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ZERO WASTE 2020                                                                                      
A ZERO WASTE VISION STATEMENT AND ACTION PLAN  

FOR SANTA CLARA COUNTY 
 

This vision statement and action plan were developed to provide Santa Clara County jurisdictions with a 
working document that will encourage and guide decision making policies and programs toward 
achieving zero waste by 2020. In addition, it provides the community with an understanding of their 
roles in moving toward zero waste.  
 
A.  Zero Waste Vision  
All products are designed and services performed to maximize recovery, reuse and longevity in order to 
eliminate the need for landfilling or incineration; to eliminate product toxicity; and to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions resulting from their production and use, from the extraction of natural resources, through 
manufacturing, transportation, consumption and disposal. Santa Clara County has sufficient recycling, 
composting and conversion facilities to facilitate proper material management. Businesses, 
organizations, public agencies and residents are informed and engaged in the zero waste vision. 
 
B.  Twelve Guiding Principles for the 2020 Zero Waste Vision for Santa Clara County 

1. Pursue design strategies, such as light-weighting or designing products or components to be 
reusable and repairable, and through cradle-to-cradle material management of products.  

2. Identify and eliminate upstream impacts of product development and building the costs of those 
impacts into the resulting products. 

3. Eliminate downstream impacts through design strategies that include less toxicity and ease of 
recovery.  

4. Redesign or eliminate products that cannot be reutilized after their intended use. 
5. Shift the financial and physical responsibility for recovery to the producers of products, to the 

greatest extent possible. 
6. Ensure productive use of organic materials.  
7. Encourage highest and best use for recovered materials. 
8. Minimize waste to landfill; eliminate organic materials to landfills. 
9. Permit only those new processing facilities that maximize recovery rates for the materials 

received.  
10. Encourage local or regional partnerships when evaluating new conversion facilities or 

technologies. 
11. Use Environmentally Preferable Purchasing criteria in evaluating procurement of products and 

services, based on end-of-life recovery or recycling options, greenhouse gas emissions and 
environmental safety and other environmental criteria.       

12. Use scientifically-derived data and analyses to guide zero waste program design and spending 
priorities or actions. 

 
C.  Policy Statement  

Zero Waste policies and plans for cities and County should shift the focus from waste, recycling and 
diversion to a zero waste perspective by incorporating the twelve guiding principles to achieving the 
Zero Waste Vision, an effective set of metrics, specific policies and actions to achieve zero waste.  
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D.  Definition of Zero Waste 
Zero Waste is a systems approach that eliminates upstream (pre-consumer: resource extraction and 
production of goods) and downstream (post-consumer: end of life/waste management) impacts of 
product, packaging, and material production and reutilization through the implementation of material 
management and greenhouse gas reduction programs.  
 
E.  Local Government Zero Waste Action Plan (ZWAP) 
A ZWAP is an approach for local governments to support the 2020 Zero Waste Vision for Santa Clara 
County and the Twelve Guiding Principles. A ZWAP should include policies and actions to continually 
move closer to zero waste within the next 10 years, such as:   

1. Adopting Extended Producer Responsibility Policy. 
2. Adopting collection rates that incentivize waste reduction by consumers and support local zero 

waste programs.  
3. Adopting Environmentally Preferable Purchasing Policy for products and services.  
4. Adopting Source Reduction policies, such as double sided copies, electronic reviews, etc.  
5. Providing an expanded Home Composting and Bay Friendly Program. 
6. Providing an expanded Household Hazardous Waste Program through producer and local seller 

funded collection and take-back programs. 
7. Requiring productive use of organics and developing programs and incentives to eliminate 

landfill disposal of organics.   
8. Implementing a continual improvement approach to Zero Waste that will identify products in the 

waste stream and develop Zero Waste action strategies for addressing these products. 
9. Supporting and encouraging legislative, regulatory and administrative actions, including but not 

limited to:  
10. Increasing AB 939 fees at landfills and from other sources to fund programs. 
11. Pursuing legislation and regulations to eliminate toxic substances in waste stream. 
12. Pursuing mandatory Extended Producer Responsibility regulations.  
13. Amending AB 2020 to include more container types and products, and adequately fund the costs 

of recycling and litter control. 
14. Promoting tax incentives and tax credits for businesses that implement zero waste initiatives. 
15. Identifying and implementing incentives for businesses to take steps toward the Zero Waste 

Vision. 
16. Banning greenwaste from landfills, including its use as alternative daily cover, and/or banning 

landfill disposal except when it can be shown to be the best environmental solution.  
17. Establishing mandatory recycling for businesses and multi-family residences.   
18. Providing a comprehensive educational outreach program designed to ensure environmental 

behavior change. 
 
F.  New Metrics for ZWAP 
Establish new methods of measuring materials management that address, at a minimum, greenhouse gas 
emissions and tons landfilled. At this time, waste sector carbon inventories only count emissions related 
to methane from disposal, but there is effort underway to address greenhouse gas emissions relating to 
consumption; especially for the production and transportation of products.  
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G.  Countywide Collaborative Efforts 
The cities and County will integrate the concept of Zero Waste into countywide outreach and education 
efforts and into any future updates of SRREs, NDFEs, HHWEs and Countywide Summaries.  
 
To continually move closer to Zero Waste, the Technical Advisory Committee will initiate and oversee 
an analysis of all sources of residuals in the County in order to identify materials still being disposed. 
The TAC will discuss appropriate upstream solutions and determine what policies or actions are needed 
to reduce or eliminate these materials.  
 


