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TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

December 10, 2009 

 

VOTING MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE 
ACTERRA  Maija McDonald 

CALIFORNIA RESOURCE RECOVERY ASSN.  Richard Gertman 

CITY OF CUPERTINO      Cheri Donnelly 

CITY OF GILROY       Tony Eulo 

CITY OF MORGAN HILL     Tony Eulo 

CITY OF MOUNTAIN VIEW      Lori Topley 

CITY OF SAN JOSE      Skip Lacaze 

CITY OF SANTA CLARA     Rick Mauck 

CITY OF SUNNYVALE       Mark Bowers 

CLARA MATEO        Julie Muir 

COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH   Stan Chau 

COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT   Jill Boone 

COUNTY UNINCORPORATED AREA   Elizabeth Constantino 
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VOTING MEMBERS NOT ATTENDING 
 
CITY OF CAMPBELL       

CITY OF LOS ALTOS       

CITY OF MILPITAS       

CITY OF MONTE SERENO           

CITY OF PALO ALTO       

CITY OF SARATOGA       

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS      

SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY      

SANTA CLARA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT   

SIERRA CLUB 

SILICON VALLEY LEADERSHIP GROUP  

TOWN OF LOS ALTOS HILLS      

TOWN OF LOS GATOS  

WEST VALLEY CITIES       

 

     

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE 

Cary Bloomquist   City of Mountain View 

Clifton Chew   SCC IWM  

Jeff Cristina   Zanker Road Landfill 

Rob D’Arcy   SCC HHW 

Karen Gissibl   City of Sunnyvale 

Leslie Stobbe   City of Milpitas 

Dave Staub   City of Santa Clara 

Jo Zientek    City of San Jose 

 

1. Call to Order 

Tony Eulo, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:35 p.m.  A quorum of 11 was present.  Those 
present introduced themselves. 

It was noted at this time that Jill Boone had a letter from the County Executive indicating her status 
as a voting member of the TAC. 
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2. Approval of Minutes  
Lori Topley had a correction to the minutes:  “Lori Topley said she made a presentation at a 
Mountain View City Council Committee meeting.  The Committee requested staff to prepare an 
item for the full Council to consider doing a BYOB campaign similar to Palo Alto’s and to begin 
a stakeholder process to determine what measures to take to reduce single-use carryout bags.” 
And Dave Staub had a correction to the minutes: “Ameresco installed three (3) 250 KV 
microturbines to convert landfill to energy that is being sold to Silicon Valley Power.”  Mark 
Bowers made a motion to approve the minutes of the November 12, 2009 TAC meeting as 
amended.  The motion was seconded by Richard Gertman.  All present voted to approve the 
minutes.  Those not present at the November 12, 2009 TAC meeting abstained. 

3. Public Presentations  
There were no public presentations. 

4. Election of Officers   
Tony Eulo said the slate of officers listed in the TAC packet contained current officers and 
nominated officers for Chair, Vice Chair, Subcommittee Chair and Subcommittee co-Chairs and 
that Ad Hoc subcommittee chairs are not elected officers.  He asked for comments or additional 
nominations for officer positions.  Finding none, a motion was made by Rick Mauck to approve 
the nominated slate and was seconded by Richard Gertman.  All present voted to approve.  At 
this time Lori Topley presided over TAC. 

The elected officers are as follows: 

Chair – Lori Topley 
Vice-Chair – Skip Lacaze 
Enforcement – Stan Chau 
HHW – Walter Lin 
Legislation – Mark Bowers 
Operations – Cynthia Palacio 
Public Education – Leslie Stobbe 
Source Reduction/Recycling – Cheri Donnelly 

5. Zero Waste 
Richard Gertman provided a handout with the latest updates.  He noted the changes were in 
section B6, B8 and E.   

Jill Boone suggested E9E should be shortened by putting a period after the word “initiatives”.  It 
was seconded by Tony Eulo. 

Rick Mauck had some comments in regards to the using words like incinerators while digesters’ 
end products may also end up being landfilled.  Richard Gertman indicated that any actions that 
result where materials are ultimately landfilled would not be supported by the Zero Waste Plan.   

Mark Bowers made a motion to approve the Zero Waste Vision and Action Plan and forward it 
to the RWRC with a recommendation that the Commission endorse it and distribute the plan to 
member jurisdictions.  It was seconded by Leslie Stobbe.  All present voted to approve with the 
exception of Rick Mauck who voted to oppose. 
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6. Joint TAC 
Julie Muir reported that she had spoken to Bob Nelson with Santa Cruz County.  Their TAC 
meets every other month and is interested in meeting with our TAC either February 4th or 11th, 
2010.  TAC members agreed to have the joint TAC meeting on February 11th, 2010.  Christine 
Wolter said she will check with Regina to see if Los Gatos has any meeting rooms available for 
that date.  Tony Eulo said he will check with John Laird to ask him to be a keynote speaker at the 
joint meeting.  If anyone has agenda items please send them to Clifton Chew otherwise when the 
date is closer, he will send out a request for agenda items. 

7. Division Manager’s Report and Updates on Countywide Programs 
Elizabeth Constantino said beyond what is already in the TAC packet she had no other reports or 
updates.   

A. Disposal Reporting System – in the TAC packet.   

B. Green Business – in the TAC packet. 

C. Home Composting Education Program – No Report. 

D. Recycling Hotline – in the TAC packet. 

8. Subcommittee Reports and Updates on Countywide Programs  
A. Household Hazardous Waste –Walter Lin said they had a meeting December 7th, 2009 and 

decided to not propose a fee increase but did need to reauthorize the AB939 agreement. 

B. Implementation Subcommittee (IS) – Tony Eulo said December 1, 2009 notes were in the 
TAC packet.  The IS decided not to increase the AB939 Implementation Fee and proceed 
with the one year agreement again.  There was some discussion about the countywide 
planning fee.  Elizabeth Constantino made a proposal to restore a PubEd campaign which 
would necessitate an increase of $0.11 to the SWPF.  The IS decided not to change their 
recommendation and keep the fee level at the same rate brought to TAC last month.  
Elements include: eliminating all object 2 PubEd, minimal object 2 levels for Green 
Business, BayROC and Home Composting and maintain CDR at existing level.  In January, 
TAC will be voting on the final budget recommendation to the RWRC.  It was also made 
clear that Elizabeth felt strongly about the advantages of having additional PubEd funding 
and may put forth a staff recommendation separately from the TAC recommendation.  Lori 
asked that all voting members review the budget related items that will be sent out prior to 
the January TAC meeting.  She also asked that questions be forwarded to Lori and Elizabeth 
before the January TAC meeting.  The budget needs to be forwarded in a timely manner so 
that the Cities and County have sufficient time to approve it. 

C. Legislation – Mark Bowers said there currently was little legislative action. 

A brief discussion about legislative actions that TAC members would like to bring forward 
resulted in a statement by Mark Bower to have TAC endorse legislation clarifying that the 
AB939 Fee authorization extends to materials that go to landfills and remain there.  The 
motion was made by Richard Gertman and seconded by Tony Eulo.  Skip Lacaze commented 
to ask if the authority to broaden the fee would extend to the State and thus garnering 
additional State support.  The previous motion was withdrawn and amended to include Skip’s 
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comment.  The revised motion was made by Richard Gertman and was seconded by Tony 
Eulo. All present voted to approve the revised motion.  

D. Operations – No Report. 

E. Public Education – No Report.   

F. Source Reduction/Recycling – Cheri Donnelly as the new chair will try to find a meeting 
date for December as well as establishing a meeting schedule for 2010. 

G. Ad Hoc AB939 – Elizabeth Constantino said an update was provided at the IS meeting and 
asked that the ad hoc subcommittee be disbanded since the information gathered was not 
needed at this time.  The information can be readily updated when needed.  

H. Ad Hoc Disaster Debris Planning – Michael Gross said he provided some comments on the 
draft document but had not gotten a response.  Elizabeth Constantino said there was a 
meeting tentatively scheduled for January 19 regarding the draft plan and the final plan was 
due by March 31, 2010. 

I. Ad Hoc Organizational Study – Mark Bowers said Arroyo Associates had to cancel the 
scheduled interviews today and would reschedule for the new year. 

J. Ad Hoc School Recycling – Christine Wolter said the regional group (Counties of Alameda, 
San Francisco, San Mateo and Santa Clara) has been meeting regularly to develop a school 
certification system.  The group has jointly submitted a grant proposal on Monday for 
AmeriCorp funding which would provide funding for ten AmeriCorp staff to help certify 
schools in Santa Clara County for a year.  For those interested in obtaining a copy of the 
grant application, please contact Christine. The certification process has a lot of components 
that look like the Green Business certification but the piece that is getting integrated that 
schools have been interested in is the recognition of curriculum.  Thus it goes beyond the 
operations and has an education component.  The first level of certification will happen at the 
classroom level and then building additional levels of certification from there.  The game 
plan is to assume the grant funding will be awarded since notification would occur in June 
and the actual activities would start July 1, 2010.  Another grant proposal is being worked on 
for an EPA grant of $15k to develop a regional website.  The push for the certification model 
has been to model it around the California Distinguished Schools Program.  Now that the 
grant application has been submitted, work is currently being done on the criteria for the 
checklist.  Christine will send out notices when the next ad hoc subcommittee meets. 

K. Ad Hoc Zero Waste – Richard Gertman asked if there was interest in continuing the group to 
work on Section E of the Action Plan.  After a brief discussion, TAC members decided to 
have the ad hoc subcommittee meet in January to prepare a presentation to the RWRC and 
then see what direction/actions the RWRC would like to take. 

9. Future Agenda Items / Guest Speakers 
Budget 

Joint TAC 
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10. Informational Updates and Announcements 
Mark Bowers announced the Sunnyvale City Council will be considering contracting with the 
Cascadia Group for a waste characterization study for the Cities of Mountain View and 
Sunnyvale.  They will conduct two sorts for seasonal variation with the final report in 
Spring/Summer. 

Julie Muir had two items: 1) the CRRA director is leaving January 31; and 2) the keynote 
speaker for next year’s CRRA conference is Eric Assadourian of World Watch.  

Skip had two items: 1) Sonoma County is looking to engage someone to reopen the landfill and 
hope to increase diversion; and 2) asking jurisdictions if they have ever banned anything (ex. 
fireworks, imitation drug paraphernalia). 

Tony Eulo provided some kudos to Rick Mauck, who is retiring this month, for his TAC 
participation since 1982. 

11. Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 2:56 p.m. 

NEXT SCHEDULED TAC MEETING:  January 14, 2010 @ 1:30 P.M. 
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