
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

WHAT IS THE ZERO LITTER INITIATIVE? 
The Santa Clara Valley Zero Litter Initiative (ZLI) is committed to eliminating litter and 
littering throughout Santa Clara County, and is focused on litter control along State-
owned or maintained  freeways/expressways and preventing litter from entering our 
creeks and waterways.   
 
The ZLI Group is comprised of key stakeholders and is currently working to expand the 
participation in the development and implementation of a comprehensive, multi-year 
anti-litter program. 
  

BACKGROUND 
Negative visual, aesthetic, and environmental impacts of litter can be readily seen 
throughout the county in waterways and the transportation system, most notably 
within urban creeks and rivers and along transportation corridors and publically 
maintained right-of-ways.   
 
For the past five years, 
local public agencies 
and other organizations 
in Santa Clara County 
have been developing 
a strategy to address 
the ongoing problem of 
litter throughout the 
County.  Key players 
include Caltrans, the 
Santa Clara Valley 
Transportation Authority 
(VTA), the City of San 
Jose/Silicon Valley Anti-
Litter Task Force, and 
the Santa Clara Valley 
Urban Runoff Pollution 
Prevention Program 
(SCVURPP).   
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In October 2008, the Santa Clara Basin Watershed Management Initiative and the 
SCVURPPP hosted an initial Trash Summit to bring together a broad-based group of 
private and public representatives interested in developing a regional strategy to 
address litter and identify gaps in ongoing efforts.  The Trash Summit was an outgrowth 
of efforts to respond to anticipated (and now, mandated) San Francisco Bay Regional 
Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) stormwater permit requirements to reduce trash 
and litter, and the proposed listing of a number of local creeks in the South Bay as 
“impaired” by trash, so there was an initial focus on litter polluting waterways.  
However, the Trash Summit discussions indicated that litter issues included the impact 
of litter on State-owned highways and freeways within the County. 
 
The Summit initiated the ad-hoc working group which has been working on a county-
wide strategy and plans for a second Litter Summit to be held on May 10, 2010.  This 
summit will provide an opportunity to create the action plan to meet short and long 
term objectives.      
 

PARTICIPATING ORGANIZATIONS 
 
Cities of Campbell, Palo Alto, and San José 
Guadalupe-Coyote Resource Conservation District  
Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority 
Santa Clara Valley Urban Runoff Pollution Prevention Program  
Santa Clara Valley Water District  
Santa Clara Basin Watershed Management Initiative 
Silicon Valley Anti-Litter Campaign 
Western Waters Canoe Club 
West Valley Clean Water Program  

 

CONTACT ZLI  
Interested in participating or learning more about the Zero Litter Initiative?  Please 
contact: 

Phil Bobel, City of Palo Alto 
Email: Phil.Bobel@CityofPaloAlto.org 
Phone: (650)329-2285 


