talk about it again in early 2009.  The Technical 
Advisory Committee will update the Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission at its next 
meeting.  Jo Zientek will provide the information given at the Cities Association and 
someone from TAC (possibly Tony Eulo) will provide information on the TAC discussion.  
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It is expected that TAC will draft a policy for the RWRC to consider at the October 22 
Commission meeting.  The draft policy may include a timeline for implementation.  The 
RWRC will then advise the cities and the Board of Supervisors. It would then be incumbent 
on each city and the Board of Supervisors to take action based on the RWRC’s 
recommendations.   

8. Future Agenda Items  
SRR subcommittee to return with recommendations on bag issue. 

Division Manager will report back on the audit request from TAC. 

Richard Gertman requested that HCEP bin sales be put on the agenda. 

9. Informational Updates and Announcements 
Richard Gertman said this year’s CRRA conference was the biggest ever. 

Lisa Jensema said thousands of dollars worth of recycling was stolen from this year’s Garlic Festival. 

Russ Reiserer had two items: 1) He provided an update on the compost fire.  He said the fire started 
around the end of the work day and there were 30mph winds that moved the fire from the fresh 
grounds pile to the lagoon area.  There were some difficulties with a breakdown of a water truck and 
a bulldozer; 2) He is working on a new hauling agreement which had two bidders (NorCal and 
GreenWaste).  The proposals included processing facilities for organics and single stream materials. 
The process also allowed the City Council to shop for Zero Waste items such as: enhanced 
commercial recycling, mandatory recycling, organic food waste recycling for residential and 
commercial and expanded single stream collection.  Palo Alto is currently in negotiations with 
GreenWaste. 

Bruce Olszewski had two items: 1) he has students ready for internships; 2) the college of business IT 
division is looking for ‘clients’ who need web work with databases and such.   

Elizabeth Constantino had one item: 1) the legislative priorities will be forwarded to TAC once the 
legislative subcommittee has provided some updates. 

Zachary DeVine announced that BayROC will be making some changes to their media buy and their 
campaigns. 

Mark Bowers had two items: 1) on behalf of Julie Muir, the NRC is currently holding elections and 
Richard Gertman is running along with Bob Gedert; 2) Sunnyvale is rolling out a new 
“ChoiceCollect” refuse collection system where residential garbage customers no longer have an 
unlimited rate option and all are on cart service.  Recycling and yard waste are not affected. 

10. Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 4:04 p.m. 

NEXT SCHEDULED TAC MEETING:  September 11, 2008 @ 1:30 PM  
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