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DATE:         February 22, 2010 
 
TO:           Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission 
 
FROM:      Technical Advisory Committee  
 
SUBJECT:    Zero Waste 2020 Vision Statement and Action Plan for Santa Clara County 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 

1. Review and Adopt the Zero Waste 2020 Vision Statement and Action Plan for Santa Clara County.  
 

2. Direct staff to forward the Zero Waste Vision, with attached cover letter, to the cities and County for 
their consideration, with a recommendation from the RWRC to integrate the guiding principles and 
actions into ongoing city and County Zero Waste efforts, adopt the Vision and Guiding Principles and 
use this document as a model for creating a Zero Waste Policy for their jurisdiction.   

 
REASON FOR RECOMMENDATION/HISTORY 
 
The Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission has recently expressed interest in pursuing Zero Waste 
strategies. Some local cities have taken action on Zero Waste and some have already signed onto the Bay Area 
Climate Change Collaborative, which sets a regional goal for Zero Waste by 2020. The Technical Advisory 
Committee (TAC) suggests that all cities will benefit from this collective countywide vision and efforts.  
 
Many of the cities and the County have identified and are working to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Waste 
disposal is included as one of the key sources of greenhouse gas emissions needing attention. A September 2009 
report by the EPA, Opportunities to Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions through Materials and Land 
Management Practices, identifies materials management as responsible for 42% of the greenhouse gas footprint 
in the United States.  
 

Materials management refers to how we manage material resources as they flow through the 
economy, from extraction or harvest of materials and food (e.g., mining, forestry, and 
agriculture), production and transport of goods, provision of services, reuse of materials, and, 
if necessary, disposal (page 1of report*). 

 
An ad hoc subcommittee of the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) met several times to prepare a vision 
statement and guiding principles for moving towards a Zero Waste culture. Integrating new ways of material 
management into how local governments address waste disposal and recycling issues will help to decrease 
environmental impacts from the entire life-cycle of the items we all consume.  



 

 

 
Iterations of the attached document produced lively discussion at TAC; the attached document represents an 
approach that TAC thinks would be useful for the cities and County.  
 
*Note:  The EPA Report, Opportunities to Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions through Materials and Land 
Management Practices, can be accessed at: 
http://www.epa.gov/oswer/docs/ghg_land_and_materials_management.pdf  
 
Attachments: 

1. Zero Waste 2020 Vision Statement and Action Plan for Santa Clara County 
2. Draft Letter to the President of the Board of Supervisors and the cities Mayors 
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